
 
 

 

Students of the World 

Do not be conformed any longer to the pattern to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 

mind (Romans 12:2) 

If we are not to be conformed to the pattern of this world, we would do well to know what the pattern of 

this world is.  

 

During the colonial era, one of the popular ideas about human understanding was the idea of tabula rasa, 

latin for “blank slate.” The idea was human beings were born without any knowledge or tools about how 

to process the outside world. Our minds began as “blank slates” and our thinking simply became a product 

of the teachers and the ideas that we encountered. Now there's a lot of problems with this “blank slate” 

theory, but there is at least a kernel of truth to it. Our thoughts and opinions have been shaped by the 

world around us in ways that we often don't even recognize. Just for example, we believe, by and large, 

that anyone who works hard and finds opportunities for themselves should be able to succeed. But that 

thinking has been dramatically shaped by growing up in the United States. If we had grown up in a caste-

based culture like 19th century India, we might think very differently.  

 

So if Christ calls us not to be conformed to the pattern of this world, yet we've been so shaped by the 

world around us, then we would do well to become students of this world that has shaped us. What I mean 

is: we should seek to understand the movements and the ideas that have formed our thinking. If our 

thinking has been influenced by democracy, we should seek to understand democracy. If we have been 

shaped by postmodernism, we should understand postmodernism. If we have been shaped by 

individualism, we should take a good hard look at how individualism has colored the way we see Christ 

and the church. 

 

I know what you're thinking. “Hey, it would be really useful if one of our pastors did a study on this!” Ok, 

you talked me into it. 

 

In between our next few Bible Study series, we'll be interspersing several short “worldview” studies We'll 

be starting with individualism and the church. These studies will probably be best in small doses, so we'll 

go for just a few weeks and then move on to a book of the Bible.  



 
The Fourth Week of Easter – Confirmation Sunday 

May 7, 2017 – John 10:1-10 

 
A Vital Shepherd 

 
It's Good Shepherd Sunday; you can't miss it. All of our readings are about Jesus, our shepherd. Our psalm of the 
day is 23. And we're even singing hymns like “The King of Love My Shepherd Is.” Inevitably, this day will conjure 
up visions of little wooly sheep grazing on lush, mountainside pastures, as Jesus kindly and serenely watches over 
them. But what you might miss from today is the danger. When Jesus describes describes himself as a shepherd, he 
does not spare our sensibilities from the dire threats that surround us. The shepherd may enter by the door, but 
the thief and the robber do not bind themselves by such courtesies. They have a single purpose: to steal and kill 
and destroy. Satan and all those who are allied with his purposes are not content to leave the Lord's sheep alone. 
Here in this age, we walk in the valley of the shadow of death, not in a picturesque pastoral scene. But our shepherd 
has already suffered death and is victorious over it. So we sheep fear no evil from any foe, whether in life or in 
death. 

 

The Fifth Week of Easter 

May 14, 2017, 2017 – John 14:1-12 

 

“No Troubled Hearts in the Father’s House! 

 

“Believe in God. Believe also in Me.” To believe in God but not Jesus is to believe in a God who is not 

reconciled with this world; who has no reason to forgive our sins but rather every reason to count men’s sins 

against them. To believe in God but not Jesus is to believe in a God that requires sinners to justify themselves 

before God by their own merits and worthiness. And there is no relief for a troubled heart in that.  “Believe in 

God. Believe also in Me.” This is the only relief for hearts that are troubled with fear or guilt or shame before 

God. Jesus Christ is God in the flesh, dwelling among us, crucified for us, atoning for all of our sins, reconciling 

the Father to us, not according to our merits and worthiness but according to His. For His sake, the Father 

forgives us all of our sins. And in this faith alone, our hearts are not troubled. 

 

The Sixth Week of Easter 

May 21, 2017 – John 14:15-21 

 

God Made Known 

 

While Paul was in Athens, he noticed that alongside the myriad of other gods that they had there, they even had 

an altar for “an unknown god.” You know, just in case they had missed one. But Paul uses this “unknown god” 

as a springboard to proclaim that this god who was unknown to them was, in fact, the one and only true God.  

But without someone like Paul to proclaim the Lord to them, He would remain forever unknown, for only 

through the Spirit can we truly know God. Jesus has only promised the Spirit to his own followers. In the upper 

room, He promised them “... the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 

knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.” There are a great many people 

searching for God, and many believe that they have found him. But Jesus makes it clear: it is God who makes 

Himself known to us, and this He does by the Spirit. Apart from this, God is forever relegated to the gardens of 

Athens, bearing only the inscription “unknown.”  

 

 



The Ascension of Our Lord 

Thursday May 25, 2017 – Luke 24:44-53 

 

“The Ascended Christ is Blessing You!” 

Dear Christians, when Jesus ascended, all that was gone from this earth was the physical sight of Jesus.  The 
cloud means that He is no longer within our ordinary limits.  He was voluntarily within those limits for 
thirty years, but no more.  While remaining a Man, Jesus is now present and does things in the whole range 
of God’s way of being present and doing things.  That is why we can say a true man now controls the 
universe.  That is why we say that this true Man can feed us and thousands of others tonight with His true 
body and true blood.  The Ascended Christ is still blessing you with His presence. 
 
The Seventh Sunday of Easter  

May 28, 2017 – John 17:1-11 

 
Going on as Twelve 
 

The seventh Sunday of Easter is odd for the church. Ascension was last Thursday, and now our Lord is no 

longer with us the same way he was before. So you can imagine the scene with the disciples as they gathered 

together just before Pentecost. “Why did He leave? What do we do next? How will we go on?” 

Jesus may have ascended into heaven, but He had not left them as orphans (Jn 14:8), they were still the Lord's 

people, even during this “little while.” Throughout history, the Lord's people are always marked by the number 

twelve. Jacob had twelve sons. The Israelites were divided into twelve tribes. And Jesus had chosen twelve 

disciples. With Judas gone, it was time to make the twelve complete again, so they picked Matthias. They could 

go on then as the twelve—the people of God. And so can we. 

 
   

 
Sunday Schedule: Divine Service 9:00 AM; followed by Bible Class and Sunday school at 10:30. 

 

Monday Evening Divine Services 7:00 PM 

 

Ascension Service: Thursday, May 25th 7:00 PM 

 

Wednesday morning Prayer services have begun and begin at 9:15 AM 

 

Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in 

the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for prayers 

for Shepherd of the Grove Lutheran and Childcare Center, Maple Grove, and Pastor Tim Lamkin, Sr., Rev. 

Matthew Harrison, or Synod President and all our elected officers and board members in the LCMS, Rev. Dean 

Nadasdy, our District President, and all of our elected officers and board members in the MN South District and 

for Rev. John Fehrmann and his work with Confessional Lutheran Educational Foundation (CLEF) in other 

nations.  

 

Christmas in July Party! The Johnson’s Christmas in July Party will be on Sunday, July 16th! Mark your 

Calendars! More information will be coming! 

 



Workshop with Dr. David Adams: Last summer, Glory of Christ hosted a Concordia Seminary Summer 

Workshop with Dr. David Adams, but his computer crashed and he was unable to present on his original topic. 

But good news! He is returning on May 22-24 to give his original presentation, so we all have a second 

opportunity to hear him present on “The Present God: Exploring a Major Biblical Theme.” Tentative times for 

this workshop are 1-5 Monday, 8-5 Tuesday and 8-11 Wednesday.  In this presentation, Dr. David Adams will 

explore the major theological motif of the presence of God and show how it shapes the faith of the Old 

Testament and the fulfillment of that faith in the person and ministry of Jesus Christ in the New Testament. 

Please note that this presentation is for both clergy and laity. If you would like to attend, you can contact Pastor 

Jeremiah Johnson at jeremiahdj@gmail.com. Or better yet, register directly online at 

http://www.csl.edu/resources/continuinged/summer-workshop-series/. For those who did not attend last year, 

registration cost is $140.00, however, we have one scholarship available; first come, first served. Please 

contact Brenda regarding scholarship registration.  

 

2017 Glory of Christ Men’s Retreat: The Men’s Retreat has been set for September 15th-17th. It will be at the 

same location on the Whitefish Chain of Lakes in Crosslake, MN. The retreat last year was a big success and we 

are continuing the tradition. Please sign up on the signup sheet in the Narthex. When you sign up, please 

indicate the day and time you plan to arrive. If you have any questions about the event please ask one of the 

Elders If you attended last year, recruit others who missed out on this great fellowship event! 

 

SAVE THE DATE! The Glory of Christ Golf Event will be Saturday, August 19.  We had a great turnout 

last year, and look forward to the fun and fellowship again this year!  Please reserve this date on your calendar 

and plan to join us.  Questions? See Mike Miller or Naomi Teske.   

 

Single Young Adult Event, May 20th: Please see the flyer for this event in your bulletin. If you would like to 

attend, please email Leah Johnson at leahjohnson09@comcast.net to rsvp. Please know that ALL members of 

our circuit are invited to attend the Service of Compline at 8:00 pm on this date.  

 

To Pastors Johnson, Krueger and Weibel -- Thank you for your visits, both at home and the hospital, during 

my recent surgery.  Your pastoral care was a great comfort to me and continues to provide faith and hope as I 

continue to heal.  Also, thank you to my dear Glory of Christ family that called, visited and sent cards.  Your 

concern and prayers serve as solace and support to me.  Thank you all.  Jan Diemand 

 

Acolytes Needed for June through August! An email has been sent out to all Confirmation kids’s parents but 

please see the signup sheet on the Youth Board in the Narthex to sign up for the open dates. Thank You! 

 

This Sunday is Confirmation Sunday! Congratulations to all of our Confirmands, Ethan Ring, Bri Dorweiler 

and Maddie Nelson!  God Bless you on this wonderful accomplishment!   

 

Remember in our Prayers: Idena Hagen, Sean Breininger, Lisa Brackmann, Arta Walter, Paul Johnson, Lee 

Hart, CLEF, Lutheran Synod of Mexico, Ann Olson, Shelby Klapprich (Friend of Jen & Ben Schaumburg), 

Sarah Miller, Mandy Ewig (Daughter of Mike & Lea Connealy), Rev. Walter Fehrmann (Father of Rev. John 

Fehrmann), Donna Preus, LaValle Berkner (Sarah Miller’s Father), Mike Kohlhof (Barb Rains’ Brother-in-

law), Nora Gless (Friend of Sandi Brusacorum), The Family of Dan Harrison (President Matthew Harrison’s 

Brother) The Family of Patricia McCreary (Garry McCreary’s Mother), The Family of Kevin Thompson 

(Friend of Mike Krause) and Matt, Joanna and Claire Bindert (Pam Bindert’s son, daughter-in-law and new 

baby granddaughter). 
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MissionsFest – “At the Hop”! Update: 

 

Thank you to everyone who organized, worked and attended MissionsFest 

this year! It was so much fun and a great success! We raised over 

$35,000.00 for Missions! 
 

 

 
Compassion Circle End of Year Luncheon Reminder: The Compassion Circle will be 

having their end of year Luncheon this coming Monday, May 8th, 1:00 pm at Roberts 

Restaurant at the Medina Entertainment Center.  
 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Mission of the Month: Mexico 
 

Wait, wasn't the Mexico Mission the Mission of the Month back in March? That's right, but there is so 

much work being done there, it will be the Mission of the Month for three months. Last month, you were 

introduced to Tyler McMiller, who served in Mexico City for two years and is now scheduled to come 

back to the states and begin his pastoral training this fall. But before we move on to one of the other 

missionaries serving in Mexico City, Rev. Daniel Conrad, let's first go back and review a little bit of the 

Lutheran Synod of Mexico's history. 

 

History 

The Missouri Synod began 

work in Mexico in 1940, and 

not too long afterwards, the 

Lutheran Synod of Mexico was 

formed. We have always been 

their close ally, and they 

became a sister church with the 

LCMS in 1968. By 1998, the 

Lutheran Synod of Mexico had 

nearly 40 churches, a seminary, 

and several grade schools. But 

this same year was the 

beginning of a very difficult 

time.  

 

Theological controversies and 

other hardships began to wreak havoc with our sister church. There were difficulties at the seminary, and 

there was no longer a reliable way to train local pastors—no route to ordination. With no Lutheran 

Seminary, the Lutheran Synod of Mexico has not had a new pastor since 1998.  About the same time, the 

LCMS was entering into a budget crisis, and mission dollars were drastically cut. We pulled out of 

Mexico entirely, and have been virtually absent since. The need for theological education has been 

desperate, and our relationship was strained.  

 

But in 2013, the Lutheran Synod of Mexico, under the able leadership of President Isaac, reached out to 

the Missouri Synod for help, and we have answered the call. The most urgent need has been providing 

theological/pastoral training and a faithful route to ordination. As of today, there are four young men 

from Mexico studying at the Lutheran seminary in Argentina who will return and become the first new 

pastors in the Lutheran Synod of Mexico since 1998. In addition, there are several more who have been 

studying under Pastor Conrad locally in Mexico City. The Lutheran Synod of Mexico may have enough 

pastors for all their congregations within just a few short years. 

 

 



Pastor Daniel Conrad 

Pastor Conrad was a missionary for 20 years in 

Venezuela (1984-2003). While serving in 

Venezuela, he focused on the formation and 

mentoring of national pastors in that country. 

With his familiarity with the Hispanic culture, 

his language skills, and his experience with 

pastoral formation, he was a natural choice for 

the work in Mexico. In this role, Daniel serves 

as the interim pastor at San Pedro Lutheran 

Church and is the coordinator of theological 

education for the entire country. He works with 

and mentors national pastors and pastors in 

formation who are serving throughout Mexico. 

He and his family have now been serving more 

than a year in Mexico City. He works with 

several students locally there in Mexico City as 

well as a few via the Internet who are scattered throughout the rest of the country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 
 

 

Dear Members of Glory of Christ, 

 

Spring has finally sprung!  I never thought it would arrive but am thankful that it looks as though we are 

turning the corner in terms of our weather.  With the warm-up will come construction season which 

means there are a lot of activities that need to occur to be ready for the expansion and remodeling 

project. 

 

To begin with, I will be working with the Building Committee and Church Council to develop a plan for 

emptying the building, or at least the affected areas of the building, where construction will be 

occurring.  This will require several considerations, including: 

 

• Providing an office trailer for Church staff (i.e. Pastors and Brenda) 

• Identifying items that will be kept and putting those in storage 

• Identifying items that are no longer used and can be donated or tossed in the dumpster 

• Getting a dumpster on site and throwing out all items that are no longer useable or needed 

• Obtaining “POD”-type storage for all items we are keeping 

• Organizing a team of individuals to move stuff out (sounds much like the Manly Man Day at 

Pastor Johnson’s but, in this case, everyone is welcome) 

Fortunately, we will have some time to get these things done (approx. by Sept. 1st) since the first several 

weeks of the project will involve the new addition portions of the building.  However, it’s not too early 

to start thinking about what stays and what goes.  With that said, I would like to kindly ask those who 

are involved with the various groups at Glory of Christ (i.e. Sunday school, music, etc.) to start thinking 

about this and, perhaps, start making a list of stay/go items.  Please don’t hesitate to let me or any of the 

Council members know of any ideas you may have to promote a smooth process. 

 

Thank you all for your continued support and enthusiastic fellowship. 

 

In Christ, 

 

David Teske 

Council President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
Serving Sunday: (May 7, 2017)  

Coffee Servers:                                       Rhea Schulz & Linda Corey 

Acolyte:                                                 Cailin Argent 

Elders:                                                   Roger Hargreaves & Curt Woolfolk 

Ushers:                                                 Bruce Larson & Chuck McGriff 

Tech Duty:     Ryan Marshall 

Altar Guild:                                            Gloria Doehling & Brenda Richards 

Offering Counters:                                 Bob & Arlene Strom 

Bread Baker:                                         Susan Johnson            

Bread Deliverer:                                     Chelsie Ofsthun   

                                   
Serving Sunday: (May 14, 2017) 

Coffee Servers:                                       Carla Claussen & Sandi Edenborg 

Acolyte:                                                 William Rolf 

Elders:                                                   Roger Hargreaves & Curt Woolfolk 

Ushers:                                                 Jim Fahnhorst & Chris Houck 

Tech Duty:    Travis Dorweiler 

Altar Guild:                                            Barb Rains & Brenda Richards 

Offering Counters:                                 Kent Rudeen & Janelle Franzmeier 

Bread Baker:                                         Charlotte Smith            

Bread Deliverer:                                    Sharla Woolfolk   

                                   
Serving Easter Sunday: (May 21, 2017)  

Coffee Servers:                                       Jason & Kelly Kruger 

Acolyte:                                                 Henry Rolf 

Elders:                                                   Roger Hargreaves & Curt Woolfolk 

Ushers:                                                 Steve Rains & Russ McBroom 

Tech Duty:    Josh Christian 

Altar Guild:                                            Pauline Hemingway & Marilyn Scharlau 

Offering Counters:                                 Jeremy & Jill Eickhoff 

Bread Baker:                                         Janelle Franzmeier            

Bread Deliverer:                                    Beth Schoolman   

                                 
Serving Ascension Thursday: (May 25, 2017)  
Acolyte:                                        ? 
Processional:     Chris Corey 

Elders:      Roger Hargreaves & Curt Woolfolk 

Ushers:                                                 Leonard Albers & Tim Beach 

Altar Guild:     Brenda Richards 

                                   
Serving Sunday: (May 28, 2017)  
Coffee Servers:     Mark & Karen Swenson      

Acolyte:    Cailin Argent 

Elders:        Roger Hargreaves & Curt Woolfolk 

Ushers:     Jonathan Schulz & ? 

Tech Duty:    Ryan Marshall 

Altar Guild:     David & Gayle Barnaby 

Offering Counters:       David & Naomi Teske 

Bread Baker:      Gayle Barnaby   

Bread Deliverer:   Lori Beck   



 
 

May 2nd      Arta Walter     Birthday 

 

May 3rd      Amanda Malo    Birthday 

      Brad Schoolman    Birthday 

      Philippe DeBlois    Birthday 

 

May 8th     Chuck & Marilyn Scharlau  Anniversary 

 

May 9th     Eleanor Rolf     Birthday 

 

May 10th      Kent Rudeen & Janelle Franzmeier Anniversary 

 

May 15th      LeRoy & Betty Reinke   Anniversary 

      Janet Karius     Birthday 

      Jill Eickhoff     Birthday 

 

May 16th     Charlotte Smith    Birthday 

 

May 17th     Maciej Justat    Birthday 

 

May 20th      Sarah DeBlois    Birthday 

 

May 22nd      Rachel Werts    Birthday 

 

April 22nd     Tom & Brenda Richards   Anniversary 

 

May 28th     Janice Kimmel    Birthday 

      Andrea Neumann    Birthday 

 

May 30th     Drew Johnson    Birthday 

      Travis & Kelly Dorweiler  Anniversary 

 

May 31st      Mike & Lea Connealy   Anniversary 

 
 

 

     

 

 



  
 

 


