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Six Chief Parts
You're probably noticed two new pieces of artwork up in the narthex. Art has two interrelated functions: to be
beautiful and to mean stuff. Since beauty can be a little harder to articulate, I'm unapologetically going to take
the easier road and provide a short explanation to what these pieces mean.
The print on the right side as you enter the narthex is called Six Chief Parts by Edward Riojas. As you
probably guessed, it represents the six chief parts of the Catechism arranged on the cross. I will comment on
each symbol, starting in the center, from top to bottom, then the shell on the right and the cup and host on the
left.
Censer: From ancient times, incense has been
used in conjunction with worship to represent
prayer. As the smoke from the incense wafted
towards heaven, so the prayers of the saints
are lifted towards our heavenly Father. This
particular censer represents the Lord's Prayer.
Triangle woven with a circle: The triangle
represents the Trinity, and the circle
represents the unity of God. So the two
together here stand as the symbol of the
Apostles' Creed, which confesses our God,
three in one.
Tablets: These represent the stone tablets on
which the ten commandments were written.
They are marked with the first ten letters of
the Hebrew alphabet, which double as their
numbers. The first table, 1-3 are on the right,
and the second table, 4-10 are on the left.
Keys: These represent the Office of the Keys, the
authority which Christ gave to His church to
bind and loose sins. Note that the notch of the
key is in the shape of the cross. The Church
has no authority to bind or forgive sins apart
from the cross.
Shell: This is the ancient symbol for baptism. the
three drops of water represent the triune name
given at baptism: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.
Cup and bread: These represent the Lord's
Supper. The chi-rho symbol (looks like a P with an x on it), the symbol for Christ, is on the bread as a
confession that the bread and wine are the body and blood of Christ.

The symbols representing the six chief parts are organized on the cross because they are not somehow
disconnected bits of doctrine, but the cross is their life life and locus. Without the cross, there would be no
prayer, no sacraments, no Creed, and the commandments could only and ever be an accusing voice against us.
But through the cross and the resurrection, the chief parts bear much fruit in our lives, as depicted in the
verdant leaves and the rich, ripe grapes springing from them. For Christ is the true vine, and we are the
branches; in him we bear much fruit.
That took a little longer than I anticipated, so the explanation of the triptych on the opposite wall will have to
wait until next month. Until then, take a look for yourself. Good art only gets better with deeper use and
contemplation.
Pastor Johnson

The Epiphany of Our Lord
January 6, 2019
Matthew 2:1-12
“Epiphany” means a sudden or great revelation, but it doesn't seem like the Magi or anyone else in the story
has a clue. The Magi come to the wrong town, asking for directions. Herod is caught totally unawares of this
new rival to his throne. And even though the religious leaders know where to find Jesus, they don't seem one
bit excited by the Messiah's arrival. The festival of Epiphany seems more like an occasion for human
confusion.
But the strangeness of it all only underscores the point; today is a divine epiphany. The way that God works in
the world does not conform to our expectations. It should not be surprising that Herod, the religious leaders,
and even the magi were confused. For God's work must be revealed to us. Our ways and expectations must be
unlearned and conformed to His. And today is just the beginning.
The Baptism of Our Lord
January 13, 2019
Luke 3:15-22
“Pondering the One Who Pleases!”
“Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heavens were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came
from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” When Jesus entered the water, He
brought the whole trinity into the water with Him. The Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit are present
because it’s never One apart from the Other. Now, Holy Baptism is the place where man meets God and God
meets man, because Jesus is in the water. This is where Holy Baptism gets its power to do what it promises to
do. Baptism would never have the power to actually purify sinners by the forgiveness of sins unless the One
who ‘takes away the sin of the world’ is in the water. But now that Jesus has entered Baptism. You are IN the
one who pleases the Father, so He is well pleased with you!

2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
January 20, 2019
John 2:1-11
“The Divine Glory Is Manifested in the Signs of Christ!”
When Jesus turned water into wine at the wedding in Cana, it was “the first of his signs,” by which He
“manifested his glory” (John 2:11). It pointed to His coming “hour,” when He was lifted up on the cross for
the forgiveness of sins and the life of the world (John 2:4; 12:23–32). The glory of the cross is
incomprehensible apart from the Word and Spirit of God, but disciples of Jesus recognize that glory in the
signs of His Gospel, and so they believe in Him. Jesus does not wait for His disciples to discover Him on their
own, but He seeks out the forsaken and the desolate and unites them to Himself. He adorns them with His
own beautiful righteousness and delights in them “as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride” (Is. 62:4–5).
Purified by the washing of water with His Word in Holy Baptism, His disciples confess that “Jesus is Lord,”
and they return thanks to Him “in the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:3) as they drink the good wine that He pours out
for them, which is the new testament in His blood.
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
January 27, 2019
Luke 4:16-30
It's quite an unflattering scene: He's nearly killed by the people he grew up with.
Still early in his three-year ministry, Jesus comes to his own hometown synagogue to preach. He reads a
portion from Isaiah that describes a divine servant is appointed to set Israel free and restore them to their own
land. After Jesus was finished reading, he said, “It's me.”
But the people couldn't believe it. They knew his family. They watched him grow up. It couldn't be Jesus. But
when Jesus called them out for their obstinacy, they were ready to kill him. “A prophet is not without honor
except in his own hometown.”

Altar Flower Chart: The cost of the Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday and you will be able to take your flowers
home with you after the service in a box located in the kitchen on the shelf above the triple sink. To have your
payment for flowers applied correctly, please use one of the Designated Offering envelopes found in your box
of envelopes or label the outside of one of your regular envelopes with the words ‘Altar flowers’. If you take the
black liners home, please be sure to bring them back to church by the following Wednesday. Janice Hartness is
our flower coordinator. If you have any special requests, please contact her at 763-355-5427 by the Wednesday
prior. The 2019 Flower chart is now available for you to sign up for Flowers. The following people have
signed up in January:
January 6th – Tom & Brenda Richards
January 13th – Garry & Cheryl McCreary
January 20th – Open
January 27th – Open
Sunday Schedule: Divine Service 9:00 AM; followed by Bible Class at 10:30.
Saturday Evening Divine Service 5:00 PM

Wednesday morning Prayer Service and Bible Study – Morning Prayer service begins at 9:15 am,
followed by Bible Study at 10:00 am.
Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in
the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for prayers
for To All Generations District Campaign and Concordia University, St. Paul, Concordia Theoligical Seminary
(Fort Wayne, IN) and Concordia Seminary (St. Louis, MO), Grace Lutheran Church, Brooklyn Park, and Pastor
Vance Milbrath and forLutheran Church of the Triune God, Brooklyn Center, and Vacancy Pastor Byron
Northwick.
2019 Offering Envelopes are now available on tables in the entrance to the Fellowship Hall. If you do not see
a box for you, please let Brenda know.
Year End Tithing Statements will be run and ready by January 20th along with the Time & Talent Sheets.
Everyone Welcome! Pastor Johnson and Pastor Krueger are doing monthly Chapel Services at Cherrywood
Pointe in Plymouth - 18405 Old Rockford Rd, Plymouth, MN 55446. The next one will be on Monday
January 14th at 11:00 am. Please feel free to attend this service.
Voters Meeting Results: Our Annual Voters Meeting took place on Sunday, December 9th. The selected new
officers, Elders and Church Council Members are:
President – Josh Christian
Treasurer – Jesse Huber
Secretary – Bill Anderson
Elders - 1 More Term - Nate Burdick, Mark Swenson, Andy Madson, Todd Schoolman
Newly elected Elders - Paul Koosman, Ben Rolf, Kord Brashear, Mike Lindh
Church Council – 1 more term: Mari Houck, Bill Anderson, Jonathan Schultz, Rebecca Neumann
Newly Elected Council Members – Jeremy Eickhoff, Todd Palmer, Patton Hoffarth, Kim Bonine.
Remember in our Prayers: Sean Breininger, Arta Walter, Lee Hart, Velva Kosel, Jack Jakupciak, CLEF,
Lutheran Synod of Mexico, Aaron Klein (Nephew of Cheryl McCreary), Marietta Sylvester (Mother of Joy
O’Bresky), a young friend of the Merkle Family, and Jim Fahnhorst.

COMPASSION CIRCLE: We meet the second Monday of the month at 1:00 for dessert, devotion, and
fellowship. Our next meeting will be January 14th. We always welcome new members and ideas for ways
in which we can show compassion to our brothers and sisters in Christ. Hope to see you there!
Quilting: Make a New Year’s resolution to come once a month to help make quilts for the
unfortunate! QUILTING will begin again in January. Starting on Tuesday the 8th & 22nd. February 5th &
19th. We start at 9:00am. Please bring your lunch along. We would appreciate any time you could give us, if
only an hour or two! Thank You!

Music Group Rehearsals will begin again on Wednesday January 9th: Childrens Chimes – 4:50 to 5:30,
Gloria Christi Choir – 6:30 to 7:30, Hand Bells – 6:30 to 7:30 and Adult Choir – 7:30 to 8:30.
Any and all children grades 4-8 are welcome for the Children’s Chimes Group and are encouraged to join
them even if not at prior rehearsals. They will enhance the services about once a month through music and
Joy.

Glory of Christ will have 6 of our youth attending the 2019 Higher Things Conference on July 16-19 at the
Concordia University Wisconsin Mequon, WI. THANK YOU to everyone who donated and purchased baked
goods at the Youth Bake Sale! It is very much appreciated!

Dear Glory of Christ Member,
Our Annual Congregational meeting was held Sunday, December 9th with approximately seventy-three people in
attendance. A $752,043.00 budget was approved.
Our officers are chosen by placing the candidates’ names for each position in a Bible and then drawing to
determine who will serve. The Elders are nominated by the pastors with approval given by the voters.
Our new Officers and Elders for 2019 are:
President

Josh Christian

Treasurer

Jesse Huber

First Year Council

Jeremy Eickhoff, Todd Palmer, Patton Hoffarth and Kim Bonine

Second Year Council:

Mari Houck, Bill Anderson, Jonathan Schultz and Rebecca Neumann.

First Year Elders:

Paul Koosman, Ben Rolf, Kord Brashear and Mike Lindh.

Second Year Elders:

Nate Burdick, Mark Swenson, Andy Madson and Todd Schoolman.

A special thank you to the retiring officers: Council Members - Lori Beck, Dan Gruenhagen, and Mike
Johnson. Elders - Roger Hargreaves and Curt Woolfolk.
In December the Council acted and approved two items. They were:
1. The 2019 housing allowances for Pastor Johnson and Pastor Krueger.
2. The hiring of a Building Maintenance Lead Person position after the Voters Assembly approval.
This position is to be filled by Travis Dorweiler.
Jesse Huber, our treasurer, believes our 2018 budget year will end favorably if our giving follows our
traditional history. Thank you everyone for your generous support of our church and missions.
Just a reminder, if you have not picked up your 2019 Offering Envelopes you can find them near the front
entrance.
Yours in Christ,
Bob Strom
President 2018

Serving Sunday: (January 6, 2019)
Coffee Servers:
Jon Burns & Brenda Richards & Pauline Hemingway
Acolyte:
Olivia Schaumburg
Elders:
Nate Burdick & ???
Ushers:
David Barnaby & Ben Schaumburg
Tech Duty:
Travis Dorweiler
Altar Guild:
David & Gayle Barnaby
Offering Counters:
Craig & Charlotte Smith
Bread Baker:
Susan Johnson
Bread Deliverer:
Charlotte Smith

Serving Sunday: (January 13, 2019)
Coffee Servers:
Mark & Karen Swenson
Acolyte:
Jason Neuman
Processional:
Bill Anderson III
Elders:
Nate Burdick & ???
Ushers:
Russ McBroom & Chuck McGriff
Tech Duty:
Josh Christian
Altar Guild:
Barb Rains & Brenda Richards
Offering Counters:
Bob & Arlene Strom
Bread Baker:
Charlotte Smith
Bread Deliverer:
Sharla Woolfolk

Serving Sunday: (Janaury 20, 2019)
Coffee Servers:
Jason & Kelly Kruger
Acolyte:
Jonathan Thurk
Elders:
Nate Burdick & ???
Ushers:
Jeremy Eickhoff & Marcus Olson
Tech Duty:
Travis Dorweiler
Altar Guild:
Debbie Cheek & Julie Anderson
Offering Counters:
Kent Rudeen & Janelle Franzmeier
Bread Baker:
Mary Swanson
Bread Deliverer:
Beth Schoolman

Serving Sunday: (January 27, 2019)
Coffee Servers:
Lesliee Cady & Brenda Richards
Acolyte:
Jason Neuman
Elders:
Nate Burdick & ???
Ushers:
Mike Miller & Bob Strom
Tech Duty:
Josh Christian
Altar Guild:
Beth Schoolman & Brenda Richards
Offering Counters:
Jeremy & Jill Eickhoff
Bread Baker:
Emily Merkle
Bread Deliverer:
Lori Beck


January 3rd

Elizabeth Thurk

Birthday

January 6th

Robbie Zitzlsperger
Marv Bimberg

Birthday
Birthday

January 7th

Danielle Woodgate

Birthday

January 8th

Tom Richards
Rhonda Berry
Ezra DeBlois
Dan Cheek
Ezekial Woodgate

Birthday
Birthday
Birthday
Birthday
Birthday

January 9th

Sharla Woolfolk
Chris Corey

Birthday
Birthday

January 11th

Ella Merkle

Birthday

January 13th

Kate Marshall
Steve Rains

Birthday
Birthday

January 14th

Max Gruenhagen

Birthday

January 15th

Curt & Sharla Woolfolk

Anniversary

January 17th

Michelle Nelson

Birthday

January 20th

Heather Knea
Barb Rains

Birthday
Birthday

January 22nd

Ryan Koosman

Birthday

