
 

 
“What Is the Christian Faith?”  “What is a Christian?”   

 

 Maybe you’re unaware that there is more than “Luther’s Small Catechism” in your blue or 
maroon Small Catechism.  The latter (and larger) portion of the Catechism contains, “The Explanation of 
the Small Catechism”.  It is a wonderful question and answer guide to understanding Luther’s 
Catechism and its deep use and reflection of the Bible.  When you flip to the Explanation you will see 
that the first two questions are the title of this article. I would like to briefly consider them. 
 
 “What is the Christian faith?”  So begins the 'Explanation of the Small Catechism'.  I suspect that if 
you were to ask your friends or family members or neighbors that question, you'd get some pretty 
interesting answers, such as...“The Christian faith is a way of living that helps you be a better person.”  
“The Christian faith is one way among many to worship God.”  “The Christian faith tells you what you 
have to do to get to heaven when you die.”  So, what about you?  How do you answer the question, “what 
is the Christian faith?”  
 
  Actually, there are two ways to correctly answer this question depending on how you hear it.  
First, there's the answer that puts all of the focus on Christ and who He is and what He has done.  “The 
Christian faith is the confession that Jesus Christ is the world's only Savior and Redeemer.”   This begs 
the question, “Who is Jesus Christ?” (Question #2)  “Jesus is true God and true man in one person. He is 
the eternal Son of the Father, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary to be our Savior 
and Lord.   This God who became flesh in the person of the Son, Jesus Christ is the only true God, the 
Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”  That may sound like both a mouthful and a headful, but 
every part of that answer is critical to getting it right.  Misunderstanding or misrepresenting any of 
these parts and pieces results in something other than who Christ really is and what the “Christian 
faith” really is.  And the fact that this happens is a lot is why we get all those bad answers from our 
family, friends and neighbors.   
 
 The second way to answer this question, “What is the Christian faith,” just as correctly is to put 
the emphasis on the Christian.  Question #4, “What is a Christian?”  I also suspect that our family, 
friends and neighbors would have some pretty interesting answers to that question as well, such as...“A 
Christian is someone who prays.” “A Christian is someone who goes to church on Sunday.”  “A Christian 
is someone who tries to do good.”   
 



So, what about you?  How do you answer the question, “What is a Christian?” “A Christian is 
someone who, by the power and work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of God, believes in and 
confesses Jesus as Savior and Lord.  Through Baptism, a Christian is adopted into the Father's family, 
the Church.”  Again, a mouthful and headful, but also again, each and every part of the answer is critical 
to getting it right.   
 
 We are living in a world that is very confused about what the Christian faith is and what it means 
to be a Christian.  This confusion has led to so many tragic results.  How very important it is for us to 
have a clear understanding and confession, both for ourselves as well as for our confused family, friends 
and neighbors! So, I pray the Explanation can be a helpful resource for your own study and devotional 
life and for giving a clear witness to Christ as His work to your neighbors. 
 
-Pastor Krueger 

 

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 7, 2019 

 

The First Petition 

Hallowed be Thy name. 

 

What does this mean? 

God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that it may be kept holy among us also. 

 

How is God’s name kept holy? 

God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we, as the children of 

God, also lead holy lives according to it. Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But anyone who 

teaches or lives contrary to God’s Word profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from this, 

heavenly Father! 

 

The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 14, 2019 

 

The Second Petition 

Thy kingdom come. 

 

What does this mean? 

The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may 

come to us also. 

 

How does God’s kingdom come? 

God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe 

His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity. 

 

 

 

 



The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 21, 2019 

Luke 10:38-42 
 
Eternal God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give us your Holy Spirit who writes the preached word 
into our hearts.  May we receive and believe it and be cheered and comforted by it in eternity.  Glorify 
your word in our hearts and make it so bright and warm that we may find pleasure in it, through your 
Holy Spirit think what is right, and by your power fulfill the word, for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Lord.  Amen. 
      -Martin Luther 
 

The Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 

July 28, 2019 
 

 

The Third Petition 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

What does this mean? 

The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may 

be done among us also. 

 

How is God’s will done? 

God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and 

our sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow God’s name or let His kingdom come; and when He 

strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and faith until we die. This is His good and gracious will. 

  



 
Did you know that you can access the Glory of Christ Google Calendar by clicking the following link? 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/1?cid=a3BzcHFqZWIyb2k4NjllN2d0ZG5zNzA2dHNAZ3JvdXA

uY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ 

 

Altar Flower Chart: The cost of the Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday and you will be able to take your flowers 

home with you after the service in a box located in the kitchen on the shelf above the triple sink.  To have your 

payment for flowers applied correctly, please use one of the Designated Offering envelopes found in your box 

of envelopes or label the outside of one of your regular envelopes with the words ‘Altar flowers’. If you take the 

black liners home, please be sure to bring them back to church by the following Wednesday. Janice Hartness is 

our flower coordinator.  If you have any special requests, please contact her at 763-355-5427 by the Wednesday 

prior.  The 2019 Flower chart is available for you to sign up for Flowers.  The following people have signed 

up through August: 

 

July 7th       Todd & Cendee Palmer 

July 14th     Craig & Charlotte Smith 

July 21st     Lisa Brackmann 

July 28th     Garry & Cheryl McCreary 

August 4th  Lee & Doris Hart 

August 11th  OPEN 

August 18th  David & Louise Werts 

August 25th  Rev. John & Carol Fehrmann 

 

Sunday Schedule: Divine Service 9:00 AM; followed by Bible Class at 10:30. 

 

Monday Evening Divine Service 7:00 PM 

Wednesday morning Prayer Service and Bible Study – Morning Prayer services begin at 9:15 am, 

followed by Bible Study at 10:00 am. NO MORNING PRAYER SERVICE OR BIBLE STUDY ON 

WEDNESDAY JULY 17TH. 

Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in 

the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for 

Redeemer Lutheran, Robbinsdale, and Pastor Doug Minton, The National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN 

– and all youth, chaperones, worship leaders, teachers, and synodical staff – the gather in begins on July 11th 

and runs through July 15th, The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod in its 67th Convention in Tampa, FL – for all 

leaders, advisors, and delegates (particulary the two delegates from our circuit: Rev. Matthew Moss & Dennis 

Karius) – the convention begins on July 20th and runs through July 25th, and for St. John Evangelical Lutheran, 

Corcoran, and school, and Pastor Matthe Moss and Pastor Matthew Johnson.  

SAVE THE DATE! Perspectives Presentation: Suicide – This is a FREE presentation to be held here, at 

Glory of Christ, on Sunday, September 22nd. The presenter is Rev. Peter Preus, who will be giving a 

presentation on the Christian response to Suicide. Please place this important event on your calendars. 

Reverand  Preus’s book: And She was a Christian, is for sale and can be found on the informational table in 

the Narthex.  

 

 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/1?cid=a3BzcHFqZWIyb2k4NjllN2d0ZG5zNzA2dHNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/1?cid=a3BzcHFqZWIyb2k4NjllN2d0ZG5zNzA2dHNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ


Looking for an easy way to support Lutheran education?  GOC is now collecting Box 

Tops for Education.  These small rectangles are each worth 10 cents and can be found on tons 

of General Mills products—everything from Kleenex to dishwasher tabs to cereal.  Simply 

clip and drop into the jar in the narthex to help support St. John’s Lutheran School.  

 

 

"Putting the gifts to good use." 

1 Peter 4:10 "As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 

grace." 

 

Hello Glory of Christ Lutheran Church members.  The Long Range Planning Committee has emailed 

everyone a Congregational SURVEY for your completion. (We also have printed copies in the 

Narthex.)  The Survey will be available from June 30th – July 14th, 2019.  An Informational meeting will be 

held on Sunday, September 29th at 11:45 (After Bible Study) to present the results to the congregation.  If you 

have any questions, please contact Mari Houck, Al Lindh, Jill Eickhoff, Laura Thurk, Tyler Gangestad, Travis 

Dorweiler, Mike Connealy, Chelsie Ofsthun, Christian Preus, Patton Hoffarth, Kord Brashear, Pastor Johnson, 

or Pastor Krueger. Thank you and have a blessed day! 

Here is the SURVEY link:   www.tinyurl.com/goclrpcSurveyJune2019 

YOUTH to Higher Things Conference:  Six of our youth, Pastor Krueger and Chaperone Kelly Dorweiler 

will be travelling to Mequon, Wisconsin to attend the Higher Things Conference on July 16th - 19th.  This is 

an amazing opportunity to worship with 700+ fellow LCMS youth in unison and to learn directly from our 

esteemed LCMS Pastors who lead breakout lecture sessions. Kindly keep them in your prayers. 

 

FORE! The Glory of Christ Annual Golf Event is getting closer.  Everyone is invited to join the 

fun!  Saturday, August 17 with tee times beginning at 3:30 PM. We will play at Shamrock Golf Course in 

Corcoran with dinner and awards to follow in their pavilion. All skill levels welcome – it is a fun time!  A 

sign-up sheet will be out July 7, so mark your calendars and plan to join us.  Questions? See Mike Miller or 

Naomi Teske. 

Main Street Living is an hour-long Lutheran television program that airs new episodes each Sunday 

morning. The Twin Cities program is broadcast at 10 a.m. Central time on WFTC channel 29/9-2. Each 

Sunday, viewers enjoy a 30-minute remastered episode of “This is the Life,” a popular Lutheran Hour 

Ministries series from the 70s and 80s. The episode is followed by a modified Lutheran worship service—led 

by a different local pastor each week. Main Street Living (Twin Cities) is endorsed by the Minnesota South 

District of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod; however, the program receives no funding from the 

District. It is totally funded by viewers and congregations of the WFTC viewing area. 

Hey, Moms!  The best season in MN is almost upon us--summer time!  It's time for playgroups in the 

park.  The purpose of these is to get our kids together (all ages are welcome) and play and chat.  We meet 

around 10 am each Wed. at different parks and go home once the kids need naps or the moms are done 

talking!  If you want to bring a lunch or snacks, please make sure they are nut-free!  If you have any 

questions, let Susan Johnson know (sjhoelz@gmail.com). 

 

Here's our July line-up: 

July 10th- Greenwood Elementary Playground - 18005 Medina Rd, Plymouth, MN 55446 

July 17th- Plymouth Creek Park- 3625 Fernbrook Ln N, Plymouth, MN 55446 

July 24th- Gleason Playfields/Park- 18934 67th Ave N, Maple Grove, MN 55311 

July 31st- Baker Park Play Area 

 

***GoC has received an invitation to a surprise birthday party for former member, Esther Lund. 

Please see the bulletin board heading into the Fellowship Hall for the official invitation and details. 

http://www.tinyurl.com/goclrpcSurveyJune2019
http://www.mnsdistrict.org/
http://www.mnsdistrict.org/
http://gmail.com/


 

 

2019 Glory of Christ Men’s Retreat: The Men’s Retreat has been set for September 13th-15th. It will be at 

the same location on the Whitefish Chain of Lakes in Crosslake, MN. The retreat last year was a big success 

and we are continuing the tradition. Please sign up on the signup sheet in the Narthex. When you sign up, 

please indicate the day and time you plan to arrive. If you have any questions about the event please ask one 

of the Elders If you attended last year, recruit others who missed out on this great fellowship event! 

 

Everyone Welcome! Pastor Johnson and Pastor Krueger are doing monthly Chapel Services at Cherrywood 

Pointe in Plymouth - 18405 Old Rockford Rd, Plymouth, MN 55446. The next one will be on Monday July 

22nd at 11:00 am. Please feel free to attend this service.  

 

Remember in our Prayers: Sean Breininger, Arta Walter, Lee & Doris Hart, Velva Kosel, Jack Jakupciak, 

CLEF, Lutheran Synod of Mexico, , Enya Abel, Kevin Gruenhagen (Dan Gruenhagen’s Father), Mark Skau 

(Kevin Skau’s father), Jon Lilleberg (Bruce & Jill Larson’s brother-in-law), Scott Flugum & Tina Houck 

(Chris & Mari Houck’s cousins), Sarah Miller, Norm Theiste, Aaron Klein ( Nephew of Garry & Cheryl 

McCreary), and David Nelson.  

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! Christmas in July party is set for Sunday, July 21st from 2:00 to 7:00 at Susan and 

Pastor Johnson’s home. Details to follow.  

 



Gloria Christi Music Camp: Don’t miss Gloria Christi Music Camp this year! July 15-19. Led by 

experienced music educators, this unique half-day camp is designed to develop children’s singing voices and 

musicianship through choir, Orff instruments, chimes, and games. We aim to foster joyful, faithful, and 

skillful proclamation of God’s Word through music, and the culminating activity will be the camp choir’s 

participation in the Divine Service at Glory of Christ Lutheran Church on Sunday, July 21st.  

 

Visit www.gloryofchrist.org/events/gloria-christi-music-camp for a registration form and to pay online. 

Registration forms are also on the table in the Narthex. Camp fee is $50. You may leave a form and your 

payment on Brenda’s desk if you don’t register and pay online. Space is limited. Camp will be Monday - 

Friday, July 15 - 19, from 9:00am - 12:00pm at Glory of Christ Lutheran Church in Plymouth. Open to 

students entering grades 2 - 8 in fall 2019. Our 2019 theme is “Magnificat”! With questions about the camp, 

please contact Alyssa Burdick at alyssa.burdick.mezzo@gmail.com.  

 
 

 

http://www.gloryofchrist.org/events/gloria-christi-music-camp
mailto:alyssa.burdick.mezzo@gmail.com


 



 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

Brothers and Sisters of Glory of Christ, 

 

The Council met on June 18th. 

   

The Long Range Planning Committee recently sent out a survey seeking input on where 

we should be focusing spending of any current and future large gifts.  The results of this 

survey will help us to focus our efforts as our congregation continues to grow and 

change.  If you didn’t receive this email survey (check your spam folder, just in case), 

you can fill out one of the hard copies available in the narthex.  It’s not a long or 

difficult survey—you’ll have it done before you finish your cup of coffee (or tea, in 

Pastor Johnson’s case). 

 

I would also encourage you to speak with any member of the committee or the Council 

about any ideas you might have.  Maybe you think your opinion isn’t that important (it 

is!), maybe you have unwavering faith in the committee (probably justified!), or maybe 

you’re just shy (not much I can do about that!)  No matter the case, your suggestions 

can only improve the efforts of the committee.  If you have a great idea, let us know! 

 

The Council will not be holding a meeting in July, and the next meeting will be on 

August 13th. 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Josh Christian 

Council President 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Serving Sunday: (July 7, 2019)    

Coffee Servers:     Jason & Kelly Kruger 

Acolyte:                                                  Jason Neuman 

Elders:                                                    Andy Madson & Todd Schoolman 

Ushers:                                                  Todd Palmer & Bruce Larson 

Tech Duty:       Travis Dorweiler  

Altar Guild:       Pauline Hemingway & Marilyn Scharlau 

Offering Counters:                                  Tim Lavanger & Russ McBroom 

Bread Baker:                                          Charlotte Smith             

Bread Deliverer:                                      Sharla Woolfolk   
                                   

Serving Sunday: (July 14, 2019) 

Coffee Servers:     Heath & Danielle Brolsma 

Acolyte:      Rachel Brolsma 

Processional:      Bill Anderson III 

Elders:       Andy Madson & Todd Schoolman 

Ushers:      David  Barnaby & Ben Schaumburg 

Tech Duty:      Dan Gruenhagen 

Altar Guild:   Mary Swanson & Brenda Richards 

Offering Counters:         Heath & Danielle Brolsma 

Bread Baker:      Elean Roeman    

Bread Deliverer:     Beth Schoolman 
                                   

Serving Sunday: (July 21, 2019)  

Coffee Servers:     Mike & Stephanie Johnson, Pauline Hemingway,  

Laura McFerrin & LoAnn Jespersen 

Acolyte:                                                  Logan Kimmel 

Elders:                                                    Andy Madson & Todd Schoolman 

Ushers:                                                  Russ McBroom & Chuck McGriff 

Tech Duty:      Josh Christian 

Altar Guild:                                             Jill Larson & Gayle McGriff 

Offering Counters:                                  Craig & Charlotte Smith 

Bread Baker:                                          Gayle Barnaby             

Bread Deliverer:                                     Lori Beck   
                                   

Serving Sunday: (July 28, 2019)  

Coffee Servers:     Steve & Barb Rains 

Acolyte:                                                  Jonathan Thurk 

Elders:                                                    Andy Madson & Todd Schoolman 

Ushers:                                                  Nate Burdick & Travis Dorweiler 

Tech Duty:      Travis Dorweiler 

Altar Guild:                                             Todd & Erin Klemz 

Offering Counters:                                  Bob & Arlene Strom 

Bread Baker:                                          Mary Swanson             

Bread Deliverer:                                     Carl Hartness 
                                   

 



 
July 1st               Nina Nygren      Birthday 

      Justin Thurk      Birthday 

             

July 3rd                  Todd Zitzlsperger      Birthday 

      Claudia Wikman     Birthday 

               

July 6th                Ben & Dawn Rolf     Anniversary 

      

July 7th                Mia Garding      Birthday 

      Emily Merkle     Birthday 

       

July 9th     Brenda Richards     Birthday  

 

July 10th               Jim & Jean Small     Anniversary 

      Tessa Hoffarth     Birthday 

                

July 11th        David Hargreaves     Birthday 

                

July 12th                  Dan & Debbie Cheek    Anniversary 

             

July 13th               Pastor Jeremiah & Susan Johnson   Anniversary 

                

July 15th       Madison Wikman     Birthday 

 

July 16th       Christina Anderson     Birthday 

       

July 18th                David & Karen Nelson    Anniversary 

       

July 19th          Chris Garding     Birthday 

       

July 21st      Andy Madson     Birthday 

      Rob Richards      Birthday 

      Grace Rolf      Birthday  

 

July 23rd        Jacob McCreary     Birthday 

      Vicki Garding     Birthday 

 

July 29th     Grant Gruenhagen     Birthday 

 

July 30th     Cora Miller      Birthday 

    



 
 

 


