
 

 
Not Just Back, but Better: Old Habits Becoming New Again 

 

Hebrews 10:24-25 “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 

meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

drawing near.” 

 

 COVID and its restrictions have forced us to change many things in our lives. We have formed new 

and different habits because of the world’s changing circumstances. We all have modified our involvement 

with various activities based on comfort levels and health concerns.  As we, hopefully, start heading toward 

easing mandates and the rolling out of the vaccine, we should examine what habits we need to get back into 

that we may have left behind. Perhaps old habits need to become new ones again! Our habits show what is 

important to us. This would be a great opportunity to think about why we continue to make a habit of meeting 

together as the body of Christ COVID or not. 

 So, what does the author of Hebrews mean by “meeting together”? To “meet together” as Christians is 

to be the church. To be the church is to hear God’s word preached, to receive His Sacraments, to pray, sing 

and give thanks together. In short, to obey the third commandment. And to be clear, to “meet together” as 

Hebrews understands it, means to assemble in person. Try as some might, you cannot receive Baptism or 

Lord’s Supper via zoom!   

 What is wonderful about this scriptural truth is that we Lutherans have a title for worship that wraps 

all this together.  We call our chief communion worship service, The Divine Service. Now, perhaps in your 

upbringing, you heard the expressions of “going to church” or “attending services” or “going to worship”. But 

our distinct title for worship really expressions the center of our meeting together.  The title “Divine Service” 

captures the reality that the Divine comes to serve us and that we are there to receive what He graciously 

gives.  

 One of the reasons the author of Hebrews does not want us to neglect this habit of meeting together is 

that in our meeting together the Christ of history is also the Christ of this hour.  He still lives!  And He’s still 

present with His gifts to feed His Church with His Word and His Meal.  That’s why the center of the Church’s 

life is worship!  That’s why worship among us is called the Divine Service (Gottesdienst).   

  

In worship, God is present to serve us with His life-giving and life-sustaining gifts of forgiveness.  We 

also respond in prayer and praise, but the beating heart of worship is God serving us with forgiveness of sins, 

life, and salvation through Word and Meal.  The habit of meeting together is our very life! 



Our habits show what is important to us and the Divine Service is of the utmost importance.  We literally 

cannot live without it as Christians.   

 Meeting together for Christian worship is table fellowship with God.  The risen Christ is present to 

give us His Word to hear and His very body and blood to eat and drink.  Here, something different happens 

from what happens anywhere else in the world.  Here, the Bridegroom is present to serve His Bride the food 

and drink of heaven.  This is the center of life! 

 The Holy Spirit led the early church to draw her life from the gifts of the risen Christ. Acts 2:42 says, 

“And they devoted themselves to the Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 

prayers.” The word “devoted” means that Christians were into these gifts with all their strength (steadfastly).  

The proclamation of the apostles’ doctrine and the Lord’s Supper (breaking of bread) were the gifts at the 

heart of the Church’s fellowship.  Their fellowship in the receiving of Word and Sacrament was formed by 

“the prayers,” plural.  In other words, there was a liturgy, an ordered way of worship, when Christ came to 

serve them.   

 The Liturgy that you will participate in through weekly worship has been passed down through the 

centuries of the Church.  The Liturgy today connects us to the Church catholic, the worshipping Church of all 

time and people.  The elements of the worship we make us of now are remarkably similar to those of the early 

Church and the Apostles.  The Historic Liturgy also makes use of elements of Temple and Synagogue 

worship that Jesus Himself would have experienced.   

 And consider Jesus’ own habits of Synagogue worship. Luke’s Gospel says, “And Jesus came to 

Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath 

day...” The Father’s house was of the utmost importance to Jesus. Our habits show what is important to us.  

 Today is a new day!  A new day to make old habits new ones again. The Day is drawing near for our 

Lord’s return. God grant that until then we make a joyful habit of being in His Divine Service. There in His 

presence we wait for Him to bring us to His nearer presence in His heavenly kingdom! 

 

See you in The Divine Service, 

 

Pastor Krueger 

 

The Baptism of Our Lord 

January 10, 2021 

Mark 1:4-11 

“Baptism: Uniting God and Man.” 

 

When Jesus entered into the water, He brought the whole trinity into the water with Him. The Father and the 

Son and the Holy Spirit are present because it’s never One apart from the Other. Now Holy Baptism is the 

place where man meets God and God meets man, because Jesus is in the water. This is where Holy Baptism 

gets its power to do what it promises to do. Baptism would never have the power to actually purify sinners by 

the forgiveness of sins unless the One who ‘takes away the sin of the world’ is in the water. But now that 

Jesus has entered into Baptism, Holy Baptism is both the “Rite of Purification” and the Meeting Place with 

God all in one. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 17, 2021 

John 1:43-51 

“If You Know Jesus, You Know God” 

 

Jesus had known Nathanael long before Nathanael ever met Jesus. In fact, even before his friend Philip had 

told him about Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus had already seen Nathanael sitting under a fig tree. And not only does 

Jesus know Nathanael’s location, He also knows Nathanael’s character – “an Israelite in whom there is no 

deceit.” 

It’s ‘EPIPHANY’ moment when Nathanael, who hasn’t been able to process this stranger from Nazareth, and 

then suddenly the light goes on, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” He realized that 

if you know Jesus then you Know God. 

 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 24, 2021 

Mark 1:14-20 

“How Patient is God? Better Find Out.” 

 

“The time is fulfilled,” says Jesus. “The appointed time is very short,” says Paul. “Yet forty days,” proclaims 

Jonah. The testimony of the Scriptures is unanimous and in perfect harmony, the present form of this world is 

terminal. It is very easy to become confused and focus on what is passing away instead of what is eternal and 

forever. This world will be caught up in a deadly game of procrastination, of unbelief and wasted time and 

lives as the end of days draws near.   

 

God in His merciful patience has relented of the disaster that He had said He would do to you because of your 

sin, and He did not do it, because Christ suffered God’s wrath for you on the cross. And Easter morning 

shows that time and death no longer apply to Christ, and you are in Him. How patient is God? You know in 

Christ!  Follow me, our Lord says. Follow me through death to life where the decay of time is no more. 

 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 31, 2021 

Mark 1:21-28 

“Knowledge puffs up, love builds up” 1 Cor. 8:1 

 

In a world where many are “not religious”, but “spiritual” it’s good to point out that the man in our text was 

extremely “spiritual” and “spirit-filled”.  He knew exactly who Jesus was, the Holy one of God, but certainly 

would never enter heaven in his current state nor would we say that this man with the unclean spirit had 

saving faith.  We could apply St. Paul’s words here of, “knowledge puffs up, but love builds up”.  The demon 

had a lot of knowledge about Jesus, but no true love for Him and His teachings.  To have faith and love in 

Christ, to be baptized into the name of the Holy one of God, is to know that God does not come to destroy 

you, but to clean you and restore you; To create in you a clean heart and to renew a right spirit with in you.     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Altar Flower Chart: The cost of the Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday and you will be able to take your flowers 

home with you after the service in a box located in the kitchen on the shelf above the triple sink. There is a 

packet of cut floral food clipped to the box for you to mix with water that will keep your flowers fresh, 

longer. Feel free to take your flowers home with you on Sunday if you are at church. To have your payment 

for flowers applied correctly, please use one of the Designated Offering envelopes found in your box of 

envelopes or label the outside of one of your regular envelopes with the words ‘Altar flowers’. If you take the 

black liners home, please be sure to bring them back to church by the following Wednesday. Janice Hartness is 

our flower coordinator.  If you have any special requests, please contact her at 763-355-5427 by the Wednesday 

prior. The following people have signed up for Altar Flowers through January:  

 

January 10th  Tom and Brenda Richards 

January 17th  OPEN 

January 24th  OPEN 

January 31st  OPEN 

 

Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in 

the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for 

Concordia Theological Seminary (Fort Wayne, IN) and Concordia Seminary (St. Louis, MO), St. Timothy 

Society for Lutheran Seminary Scholarship, and their Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gordon Bynum, Grace Lutheran 

Church, Brooklyn Park, and Pastor Vance Milbrath, Lutheran Church of the Triune God, Brooklyn Center and 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran, Plymouth, and Pastor Tom Stoebig and Pastor Joe Behnke.  

 

Wednesday schedule:  We will be offering two Divine Services (that is, with communion), starting again on 

December 30th at 11:30am and 5:00pm. These services will follow the previous Sunday’s readings, hymns, and 

sermon.  

 

2021 Offering Envelopes are now available on tables in Narthex. If you do not see a box for you, please let 

Brenda know. If you want to sign up for online giving, please let Brenda know. It’s easy! Even if you give 

online, please still take your offering envelope box. Thank You! 

 

Remember in our Prayers: Sean Breininger, Lee & Doris Hart, CLEF, Lutheran Synod of Mexico, Todd 

Janka, Tim Lavanger, Sophia Homrighausen (Mike and Sarah Miller’s granddaughter), Roy Wise (Brother-in-

Law of Pauline Hemingway),, Justin Schwarz (Nephew of Cindy Preus), Norm Theiste, Craig Bomgaars 

(Cousin of Carla Claussen), Sarah Wippich (Principal of Trinity First Lutheran School), Carol Beach (Mother 

of Tim Beach), The Family of Lynn Ring (Tyler Ring’s Father), Darlene Crandell (Mother of JoEllen Braun) 

and The Family of Rev. Tim McGill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Listen to 
 

Pastor Jeremiah Johnson 

and host 

Pastor Timothy Appel 
 

on 

 
 

Mon., Jan. 11, at 8:00 a.m. CT 

for 

Sharper Iron 
studying 

Mark Chapter 1:9-13 

The Gospel in Action 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

January 6th                Robbie Zitzlsperger    Birthday 

      Marv Bimberg     Birthday 

                

January 7th                       Marv Bimberg     Birthday 

      Phillippe & Sarah DeBlois   Anniversary 

       

January 8th       Tom Richards     Birthday 

      Rhonda Berry     Birthday 

      Ezra DeBlois     Birthday 

      Dan Cheek      Birthday 

      Ezekial Woodgate     Birthday 

                

January 9th      Sharla Woolfolk     Birthday 

      Christopher Corey     Birthday  

              

January 11th      Ella Merkle      Birthday 

                

Janauary 13th     Kate Marshall     Birthday 

      Steve Rains      Birthday 

                

Janaury 14th      Max Gruenhageen     Birthday 

                

Janaury 15th      Curty & Sharla Woolfolk    Anniversary 

                

Janaury 17th      Michelle Nelson     Birthday 

       

Janaury 20th      Heather Knea     Birthday 

      Barb Rains      Birthday 

       

January 22nd     Ryan Koosman     Birthday 

       

Janaury 23rd         Elle Thurk      Birthday  

 

January 28th     Rhett Fuchs      Birthday 

 

January 29th     Laure Burfeind     Birthday 



 

 


