2018 in Preview
It looks like 2018 is shaping up to be a pretty exciting year. Of course, the best things in the church never
change. Jesus will still come each and every Sunday to forgive sinners. He will keep on feeding you His flesh
and blood. And your baptism won't wear off this year. But there will be more good things coming our way.
The Building
You've all been remarkably patient with the mess, but our construction project is almost complete. Soon, we'll
be able to fill all the additional classrooms, spread out in the new, expanded fellowship hall, cook in an
upgraded kitchen, and converse in the fireside room. We are currently still on schedule to finish by the end of
January and move in sometime in February. As you can imagine, moving all the stuff back into the church is
no small task, so if you can lend a hand, please sign up on the sheet in the Sanctuary.
Capital Campaign
As of today, we have received pledges just shy of $900,000 towards the capital campaign, and praise God that
we have already received over $700,000! That will put our mortgage for the new building just around 1.7
million. If you haven't made a pledge yet or you'd like to increase yours, it's not too late. our campaign runs
all the way through 2019, and there are still pledge forms in the back of the church. We want everyone to be
able to play along!
Sunday School
Instructing our children in the faith is one of the most important things we do as the church. But with all the
classrooms torn up, we've had to put Sunday School on pause for a few months. But after we get back into the
building, Sunday School will be starting again soon with plenty of space for everyone. So it will be time to
jump-start that habit of sticking around for the education hour after church again. Habits are powerful things.
Sometimes the bad ones seem hard to stop and the good ones seem hard to start. But Sunday School is a habit
worth having. Make 2018 the year that you start Sunday School as an every week habit.

Music
Luther famously said that “music is the handmaiden to theology.” Music, of course, is not the gospel itself,
but it is a language that speaks to our hearts and expresses the beauty of God's love for us. We at Glory of
Christ have been enormously blessed with so many members who lend their talents to the Divine Service for
the glory of God. Like many other areas in the church, the construction has put a damper on some of our
music programs for a little while. Adult choir, bells, and brass have all been operating pretty normally,
whereas our other ensembles have been put on the back burner. And as much as we'd love to be able to have
business as usual, this natural “pause” in our music programs has given us an opportunity to reflect on music
here at Glory of Christ.
Perhaps it goes without saying, but I'll say it anyway. Music in the church always serves a purpose. Concerts
and performances are fine things, but in the church, our music is always the vehicle for the Gospel. This is, for
example, why our choir sits in the back and our musicians are generally out of sight. Our music should always
point to Jesus and not us.
And like most worthwhile things, music takes work. You can't just sit down at a piano for the first time and
expect to play Rachmaninoff. You need to be taught. It's the same with church music. For this reason, we'll be
redoubling our efforts with children's music. We don't have a lot of specifics yet, but stay tuned for changes to
children's choir and chimes and Sunday School.
Mexico
As you're probably aware, we are in the middle of a multi-year commitment to our Synod's work with the
Lutheran Synod of Mexico. Lutheranism has never had a strong presence in Mexico, but our work began in
1940, and by 1968, the Lutheran Synod of Mexico became a partner church of the LCMS. Pastoral formation
fell on hard times in the 2000s, and in 2015, the Lutheran Synod of Mexico reached out to us, especially for
assistance in training new pastors. Since we began our support of the mission in Mexico, we have supported
four missionaries, the current two, Pastors Conrad and Schlund, are longer-term missionaries who are
providing training and ongoing support to the students who are currently studying to be pastors. The eventual
goal is to help the Lutheran Synod of Mexico re-establish a permanent program for pastoral training and in the
words of Pastor Conrad, “work ourselves out of a job.”
Both of our missionaries are based out of Mexico City, and as part of our work, we will be sponsoring a shortterm work trip there over Memorial Day weekend this year. Although not all the details have been worked
out yet, some of our activities will include doing some general repair and maintenance of one of the church
buildings, working with the local musicians, and simply providing Christian encouragement to our brothers
and sisters who are there.
And more...
Of course, the list for 2018 goes on: Liturgy Workshop, Noah's Ark VBS, Missionfest, Bible Class, and more.
It's a great time to be here at Glory of Christ—the Lord has blessed us with so much to do. And in the center
of it all is Christ. In Him all the things that we are and do hold together.

The Baptism of Our Lord
January 7, 2018 – Mark 1:4-11
“You must honor Baptism and esteem it glorious on account of the Word, since He Himself has honored it
both by words and deeds; moreover, confirmed it with miracles from heaven. For do you think it was a jest
that, when Christ was baptized, the heavens were opened, and the Holy Ghost descended visibly, and
everything was divine glory and majesty? Therefore, I exhort again that these two, the water and the Word,
by no means be separated from one another and parted. For if the Word is separated from it, the water is the
same as that with which the servant cooks, and may indeed be called a bath-keeper's baptism. But when it is
added, as God has ordained, it is a Sacrament, and is called Christ-baptism.”
-Luther’s Large Catechism, Holy Baptism
Second Sunday After Epiphany
January 14, 2018 – John 1:43-51
“We hold these truths to be self-evident...” Thus the second paragraph of the Declaration of Independence
begins. But when Philip, upon recognizing Jesus to be the Messiah, invites Nathaniel to “come and see,” he is
not inviting Nathaniel to witness a self evident truth. The true identity and work of Jesus is something that can
only be believed. Nor is it self-evident when God speaks directly to Samuel in the temple (our Old Testament
lesson today). Three times Samuel mistakes the voice of Eli for the voice of God.
And nor are the truths that we proclaim here in the church self-evident. It is not as if when we confess the
Christian faith that anyone is compelled to smack themselves on the forehead and cry out, “of course—it all
makes sense!” On the contrary, it takes divine intervention to believe. Samuel needed God to call on him, and
Nathaniel only believed after encountering the Son of God himself. And we too need God Himself to send the
Spirit so that we might believe these truths, which are anything but self-evident.
Third Sunday After Epiphany
January 21, 2017 – Mark 1:14-20
Those first disciples were called to be fishers of men in a very public sense. They were the first pastors of the
church. They were called to preach, that is, to cast the net of the gospel. After Jesus' ascension they and their
successors established churches throughout the world. Schools of fish were brought into the nets, and into the
ark of the Christian church. And while everyone is called to faith, and while each believer must be continually
caught in the net, not all are called to be pastors. You are, however, part of the crew the priesthood of all
believers. While it's not your task to preach the gospel publicly in worship, you can share privately the hope
that is within you, when given the opportunity.

Fourth Sunday After Epiphany
January 28, 2018 – Mark 1:21-28
“Authority”
Twice the crowds marvel at Jesus' authority: the first as he teaches them and the second as he drives out an
unclean spirit. But these are not two different authorities. Jesus came to unseat the powers of darkness that
rule our present age. When Jesus healed the paralytics and forgave the sinners and raised the dead and cast out
demons, these were all part of the whole cloth of his reign. Jesus' authority is not merely to declare us free
from the powers of sin and death, but to actually free us, driving back the evil that infects this fallen world.
Jesus does not come only with a promise of salvation. But He comes with authority to bring that promise to
fulfillment.

Altar Flower Chart: The cost of the Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday and you will be able to take your flowers
home with you after the service in a box located near the organ speaker to the right of the Altar. To have your
payment for flowers applied correctly, please use one of the Designated Offering envelopes found in your box
of envelopes or label the outside of one of your regular envelopes with the words ‘Altar flowers’. If you take the
black liners home, please be sure to bring them back to church by the following Wednesday. Janice Hartness is
our flower coordinator. If you have any special requests, please contact her at 763-355-5427 by the Wednesday
prior. The Flower chart for 2018 is in the back of the Sanctuary.
Sunday Schedule: Divine Service 9:00 AM; followed by Bible Class at 10:30.
Saturday Evening Divine Services 5:00 PM
Wednesday morning Bible Study and Prayer services have begun again at Corner Stone Commons at 9:30;
followed by Bible Study at 10:00.
Volunteers Needed for Setting Up the church Post-Construction: Construction on the church is
tentatively scheduled to be completed by end of January. There will be a lot of work to do to unload the
storage pods and to set up all the new rooms. Signup sheets for volunteers are on the back table of the
Sanctuary. Please consider helping with this fun and exciting new chapter for our church!
Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in
the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for prayers
for Rev. John Fehrmann and his work with Confessional Lutheran Educational Foundation (CLEF) in other
nations, To All Generations District campaign and Concordia University, St. Paul and for Condordia
Theological Seminary (Fort Wayne, IN) and Concordia Seminary (St. Louis).
Offering Envelopes – Your 2018 Offering Envelopes are in the back of the Sanctuary. If you do not see a box
assigned to you, please let Brenda know. Thank You!
2017 Tithing statements will be run and available by Mid-January along with the Time and Talent Sheets.
Thank You!

Mom’s Group will meet in January on Thursday the 11th at the home of Chelsie Ofsthun: 6398 Sugar Mill
Ln Mound - 6:30 to 9:00. For February, it will be at the home of Danielle Woodgate; 18230 - 34th Ave N
Plymouth: 6:00-8:00 PM.
Update on Construction/Restrooms: We now have 2 separate restrooms for men and women! The prior
women’s restroom is now the men’s restroom and new women’s restroom, located just outside the Sanctuary
on the Hand Bell Choir side, is operational! So….no more switching of signs! Demo on the prior women’s
restroom is supposed to begin the week of January 8th. But……there is another new restroom that will be
operational for the men and it is located at the end of hall down by where the prior men’s restroom was. This
is a single stool restroom, but will have to do until the construction on the new men’s restroom is completed.
Thank you everyone for your patience and understanding during this entire project! We are getting so close to
completion!
Dedication of the new Church Building: On Sunday, February 25th, we will have our dedication service
for the new church building. It will immediately follow the Divine Service. Afterwards, we will have a
celebratory luncheon in our new Fellowship Hall! More details to come but save this date to your calendars!
Remember in our Prayers: Sean Breininger, Arta Walter, Lee Hart, Velva Kosel, CLEF, Lutheran Synod of
Mexico, Mandy Ewig (Daughter of Mike and Lea Connealy), Allen Yount (Son of Darlene Yount), Alice
Yount (Daughter-in-Law of Darlene Yount), Aaron Klein (Nephew of Cheryl McCreary), Becky Fry (Naomi
Teske’s mother), Dave Teske, Mike Rogers (Cousin of Jen Schaumburg), Gladys Romansky, Robert Presler
(Friend of Jerry and Zelda Malo), Zachary Hoffman (Grandson of friends of Russ and Eunice McBroom),
Aaron Coda (Cousin of the Mike Krause) and Bertha Oelthke.

Compassion Circle: Some people have asked what we do. Our group is the main community outreach for
the church. Along with making quilts, we have contributed to Women's shelters, food banks, disaster relief,
LCMS schools and missions, and taking care of our own members with emergency assistance, shut-in visits
and funerals. As we start a New Year, please consider volunteering with your time and talent sheets for help
with funerals. We are in urgent need for help to prep, serve, and clean up. Even an hour of your time will
help. We also would welcome volunteers to donate food (a salad or bars) which can be delivered a day ahead
if it is more convenient. These are only a few of our compassionate efforts, but we hope it may inspire you to
join us or volunteer. Any comments or questions are gladly welcomed to Louise Werts or Zelda Malo. Hope
to hear from you or see you at our next meeting!
Quilters – Zion Lutheran Church in Hopkins is once again hosting their annual Quilting Day on Wednesday
February 7th from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Lunch is provided. If you are interested in quilting on that day, the
address for Zion Lutheran Church is:
241 4th Ave N
Hopkins, MN 55343
952-938-7661

Glory of Christ will have 5 of our youth attending the 2018 Higher Things Conference on July 24-27 at the
University of Kansas in Lawrence, Kansas.

January Youth Event! We are set to have a Saturday Evening Youth Group Event this January!

Summary: Saturday, January 27th the Youth and hopefully parents, attend the 5:00 pm Divine Service at
church. We will a quick meal before the service – Julie will keep you posted on this and then, leave around
6:15 pm for:
FMSC - Eagan, MN
990 Lone Oak Road, Suite 136
Eagan, MN 55121
**We may need parent drivers depending on the number of people attending. We will be at FMSC from 7:00
to 9:00 and be back to church by 9:30 pm. There are 12 spots reserved, and we must have the name, email and
phone number of every person attending in advance to complete our reservation. We will invite parents, or
other GOC church members to fill in the remaining spots - so reply to me quickly, to give enough time for
others to plan to join. I sure hope those that indicated Jan 20th was their preference for this event can still
come!! Let me know!
Julie Anderson – 612-791-0163 – julesanders@live.com

Dear Members of Glory of Christ,
It’s hard to believe that it has been two years that I have been Council President at Glory of Christ. A lot of
positive things have happened over those two years and none of it could have happened without your support.
Thank you!
As my term is now ended, I would like to extend my gratitude to the Church Council and Treasurer for all of
their support, hard work and service to our congregation. I wish you all the best in the coming year.
A special thanks to Brenda for making sure we had all the necessary materials for the Council meetings and
for taking such good minutes in addition to keeping track of all that is going on so that, if needed, it would be
on the Council agenda. I’m pretty sure that our meetings would have been in shambles without you.
I would like to also recognize Dennis Karius, the Building Committee and everyone who has been involved in
making our building project a reality. This has been a herculean effort but, yet, everything has gone so
smoothly. Your tireless efforts are truly appreciated.
While I would have preferred to have been able to preside over my final Voter’s Assembly as Council
President, I am grateful that Garry McCreary was able to step in for me. Thanks Garry!
Finally, I would like to thank everyone for their caring support, especially our wonderful Pastors, since I was
diagnosed with Leukemia. I cannot express to you how much your words of encouragement, cards, texts, emails and especially your prayers have meant to me, but they have truly had, and will continue to have, a
positive impact on my recovery.
Here’s looking forward to all that God has in store for 2018! I look forward to seeing you all soon.

In Christ,

David Teske

Serving Sunday: (January 7, 2018)
Acolyte:
Jack Teske
Processional:
Bill Anderson III
Elders:
Roger Hargreaves & Todd Schoolman
Ushers:
Patton Hoffarth & Jesse Huber
Tech Duty:
Travis Dorweiler
Altar Guild:
Brenda Richards
Offering Counters:
Craig & Charlotte Smith
Bread Baker:
Susan Johnson
Bread Deliverer:
Chelsie Ofsthun

Serving Sunday: (January 14, 2018)
Acolyte:
Bryce Wikman
Elders:
Roger Hargreaves & Todd Schoolman
Ushers:
Travis Dorweiler & Paul Koosman
Tech Duty:
Josh Christian
Altar Guild:
Brenda Richards & Barb Rains
Offering Counters:
Bob & Arlene Strom
Bread Baker:
Charlotte Smith
Bread Deliverer:
Sharla Woolfolk

Serving Sunday: (January 21, 2018)
Acolyte:
???
Elders:
Roger Hargreaves & Todd Schoolman
Ushers:
Leonard Albers & Mark Swenson
Tech Duty:
Travis Dorweiler
Altar Guild:
Pauline Hemingway & Marilyn Scharlau
Offering Counters:
Kent Rudeen & Janelle Franzmeier
Bread Baker:
Janelle Franzmeier
Bread Deliverer:
Beth Schoolman

Serving Sunday: (January 28, 2018)
Acolyte:
Nina Nygren
Elders:
Roger Hargreaves & Todd Schoolman
Ushers:
Todd Zitzlsperger & David Werts
Tech Duty:
Josh Christian
Altar Guild:
David & Gayle Barnaby
Offering Counters:
Jeremy & Jill Eickhoff
Bread Baker:
Gayle Barnaby
Bread Deliverer:
Lori Beck

January 3rd

Elizabeth Thurk

Birthday

January 6th

Robbie Zitzlsperger
Marv Bimberg

Birthday
Birthday

January 7th

Philippe & Sarah DeBlois

Anniversary

January 8th

Tom Richards
Rhonda Berry
Ezra DeBlois

Birthday
Birthday
Birthday

January 9th

Sharla Woolfolk
Chris Corey

Birthday
Birthday

January 11th

Ella Merkle

Birthday

January 13th

Kate Marshall

Birthday

January 14th

Max Gruenhagen

Birthday

Janaury 15th

Curt & Sharla Woolfolk

Anniversary

Janaury 17th

Michelle Nelson

Birthday

January 20th

Heather Knea

Birthday

January 22nd

Ryan Koosman

Birthday

