
 

 
Epiphany: The Season of Revealing Light! 

 
Advent gave us the joyous anticipation of Christmas.  We could barely wait to unwrap 

the wonderful gifts for us under the tree.  As Christmas passes and we still find 

enjoyment in it, continuing to discover and make us of the gifts once hidden in boxes, 

bags, and wrapping paper we are ushered into a new season, Epiphany.  This new time 

of the Church Year now gives us a chance to use the presents we have just received, 

enjoying them for what they truly are.  At Christmas we received the greatest gift ever 

given, the Word made flesh, an incarnate Savior. (John 1:14; 3:16) Epiphany, which 

literally means “divine manifestation,” is a time to see this new Jesus for what and 

who He really is!  It is a season in which we learn that there’s more to this newborn 

baby than meets the eye.  He is the God-man, both human and divine.  Therefore, each Sunday reveals 

something more and more about just who this Jesus really is.  At the visitation of the Magi we see that the 

Christ child is truly a king. At His baptism in the Jordan we behold Him as God the Father’s beloved Son, 

with whom He is well pleased.  

  

Upon His arrival, John points to the Messiah as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! And 

so, it goes throughout Epiphany.  At each twist and turn, these Gospel texts shine light on who this little babe 

of Bethlehem, the Light of the world, truly is.  For this reason, the themes of the star and light are prevalent as 

we are enlightened by these little epiphanies. 

  

On January 5th we observed Epiphany, the visitation of the three Magi.  The Gospel text is packed with irony.  

The Lord of all is born as a helpless baby to a lowly carpenter and his virgin wife in a nowhere town in an 

animal stable.  His chosen people whom He came to save didn’t even come to worship Him and they would 

continue to fail to recognize Him for who He in fact is.  The Magi, however, are unlikely candidates to 

recognize this Savior for they are outsider Gentiles.  But, understanding that this boy is Almighty God, they 

bring Him gifts fit for a Divine King!   

  

The Wise Men gave gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Gold shows that this child was worthy of kingly gifts, and 

He was the King of kings.  Frankincense, a particular type of incense burned in the temple for worship, 

reminds us that Jesus is to be worshipped as true God and that He is our mediator who intercedes for us and 

brings our prayers before the throne of the Father.  



The third gift of myrrh foreshadows the child’s destiny of death.  Myrrh was offered to Jesus as He hung on 

the cross.  Mark’s Gospel says they offered Him Myrrh mixed with wine.  Myrrh was a type of incense used 

as an agent to bring calming and a bit of relief from the excruciating pain of crucifixion.  And irony of ironies 

Jesus was displayed there with the very title the Wise Men sought Him under, “The King of the Jews”.  

Another time we hear about the use of myrrh with Jesus is when it was mixed with aloes to wrap His dead 

body for burial.  Myrrh foreshadowed that Christ, the infant king, would be Christ the Crucified. 

 

Myrrh not only marks the gift of the Wise Men to Jesus but God’s greatest gift to you in Jesus!  For in the 

thick darkness of the tomb was the smell of incense and myrrh coming from the dead body of the Light of the 

World!  Arise, shine, for your light has come!  Arise and shine Jesus did on the morning of the third day, 

piercing the darkness of our sin, death and worldly wisdom with new and fresh life from the tomb!   

 

Like those Magi Gentiles, we too are included in the Lord’s mission plan to save mankind.  We are Gentiles 

who have been enlightened by the light of the Gospel, and so we come to this lowly stable of Glory of Christ 

to meet our “down-to-earth” King.  In the flesh of a baby He seems like anything but God, but He is.  

Likewise, we have a divine King in, with, and under His Word, bread, and wine, waiting to greet us, to save 

us.  Unlike the Magi, however, we poor sinners don’t have much to offer Him.  Rather, He offers His gifts to 

us, which make us kings with Him.  Through Christ’s death and resurrection, we receive no earthly gold but 

the gold of a heavenly inheritance.  Through Holy Baptism we do not have the aroma of frankincense but are 

granted the sweet-smelling oil of anointing with the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 1:21-22; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30) 

  

Through His Holy Supper we do not drink myrrh mixed with wine but His true blood in with and under wine.  

All through Epiphany these divine mysteries shine light into our darkness as we learn who this Christ is and 

what He comes to do for us.  May the Lord of all grace continue to enlighten our hearts and minds throughout 

this Epiphany season!     
 

 

Pastor Krueger 

 

 

 

The Epiphany of Our Lord 

January 5, 2020 

Matthew 2:1-12 

Now It’s the Magi’s turn 
 

 

Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds all had their turn to worship the Christ child. Keep in mind that the first 

visitors to Jesus were all Jews, the original stock of God's chosen people. But the Magi are foreigners, 

Gentiles, but they too received their divine invitation to come and see Jesus. This is why Epiphany is often 

called “the Gentiles' Christmas.” And Paul reminds us in Ephesians 3 that this is the great mystery of Christ 

(v4)--that God has extended salvation even to the Gentiles. The long arm of God's redemption can reach all 

people.  

 

 

 

 



The Baptism of Our Lord 

January 12, 2020 

Matthew 3:13-17 
 

You can hardly blame John for his objection.  
 

John had been baptizing sinners in the Jordan, urging them to repent and prepare for the coming Messiah. But 

then along comes the Messiah himself, and He gets in line to be baptized too. Wait! Why would the perfect 

Lamb of God need to be baptized? He doesn’t have any sins to confess. That’s why John objects. 
 

But Jesus hasn’t come to confess sins but to bear them. He wades down into the Jordan, and it’s as if the filth 

washed off everyone else and sticks to Jesus instead. In His baptism, Jesus stands with sinners as a sinner.  
 

And He will take those sins all the way to the cross to dispose of them. 

 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 19, 2020 

John 1:29-42 
 

Behold! 

This is the season of Epiphany which is all about establishing the true identity of the child, conceived by the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He was not born with a halo around his head which would have made 

Him more conspicuous and easier to identify. As the prophet Isaiah says, “…he had no form or majesty that 

we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him.” (Is. 53:2) The point is, the only way that 

you will ever recognize this One for who His truly is, is if you listen to the preaching! John proclaims, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 26, 2020 

Matthew 4:12-25 
 

When Jesus told Peter and Andrew, “follow me,” He spoke as a king, not a salesman. 

Jesus didn’t flash His credentials or give the disciples a pitch about how much better their lives would be if 

they just got on His wagon. Jesus did not make a tear-jerking emotional appeal or a carefully-reasoned 

argument. He simply said, “follow me,” and thereby called these men into His service. 

 

The same applies to us. 

We’re not here because we test drove all the religions and found that we liked Christianity the best. 

Jesus did not come to guilt or persuade us into becoming citizens of His kingdom. He simply called us. 

As Luther reminds us in the explanation to the third article of the creed, “I believe that I cannot by my own 

reason or strength believe in  Jesus Christ my Lord or come to Him...”  

 

We have not been persuaded, we have been confiscated by Jesus. And now we belong to him. We’re not His 

people because we signed up for it. He did it. And that’s why our calling is sure. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Altar Flower Chart: The cost of the Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday and you will be able to take your flowers 

home with you after the service in a box located in the kitchen on the shelf above the triple sink.  To have your 

payment for flowers applied correctly, please use one of the Designated Offering envelopes found in your box 

of envelopes or label the outside of one of your regular envelopes with the words ‘Altar flowers’. If you take the 

black liners home, please be sure to bring them back to church by the following Wednesday. Janice Hartness is 

our flower coordinator.  If you have any special requests, please contact her at 763-355-5427 by the Wednesday 

prior.  

 

We have changed Florists for our Altar Flowers. We are now using Flowers by Myra, located here in 

Plymouth – 612-728-0399. Her card is on the Altar Flower Chart. The 2020 flower chart is now up. Remaining 

weeks of December are for Poinsettias. The 2020 Flower chart is up in the Narthex. The following people 

have signed up through February: 

 

January 12th    Curt & Sharla Woolfolk 

January 19th    Mary Swanson 

January 26th  Ruth Decker 

February 2nd    Tom & Brenda Richards 

February 9th     Bill & Julie Anderson 

February 16th   David & Louise Werts 

February 23rd   Betty Reinke 

 

Saturday Evening Divine Service: 5:00 pm.  

 

Sunday Schedule: Divine Service 9:00 AM; followed by Bible Class and Sunday School at 10:40. 

Wednesday morning Prayer Service and Bible Study – Morning Prayer services begin at 9:15 am, followed 

by Bible Study at 10:00 am.  

Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in 

the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for 

Concordia University, St. Paul, Concordia Theological Seminary (Fort Wayne, IN) and Concordia Seminary 

(St. Louis, MO) and for St. Timothy Society for Lutheran Seminary Scholarship, and their Chaplain, Rev., Dr. 

Gordon Bynum.       

Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne Seminary Kantorei will be visiting Glory of Christ and will 

be part of our Mid-Week Lenten service on Wednesday March 4th! We need host family volunteers to host 17 

men for that Wednesday night and then serve breakfast on Thursday morning of March 5th. If you can assist 

with this, please let Pastor Johnson know. Thank You! 

 

2020 Offering Envelopes are now available on tables in the entrance to the Fellowship Hall. If you do not see 

a box for you, please let Brenda know. If you want to sign up for online giving, please let Brenda know. It’s 

easy! Even if you give online, please still take your offering envelope box. Thank You! 

 

Save the Date!  Missions Fest 2020 will be on April 25th. Mark this important date down in your calendar! 

 

 



Poinsettias!  Please take your poinsettia home after the January 12th Service. They will be removed after this 

date. Thank You! 

 

2019 Giving Statements/Time and Talent Sheets will be available on Sunday January 19th . They will be on 

the table in the Narthex by the Offering Envelopes. 

 

Remember in our Prayers: Sean Breininger, Lee & Doris Hart, Velva Kosel, Jack Jakupciak, CLEF, 

Lutheran Synod of Mexico, Jared Clark (Brother of Jana Hargreaves), Christy Peterson (Friend of Jon Burns), 

Sandi Olchefski (Friend of Tom and Brenda Richards), Delia Samuel (Friend of Carla Claussen), Erno 

Szedlak (Olivia Young’s Grandfather), Eunice McBroom and Rev. Marvin Ahlborn and his family (Kim 

Neuman’s uncle).  

 
Compassion Circle: The next Compassion Circle meeting will be on Monday January 13th at 1:00.  

 

New dates for Quilting in January and February!! Jan. 21st.  Feb. 4th & 18th. We start at 9:00 and bring a 

bag lunch. We can use more help sewing tops!! We have squares cut out for you.  You will be blessed for you 

work! Any questions? Please call 612-801-8677. 

 

 

 

Annual Youth Group Lock-In  

Friday, January 31st.  6pm to 8am Saturday 

Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex or email Julie Anderson julesanders@live.com.  

We will begin at 6pm with a pizza dinner, followed by devotions, games, Nerf Gun War, movies and 

more. Call Julie’s cell 612.791.0163 with any questions. 

 

This year we need adults to assist.  I am hoping to have 4-5 volunteers so we can take a shift to be fresh for 

the youth and so we don't wear ourselves out.  Please respond to sign up for this.  So fun to be a fly on the 

wall and observe the youth interact, learn and have fun!   

 

(Background check is required - Brenda has a simple form to help us coordinate this function) 
 

mailto:julesanders@live.com


 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
Serving Sunday: (January 12, 2020)    

Coffee Servers:     Steve & Barb Rains 

Acolyte:                                                  Jonathan Thurk 

Processional:      Bill Anderson  III  

Elders:                                                    Mike Lindh & Ben Rolf 

Ushers:                                                  Mike Miller & Bob Strom 

Tech Duty:       Josh Christian  

Altar Guild:       Erin Klemz & Brenda Richards 

Offering Counters:                                  Lori Beck & Rhea Schulz 

Bread Baker:                                          Susan Johnson              

Bread Deliverer:                                      Carl Hartness   
                                   

Serving Sunday: (January 19, 2020)  

Coffee Servers:     Mark & Rina Nygren 

Acolyte:                                                  Nina Nygren 

Elders:                                                    Mike Lindh & Ben Rolf 

Ushers:                                                  Travis Dorweiler & Paul Koosman 

Tech Duty:      Travis Dorweiler 

Altar Guild:                                             David & Gayle Barnaby 

Offering Counters:                                  Barbie Gruenhagen & Mike Miller 

Bread Baker:                                          Charlotte Smith             

Bread Deliverer:                                     Sharla Woolfolk   
                                   

Serving Sunday: (January 26, 2020)  

Coffee Servers:     Todd & Cendee Palmer 

Acolyte:                                                  ??? 

Elders:                                                    Mike Lindh & Ben Rolf 

Ushers:                                                  Patton Hoffarth & Roger Hargreaves 

Tech Duty:      Dan Gruenhagen 

Altar Guild:                                             Karen Swenson & Debbie Cheek 

Offering Counters:                                  Carl Hartness & Rhea Schulz 

Bread Baker:                                          Elena Roemen             

Bread Deliverer:                                     Beth Schoolman  
                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
January 6th                    Robbie Zitzlsperger     Birthday 

      Marv Bimberg     Birthday 

    

January 7th                  Danielle Woodgate    Birthday 

      Phillippe & Sarah DeBlois   Anniversary 

 

January 8th      Tom Richards     Birthday 

      Rhonda Berry     Birthday 

      Ezra DeBlois     Birthday 

      Dan Cheek      Birthday 

      Ezekial Woodgate     Birthday 

             

January 9th      Sharla Woolfolk     Birthday 

      Christopher Corey     Birthday  

January 11th               Ella Merkle      Birthday 

                

January 13th      Kate Marshall     Birthday 

      Steve Rains      Birthday 

                

January 14th               Max Gruenhagen     Birthday 

             

January 15th                    Curt & Sharla Woolfolk    Anniversary 

                

January 17th      Michelle Nelson     Birthday 

             

January 20th       Heather Knea     Birthday 

      Barb Rains      Birthday 

       

January 22nd              Paul Koosman      Birthday 

      

January 23rd     Elizabeth Thurk     Birthday 

 

January 28th     Rhett Fuchs      Birthday 

 

January 29th     Laurie Burfeind     Birthday 
 



  

 


