
 

 
LITURGICAL WORSHIP 

 

After attending the Liturgy Workshop this year, I thought it may be helpful to provide some thoughts on 

Liturgical Worship itself.  How do we explain our “strange looking” worship forms and rituals to the vast 

number of Christians who do not make use of the historic liturgies of the church?   
 

 Whether you are new to the Lutheran Church or have been a member for many years, one item that 

likely stands out in it compared to other evangelical protestant churches is its liturgical worship form. Liturgical 

worship means the structure and rituals that surround the service from the Invocation to the Benediction, 

including, but not limited to: the hymns, readings, Creed, sermon and prayers. While sometimes misunderstood 

as stiff, stoic or devoid of meaning, the liturgy is anything but those things. 
  

 The word liturgy simply means public service. This public service has been used by God since The Fall. 

Recall how explicit God was with Israel (Deut. 12), commanding them to have very particular worship locations 

and conduct so that He could tabernacle, or dwell, with them. Also, note the liturgical form (Teaching/Feeding--

-Service of the Word/Service of the Sacrament) as Jesus taught and then broke bread (Luke 24) with the men on 

the road to Emmaus.  Finally, hear St. Paul's instructions to the Early Church about how to conduct orderly 

worship (1 Cor. 14). These are not to be taken lightly. God desired to be with His people then, and He desires 

and promises to be with His people now. Furthermore, He tells us how He dwells. The liturgy is the vehicle for 

God's presence, and has quite literally been passed down, or “traditioned” through the ages to the contemporary 

Christian Church by Him.  Worship is not done in a vacuum.  The liturgies of the church have been carefully 

established through thousands of years and are rich in God’s Word.  The liturgy is simply God’s Word put into 

an order to fulfill His mandates to give His forgiveness, preach His word, and to eat and drink His meal.    
 

The liturgy may seem particularly formal and uncomfortable to some. However, as the Bible points out, 

there is reason to be. As we stand before our Triune God and in His House, it is natural to have some fear and 

reverence before He who is holy and perfect. (Ex. 20:18 33:2&20, Judges 13:22) In fact, it is right to do so. 

However, God's Words of forgiveness, peace and comfort are quickly ushered in through the pastor following 

our confession of sins. The liturgy continues to seal this reassurance throughout the service, especially in 

Baptism, Absolution, the sermon, Lord's Supper and Benediction. What might be uncomfortable to the 

liturgically “inexperienced,” in time, will be understood as God's blessings unfolding to His children.  
  

Most miraculous about liturgical worship is that it truly is a Divine Service. Meaning, God (the Divine) 

is actually the one that is serving us. Yes, we respond with singing and prayers, with praise and thanksgiving to 

Him, but that is secondary. God is the one initiating this holy conversation. And miracle of miracles, God gives 

us the words to respond back to Him.  



This is for our good. In these times, we are to be reminded that it is God's Word, not ours, that brings us 

salvation, forgiveness and eternal life. As Rev. Dr. Eyer points out, “Liturgy is conversation with God on God's 

terms and God's actions.” (Eyer, Richard C. (2002) They Will See His Face.) 
 

 Ultimately, the liturgy is God's way of giving us Jesus. We recall our Savior's words, “Wherever two or 

three are gathered in my name, I am there also.” (Matt. 18:20) As God through the pastor draws the baptized 

together in the Invocation, Jesus is there. He dwells with us in a liturgical, patterned way through the Word, 

water, bread and wine—all ordinary means which brings extraordinary gifts: forgiveness of sins, life and 

salvation!  
 

 It is good to notice how liturgical settings and musical arrangements change throughout the Church 

Year. Yet even those always point us to and honor (what we believe, teach and confess about) Christ. 

Everything from the seasonal colors, the readings and hymns are of consequence and aid in pointing us to Jesus. 

Things like flowers are neither commanded nor forbidden in the Bible, yet can beautify the sanctuary during 

particular Church seasons. Any practices that outwardly detract from the faith and what Christ wished to give 

(ex: A juggling act or skit), and are not God's Word ought not be in the Divine Service.  
 

 The liturgy places us into the mystery of God's grace. It gives us rest from the worldly chatter and chaos 

and brings the fruits of Christ’s sacrifice right to our ears, hearts and lips! We do well to continue learning about 

the Divine in the form of liturgical worship. We rest in the comfort that God is doing all of the work in and 

through it to strengthen us in the one true faith, and assuring us of eternal life with Him. Thanks be to God! 

  

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God 

acceptably with reverence and awe.”   Hebrews 12:28  

  

SUMMMER AND SELF-EXAMINATION 

 

 As the summer months quickly approach along with all sorts of activities and travels, there are huge 

temptations to let receiving Christ’s gifts go by the wayside.  I would exhort you to still make time for Christ to 

service you His gifts of life in the Divine Service.  The LCMS website has a “Congregation Directory” link on 

its homepage in the upper right hand corner.  The specific address is http://locator.lcms.org/search.asp.   If you 

will be out of town for the weekend and are unable to worship with us at Glory of Christ, please consider 

finding a church to worship in with the online LCMS directory.  I would encourage each of you to remember 

that God never takes a summer vacation and is always eager for you to hear His Word, receive His gifts and 

proclaim His wonderful praises!    

  

 Along with setting aside time to worship comes preparing for worship.  What were to happen if you 

only worked out or exercised once a week?  Very little or nothing at all!  You would see next to no 

advantages.  Consider this with your spiritual life.  Certainly, the Divine Service is the pinnacle and chief part 

of the Christian life as we gather together with fellow Christians around God’s Holy Word and Meal.  Sunday 

should not be the only day we make use of God’s treasures of prayer, devotion, reading of scripture and 

preparation for worship.  To make your worship more fruitful and edifying, particularly your confession of sins 

and your reception of the sacrament, Luther put together “Christian Questions with their Answers”(LSB 329) to 

prepare each of us for meaningful and right reception of Christ’s gifts. 

  

 This is written about Luther’s questions for self-examination: “These questions and answers are no 

child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and devout Dr. Luther for 

both young and old.  Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the 

Galatians in Chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.” (LSB pg. 329)   Dear Christians, do 

not take worship of God lightly, even during the summer.  Examine yourself daily and weekly to prepare 

your hearts and minds to rightly receive the very gifts of life! 

http://locator.lcms.org/search.asp


   

The Day of Pentecost 

June 4, 2017 – John 7:37-39 

 
“The Risen Lord Jesus Pours Out the Holy Spirit” 

  

The Lord took “some of the Spirit” that was on Moses “and put it on the seventy elders” of Israel (Num. 11:25), 

and they “prophesied in the camp” (Num. 11:26). In the same way, our risen Lord Jesus poured out His Holy 

Spirit at the Feast of Pentecost—the fiftieth day and the “Eighth Sunday” of Easter. When “a sound like a 

mighty rushing wind” and “tongues as of fire appeared” and rested on each of the twelve Apostles, “they were 

all filled with the Holy Spirit” and proclaimed “the mighty works of God” (Acts 2:2–4, 11). The Lord Jesus 

grants this same Spirit to His Church on earth to proclaim Him glorified on the cross and risen victorious from 

the grave for us sinners. From His open heart, our crucified and risen Lord pours out His Holy Spirit in “rivers 

of living water” (John 7:38) and invites everyone who thirsts to come to Him and drink freely (John 7:37). 

Through this life-giving work of the Holy Spirit, we hear our pastors “telling in our own tongues the mighty 

works of God” (Acts 2:11) and “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21).  
 

Holy Trinity Sunday 

June 11, 2017, 2017 – Matthew 28:16-20 

 

“Knowing God” 

Holy Trinity Sunday is not an attempt to try and capture an intellectual understanding of God as three persons.  

Holy Trinity Sunday is about your moving beyond just believing in God, to knowing God in Jesus who reveals 

the Father’s Glory.  There are a lot of people who believe in God and even some who consider themselves 

“Christian” in name, but do not “know” God in Jesus.  To truly Know God is not an act of our will or strength.  

To know God does not mean we try really, really hard to believe, nor does it mean that we seek to have some 

kind of authentic excitement about our faith to prove we have it. To know God is to be born of God.  To know 

God is to be called His Child.  To know God is to see every aspect of your life in the frame work of your 

confession of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and the story of salvation. To know Jesus bleeding and dying on the 

cross is to know God and His love for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Second Sunday after Pentecost 

June 18, 2017 – Matthew 9:38-10:8 
 

“The Kingdom at Hand” 
 

Jesus gave his disciples a very simple message to deliver, "the kingdom of heaven is at hand." It had been a long 

time since anyone could say that."The kingdom of heaven is at hand" means that God's reign has arrived, 

breaking into a world that had been dominated by the reign of darkness and death. The last time God had 

reigned over the world unchecked and unfettered was Eden. We don't usually think of God's kingdom that way, 

but while Adam and Eve were still in Eden, everything was running God's way, according to His will and plan. 

And God's will is life and light and righteousness and wholeness. Contrast that with life outside of Eden: death 

and darkness and sin and sickness. So when Jesus proclaimed, "the kingdom of heaven is at hand," we shouldn't 

be surprised to see the Lord turning the world back in the direction of Eden: healing diseases, casting out the 

demonic, and raising the dead. And this is where we're headed too--back to Eden.  

 

Every week, we pray, "thy kingdom come," which means we pray that God would reign among us, pushing out 

the reign of sin and death and brokenness that has held us in its mortal grip for far too long. And when Jesus 

returns, he will finally banish the last, fleeting vestiges of darkness' reign, and we will return to the brightness of 

Eden once more. 

 

The Third Sunday after Pentecost 

June 25, 2017 – Matthew 10:5a, 21-33 

 
“The Subject of Zechariah’s Song” 

 
St. John the Baptist is not the Christ, only His Forerunner (Acts 13:25). He was called from the womb to 
bring Jacob back to God through his baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins (Is 49:5), just as 
Christ was the true Servant of the Lord. Miraculously conceived by Zechariah the priest of barren 
Elizabeth, John was marked to be the greatest born of women (Matt. 11:11). The Church rejoices over the 
Lord’s mercy just as Elizabeth’s neighbors and relatives did at John’s birth. But when Zechariah’s tongue 
was loosed, John was not the subject of his song. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who has visited and 
redeemed His people. John is the voice preparing the way of the Lord (Isa. 40:3); Jesus, the virgin-born 
Son of God, is that Lord. John is the prophet of the Most High. He is born to give knowledge of salvation to 
God’s people by the forgiveness of their sins, because Christ the Dayspring is visiting (Luke 1:76–79). 
Thus, what John preaches is the comfort of iniquity pardoned by Jesus, the promised Savior of Israel (Acts 
13:23) and the nations, that His salvation may reach to the end of the earth (Isa. 49:6). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Sunday Schedule: Divine Service 9:00 AM; followed by Bible Class and Sunday school at 10:30. 

 

Monday Evening Divine Services 7:00 PM – NO MONDAY EVENING SERVICE JULY 3RD  

Wednesday morning Prayer services have begun and begin at 9:15 AM 

Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in the 

circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for prayers for 

Grace Lutheran Church, Brooklyn Park, and Pastor Vance Milbrath, Lutheran Church of the Triune God, 

Brooklyn Center, and Pastor Peter Preus, Beautiful Savior Lutheran, Plymouth, and Pastor Tom Stoebig and 

Pastor Joe Pehnke and for Eternal Hope Lutheran, Brooklyn Park, and Pastor Roger Darmstad.   

Christmas in July Party! The Johnson’s Christmas in July Party will be on Sunday, July 16th! Mark your 

Calendars! 

 

Acolytes Needed for July and August! An email has been sent out to all Confirmation kids’ parents but please 

see the signup sheet on the Youth Board in the Narthex to sign up for the open dates. Thank You! 

 

SAVE THE DATE! The Glory of Christ Golf Event will be Saturday, August 19.  We had a great turnout 

last year, and look forward to the fun and fellowship again this year!  Please reserve this date on your calendar 

and plan to join us.  Questions? See Mike Miller or Naomi Teske.   

 

2017 Glory of Christ Men’s Retreat: The Men’s Retreat has been set for September 15th-17th. It will be at the 

same location on the Whitefish Chain of Lakes in Crosslake, MN. The retreat last year was a big success and we 

are continuing the tradition. Please sign up on the signup sheet in the Narthex. When you sign up, please 

indicate the day and time you plan to arrive. If you have any questions about the event please ask one of the 

Elders If you attended last year, recruit others who missed out on this great fellowship event! 

 

Mom's Group: 

Mom's Group playgroups in the park resume this summer! 

This is a great time for moms and kids of all ages to get together over the summer.  If you bring a snack/lunch, 

please make sure it is nut-free so our friends with allergies can safely enjoy this event. We meet on Tuesdays at 

10 am! Questions?  See Susan Johnson. Locations for June are: 

 

June 13th- Greenwood Elementary 

June 20th- Baker Park 

June 27th- Heather Ponds Park - 3420 Lawndale Ln. N. (this park is a little hidden neighborhood park--there is 

a parking lot, though!) 

 

Paint and Pinot Party:  On June 22nd at 6:30 pm, the ladies of GOC will gather for a night of fellowship, 

wine/food, painting, and fun!  We auctioned this off at Missionsfest but still have 7 seats left.  Vicki Garding 

will lead us in creating our own paintings!  If you don't like to paint, just come for the wine and 

fellowship!  Tickets are $65 and go directly towards Missions.  Please pay Brenda in the office and she'll get 

you signed up!  Questions?  Ask Susan Johnson, Shannon Lindh, or Vicki Garding. 

 



Remember in our Prayers: Idena Hagen, Sean Breininger, Lisa Brackmann, Arta Walter, Paul Johnson, Lee 

Hart, CLEF, Lutheran Synod of Mexico, Ann Olson, Shelby Klapprich (Friend of Jen & Ben Schaumburg), 

Sarah Miller, Mandy Ewig (Daughter of Mike & Lea Connealy), Rev. Walter Fehrmann (Father of Rev. John 

Fehrmann), LaValle Berkner (Sarah Miller’s Father), Mike Kohlhof (Barb Rains’ Brother-in-law), Joan 

Muellenbach (Aunt of Kelly Dorweiler), Ramona Hjelle (Sister of Pauline Hemingway), Aaron Klein (nephew 

of Cheryl McCreary), Natalie Karius (Daughter of Adam & Katie Karius), Jeanette St. Marie (Friend of Alisha 

Christian), Terry Pitkus, (Friend of Carla Claussen), Erik Bunger, (Nephew of Carla Claussen), LeRoy Reinke, 

Jacki Damberg, and Tim Beach. 

 

GOC Youth Group will meet THIS Sunday, June 11th after Bible Class with lunch, devotions and games -- 

some inside and some outside. 

For July:  We will swim at Pastor Johnson's house followed by a bonfire 4-9pm. Let Julie Anderson know if 

you can attend!    julesanders@live.com or cell 612-791-0163 

 
New for Summer: Take-home Sunday School 
 

Summer is a busy time, especially for families. School's out, the weather is beautiful, and the days just fly by. 

There are sports leagues and family vacations, visiting grandparents and time up at the cabin—there's hardly 

time to get it all in. And at the beginning of every summer, we always have the same discussion: “what are we 

going to do with Sunday School?” On the one hand, with so many people gone, our numbers are way down. But 

on the other hand, our kids are in the world 24/7, and they need all the time with God's Word they can get. So 

this summer, we're going to try something a little different: take home Sunday School.  
 

Beginning in July, we'll begin a sermon series on the Ten Commandments. But as it turns out, you can't actually 

cover everything about a commandment in just twenty minutes. (Shocking!) So after each service, one of the 

pastors will meet briefly with children and parents to review a commandment and send each family home with 

a simple plan to understand and to practice this commandment. 
 

Now for the full disclosure: this might seem like a new or novel plan, but it's not. We just stole it from Luther, 

and Luther stole it from the Scriptures. Parents are the original Sunday School teachers. The Lord instructs 

parents to raise the children in the faith. In the Small Catechism, the heading of each section reads, “As the head 

of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household.” See, Luther reminds us that the ABCs of the 

faith (i.e., the six chief parts) have been entrusted to the parents. Not just the pastors. 
 

Now, you're not on your own, of course. We're in this together. Your pastors are here to teach everyone and to 

help you parents fulfill your vocations. And it doesn't need to be complicated: recite the commandments, 

explain what they mean, and ask the Lord to gladly do what He commands. It's not easy, but it is simple.  
 

So join us throughout July and August as together we tackle the first chief part of the catechism and take heed 

of both the warnings and blessings that it contains.  

--  

Rev. Jeremiah Johnson 

Glory of Christ Lutheran Church 

mailto:julesanders@live.com


 

Mission of the Month: Mexico 
This is our third and final part of our series on the Mexico mission project. You've already met Tyler 

McMiller and Pastor Daniel Conrad, so this month, we'd like to introduce you to introduce you to the third 

member of the Mexico team: Pastor Andrew Schlund. There was a recent article in Lutherans Engage 

magazine, and rather than reinventing the wheel, I'll excerpt a few passages from it. 

 

Since 2016, Schlund has served as pastor of El Buen Pastor (Good Shepherd) Lutheran Church in Mexico 

City. As a career missionary, Schlund will likely serve this small parish for at least five years, or perhaps 

longer, until one of the Mexican seminarians is ready to be ordained. 

“My mission work here in Mexico was originally to serve as a theological educator, and that’s still a great 

part of my work here, but it’s also become serving the congregation of Buen Pastor, a congregation that has 

been around for about 

70 years,” Schlund 

explained. “It was 

originally an English-

speaking 

congregation but now 

it has a bilingual 

ministry that tries to 

reach out to expats of 

the United States, but 

also has a good 

Spanish ministry too. 

They like to 

emphasize good 

doctrine and reaching 

out into the 

community to serve people and their needs.” 

Of course, not every aspect of parish life is typical for Schlund, and he still has particular challenges to 

overcome, just like any other missionary sent to a foreign locale — especially considering that he is still in 

his first year of serving as a pastor in the Lord’s Church. 

“I am a pastor fresh out of the seminary — this has made things more challenging for me,” he said. “I am 

serving a congregation, mostly in Spanish, and I do not have the experience that most pastors have. The 

language barrier has made it difficult to understand what is happening. There are times when I think I know 

what’s going on and then something happens that proves I did not understand the situation. There are just 

certain cultural differences that I can’t put into words yet, but they certainly make life different here.” 



Thankfully, Schlund has found an ally in the congregation, a well-catechized parishioner named Alejandro 

Arevalo, who now serves the parish by leading a Bible study and assisting wherever he’s needed. 

“Alejandro has been a key part of my 

adjustment to serving at Buen Pastor,” 

Schlund said. “He also serves as my 

assistant during worship, and he makes 

the bulletins. After church, our family 

and several other members pile into his 

minivan, dubbed the ‘Lutheran mobile,’ 

and Alejandro and his family give us 

rides home.” 

We have been in contact with Pastor 

Schlund, and we are discussing some 

boots-on-the-ground projects that we 

may be able to help with at the 

congregations in Mexico City. Stay tuned for more developments, and continue to pray for all the work that is 

being done there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastor Conrad April/May Newsletter 

 



 



 
 

Dear Members of Glory of Christ, 
 
We are getting ever closer to breaking ground on our long planned expansion and remodeling project.  
With that said, I thought I would leverage this opportunity to keep you apprised of a few dates and 
activities pertinent to the project. 
 

May 12th – Final drawings/spec.’s from Station 19 issued 
 
June 9th – Subcontractor bidding complete 
 
June 12th – Final approval of construction scope and final contract with Watson-Forsberg (“WF”); 
WF to provide Guaranteed Maximum Price (“GMP”) 
 
June 25th – Groundbreaking dedication immediately following the Divine Service 
 
June 30th – Loan documents with Farmers State Bank of Hamel to be completed 
 
July 10th – Approximate start of construction 
 
September 1st – All furnishings, supplies, items in storage and equipment must be out of the 
building and put into storage or discarded (if no longer usable) 
 

As mentioned in my last letter, more information will be shared concerning the last item on the list.  
Church Council is in the process of obtaining quotes for portable storage and dumpsters to use during the 
cleanout of the facility.  In addition, the final date for the facility to be cleared out is subject to change and 
will be further clarified with WF once construction begins. 
 
Lastly, you’ll notice that June 25th has been designated as the date that we will hold the groundbreaking 
dedication.  Please plan to attend as we celebrate this exciting occasion and pray for God’s blessings. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support and fellowship. 
 
In Christ, 
 
David Teske 
Council President 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
Serving Sunday: (June 4, 2017)  

Coffee Servers:                                       Mike & Stephanie Johnson 

Acolyte:                                                 Jack Teske 

Processional:     Daniel Corey 

Elders:                                                   Ben Rolf & Mark Swenson 

Ushers:                                                 Jeremy Eickhoff & Marcus Olson 

Tech Duty:      Travis Dorweiler 

Altar Guild:                                            Karen Swenson & Brenda Richards 

Offering Counters:                                 Mike Miller & Barbie Gruenhagen 

Bread Baker:                                         Cheryl McCreary            

Bread Deliverer:                                     Carl Hartness   
                                   

Serving Sunday: (June 11, 2017) 

Coffee Servers:                                       Jon Burns & Brenda Richards 

Acolyte:                                                 Cailin Argent 

Processional:     Chris Corey 

Elders:                                                   Ben Rolf & Mark Swenson 

Ushers:                                                 Mike Miller & Bob Strom 

Tech Duty:     Josh Christian 

Altar Guild:                                            Beth Schoolman & Julie Anderson 

Offering Counters:                                 Lori Beck & Carl Hartness 

Bread Baker:                                         Charlotte Smith            

Bread Deliverer:                                    Craig Smith   
                                   

Serving Sunday: (June 18, 2017)  

Coffee Servers:                                       Heath & Danielle Brolsma 

Acolyte:                                                 Bri Dorweiler 

Elders:                                                   Ben Rolf & Mark Swenson 

Ushers:                                                 Patton Hoffarth & Jesse Huber 

Tech Duty:     Ryan Marshall 

Altar Guild:                                            Jill Larson & Gayle McGriff 

Offering Counters:                                 Tim Lavanger & Russ McBroom 

Bread Baker:                                         Julie Anderson            

Bread Deliverer:                                    Janet Preus   
                                 

Serving Sunday: (June 25, 2017)  

Coffee Servers:     Chuck & Marilyn Scharlau      

Acolyte:     Will Brolsma 

Elders:        Ben Rolf & Mark Swenson 

Ushers:     Travis Dorweiler & Paul Koosman 

Tech Duty:     Travis Dorweiler 

Altar Guild:      Gloria Doehling & Brenda Richards 

Offering Counters:        Heath & Danielle Brolsma 

Bread Baker:       Susan Johnson   

Bread Deliverer:    Chelsie Ofsthun   



 
 

June 5th       Mark & Karen Swenson   Anniversary 

 

June 8th       Chuck & Gayle McGriff   Anniversary 

 

June 9th      Linda Bimberg    Birthday 

 

June 12th      Tim Hargreaves     Birthday 

 

June 15th       Sean & Allison Breininger  Anniversary 

 

June 16th       Jeremy Eickhoff    Birthday 

      Dave & Janelle Koosman   Anniversary 

 

June 17th      Owen Knea      Birthday 

 

June 20th      Idena Hagen     Birthday 

      Caleb Preus     Birthday 

      Jacob Olson     Birthday 

 

June 22nd       Russ & Eunice McBroom  Anniversary 

      Briel Larson     Birthday 

 

June 27th       Matt & Heather Knea   Anniversary 

      Todd & Beth Schoolman   Anniversary 

      Dave Koosman    Birthday 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     

 

 



  
 

 


