Reformation: A Wooden Door and A Wooden Cross
This month we will celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. The Reformation that is
attributed to Dr. Martin Luther and we will find ourselves celebrating it in a Lutheran Church. We do not
celebrate Reformation merely to show our “Lutheran colors”. We rightly do not call this, “Lutheran Pride
Day”. Yes, we will sing hymns written by Luther, we will read scripture that deeply
changed Luther’s theology and perspective on God. We will follow an order of
service that Luther freed from medieval Roman Catholic heresies. But if we truly
want to be Lutheran and follow the example of Luther we would talk very little about
Luther, on Reformation day. Luther fought and argued and studied and wrote and
prayed and toiled so that today we could speak freely about the true freedom Christ
gives in the forgiveness of sins. We are proud to be Lutheran because in a world of
falsehoods and lies Luther would not compromise one letter or dot of Christ’s Holy
word.
If we are to be Lutheran and be faithful to Luther’s work He would not want this day to be about
October 31, 1517 when he posted the Ninety-Five Thesis on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg.
Luther would not want Reformation Day to be about papers nailed to a wooden door, but rather a Savior
nailed to a wooden cross. For Luther, the reformation was not about moving forward or being progressiverather it was to return to the ancient truths of the Faith revealed in the Holy Scriptures; The simple and pure
freeing Gospel—Christ crucified and risen, Christ with us and Christ for us. The Gospel that we are “justified
by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation
(A covering) by his blood, to be received by faith.” Romans 2:24-25
The Reformation was not the insistence of something new or different, but rather a restoration of what
had been lost, a recovery of divine treasures that had been hidden due to sinful man’s pursuits, ideas, and
ambitions. The reformation was moving the church “backwards”, in a sense, to a place she never should have
departed from. It was to purge the falsehoods and heresies of the medieval Roman Catholic Church in the
way of indulgences, purgatory, worship of Mary and the power and supremacy of the pope, among other
issues. All these things pointed to man rather than to God. The reformation brought back the true
understanding of sin and its wages and the knowledge of a loving God made manifest in the word made flesh,
Jesus Christ!

Beloved in the Lord, true freedom in this dying world comes from God’s Word alone. It comes from
grace alone, faith alone, and scripture alone. We really do need to be set free every day of our lives. We
really do need to be set free each week by the risen Christ in the Divine Service. That freedom comes only
from God’s Word. That’s why Satan constantly and cleverly offers false freedom and happiness apart from
remaining in God’s Word. He dresses up his chains of slavery and death to look and feel very much like
freedom. This is what he did to the freedom of Adam and Eve as he dragged them down into the bondage sin.
“Did God really say?”, “You shall not surely die”. Satan always bids us to take and eat the things that pass
away and they lead to the slavery of sin and death. Christ always bids us to eat and drink living things that
will not pass away.
If the Son sets you free, the bloodied, beaten, dead and buried Son of God – If the Son sets you free the risen, absolving, peace-bestowing Son of God– If the Son sets you free- the in-your-midst, teaching you,
feeding you, giving-you-rest Son of God. If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. You are no longer
a slave, but a son who will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. You are free to abide in His word, to hold
it sacred and gladly hear and learn it. You are truly born free into a new and living hope. Happy
Reformation!
Pastor Krueger

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 1, 2017 – Philippians 2:1-18
At first read, the epistle lesson today seems like an odd hodgepodge of topics: unity, humility, Jesus'
incarnation, the cross, grumbling, this depraved world, Paul's suffering, and strangely, joy. But what pulls all
these different strands all together are these two simple words, “in Christ.” Paul exhorts the Philippians to
unity and humility (rather than jealous rivalry) because they are in Christ. Christ, who although he had every
right to claim power and status as the Son of God, didn't do that. Instead, he humbled himself by being born
and dying and was exalted then by the Father. Since this is the Christ that we are in, we will stand out in “this
crooked and twisted generation,” because, like Christ, we aren't just looking to get higher in the world by
stepping on others. Paul himself was a living example of this as he sat in prison for preaching the word of life.
He was glad to empty himself and become nothing so that the people of Philippi might hear the Good News.
Should this remarkable kind of self-sacrifice surprise us? Of course not. Sacrifice and humility is the way of
Christ and the way for all those who are in Him. Even you.
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 8, 2017 – Matthew 21:33-46
The Lord’s Longsuffering Love
The Parable of the Tenants depicts Israel’s history with God’s prophets. The parable takes on a prophetic
character as Jesus tells of His own death at the hands of the Chief Priests and Pharisees. It pictures the abuse
and suffering the love of God was willing to endure from His people. It pictures the stubborn rebellion of
God’s chosen people. God has been more than merciful and patient with His people. It pictures the sending of
God’s obedient Son as the final, decisive act of His searching love for us sinners. It pictures the judgment that
comes upon those who resist and reject the sending of God’s Son. And finally, it pictures the transfer of the
kingdom of God from Israel to the New Israel, that is, to us the Christian church. We are not tenants, but
owners of what God gives. In Holy Baptism we are given everything that God has to offer. He holds nothing
back. Jesus’ rejection is the means by which He becomes the cornerstone.

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 15, 2017 – Matthew 22:1-14; Isaiah 25:6-9
“Feasting”
Today is a day of feasts. In Isaiah 25, we travel up to the top of the Lord's mountain, and there we a
party to end all parties. There on a table that seems to stretch for miles are piled up all the choicest cuts
of meat and plenty of all the finest wines. For every delicacy that was ever saved for “a special
occasion,” this is it. This is the special occasion. And at just the right moment, the Lord himself unveils
the piece de resistance—death. And with hardly a word, he himself swallows it whole. Death has no
place at this table, only life.
In the parable of the wedding banquet, we see a little different dimension to the Lord's kingdom. All the
ones who stood up the king were officially disinvited. So in an act of pure grace, he sends out his
servants to call in anybody and everybody to the wedding banquet. Now everybody knows that when
you get invited to a wedding banquet, you put on your wedding clothes. But as the king was milling
about the party with his newly-invited guests, he ran across a man who hadn't bothered to put on his
wedding clothes, spurning the king's generosity. So the parable ends in a note of judgment as the man is
cast out of the party.
The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
October 22, 2017
“Only One Lord”
“I am the Lord and there is no other” Isaiah 45 repeats. King Cyrus (a foreign king!) only has power because
God gave it to him. The Pharisees asked about paying taxes to Caesar, but Caesar only has power because
God gave it to him. There is only one Lord, and it is not Cyrus or Caesar or any other civil authority. There is
only one Lord, Jesus, “who delivers us from the wrath to come.” (1 Thess. 1:10)
Reformation Day (Observed)
October 29, 2017 – Ronmans 3:19-28
“Falling Short”
The Augsburg Confession Article IV: Of Justification.
“Also, they teach that men cannot be justified before God by their own strength, merits, or works, but
are freely justified for Christ's sake, through faith, when they believe that they are received into favor,
and that their sins are forgiven for Christ's sake, who, by His death, has made satisfaction for our sins.
This faith God imputes for righteousness in His sight. Rom. 3 and 4.”

Altar Flower Chart: The cost of the Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday and you will be able to take your flowers
home with you after the service in a box located near the organ speaker to the right of the Altar. To have your
payment for flowers applied correctly, please use one of the Designated Offering envelopes found in your box
of envelopes or label the outside of one of your regular envelopes with the words ‘Altar flowers’. Janice
Hartness is our flower coordinator. If you have any special requests, please contact her at 763-355-5427 by the
Wednesday prior. The Flower chart is not displayed now due to construction. Please see the schedule below:
October 1st – Becky Johnson – Lane
October 8th – Kim & Jan Diemand
October 15th – Josh & Alisha Christain
October 22nd – Garry & Cheryl McCreary
October 29th – Reformation – GOC
November 5th – Julie Anderson
November 12th – Janet Preus
November 19th – David & Louise Werts
November 26th – Garry & Cheryl McCreary
December 3rd – Barbie & Dan Gruenhagen
Remaining weeks in December – Poinsettias
Sunday Schedule: Divine Service 9:00 AM; followed by Bible Class at 10:30.
Saturday Evening Divine Services 5:00 PM
Wednesday morning Prayer services begin at 9:30 AM; followed by Wednesday morning Bible Study.
NEW LOCATION! – Corner Stone Commons – 3750 Lawndale Ln N Plymouth. Please use the North
Entrance and look for signs as to where the service will be held.
Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in
the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for prayers
for Grace Lutheran Church, Brooklyn Park, and Pastor Vance Milbrath, Lutheran Church of the Triune God,
Brooklyn Center, and Vacancy Pastor, Richard Resch, Beautiful Savior Lutheran, Plymouth, and Pastor Tom
Stoebig and Pastor Joe Behnke, Eternal Hope Lutheran, Brooklyn Park, and Vacancy Pastor Bill Hillyer and
Glory of Christ Lutheran Church, Plymouth, and Pastor Jeremiah Johnson and Pastor Kyle Krueger.
Acolytes: The signup sheet for both Acolytes and Processionals is on the table in the back of the Sanctuary
for September through Easter. Thank You!
Mom's Group: Mom's group is going to look a little different this year with the construction. We will be
meeting monthly in different people's homes. If you are a mom of any age, YOU ARE WELCOME TO
COME! Our October meeting will be at Sara DeBlois’ home on Friday October 13th from 6-8pm. More
details to follow soon!
Next Compassion Circle Meeting will take place on Monday October 9th at 1:00 pm and will be at
Cornerstone Assisted Living (the same room as Wednesday morning Bible Study). Location for the room is
clearly marked in the lobby.

Attention Altar Guild! Saturday Evening Divine Services have begun so plan to set up for these services.
Thank You!
THE THIRTIETH ANNUAL MINNESOTA LUTHERAN FALL CONFERENCE will be held Saturday,
October 21st at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 2819 3rd St N St. Cloud, from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm. Registration
opens at 8”30. The theme is: “What…the Church Is Good?” The speakers will be Rev. Dr. Alvin Schmidt
from St. Louis, MO, Rev. James Strawn from Archbold, OH and Rev. Dr. Brian Saunders from Cedar Falls,
IA. Registration is $25, which includes coffee, rolls and lunch ($10 for high school and college students).
Though pre-registration is not required, a non-monetary pre-registration is required if you plan to eat. So,
for the meal, please call (320) 252-8171 or email office@redeemerstcloud.org by Oct. 12th.
Missions Fest Meeting: Sunday November 5th after Bible Study, there will be an informational meeting for
planning next year’s Missions Fest. This next year will be a transitional year where the current Missions Fest
planning committee will help, but we are also asking for new volunteers. So, if you are interested, please plan
to attend this informational meeting to learn about all facets of this fun event and find out which parts you
may be interested in helping with. Thank You!
Remember in our Prayers: Idena Hagen, Sean Breininger, Arta Walter, Lee Hart, Velva Kosel, CLEF,
Lutheran Synod of Mexico, Mandy Ewig (Daughter of Mike and Lea Connealy), Aaron Klein (nephew of
Cheryl McCreary), Jeanette St. Marie (Friend of Alisha Christian), Mike Koklhof (Brother-in-Law of Barb
Rains), The hurricane victims of Texas and Florida, Ken, Rosemary & Lisa Brackmann and Logan, Emily &
Jeoff Boyer (grandson/daughter & son-in-law of Rose and Gary Newhouse)

Glory of Christ Annual Chili Cook-Off!
Sunday, October 15th 5:00 pm
Hamel Community Building
3200 Mill Street
Hamel, MN
Yes, it’s still on for this year! We have rented the Hamel Community Building for this year’s cookoff. It will
once again begin at 5:00 pm. Signup sheets are available in the back of the Sanctuary. Make your best (and/or
hottest) chili, most delicious pie or cornbread. Awesome prizes will be given for hottest chili, best tasting
chili, pie or cornbread and best presentation for chili, pie and cornbread. Please join us for great food and
fellowship!

Mission of the Month
The Confessional Lutheran Education Foundation (affectionately referred to as CLEF) provides ongoing
education opportunities for Lutheran clergy and laity throughout the world. CLEF does so many
different kinds of projects, it's a little difficult to summarize it, but here are only a sampling of the many
projects they undertake throughout the world.
•

Catechism classes in the Philippines

•

Spanish translation of the hymnal in Central and South America

•

Support for pastoral education in Africa

•

Translation of the Small Catechism for Albania

•

E-book project for seminaries all throughout the world

•

Host of the annual Congress on the Lutheran Confessions

The president and chairman of CLEF is our very own Pastor for Missions, Rev. John Fehrmann. (in the
clerical in the picture to the left) He travels around the world, visiting other church bodies, assessing their
needs, and providing education and literature in various forms to Lutherans everywhere. He himself has
taught and lectured in over twenty countries to Lutheran Pastors, Seminary Students and Lay Leaders.
Over the last decade, we have sent over $100,000 to CLEF, countless quilts, and partnered with them to assist
the Lutheran Church in the Philippines. It has been a long and productive relationship, and we are grateful for
the opportunity to help spread the Gospel throughout the world.

Dear Members of Glory of Christ,
Greetings! I hope everyone had a wonderful summer and hope we all get to enjoy a warm and extended
fall season. Now that the Vikings are injured and playing below expectations, we can look forward to
enjoying the outdoors for a few weeks.
At our Church Council meeting last week, we spent a fair amount of time reviewing invoices related to
the building project and where we currently stand in terms of costs. I’m happy to report that, so far, the
change orders with Watson-Forsberg have worked to our advantage financially and that we’re tracking
below the estimate for total cost. Hopefully, we can continue this trend and have more good news to
report to the congregation at the Annual Voters Assembly in December. The Building Committee and
Church Council will continue to monitor expenditures to ensure we get the project done under budget
to the extent possible.
Speaking of the building, I’m not sure if you’ve had a chance to peek your head into the new space for
the fellowship hall but, if you have, I think you’ll agree that this will be a wonderful improvement for
the congregation in the future. It looks so huge! There will be plenty of space for future chili cook-off’s
and Missions Fest events.
Speaking of events, the chili cook-off is right around the corner and, because of the ongoing
construction, will be held at the Hamel Community Building. While I’m not such a terrific cook, I look
forward to attending and getting to sample all of the delicious recipes! Please keep your eye on the
weekly announcements and the church bulletins for all of the details.
Thank you all for your continued support and fellowship. Also, your patience during the construction
project is greatly appreciated and I think you’ll see this project moving forward very rapidly over the
next couple of weeks.
In Christ,
David Teske
Council President

Serving Sunday: (October 8, 2017)
Acolyte:
Isabel Schaumburg
Elders:
Ben Rolf & Curt Woolfolk
Ushers:
David Barnaby & Ben Schaumburg
Tech Duty:
Travis Dorweiler
Altar Guild: SATURDAY EVENING SET UP BEGINS! Barb Rains & Brenda Richards
Offering Counters:
Barbie Gruenhagen & Mike Miller
Bread Baker:
Charlotte Smith
Bread Deliverer:
Sharla Woolfolk

Serving Sunday: (October 15, 2017)
Acolyte:
Isabel Schaumburg
Elders:
Ben Rolf & Curt Woolfolk
Ushers:
Todd Zitzlsperger & David Werts
Tech Duty:
Josh Christian
Altar Guild:
Pauline Hemingway & Marilyn Scharlau
Offering Counters:
Lori Beck & Carl Hartness
Bread Baker:
Janelle Franzmeier
Bread Deliverer:
Beth Schoolman

Serving Sunday: (October 22, 2017)
Acolyte:
Nina Nygren
Elders:
Ben Rolf & Curt Woolfolk
Ushers:
Jim Fahnhorst & Chris Houck
Tech Duty:
Ryan Marshall
Altar Guild:
David & Gayle Barnaby
Offering Counters:
Tim Lavanger & Russ McBroom
Bread Baker:
Gayle Barnaby
Bread Deliverer:
Lori Beck

Serving Sunday: (October 29, 2017)
Acolyte:
?
Elders:
Ben Rolf & Curt Woolfolk
Ushers:
Steve Rains & Chuck McGriff
Tech Duty:
Travis Dorweiler
Altar Guild:
Karen Swenson & Brenda Richards
Offering Counters:
Heath & Danielle Brolsma
Bread Baker:
Cheryl McCreary
Bread Deliverer:
Carl Hartness

October 1st

Ashley Larson
Ocie Peterson

Birthday
Birthday

October 5th

Olivia Schaumburg
Pastor Fehrmann
Dan Gruenhagen

Birthday
Birthday
Birthday

October 6th

Kevin & Rhonda Berry

Anniversary

October 7th

Kim & Jan Diemand

Anniversary

October 11th

Ben & Jennifer Schaumburg
Dan & Barbie Gruenhagen

Anniversary
Anniversary

October 13th

Garry & Cheryl McCreary

Anniversary

October 18th

Maya Breininger

Birthday

October 19th

Levi DeBlois
Lisa Brackmann

Birthday
Birthday

October 20th

Leonard Albers

Birthday

October 21st

Will Brolsma
Cheryl McCreary

Birthday
Birthday

October 24th

Jesse Huber
Elsie Gruenhagen

Birthday
Birthday

October 25th

Craig Smith

Birthday

October 28th

Rachel Brolsma

Birthday

October 31st

Mike Connealy

Birthday

