
 

 
Psalm 39: What Is the Measure of My Days?  

 

A Psalm of David: I said, “I will guard my ways, that I may not sin with my tongue; I will guard my mouth 

with a muzzle, so long as the wicked are in my presence.” I was mute and silent; I held my peace to no avail, 

and my distress grew worse. My heart became hot within me. As I mused, the fire burned; then I spoke with 

my tongue: 

 

“O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; let me know how fleeting I am! Behold, 

you have made my days a few handbreadths, and my lifetime is as nothing before you. Surely all mankind 

stands as a mere breath! Surely a man goes about as a shadow! Surely for nothing they are in turmoil; man 

heaps up wealth and does not know who will gather! “And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in 

you. Deliver me from all my transgressions. Do not make me the scorn of the fool! I am mute; I do not open 

my mouth, for it is you who have done it. Remove your stroke from me; I am spent by the hostility of your 

hand. When you discipline a man with rebukes for sin, you consume like a moth what is dear to him; surely all 

mankind is a mere breath! “Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry; hold not your peace at my 

tears! For I am a sojourner with you, a guest, like all my fathers. Look away from me, that I may smile again, 

before I depart and am no more!” 

  
Homily from Wednesday February 19th Prayer Office. 
 
 The prophet Nathan had said to David, "You are the man! You have struck down Uriah the 
Hittite. Why have you despised the word of the Lord? Now therefore the sword shall never depart from 
your house. How those words (2 Samuel 12) must have haunted King David, from the very moment the 
prophet Nathan spoke them. Even in David’s old age they were lurking in the shadows, and then they'd 
pounce out and take David to the ground, repeatedly David was being schooled by those words. They 
are a present torment and they again come to David in his old age as death fast approaches and David 
contemplates his life here in time and there in eternity.  
 
  Yes, David was forgiven when God’s word through Nathan brought him to repentance and was 
turned back to the Lord, but even after his repentance there were still consequences: The son he bore 
with Bathsheba, the one conceived in adultery would die, and did die - yet the LORD gifted them with a 
second son Solomon.  



But Solomon was a little brother to three older brothers, the Eldest Amnon, the second oldest Absalom, 
then Adonijah and after these three then Solomon. Solomon's older brothers were all in line to the 
throne and each one brought forth evil fruit out of David's family tree, each one caused the sword to be 
raised up, each one brought heart break and disaster. 
 
 In Psalm 39, David is awaiting his death in old age and he prays, “And now, O Lord, for what 
do I wait? My hope is in You. Deliver me from all my transgressions. Do not make me the scorn of the fool!" 
"Remove Your stroke (That is your assault, your mark, your plague) from me; I am spent by the hostility 
of Your hand." David can very easily be seen as asking for relief from those words, those words delivered 
by the Prophet Nathan: Relief from the evil that had been coming from out of his own house; Relief from 
the stroke of the sword that brought death to his sons Amnon and Absalom; Relief from the hostilities 
that had plagued his house from the very day that Nathan spoke those words. Relief, from deeply 
burdened conscience that was eating away at him as the end of his life creeped in.  
 
 Ultimately David's prayer in Psalm 39 is a prayer for eternal relief - a prayer for Salvation. 
When David says, “And now, O Lord, for what do I wait?" David is waiting for the LORD to act to send His 
Salvation to do as St. Paul would later say in Galatians, "when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth His Son, born of woman, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 
as sons."  This is the LORD's answer to David's prayer. David knows the weight of being under God’s 
law.  David is waiting and hoping for redemption. And so, even in his old age - he waits, putting it all in 
the Lord’s hands, David says to God, "My hope is in You." Take this all away from me, take all this trouble 
away, "Do not make me the scorn of the fool," "Deliver me from all my transgressions." In other words- 
You need to do it, Lord. I can’t! Save me. David knew the only thing that would save Him from God’s 
wrath against sin was God’s mercy. 
 
 David prays, “Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry; hold not Your peace at my 
tears! For I am a sojourner with You, a guest, like all my fathers. Look away from me, that I may 
smile again, before I depart and am no more!” He is echoing what the hymn writer had us sing today, 
“When we seek relief from a long-felt grief, when temptations come alluring, Make us patient and 
enduring. Show us that bright shore Where we weep no more”. (LSB 718, 3) 
   
 Back in Psalm 38 David cried out to the LORD, "My friends and companions stand aloof from my 
plague, and my nearest kin stand far off." His son Adonijah and his cousin Joab and many others stood 
aloof in his twilight days, stood aloof in his final days upon his death bed - they couldn't wait for him to 
die and it broke his heart - David however knows who stands with him in his death, David trusted that 
the LORD was standing with him, God was not far off.  Even though David’s prayer of Psalm 39 seems 
dark and bleak, consider the fact that he still prays it!  He knows God is there, that He hears and 
therefore hopes in Him. You wouldn’t pray to a God who you know will only destroy you!  You don’t 
confess you sins on Sunday morning to a God that gives no hope for forgiveness and mercy! David prays 
to God in His trouble – because he knows the LORD meets us in our troubles: Whether they are family 
troubles, or if they are the troubles coming from the consequences of our past and/or present sinful life, 
or if it’s a conscience that keeps pricking at you or if they are the troubles of illness or imminent death 
the LORD meets you in your troubles just as He met David in His, He will hear your prayers just as He 
heard David's prayer.  
 
 When David prays, "look away from me," he is praying that the LORD would not look at 
him in judgment but would rather turn to look at him in love and utter mercy. As one theologian 
once said, “The only salvation in the presence of an absolute God is absolution”. In Christ Jesus the 
Lord gives just that, in Christ Jesus the LORD draws near to us and no longer stands aloof, but stand just 
where we need him, before the crowd shouting crucify, crucify Him; And standing outside an open 
tomb.  

https://lutheran-church-regina.com/blogs/post/o-lord-be-not-far-from-me-psalm-38-sermon-from-november-prayer-service


Jesus is the future hope and promise that David clings to, God’s incarnate unmistakable mercy and 
absolution.  For us and for David, He does not look away from us but in Jesus, His face shines upon us 
and is gracious unto us.   
 
In the end, this fleeting life will pass away and you will emerge into an immeasurable life in Christ Jesus. 
“Our Heavenly leader will, still direct us, still support, console, protect us, till we safely stand In our 
fatherland.” (LSB 718, 4) 
 
In Christ, 
 

Pastor Krueger 

 

 

The First Sunday in Lent 

March 1, 2020 

Matthew 4:1-11 

 

At first blush, “the temptation of Jesus” might seem like an oxymoron. How can God be tempted? It’s easy to 

imagine Jesus showing up in tights and a cape, laughing as the Tempter, with all his strength, tries in vain to 

drag Jesus down into sin. 

 

But Matthew gives us no such delusions.  

 

He shows us a hungry, human Jesus, who faces off in a grim trial with evil. We should not assume that it was 

easy to leave the stones as not bread. It must have been enticing for Jesus to shut Satan’s mouth and prove that 

His Father really did love Him as much as He said. And knowing all the pain and suffering that would lie 

ahead, it must have been tempting when Satan offered Jesus a path to kingship that didn’t involve the messy 

business of the cross.  

 

We must remember that Jesus really was tempted. But that’s because He is one of us. “For we do not have a 

high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted 

as we are, yet without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15) 

 

The Second Sunday in Lent 

March 8, 2020 

John 3:1-7 

“Born From Above” 
 

It is only by the Spirit that anyone born of the flesh is able to "see the Kingdom of God" and "enter the 

Kingdom of God." Jesus would have left the door open for other options for seeing and entering the Kingdom 

of God if only He hadn't used that little word "unless." "UNLESS one is born again…" "UNLESS one is born 

of water and the Spirit…" Baptism is necessary for seeing and entering the Kingdom of God. It is only by the 

Spirit that anyone born of the flesh is able to learn what Jesus would teach us, which is, to believe that His 

Word is true and trust it. And the Spirit is given through Holy Baptism. 

 

 



The Third Sunday in Lent 

March 15, 2020 

John 4:5-26 

“Is the Lord Among us or Not?” 
 

Jesus isn’t just making idle conversation with the woman at the well. Every word He speaks is purposeful and 

filled with the Holy Spirit. Jesus knew this woman as well as He knows you and me. He could have chosen to 

bring up any detail about her life. But He focuses in on her “husband”, because that’s what troubles her. It's 

like a yoke around her neck that weighs her down. Maybe it's a heavy yoke of grief, or of anger and 

resentment, or of disappointment or of guilt. We don't know. But Jesus does. And He knows the yoke that 

weighs you down and drains the joy from you. Jesus met the woman at the well to reveal her sin and His 

saving identity, the Messiah, the Christ.  Jesus does the same for you at the well of Holy Baptism.  He is the 

water of life that washes away all your sin. 

 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 22, 2020 

John 9:1-41 

“So who sinned?” 

 

When they pass by a blind man, the disciples assume that this man’s malady must be the result of someone’s 

sin, either his or his parents. It may seem like a callous question, but it’s more reasonable than we want to 

give it credit, because we all look for cause and effect. If someone loses their job, we want to know what they 

did. If a couple gets divorced, we assume that there’s some history behind it. And if someone comes down 

with a deadly illness, we want to know how they contracted it. Cause and effect lets us believe that we live in 

a world that we can predict, that is, control. 

 

 But Jesus will not let us labor on in our delusions. He reveals the surprising purpose for this man’s 

blindness—so that Jesus would demonstrate God’s power in him. In the end, it wasn’t about this man’s sin or 

his parents’ sin. It was about the Man who could give sight to the blind and blind those who say they can see.  

 

The Fifh Sunday in Lent 

March 29, 2020 

John 11:1-57 

“By Now, the Body STINKTH” 

 

Jesus says to His disciples, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.”  Jesus makes it 

sound like He’s going to casually go pick up bread and milk from the store!  But, that’s how it should sound if 

He is the resurrection and the life!    For one united to Christ and promised a “Blessed end”, death is nothing 

more than sleep. The lifeless bones of the Christian will be awoken in new life, the completion of the blessed 

end promised in baptism. 

 

  



 
WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Altar Flower Chart: The cost of the Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday and you will be able to take your flowers 

home with you after the service in a box located in the kitchen on the shelf above the triple sink.  To have your 

payment for flowers applied correctly, please use one of the Designated Offering envelopes found in your box 

of envelopes or label the outside of one of your regular envelopes with the words ‘Altar flowers’. If you take the 

black liners home, please be sure to bring them back to church by the following Wednesday. Janice Hartness is 

our flower coordinator.  If you have any special requests, please contact her at 763-355-5427 by the Wednesday 

prior.  

 

We have changed Florists for our Altar Flowers. We are now using Flowers by Myra, located here in 

Plymouth – 612-728-0399. Her card is on the Altar Flower Chart. The following people have signed up 

through April: 

 

March 8th  Anonymous Family 

March 15th  Andrea Neumann 

March 22nd  Josh & Alisha Christian 

March 29th  Carl & Janice Hartness 

April 5th  Andrea Neumann 

April 12th  Easter Flowers 

April 19th  Easter Flowers 

April 26th  Tom & Brenda Richards 

 

Saturday Evening Divine Service: 5:00 pm.  

 

Sunday Schedule: Divine Service 9:00 AM; followed by Bible Class and Sunday School at 10:40. 

Wednesday morning Prayer Service and Bible Study –Bible Study at 10:00 am. During Lent, Morning 

Prayer services will be suspended until after Easter Sunday.  

Gloria Christi Music Camp Save the Date! The Gloria Christi Music Camp will be the week of July 6th – 

10th. More info to follow but please place this fun event on your calendar! 

 

Eyes on Jesus Lenten Calendars available for all families with Sunday School children on the table leading 

into the Fellowship Hall.  

 

St. John's Lutheran School will host its annual Family FUNDay on Saturday April 18th. Funds raised 

this year will go towards remodeling the lobby area. If you are willing to donate any goods or services that 

could be used in the silent auction, please reach out to Barbie Gruenhagen via email at 

bgruenhagen9@gmail.com, phone at 203-435-6171 or in person.  

 

THANK YOU to Pastor Johnson and Krueger for all the prayers after my surgery.  A special thanks to  

Pastor Krueger and Weibel for their home visits.  Also, thanks to all those who sent cards, made phone calls, 

prayed for me and brought meals over when I was unable to cook.  God is healing me one day at a time, as I 

continue to gain strength in my arm.  I appreciate your thoughtfulness.  Your sister in Christ, Eunice 

McBroom. 

mailto:bgruenhagen9@gmail.com


New Sunday Morning Bible Study! Sunday School--All Grown Up: Do you remember Sunday mornings 

with flannelgraphs, cross stickers, cassette players, and orange drink? For most of us, Sunday School was a 

long time ago, when we heard the stories of Noah's ark, the covenant with Abraham, Solomon's wisdom, and 

Daniel and the lion's den. Chances are however, we haven't heard them since. But beginning this Sunday, we 

have the opportunity to go back, only this time, as grownups (and without the orange drink). During Bible 

Study hour, we're going revisit all the old Sunday School stories, but this time around, we'll be able to dive 

deeper and make the connections that the six-year-old version of ourselves never would have understood. So, 

join us as we hear all the old stories and we see how they fit together to tell the bigger picture of God's 

salvation. Even if you can't make them all, don't worry. Each Sunday is a stand-alone lesson.  

Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in 

the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for Grace 

International Lutheran, worshiping at Peace Lutheran, Robbinsdale and Pastor Isaac Williams, Peace Lutheran, 

Robbinsdale, and Pastor Steven Mayo Jones & SMP vicar Martin Cornes, Redeemer Lutheran, Robbinsdale, St. 

John Ev. Lutheran Church and School, Corcoran, and Pastor Matthew Moss and Pastor Matthew Johnson, and 

St. Paul Lutheran, Osseo and Pastor Daniel Burns.    

Scientific Evidence for the Inspiration of the Bible  

Jay Seegert of The Starting Point Project will be presenting on scientific evidence for Biblical inspiration. 

With reports of “alternate Gospels” and widespread skepticism about the scriptures, this is truly a timely 

topic. The presentation will be on Tuesday March 17, 7:30 PM, Nazareth Hall Great Room, Univ. of 

Northwestern, 3003 N Snelling. Check him out at www.thestartingpointproject.com  

 

Remember in our Prayers: Sean Breininger, Lee & Doris Hart, Velva Kosel, Jack Jakupciak, CLEF, 

Lutheran Synod of Mexico, Jared Clark (Brother of Jana Hargreaves), Christy Peterson (Fiancé of Jon Burns), 

Delia Samuel (Friend of Carla Claussen), Erno Szedlak (Olivia Zange’s Grandfather), Tina Houck (Chris & 

Mari Houck’s cousin), Mark Skau (Kevin Skau’s Father), Enya Abel, Mike Richards (Tom Richards Brother) 

and Sarah Wippich (Principal of Trinity First Lutheran School).  

 

 
VBS Save the Date! VBS will be the week of June 8th and will be 4 days again this year; June 8-11 from 9-12 

am. More info to follow but please place this fun event on your calendar! 

 

 
Save the Date!  Missions Fest 2020 will be on April 25th. The theme this year is the Wild Wild West! Sign-

up for volunteers is on the table in the Narthex and on the Church Website. Mark this important date down in 

your calendar! 

 

http://www.thestartingpointproject.com/


  
Compassion Circle will, at their March 9th meeting, hear from Dennis Vanden Heuvel, the Director of 

Development from Bethesda Lutheran Communities and supported by LCMS.  Dennis will tell about the 

work they do for the disabled in our community.  Our meeting starts at 1:00 with dessert, a short devotion by 

Pastor and then our speaker.  Anyone is welcome to come and hear what Dennis has to say about the work 

they do and join us at our meeting. 

 

Next Quilting Dates: March 17th & 31st. Also, April 21st and May 5th. We have some new faces at 

quilting.   We have some fascinating conversations over our coffee breaks and lunch, where we get to know 

them personally. Hope to see more friendly faces.  We start at 9:00am. and bring a bag lunch. Any questions 

call or text:  612-801-8677. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

2020 Congress on the Lutheran Confessions 
 

April 22 - 24, 2020  
Crowne Plaza Aire  

Bloomington, Minnesota 
 

THEME: The Second Luther / Matthias Flacius and the 
Continuance of the Lutheran Reformation 

 
  

Watch for further information coming soon. 
 



 
 

 

 

 

A Sign up sheet is also available on the table in the Narthex. Thank You! 

 
 

 

  



 
 

Easter Flowers 
  

Help decorate the church for Easter.  There are several flowers to choose from.  You may take 
them home after the Easter Service. 
  
Easter Lilies (5 or more flowers) $8.00 
Tulips:     $7.50   (red, purple, yellow) 
Mums:    $8.00   (purple, yellow, white) 
Hydrangea (Pink)             $15.00 
Pansy Bowl (10”)            $10.00  (assorted colors) 
Pansy Bowl (12”)                             $15.00  (assorted colors)  

  
LAST DAY TO ORDER  
Sunday, March 29th    

  
Family Name:______________________________________ 
  
I would like to order: 
  
Type  Number      Color Price_     
Easter Lily          
Tulips         
Mums       
Hydrangea      
10” Pansy Bowl     
12” Pansy Bowl      
 
  TOTAL PRICE  $   
 
Please place your order on Brenda’s desk with payment. Thank You! 

 

  ***Additional order forms on the table in the Narthex.*** 

 

 

 



 

Lenten Services: March 4th – April 1st     

Morning Services – 11:30 am 

Evening Service: 7:00 pm 

 

Lenten Meals:  

Soup lunches - Served after every morning service beginning February 26th  

**Compassion Circle is providing bars for all Lenten lunches. Thank You Ladies!! 

Lenten Dinners -  Served every Wednesday evening prior to the Mid-Week Lenten 

Services, beginning at 6:00 pm. The following groups will be providing the meals:   

 

Groups Serving Dinners during the Lenten Season: 

March 4th – Council – Pulled pork sandwiches, Salads 

March 11th – Sunday School Teachers & Families – Bake Potatoes/Fixins 

March 18th – Altar Guild – Hot dishes, Salads 

March 25th – Choir/Bells – Lasagna, Salads and Breads 

April 1st – Young Adults – Homemade Soups 

 

 
Holy Week, Easter Vigil and Easter Services:  

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services will be on April 9th and 10th at 7:00 pm. We 

are having an Easter Vigil with Evening Prayer service on Saturday April 11th at 7:00 pm 

and two Easter services at 8:00 am and 10:30 am on Sunday, April 12th. Elders will once 

again serve a wonderful Easter breakfast between the services that morning. Please plan 

to join us! 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 
 

 

Brothers and Sisters of Glory of Christ, 

 

The Council met on February 11th.  

 

With our relatively new Fellowship Hall and a growing congregation, the church has 

seen an increase in members requesting to use the facilities for various activities. The 

Council will be looking at implementing changes to how facility usage is requested and 

documented. The Council is not looking to further restrict the use of the building. The 

intent is to improve communication between the requester and the church, to clearly 

express the usage rules, and to document the use for insurance purposes. Also, we now 

have a clear understanding of the cost to clean the Fellowship Hall after a function, and 

the Council is exploring the implementation of cleaning fees. With your help we can 

continue to use the facilities for non-church functions while still maintaining the 

property for years to come. 

 

Missionsfest is coming up on April 25th. This years theme is the Wild West. 

Missionsfest is where we raise a significant portion of our missions budget for the year 

by auctioning off items (everything from vacation packages to handmade crafts) 

donated by members. Keep an eye out for more announcements as the day approaches. 

As always, new members come for free! 

 

The next council meeting will be on March 10th. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Josh Christian 

Council President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Serving Sunday (March 8, 2020):  

Coffee Servers: Bret & Kim Bonine 

Acolyte:     Jonathan Thurk 

Elders:      Mark Nygren & Nate Burdick 

Ushers:     David Barnaby & Travis Dorweiler  

Tech Duty:     Josh Christian 

Altar Guild:      Brenda Richards & Erin Klemz 

Offering Counters:        Jeremy & Jill Eickhoff 

Bread Baker:     Charlotte Smith 

Bread Deliverer:    Sharla Woolfolk 
                                   

Serving Wednesday: (March 11, 2020)  

Acolyte:                                                 Nina Nygren 

Ushers:                                                 Russ McBroom & Chuck McGriff 
                                   

Serving Sunday (March 15, 2020):  

Coffee Servers: Jason & Kelly Kruger 

Acolyte:     Levi DeBlois 

Elders:      Mark Nygren & Nate Burdick 

Ushers:     Nate Burdick & Travis Dorweiler  

Tech Duty:     Travis Dorweiler 

Altar Guild:      David & Gayle Barnaby  

Offering Counters:        Craig & Charlotte Smith 

Bread Baker:     Elena Roemen 

Bread Deliverer:    Beth Schoolman 
                                   

Serving Wednesday: (March 18, 2020)  

Acolyte:                                                 Blake Fenrich 

Ushers:                                                 Jeremy Eickhoff & Bob Strom 
                                   

Serving Sunday: (March 22, 2020)  

Coffee Servers:    Heath & Danielle Brolsma 

Acolyte:                                                 ??? 

Elders:                                                   Mark Nygren & Nate Burdick 

Ushers:                                                 Mike Miller & Marcus Olson 

Tech Duty:     Dan Gruenhagen 

Altar Guild:                                            Karen Swenson & Debbie Cheek 

Offering Counters:                                 Carl Hartness & Rhea Schulz 

Bread Baker:                                         Gayle Barnaby             

Bread Deliverer:                                    Lori Beck  
                                   

Serving Wednesday: (March 25, 2020) 

Acolyte:                                                 ??? 

Ushers:                                                 Travis Dorweiler & Paul Koosman 
                                   

 

 



Serving Sunday: (March 29, 2020)  

Coffee Servers: Mike & Stephanie Johnson, Laura McFerrin, Pauline Hemingway 

& LuAnn Jespersen 

Acolyte:                                                 ??? 

Elders:                                                   Mark Nygren & Nate Burdick 

Ushers:                                                 Patton Hoffarth & Roger Hargreaves 

Tech Duty:     Josh Christian 

Altar Guild:                                            Mike Krause & Brenda Richards 

Offering Counters:                                 Mike Miller & Barbie Gruenhagen 

Bread Baker:                                         Mary Swanson             

Bread Deliverer:                                    Carl Hartness  
                                   

 
March 1st                       Laura Thurk      Birthday 

          

March 2nd                   Kevin & Suzy Skau     Anniversary 

       

March 6th       David & Naomi Teske     Anniversary 

                

March 7th      Lindsay Fenrich     Birthday 

      Kelly Dorweiler     Birthday 

      Caleb DeBlois      Birthday 

      Donna Roemen      Birthday 

        

March 9th               Josh Olson      Birthday 

                

March 10th      Carl Hartness      Birthday 

                

March 12th                 Beth Schoolman     Birthday 

             

March 13th                     Alex Houck      Birthday 

                

March 15th         Ben Schaumburg     Birthday 

      Reid Kruger      Birthday 

      David Thurk      Birthday 

             

March 17th        Rebecca Neumann     Birthday 

             

March 19th              Todd & Christine Zitzlsperger    Anniversary 

       

March 21st      Alex Lindh      Birthday 

       

March 26th      Maddie Zitzlsperger     Birthday 

      Daniel Corey      Birthday 

 

March 28th      Todd Schoolman     Birthday 

 

March 30th     Mari Houck      Birthday 



  

 


