
 

 
Jesus and Zombies 

 

 Halloween is barely over. The kids are all still on a sugar high, and most people haven't taken down 

their decorations yet. I still see piles of pumpkins, skeletons strung from trees, graveyards, spiders, and other 

sorts of ghoulish decorations. But whether it's mistletoe, pastel-colored eggs, or giant spiders, sometimes I 

wonder to myself where our holiday traditions came from. 

 Often times, these traditions started as one thing and morphed into another. Santa Claus was once St. 

Nicholas, the bishop of Myra in the third century, a man well-known for his generosity. The Easter bunny is 

actually a hold-over from the festival to the goddess Ostara. And then there's Halloween, which began as All 

Hallows' Eve, that is, the day before All Hallows' (or All Saints') Day. 

 All Saints' Day is, of course, a Christian holiday, when we remember and give thanks for all the 

Christians (Saints) who have lived and died and are now in Christ's care. So how, then, did All Saints' Eve 

become a festival for Snickers bars, inflatable witches, faux graveyards, and zombies? Well, I can't speak to 

the candy (or the witches), but I think the graveyards and the zombies actually make some sense. 

 I was baptized in a small, country church in rural Reeseville, Wisconsin. We were flanked by 

cornfields on three sides, and on the other side was the church cemetery (which was flanked by another 

cornfield). Like many old churches, you were baptized at the font, married at the altar, and buried out back in 

the cemetery For many families in Reeseville, they did not need to wander off church property in order to 

research their genealogies 

 I've always thought that there's something powerful about celebrating All Saints' Day in a church that 

is surrounded by the graves of the saints. It's a poignant reminder that when we Christians die, we do not 

cease to be a member of the Church, because we do not cease to be a member of the body of Christ. All 

Saints' Day is not a day of mournful remembrance, because like a kid waiting for Christmas morning, we look 

forward to the day when that cemetery next to the church will emptied, and the one who rose on the third day 

will raise our bodies too. 

 So although the Christian graveyard is filled with longing hope, you can easily imagine how it became 

adopted by Halloween. But notice how it changes. Instead of being the visible reminder of a Church that 

transcends the boundaries of death, it becomes a frightening place that is haunted by undead creatures like 

ghosts and zombies. Instead of a place that reminds us of the resurrection, it becomes a place that hunts us 

with the horror of death. But you can see the relationship: the Halloween graveyard is simply a twisted form 

of the All Saints' graveyard. 

 



 And even the zombies make some sense to me. What is a zombie? It's an animated corpse, a rotting 

body that moves even though it has no life in it. In a way, a zombie is the perverted and hopeless version of 

resurrection of the dead. Whereas Christ promises to raise our bodies whole and imperishable, the zombie is 

raised from the grave, more dead than when it went in. 

 The zombie and the graveyard—these perversions are meant to terrify us, and perhaps they should. 

Because the Halloween graveyard and the zombie can only exist apart from Christ. The Halloween graveyard 

can only be haunted by the shadow of death if the one who triumphed over the grave is not there. Zombies can 

only be the walking dead apart from the resurrection and the life Himself. It is only apart from Christ that 

these things can frighten us. 

 Lest I be misunderstood, I'm not saying that you can't have your Halloween party or take your kids 

trick-or-treating. That decision lies in the realm of Christian freedom. But after you wander through the 

Halloween graveyard, come and celebrate the genuine article. Come to All-Saints' day this Sunday and there 

we'll laugh at graveyards and zombies for the carnival caricatures that they really are. And we will sing to the 

one who defeats death and unites us as His Church even over the barrier of the grave.  

 Happy All Saints' Day! 

 

 Pastor Johnson 

   

All Saints’ Day 

November 5, 2017 – Revelation 7:9-17 

In many country churches, you can walk out back and you will find a graveyard. To many, this may seem 

morbid, but to Christians, it is an important lesson to us about the nature of the Church. Those Christians 

who sit in the pews on Sunday morning are the saints because of what Christ has done for them. And those 

Christians who are buried out back are still saints because of what Christ has done for them.                         

So, on All Saints’ Day, we especially remember those saints who have died and are in the hands of Christ. 

We give thanks to God for close friends or parents who died in the faith. But we also remember saints who 

died long before we were eve born. Some of their names we know, but most to them we do not. Yet they are 

no less part of the Church than we are, for they too have been made holy by His blood. And when Christ 

comes again, we will stand together with all the saints, rejoicing in His advent.  

 

The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

November 12, 2017 

  
 

“Wait in Wisdom” 
 
The Day of the Lord is “darkness, and not light” (Amos 5:18, 20) for all who trust in their own righteousness 

and piety. The Lord will not accept their “burnt offerings and grain offerings,” nor will He look upon their 

“peace offerings” (Amos 5:22). Instead, He desires a heart of faith that trusts in Him, which lets “justice roll 

down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream” (Amos 5:24) in love for the neighbor. In 

order for the “lamps” of our lives to burn brightly with such love, we must be filled with the “oil” of 

forgiveness through faith in our Bridegroom, Jesus Christ (Matt. 25:1–4). Therefore, as we await His coming, 

wisdom directs us “to the dealers” (Matt. 25:9), that is, to the ministers of His Gospel. Thus, we wait upon 

the Lord, and we “encourage one another with these words” (1 Thess. 4:18). Waking or sleeping, we are 

prepared to meet Him when He comes “with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 

sound of the trumpet of God,” and “we will always be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:16, 17). 



The Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

November 19, 2017 – Matthew 25:14-30 
 

“Faithful and Wicked Servants” 
 
In the Gospel lesson today, Jesus tells yet another parable about His kingdom, with an eye towards His second 

coming.  The master gives various numbers of talents, that is, large sums of money, to three of his servants 

and then goes on a long trip. When he returns, he wants to know how each servant has fared. At first blush, 

this all sounds quite legalistic, like the master is doing rigorous performance reviews. But there are a few 

details to keep in mind. First. all of the resources come from the master. Second, the first two servants did not 

earn the same amount, but were given the same reward--”enter into the joy of your master.” Third, the wicked 

servant is not punished because he doesn't earn anything, but because he didn't even try. He himself admits 

that he knew what kind of master he was, and loved his master so little that he didn't even take the effort to 

put it in a savings account. The parable does not teach us that we will be judged on our comparative 

performance but warns us against wickedness and sloth in light of the last day. 

 

Last Sunday of the Church Year 

November 26, 2017  
 

“Come, you who are Blessed by my Father” 

 
When the crucified and risen Lord Jesus comes to judge the living and the dead, “he will separate people one 

from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats” (Matt. 25:32). “To those on his right,” who 

have been crucified and raised with Him through repentance and faith in His Gospel, He will grant the blessed 

kingdom of His Father (Matt. 25:34). Having been justified by His grace, they live unto righteousness in Him 

(Matt. 25:35–40). But “those on his left,” who trust in themselves and despise their neighbor, will depart 

“into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matt. 25:41). Until that day, the Lord searches 

for His sheep “as a shepherd seeks out his flock” (Ezek. 34:11–12). Through His preaching of repentance, He 

disciplines the proud sheep and goats, “the fat and the strong,” but through the preaching of forgiveness He 

rescues the lost, binds up the injured, strengthens the weak and feeds “the lean sheep” (Ezek. 34:16, 20). In 

this way, He destroys the power of death in the children of Adam by His cross, so that “in Christ shall all be 

made alive” by his resurrection (1 Cor. 15:20–26 

 

 
Altar Flower Chart: The cost of the Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday and you will be able to take your flowers 

home with you after the service in a box located near the organ speaker to the right of the Altar.  To have your 

payment for flowers applied correctly, please use one of the Designated Offering envelopes found in your box 

of envelopes or label the outside of one of your regular envelopes with the words ‘Altar flowers’. If you take the 

black liners home, please be sure to bring them back to church by the following Wednesday. Janice Hartness is 

our flower coordinator.  If you have any special requests, please contact her at 763-355-5427 by the Wednesday 

prior.  The Flower chart is not displayed now due to construction. Please see the schedule for the remainder of 

2017 below: 
 

November 5th – Bill and Julie Anderson 

November 12th – Janet Preus 

November 19th – David & Louise Werts 

November 26th – Garry & Cheryl McCreary 

December 3rd – Barbie & Dan Gruenhagen 

Remaining weeks in December - Poinsettias 



Sunday Schedule: Divine Service 9:00 AM; followed by Bible Class at 10:30. 

 

Saturday Evening Divine Services 5:00 PM  

Wednesday morning Prayer services begin at 9:30 AM; followed by Wednesday morning Bible Study. 

BACK TO CORNER STONE COMMONS  

Thanksgiving Eve Divine Service: Wednesday November 22nd at 7:00 pm.  

Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in 

the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for prayers 

for Grace International Lutheran, worshiping at Peace Lutheran, Robbinsdale and Pastor Isaac Williams, New 

Life (Neej Tshiab) Luthera, worshipping at Redeemer Luthera, Robbinsdale, and Pastor Yia Lo and Pastor 

Jonny Vang, Peace Lutheran, Robinsdale, and Pastor Steven Mayo Jones, and Redeemer Lutheran, 

Robbinsdale, and Rev Dan Matasovsky (vacancy pastor).  

Mom's Group:  Mom's group is going to look a little different this year with the construction.  We will be 

meeting monthly in different people's homes.  November’s meeting will take place on Thursday, November 

16th at the home of Shannon Lindh: 6301 Pioneer Trail, Corcoran. 6:30-8:30 pm. The December meeting will 

take place on Sunday, December 3rd at the home of JoAnne Christensen 2015 Vagabond Ln N, Plymouth from 

6:30-8:30 pm. If you are a mom of any age, YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME!  

 

MissionsFest Meeting: THIS SUNDAY November 5th after Bible Study, there will be an informational 

meeting about next year’s MissionsFest. If you are interested, please plan to attend this meeting to learn about 

all facets of this fun event and find out which parts you may be interested in helping with. Thank You! 

ANNUAL GERMAN DINNER: Sunday, November 5th from 4-7pm at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 9141 

County Rd 101, Corcoran, MN.  The 7th and 8th graders will be serving a German Dinner to raise money for 

their Washington D.C. trip that they take in the Spring.  The menu is roast pork, German potato salad, mashed 

potatoes and gravy, red cabbage, sauerkraut, roll and choice of apple kuchen or German chocolate cake and a 

beverage. Tickets  Prices are: Adults $12, Seniors (55+) $10, Children (5-12) $5 and Under 5 are Free. Hope 

to see you there! 

Members of Glory of Christ are invited to the "Installation of Pastor Matthew Moss at St. John's 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Corcoran, on Sunday, November 12th at 3pm." If you plan to attend, p  lease 

rsvp to Julie Anderson at 763-420-2426 by November 6th. Thank You! 

Remember in our Prayers: Idena Hagen, Sean Breininger, Arta Walter, Lee Hart, Velva Kosel, CLEF, 

Lutheran Synod of Mexico, Mandy Ewig (Daughter of Mike and Lea Connealy), Mike Kolhof (Brother-in-

law of Barb Rains), Family of Rosemary Brackmann (Lisa Brackmann’s mother), Logan, Emily & Jeoff 

Boyer (grandson/daughter & son-in-law of Rose and Gary Newhouse), Family of Cindy Koerner (Friend of 

Dennis & Andrea Neumann), Allen Yount (Son of Darlene Yount), Alice Yount (Daughter-in-Law of Darlene 

Yount) and Kim Diemand. 

 
November Compassion Circle Meeting November 13th: The card makers will meet at 10:30 in The Sun 

Porch on the 2nd Floor of Corner Stone Commons. Please use the North Elevator. The regular meeting will 

take place at 1:00. Thank You! 



 
Advent Services: Begin on Wednesday December 6th at 11:30 am at the Corner Stone Commons Chapel and 

at 7:00 pm at Glory of Christ Lutheran Church. 

The call of Advent is a call to slow down.  It is not Christmas–at least not yet.  Advent bids us patience, to 

slow down our hectic pace, even to trust in the Lord when dark is our road and confusing our path.  Advent is 

a call, not to push the Lord along, but to wait on Him and await His revelation at the right time. The midweek 

Advent sermon series will have us wait in the Bible’s songs that preceded and tell of Christ’s Birth.  Songs 

directly from the Bible are sometime called “Canticles” (Latin for “song”).  In this series, we will explore the 

scriptural songs revolving around the coming of Christ for our very salvation. 

“The Canticles of Christmas” 

Dec 6th : Mary’s Song, the Magnificat 

Dec 13th : Zechariah’s Song, the Benedictus 

Dec 20th : The Song of the Angels, the Gloria 

 

 
Christmas Services: NO Saturday Evening service on December 23rd, 9:00 am Divine Service on December 

24th, 5:00 pm Christmas Eve Service on December 24th and 9:00 am Christmas Day Service on December 25th.  

 
Sunday School Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 17th after the Divine Service. Practices 

Saturday, December 9th and 16th from 9-11 am. Thank You! 

 
Update on LCMS Mexico Mission: For several years now, we have been partnered with the Lutheran Synod 

of Mexico, supporting their efforts to train local pastors. Now, this next summer, we will have the opportunity 

to put our hands to work too! We are planning a work trip down to Mexico City sometime next May or June. 

If you are potentially interested, please contact pastor Johnson, and he'll keep you informed about further 

developments. 

 



 
Beautiful ideas. Real value. 

 
 

Holiday 2017 Poinsettia Program 
Fundraiser for the Glory of Christ Youth Group 

 
Help decorate our church for Christmas!  We had so many poinsettias last year 
and the church looked beautiful!  This year, our Poinsettia sales will once 
again be part of a Fundraising Program for our Youth Group. We are 
partnering with Bachman’s Direct Farm Products to supply our Poinsettias and 
there are two sizes to choose from. You can also order other items for your 
home or as gifts and they can be delivered here at church. Any questions, call 
Brenda Richards at 763-478-6031.  Ordering Deadline is Nov. 19th for the 
planters and Wreaths with delivery scheduled for Friday December 1st. 
Ordering deadline is Nov. 26th for Poinsettias with delivery scheduled for 
Friday, December 8th. Please leave the order form and a check made out to 
Glory of Christ in the folder on the back table of the Sanctuary. Order forms are 
also on this same table. Questions? Please see Brenda.  

Poinsettias 
 

6.5” Single     Red, White, Pink    $13.00 
 
8” Double    Red, White, Pink    $20.00    
 

Holiday Planters and Wreaths 
 

10” Norfolk Island Pine         $25.00 
12” Spruce Top Planter w/Mixed Greens     $50.00 
24” Balsam Wreath W/Bow & Cones      $20.00 
24” Premium Decorated Wreath       $50.00 
Spruce Top Bundle (10 per bundle)        $22.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Beautiful ideas. Real value. 

 

 
ORDER FORM 

 
Family Name: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Given in memory or celebration of: 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would like to order: 
 
Item Name       Size     Color Quantity    Price___ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
***You may take your poinsettia home anytime after the Christmas Day Service. Thank 
You! 

 
 

    Total Price:  $__________________   

 



 
 

Dear Members of Glory of Christ, 

 

I am very pleased to share with you that our construction project appears to be slightly past the halfway point 

to completion!  This is very good news as it means that we are that much closer to returning to a normal 

routine as a congregation.  I know it has been an inconvenient process, at best, but I would like to thank 

everyone for their patience and understanding over the past several months.  Hang on!  It will get better.  I 

promise. 

 

One of the things that was identified as being an inconvenience, and something we can actually do something 

about, is the lack of coat racks.  Now that the weather has turned colder, the need to have somewhere to hang 

coats has become clearly obvious.  With that, I’m happy to report that THANKS to Chuck and Marilyn 

Scharlau, we were able to obtain coat racks and hangers FREE from The Foursome in Plymouth. They are in 

the Narthex in the spaces where we used to hang our coats.  

 

Now that the building is nearing completion, the Church Council believes it is the opportune time to review 

the Church use policy and make any necessary edits to ensure that our facility will be used in an appropriate 

manner and that all necessary remedies for the Church are in place and enforceable should a group violate the 

policy.  After all, our congregation has made a significant investment in this facility and we want to keep it in 

fine condition for years to come. 

 

Thank you all for your continued support and fellowship.  Again, thank you for your patience during the 

construction project.  It is truly appreciated. 

 

 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

 

David Teske 

Council President 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 



 
Serving Sunday: (November 5, 2017)    

Acolyte:                                                 Bryce Wikman 

Processional:      Chris Corey 

Elders:                                                   Garry McCreary & Paul Koosman 

Ushers:                                                 Jonathan Schultz & Steve Rains 

Tech Duty:      Josh Christian 

Altar Guild:      Beth Schoolman & Julie Anderson  

Offering Counters:                                 Craig & Charlotte Smith   

Bread Baker:                                         Charlotte Smith            

Bread Deliverer:                                     Craig Smith   
                                   

Serving Sunday: (November 12, 2017) 

Acolyte:                                                 Cailin Argent 

Elders:                                                   Garry McCreary & Paul Koosman 

Ushers:                                                 Jerry Malo & Brian Malo 

Tech Duty:     Ryan Marshall 

Altar Guild:                                            Jill Larson & Gayle McGriff 

Offering Counters:                                 Bob & Arlene Strom   

Bread Baker:                                         Julie Anderson            

Bread Deliverer:                                    Janet Preus   
                                   

Serving Sunday: (November 19, 2017)  

Acolyte:                                                 Nina Nygren 

Elders:                                                   Garry McCreary & Paul Koosman 

Ushers:                                                 Jeremy Eickhoff & Marcus Olson 

Tech Duty:     Travis Dorweiler 

Altar Guild:                                            Brenda Richards 

Offering Counters:                                 Kent Rudeen & Janelle Franzmeier 

Bread Baker:                                         Susan Johnson            

Bread Deliverer:                                    Chelsie Ofsthun   
                                 

Serving Wednesday: Thanksgiving Eve (November 22, 2017)       

Acolyte:     William Rolf 

Elders:                                                   Garry McCreary & Paul Koosman 

Ushers:     Mike Miller & Bob Strom 

Altar Guild:      Brenda Richards 

                                 

Serving Sunday: (November 26, 2017)       

Acolyte:     Bryce Wikman 

Elders:        Garry McCreary & Paul Koosman 

Ushers:     Patton Hoffarth & Jesse Huber 

Tech Duty:     Josh Christian 

Altar Guild:      Barb Rains & Brenda Richards 

Offering Counters:        Jeremy & Jill Eickhoff 

Bread Baker:       Charlotte Smith   

Bread Deliverer:    Sharla Woolfolk 



 
 

November 1st       Kallie Theiste    Birthday 

             

November 2nd          Danny Richards     Birthday 

       

November 3rd         Jesse & Liz Huber    Anniversary 

 

November 5th          Kim Diemand    Birthday 

 

November 6th           Tyler Dorweiler    Birthday 

             

November 7th          Michael Smith    Birthday 

      Christine Zitzlsperger   Birthday 

             

November 11th          Maddie Nelson    Birthday 

 

November 12th         Sean Breininger     Birthday 

      Bri Dorweiler    Birthday 

       

November 18th          Dan & Linda Corey   Anniversary 

 

November 21st         Chuck Scharlau    Birthday 

 

November 22nd        Rachel Theiste    Birthday 

             

November 23rd       Carl & Janice Hartness   Anniversary 

 

November 24th        Jean Small      Birthday 

 

November 25th    Sandi Edenborg    Birthday 

 

November 30th    Caleb McCreary    Birthday 

      Jonathan Thurk    Birthday 

 

 

 

 



  

 


