
 

 
The Temptations of Lent: Forgetting Your Baptism. 

 

 I recently took our youth group through the temptation of Jesus in Matthew’s gospel. I thought I would 

share with you some of the things I discussed with them, beginning with the placement of Jesus’ temptation in 

the lectionary.   

 As you many of you may know, the First Sunday of Lent always begins with Jesus’ temptation in the 

wilderness for the gospel reading.  This really does set the tone for lent as we head toward the cross. Jesus 

temptation is part of His passion. Meaning, Jesus starts going to battle with sin and satan well before the 

cross.  As we use Lent for a time for penitential reflection, Jesus’ temptation can certainly help us recognize 

and fight against satan’s tempt in our own lives. 

 The context of Jesus’ temptation in the gospels is also important. Jesus had just come from His 

baptism and then the battle begins in the wilderness.  His Baptism leads straightaway into temptation.  Jesus’ 

baptism marked Him as the sin bearer, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  God’s Word 

had declared, “This is My beloved Son,” Then He was led by the spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 

the devil.   

 Satan’s assaults on Christ all have to do with tempting Jesus to believe his word of, “If you are the Son 

of God”…prove it!  Over His Father’s word in Baptism, “You are my Beloved Son”.  Satan wanted Jesus to 

forget His baptism. This is not the first time Satan had twisted God’s word to tempt someone.  In the garden 

of Eden Satan wanted his word to trump God’s word by saying to Adam and Eve “Did God actually say, ‘You 

shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”    

 Never had man won against satan, ever.  But even in that first tragic loss in Eden, God revealed an 

answer for sin and its curse of death.  To the serpent, the Lord God said, “He (That is the messiah, the savior 

the sin bearer, Jesus) shall Crush- your head, and he shall bruise his heel.” (Gen. 3:15)  Shortly after that 

God removed them from Eden.  They lived and died in this world of thorns and thistles.  Yet, God’s promised 

remained of one who would come into this wilderness to crush the head of Satan. And so, in the wilderness 

we see a little head bruising, a little grinding of the Savior’s heel on Satan’s head.  Again, this marks the 

beginning of Jesus Passion and journey to the cross. 

 As strange as it may sound, we are to rejoice that Satan assaults the word made flesh in the wilderness!  

This is preciously why Jesus was born in Bethlehem’s stable!  This is why Jesus was baptized!  It was to enter 

into battle with the devil and win…! For your sake and for your crown of life!    

 

 



 Satan’s goal is always to drive us away from the word of God, and to think about anything else but our 

Lord’s words of life.   By virtue of your baptism, you have a huge target on you and Satan is always aiming 

for you.  Satan wants you to forget your baptism.  He doesn’t want God’s word of love and mercy and 

forgiveness ringing in your ears and hearts.  He wants you to doubt everything that God says about you 

because of your baptism.   

 Satan certainly goes after God’s own.  He already has the unbelieving, undead masses of the world in 

his pocket.  There’s little work for Him to do there! Satan is frustrated that despite your stumbling’s, despite 

your sometimes closed ears to God’s word, despite your sins- you have something bigger and better marked 

on you, the cross and work of the Crucified Christ given in the waters of your Holy Baptism.  The battle, in an 

eternal sense is already won, “It is finished!”    

 Now, that doesn’t mean satan will stop shooting his arrows of temptation at you in this life. Satan is 

good at what he does, and he matches his temptations to the Christian’s place and station in life and plays on 

our unique weaknesses.  “Each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire 

when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.” (James 1:14-15)  

 I had a high school theology teacher that often said, “Satan loves to whisper sweet nothings into your 

ear.”  He meant that satan wants us to think his temptations are actually good for us. That’s what satan did to 

Adam and Eve with the fruit (you will be like God!) and it’s what was his same tactic with Jesus in the 

wilderness (All these worldly kingdoms I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me). And still to us, 

he makes it seem like his temptations are better than God’s word every day. Lying seems better than the truth. 

Cheating seems better then hard work. God wouldn’t care if you just did it once! At the core of satan’s 

temptations, he wants us to forget what God’s word says and what it says about us as His baptized children- 

We are His beloved son or daughter in whom He is well pleased! 

 Satan left defeated from the battle in the wilderness, but he would have his voice echoed at the cross 

by, “If you are the Son of God, come down from there.” (Mt. 27:40)  Because Jesus is the incarnate word of 

God, the baptized sin bearer, Jesus’ stays His post on His tree of death.  What looked like His end when Jesus 

says, “It is finished,” was really the end of Satan’s power to accuse us. 

  Lent has us focus on our fragile mortality and the temporary nature of this body and life.  We are to 

acknowledge the weakness of our flesh and failure to subdue our sinful human impulses; Lent then bids us to 

lift our eyes to the savior who remembered His baptism perfectly and lived in the Word of God and not 

fleshly desires or experience.  You had the sign of the cross marked with ashes on you on Ash Wednesday to 

acknowledge that the wages of sin is death.  And also, to show you will be given a new life and perfect body 

because Jesus was raised from the dust of the earth to live again!  You are dust and to dust you shall return.  

But in your baptism death is washed off of you. You are baptized and to your baptism you shall return. 

 

Lenten Peace and Joy, 

 

Pastor Krueger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Third Sunday in Lent 

March 7, 2021 

John 2:13-22 

“Let the church be the church!” 

 

Jesus’ righteous patient anger directed at the problems in the temple has something to teach the church today.  

Today’s account proclaims: Let the church be the church!  Do not bring the world into the church; let the 

gospel do its work through the Word of God alone.  

 

Jesus’ concern for the conduct of His Church, her worship and the worship space has not changed.  Nor has 

the church’s tendency to do business in the church and to substitute other actions for God’s purposes in 

coming among us.  The Third Commandment is no less attacked today than on that day in the temple.  

Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.  Remember- keep and observe the Sabbath day with purpose - 

receiving what God promises to bestow.   

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 14, 2021 

John 3:14-21 

“How Do You Know God’s Love? JESUS!” 

 

John 3:16 is not to be heard as a Hallmark card regarding God’s emotional love toward us. Rather, He is 

explaining to Nicodemus how exactly God loves the world: God loves the world by giving His Son into death 

as a ransom for rebels who hated Him and killed Him and who chose Satan over Him. The “so” should be 

understood as, “this is the way” God loved the world: He gave His only-begotten Son so that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” His death is how He loves the world, how He 

makes it His again."   

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 21, 2021 

Mark 10:35-45 

“Jesus Power is in Weakness: The Cross” 

 

In every generation, the church, pastors and laity, are tempted to seek positions of power and prestige, 

especially in the eyes of the world.  Whenever such temptations come to us – to use Jesus to climb the ladder 

– we are to remember that Jesus’ greatest moment of triumph was on the cross in His suffering and weakness.  

The two men – on Jesus’ right and left on the cross were sinners.  Is that where James and John want to be? Is 

that where we want to be? Absolutely nothing about the positions of those two men seemed good or 

glamorous.  For one of those men the pull from the prestige of the world plunged him into the pit of hell.  But 

for the other, the power of faith and Jesus authority, even in dying moments, was shown to be great.  

    

 

 

 

 

 



The Sunday of the Passion (Palm Sunday)  

March 28, 2021 

John 12:20-43 & Mark 15 

“God Can’t Die! But He Did…For You” 

 

Passion Sunday begins with the procession of palms. It reflects the contrasting attitudes toward Jesus that 

were on display during the days leading up to His crucifixion. "Palm Sunday" is named after the palms that 

were spread before Jesus as He entered Jerusalem. The acclamation of the people, "Hosanna to the Son of 

David. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord," clearly reveals that they hailed Jesus as the 

messianic king. Yet only days later, our Lord would hear the cry "Crucify!" This contrast is reflected on this 

day as the joy of His triumphal entry into Jerusalem gives way to the somber remembrance of His passion 

(from the Latin passio which means "suffering"). The extended reading from the passion narrative sets before 

the faithful all that our Lord did on our behalf. Thus, is the Church prepared to enter Holy Week – the most 

important week of the entire Church Year. 

 

 
Altar Flower Chart: The cost of the Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday and you will be able to take your flowers 

home with you after the service in a box located in the kitchen on the shelf above the triple sink. There is a 

packet of cut floral food clipped to the box for you to mix with water that will keep your flowers fresh, 

longer. Feel free to take your flowers home with you on Sunday if you are at church. To have your payment 

for flowers applied correctly, please use one of the Designated Offering envelopes found in your box of 

envelopes or label the outside of one of your regular envelopes with the words ‘Altar flowers’. If you take the 

black liners home, please be sure to bring them back to church by the following Wednesday. Janice Hartness is 

our flower coordinator.  If you have any special requests, please contact her at 763-355-5427 by the Wednesday 

prior. The following people have signed up for Altar Flowers through March:  

 

March 7th  David & Naomi Teske 

March 14th  Andrea Neumann 

March 21st Todd & Cendee Palmer 

March 28th  OPEN  

 

Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in 

the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for 

Redeemer Lutheran, Robbinsdale, St. John Ev. Lutheran, Corcoran, and school, and Pastor Matthew Moss and 

Pastor Matthew Johnson, St. Paul Lutheran, Osseo, and Pastor Daniel Burns, and Shepherd of the Grove 

Lutheran & Childcare Center, Maple Grove, and Pastor Tim Lamkin, Sr. 

Big Pictures in the Scriptures 

It’s important to look at the trees, but sometimes you have to step back and look at the whole forest. The same 

is true when we’re reading the Bible. In sermons, we usually zero in on just one little reading (or even just one 

verse!). In Bible Study, we’ll often devote ourselves to just one book. And it’s great to study the Biblical 

“trees” like this, but it’s also important to take a step back once in a while and look at the bigger forest, and 

that’s what we’re going to do in our new Sunday morning Bible class We’re going to study the big, Biblical 

themes that are painted across the entire canvas of the Scriptures: kingdom, covenant, messiah, temple, 

salvation. And it will come as no surprise to you that these themes all direct us in one way or another to the 

very center of the Scriptures—Jesus himself.  



DAILY, 15-MINUTE, VERSE-BY-VERSE BIBLE STUDY FOR LENT… The Word of the Lord 

Endures Forever is an on-demand podcast hosted by LCMS Pastor Will Weedon and produced by Lutheran 

Public Radio in Collinsville, IL.  Pastor Weedon will begin a study this week on the Book of Hosea.  You can 

listen at your convenience at thewordendures.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider.  

 

SACRED MUSIC FOR THE SEASON OF LENT..."When I Survey the Wondrous Cross,” “In the Cross of 

Christ I Glory,” “My Song Is Love Unknown,” “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth.”  You can listen to 

sacred music for the Lenten season 24/7 at lutheranpublicradio.org, TuneIn, Amazon Echo, Google Home and 

the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.  

 

Remember in our Prayers: Sean Breininger, Lee & Doris Hart, CLEF, Lutheran Synod of Mexico, Todd 

Janka, Tim Lavanger, Sophia Homrighausen (Mike and Sarah Miller’s granddaughter), Roy Wise (Brother-in-

Law of Pauline Hemingway), Norm Theiste, Sarah Wippich (Principal of Trinity First Lutheran School), 

Gayle McGriff, Joel Forthun (Brenda Richards’ brother), Michael Hemingway (Pauline Hemingway’s 

brother), Carmen Sook (Pauline Hemingway’s Niece), Jim Fahnhorst, Jim Small, Chuck Scharlau, Sara 

Tibbetts (niece of Tom and Brenda Richards and Naomi Zahratka (Friend of Ryan and Maddie Marshall). 

 

 
 

 
Lenten Services: February 24th – March 24th (Prayer Offices - No Communion) 

Morning Services: 11:30 am 

Evening Services: 7:00 pm 

 

 

 

 
Passion Sunday, Holy Week, Easter Vigil and Easter Services:  

Passion Sunday services on March 28th will remain as usual: 8:00 am, 9:30 am (High Risk in the 

multipurpose room), and 10:45 am.  

Maundy Thursday service on April 1st at 7:00 pm. 

Good Friday services on April 2nd at 11:30 am and 7:00 pm.  

Easter Vigil with Evening Prayer service on Saturday April 3rd at 7:45 pm. 

Four Easter services on Sunday, April 4th at 8:00 am, 9:30 am (in the Sanctuary); 9:30 am (High Risk in 

multipurpose room) and 11:00 am. Please plan to join us! 

 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tqf9vM-55cMncul4ASrDthBrrnkF9gBnuK2ToSM_uzPEGyUZDmhN7vnruwtGwL0apeY0FdjFXHMU5xos6RB9WPr_uEJXEreef4BFzKRiJPRrRZwGTTMR9rqq3IN1F6Gm3BO_3Q6Y8rKnumnHPzkYyZIiIRxDYhnB&c=3kYO1SAoNc1fYka-rfM9Fondo1PdXRfd6UJ7CggZW98nIyeu2nYPdA==&ch=iXbVvXiCVcNdaBKgYStz7SU4aJRzGVojn4SfaqeGYC-7nR8rorP4ig==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012wziiBJLjeuFcOLUgwH_ItSFCPH_2sClzxRJ2AgMQCLyGAWsNnbAtraaNDdNDRtzsMD8wXDzdjZXUQ1gLlhWOahlAIUp2lYYwgZLaouAdXe295fS_umQEPUD0Du1jVy4xgsNaEpFfKQjmtF_OYLYbTM1Sd5vAm8E&c=SAuDvVsvZV6kJlUGUuD1N5DNEWTbg98a7ky7mSwIqpv6as4uW94WXg==&ch=_uSTJpQOrlx_I6DBbkzjkkgJ9q_YgdQffyWxEhPPfBbWKSqT71gURg==


2021 Lenten Worship and Sermon Series:  
“The Seven Words of Life, from the Cross of Death.” 

 

                                               
 

“Forgive + Paradise + Forsaken + Behold + Thirst + Commit + Finished.” 
 

 

Lent is the time when the Church reflects on Christ’s Passion and Death in an intensely focused way. 

After Jesus was nailed to the cross, He spoke 7 short expressions. These statements are now 

commonly referred to as “The Seven Last Words of Christ.” These words are recounted in Holy 

Scripture and are found throughout the four Gospels. The preaching series for Lent this year will be 

based on CPH’s, “Words of Life from the Cross” Lenten Series (2010). We will meditate on the seven 

words of Christ from the cross.  

 

Can you recall all seven of Our Lord’s last words on the Cross? As you contemplate His Passion and 

Death this Lenten season, remember that these words, although spoken nearly 2000 years ago, at 

Calvary, were meant for every generation. Nothing our Lord said or did is without meaning.  

 

Prepare your hearts this Lenten season by reflecting on the Seven Last Words of Christ every 

Wednesday at our midweek services, 11:30 am and 7:00 pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Easter Flowers 
  

Help decorate the church for Easter.  There are several flowers to choose from.  You may take 
them home after the Easter Service. 
  
Easter Lilies (5 or more flowers) $8.00 
Tulips:     $7.50   (red, purple, yellow) 
Mums:    $8.00   (purple, yellow, white) 
Hydrangea (Pink)               $15.25 
Pansy Bowl (10”)               $10.00  (assorted colors) 
Pansy Bowl (12”)                                $15.00  (assorted colors)  

 
 

LAST DAY TO ORDER  
Sunday, March 21st     

  
Family Name:_____________________________________________ 
  
I would like to order: 
  
Type  Number      Color Price_     
Easter Lily          
Tulips         
Mums       
Hydrangea      
10” Pansy Bowl     
12” Pansy Bowl      
 
  TOTAL PRICE  $   
 
Please place your order on Brenda’s desk with payment. Thank You! 

 

  ***Additional order forms on the table in the Narthex.*** 

 

 
 



 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

Dear Glory of Christ Members, 

 

The Council met on February 9th.   Most of the meeting was spent reviewing needed revisions to our 

COVID - 19 Preparedness Plan required by the State of Minnesota.   

 

Our member, Lindsay Fenrich, updated our plan on February 2, 2021 and led us through the many 

changes.   She has devoted an enormous amount of time, both last year and this year, to keep us 

compliant with the requirements. Thank you Lindsay!  

 

If you need to reserve the Church facilities for a known event such as a wedding, please see Brenda to 

find out what the latest requirements are.  They change often. Two strong requirements are keeping 

our distance from one another and using masks, both in our worship and other church activities such 

as Bible Study and meetings. 

 

Jesse Huber, our Treasurer, reported January giving was lower than our budget forecast but expects it 

to rise now we have entered the Lenten season. 

 

Several of you asked about the Convention Synod Referendum that was approved at our Annual 

December meeting.  The referendum asked to add a year to the 2019-2022 triennium, allowing 

districts to hold their conventions in either 2021 or 2022, and then moving the National Synod 

Convention from 2022 to 2023. Our vote was sent to the Synod and we received an e-mail 

recognizing our vote.  

 

Notification from the LCMS was received recently and stated the following: 

More than the required one-fourth (63.32%) of the Synod’s member congregations registered a vote, 

and the majority (90.67%) of votes cast favored adoption. The stated extension of the 2019–2022 

triennium by a year, allowing district conventions to take place in either 2021 or 2022 and deferring 

the national Synod convention from 2022 to 2023, is therefore adopted. 

President Harrision’s letter (www.lcms.org/delay-vote-letter) and FAQ (www.lcms.org/delay-vote-

faqs) explain the consequences of this deferral. The national Synod office is working urgently to make 

arrangements for the next regular convention of the Synod to convene in the summer of 2023 and will 

keep the Synod apprised as plans are finalized. 

 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Bob Strom 

Church President 

https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms.org%2fdelay-vote-letter&srcid=136272&srctid=1&erid=a99b0f3b-a5a1-44bb-9e29-f40c26952d04&trid=a99b0f3b-a5a1-44bb-9e29-f40c26952d04
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms.org%2fdelay-vote-faqs&srcid=136272&srctid=1&erid=a99b0f3b-a5a1-44bb-9e29-f40c26952d04&trid=a99b0f3b-a5a1-44bb-9e29-f40c26952d04
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms.org%2fdelay-vote-faqs&srcid=136272&srctid=1&erid=a99b0f3b-a5a1-44bb-9e29-f40c26952d04&trid=a99b0f3b-a5a1-44bb-9e29-f40c26952d04


 
 

March 1st                 Laura Thurk      Birthday 

                

March 2nd                         Kevin & Suzy Skau    Anniversary 

       

March 6th     David & Naomi Teske    Anniversary 

               

March 7th      Lindsay Fenrich     Birthday 

      Kelly Dorweiler     Birthday 

      Caleb DeBlois     Birthday 

      Donna Roemen     Birthday 

       

March 9th      Josh Olson       Birthday 

                

March 10th        Carl Hartness     Birthday 

                

March 12th      Beth Schoolman     Birthday 

                

March 13th      Alex Houck      Birthday 

                

March 15th      Ben Schaumberg     Birthday 

      Reid Kruger      Birthday 

      David Thurk      Birthday 

       

March 17th      Rebecca Neumann     Birthday 

       

March 19th        Todd & Christine Zitzlsperger   Anniversary 

       

March 21st         Alex Lindh      Birthday 

      Jolee Mosier      Birthday  

 

March 24th     Ivy Debruzzi     Birthday 

 

March 26th     Maddie Zitzlsperger    Birthday 

      Daniel Corey Jr.     Birthday 

 

March 28th     Todd Schoolman     Birthday 

 

March 30th    William & Jolee Mosier    Anniversary 

      Matt Houck      Birthday 



 

 


