
 

 
Not Just Back but Better: The One Percent Solution 

 

“When everything gets back to normal…” 

How many times have you said that this past year? 

 

We’ve all been itching for things to get back to normal: to have big, family gatherings, to see our favorite 

teams play, to throw a New Year’s Eve party, to step on a plane without hesitation, to sit down in a crowded 

restaurant. Trust me, I’m with you. I want it all to be back to normal. 

 

As your pastors, we’re itching to have it all back to normal at church too: Bible Studies, choir, Perspectives, 

VBS, quilting, Lenten suppers, and to see everyone back at church again, together.  

 

Of course, things aren’t back to normal, yet. But that doesn’t mean we can’t start something now.  

 

Sure, our hands are tied on some things, but our Christian growth doesn’t have to be on pause.  

After all, Lent begins this month, and this is a season of discipline: fasting, prayer, repentance, devotion. So 

this is a great time to start something new..  

Here’s the discipline we’re suggesting: it’s called the 1% solution. 

It’s simple: we start by setting aside 1% of our time for worship and prayer each day and each week.  

 

There are 1440 minutes in a day, so 1% would be 14 minutes. 

That’s right, we’ll start with just 14 little minutes. 

Each day, we aim to set aside 14 minutes for prayer and devotions 

If you don’t know where to start, there are always copies of Portals of Prayer or other devotionals on the table 

in the narthex. Even better is Treasury of Daily Prayer, which includes a Psalm, two Bible passages, a related 

reading, and a prayer for each day. If you don’t already have a copy, we’ll give you one. (No, really, we will!) 

Or you can begin with one of the books of the Bible. One of the four Gospels is a good place to start. 

 

There are 168 hours in the week, so spending 1% in worship would be a little more than 1 hour. 

That’s easy: the Divine Service takes a little bit more than one hour.  

One hour, each week.  



For some of you, that may still be online. For many of you, that’s in-person. If it has to be online for now, 

remember that Pastor Krueger and I are always eager to arrange individual communion for you and your 

family. Jesus wants you to be well-fed. 

 

Now I realize that many of you already spend 15 minutes in the Word and prayer each day. Great! What’s the 

next step? Maybe it’s bumping it up to a half hour. Maybe it’s adding Sunday Bible Class. Maybe it’s taking 

advantage of The Treasury of Daily Prayer.  

Remember, one percent isn’t the goal, it’s the start. 

 

We don’t have to wait until everything gets back to normal. There are things we can start now, and Lent is a 

great time to do it. Start with the one percent: 14 minutes a day and 1 hour a week in worship and prayer. If 

you’re already there, think about what’s next. In the Spirit, we never stop growing. He is the vine, and we are 

the branches. If we abide in Jesus, we will bear much fruit. (John 15) 

 

That’s His promise. 

 

Pastor Johnson 

 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 7, 2021 

Mark 1:29-39 

“Our King comes to make us whole” 

 

Jesus began His ministry only a few verses earlier declaring that the Kingdom of God was at hand, and He is 

the king. So what does Jesus’ kingship look like? It’s not royal balls and parades. Our king preaches good 

news and heals the sick.  

 

He healed Simon Peter’s mother-in-law, drove out demons, and cured all kinds of diseases, because demons 

and fevers and broken limbs have no place in God’s Kingdom. But our king has even bigger plans, which he 

teaches the people all throughout Galilee, and even us.  

 

Transfiguration of our Lord 

February 14, 2021 

Mark 9:2-9 

“Listen to God’s beloved Son” 

 

With much of His earthly ministry behind him, Jesus leads Peter, James, and John up a mountain to give them 

a rare glimpse of His glory. It was like Jesus took off a shabby, old coat for a moment and revealed his 

dazzling glory. In this blinding light appeared Moses and Elijah, the representatives of the Old Testament 

people of God and the forerunners of Christ. Overcome with awe and as impulsive as ever, Peter proposed 

building a little tent city for them so that they could just stay there. But all of Peter’s starry-eyed plans were 

interrupted by the Father’s voice: “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” Then, just as suddenly as it all 

happened, it all went away. And there was Jesus standing before them, plain as ever. 

 



If they listened to Jesus as the Father said, they would know that Jesus didn’t come to dazzle the world. He 

came to die for it. His ultimate destination was not a mountain of glory that they had just witnessed, but a 

mountain of pain and sacrifice—Calvary.  

 

First Sunday in Lent 

February 21, 2021 

Mark 1:9-15 

“Jesus does everyting…in our place” 

 

After our trip to the mount of Transfiguration last week, we’re back to the beginning of Jesus’ ministry: His 

baptism and temptation. In the book of Mark, these events are remarkably short (just five verses total!). But 

their brevity emphasizes one key point: Jesus does all things in the place of His people. Just as Israel were 

“baptized” in the Jordan when they crossed into the promised land, Jesus too went down into those waters in 

their place. As the people of Israel spent 40 years being tempted in the wilderness, Jesus spent 40 days being 

tempted in the wilderness. Get it? Jesus is the one who does everything in our place. 

 

This passage wraps up with the summary of Jesus’ preaching, “… the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 

believe the Gospel.” God’s kingdom has come because our King has come to take the place of his people. 

During this Lenten season, there is only one response: repent and believe. 

 

Second Sunday in Lent 

February 28, 2021 

Mark 8:27-35 

“Who is Jesus? Look to the cross” 

 

After our brief flashback to the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, we’ve returned near the end, only a short time 

before Holy Week. In this passage, we eavesdrop on a conversation with the disciples when Jesus asks them, 

“who do the people say that I am?” John the Baptist, Elijah, one of the prophets: the people are all quite 

mistaken. Then Jesus turns the question to the disciples, “who do you say that I am.” And Peter hits the nail 

on the head, “You are the Christ.” 

 

But Peter doesn’t understand what this means. 

 

When Jesus begins to talk about His suffering, death, and resurrection, Peter takes Jesus aside and tries to tell 

Him that He can’t do that. But Jesus rebukes Peter for his demonic thinking. Who Jesus is and what He will 

do are all revealed on the cross. Christ without the cross is no Christ at all. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Altar Flower Chart: The cost of the Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday and you will be able to take your flowers 

home with you after the service in a box located in the kitchen on the shelf above the triple sink. There is a 

packet of cut floral food clipped to the box for you to mix with water that will keep your flowers fresh, 

longer. Feel free to take your flowers home with you on Sunday if you are at church. To have your payment 

for flowers applied correctly, please use one of the Designated Offering envelopes found in your box of 

envelopes or label the outside of one of your regular envelopes with the words ‘Altar flowers’. If you take the 

black liners home, please be sure to bring them back to church by the following Wednesday. Janice Hartness is 

our flower coordinator.  If you have any special requests, please contact her at 763-355-5427 by the Wednesday 

prior. The following people have signed up for Altar Flowers through February:  

 

February 7th  OPEN 

February 14th Dan & Barbie Gruenhagen 

February 21st  David & Louise Werts 

February 28th  OPEN  

 

Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in 

the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for Eternal 

Hope Lutheran, Brooklyn Park, and Pastor Bill Hillyer, Glory of Christ Lutheran Church, Plymouth, and 

Pastor Jeremiah Johnson and Pastor Kyle Krueger, Grace International Lutheran, worshiping at Peace 

Lutheran, Robbinsdale and Pastor Isaac Williams and for Peace Lutheran, Robbinsdale and Pastor Steven 

Mayo Jones.    

 

Wednesday schedule:  We will be offering two services starting January 20th at 11:30 am (Prayer Office, no 

communion) and 5:00 pm (Divine Service, with communion). The 5:00 pm service will follow the previous 

Sunday’s readings, hymns, and sermon. This schedule will continue until Ash Wednesday February 17th.  

 

NOW HIRING: St. John’s Lutheran School, Corcoran/Maple Grove is hiring in the  

after-school ESP program (Extended School Program).  ESP is looking for people who love to work with 

children!  You would have the opportunity to play, make crafts, help with homework, and build relationships 

with St. John’s students. Apply today for this great opportunity!  Contact Tori Kuehne at 

tori.kuehne@stjlutheranschool.org for more information and to apply for a position. 

 

Big Pictures in the Scriptures 

It’s important to look at the trees, but sometimes you have to step back and look at the whole forest. The same 

is true when we’re reading the Bible. In sermons, we usually zero in on just one little reading (or even just one 

verse!). In Bible Study, we’ll often devote ourselves to just one book. And it’s great to study the Biblical 

“trees” like this, but it’s also important to take a step back once in a while and look at the bigger forest, and 

that’s what we’re going to do in our new Sunday morning Bible class We’re going to study the big, Biblical 

themes that are painted across the entire canvas of the Scriptures: kingdom, covenant, messiah, temple, 

salvation. And it will come as no surprise to you that these themes all direct us in one way or another to the 

very center of the Scriptures—Jesus himself. 
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Remember in our Prayers: Sean Breininger, Lee & Doris Hart, CLEF, Lutheran Synod of Mexico, Todd 

Janka, Tim Lavanger, Sophia Homrighausen (Mike and Sarah Miller’s granddaughter), Roy Wise (Brother-in-

Law of Pauline Hemingway), Norm Theiste, Sarah Wippich (Principal of Trinity First Lutheran School),  

Gayle McGriff and Joel Forthun (Brenda Richards’ brother). 

 

 
Jr & Sr High Combined Youth Group Event: We have a Youth Event which is mission/service oriented 

and we are combining both the Jr & Sr High Youth for this occasion. Sunday, February 28th Noon - 2:00pm 

Lunch, Devotions and project work at church. We will tie fleece blankets (just one layer) for Project Linus, an 

organization that distributes to children in charities and hospitals. Please RSVP by Thursday, Feb 24th for 

planning purposes to julesanders@live.com. 

 

 

 
Ash Wednesday and Lenten Services Schedule:  

Ash Wednesday – February 17th    

Morning Imposition of ashes: 11:15 am; Service 11:30 am  

Evening Imposition of ashes: 6:45 pm; Service 7:00 pm 

Lenten Services: February 24th – March 24th (Prayer Offices - No Communion) 

Morning Services: 11:30 am 

Evening Services: 7:00 pm 

 

 

 
Passion Sunday, Holy Week, Easter Vigil and Easter Services:  

Passion Sunday services on March 28th will remain as usual: 8:00 am, 9:30 am (High Risk in the 

multipurpose room), and 10:45 am.  

Maundy Thursday service on April 1st at 7:00 pm. 

Good Friday services on April 2nd at 11:30 am and 7:00 pm.  

Easter Vigil with Evening Prayer service on Saturday April 3rd at 7:45 pm. 

Four Easter services on Sunday, April 4th at 8:00 am, 9:30 am (in the Sanctuary); 9:30 am (High Risk 

in multipurpose room) and 11:00 am. Please plan to join us! 
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2021 Lenten Worship and Sermon Series:  
“The Seven Words of Life, from the Cross of Death.” 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

“Forgive + Paradise + Forsaken + Behold + Thirst + Commit + Finished.” 
 

 

 

Lent is the time when the Church reflects on Christ’s Passion and Death in an intensely focused way. 

After Jesus was nailed to the cross, He spoke 7 short expressions. These statements are now 

commonly referred to as “The Seven Last Words of Christ.” These words are recounted in Holy 

Scripture and are found throughout the four Gospels. The preaching series for Lent this year will be 

based on CPH’s, “Words of Life from the Cross” Lenten Series (2010). We will meditate on the seven 

words of Christ from the cross.  

 

Can you recall all seven of Our Lord’s last words on the Cross? As you contemplate His Passion and 

Death this Lenten season, remember that these words, although spoken nearly 2000 years ago, at 

Calvary, were meant for every generation. Nothing our Lord said or did is without meaning.  

 

Prepare your hearts this Lenten season by reflecting on the Seven Last Words of Christ every 

Wednesday at our midweek services, 11:30 am and 7:00 pm.  

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Easter Flowers 
  

Help decorate the church for Easter.  There are several flowers to choose from.  You may take 
them home after the Easter Service. 
  
Easter Lilies (5 or more flowers) $8.00 
Tulips:     $7.50   (red, purple, yellow) 
Mums:    $8.00   (purple, yellow, white) 
Hydrangea (Pink)                $15.25 
Pansy Bowl (10”)                $10.00  (assorted colors) 
Pansy Bowl (12”)                                 $15.00  (assorted colors)  

 
 

LAST DAY TO ORDER  
Sunday, March 21st     

  
Family Name:_____________________________________________ 
  
I would like to order: 
  
Type  Number      Color Price_     
Easter Lily          
Tulips         
Mums       
Hydrangea      
10” Pansy Bowl     
12” Pansy Bowl      
 
  TOTAL PRICE  $   
 
Please place your order on Brenda’s desk with payment. Thank You! 

 

  ***Additional order forms on the table in the Narthex.*** 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

Dear Glory of Christ Member, 

 

The Council and Elders met together, January 12th, in the Fellowship Hall to give us adequate 

individual spacing to follow the mandated Covid 19 rules. 

 

The new Council members are Dennis Karius, Al Lindh, Gary Newhouse, Cindy Flakne and 

Barry Fuchs, who is replacing Christine Zitzlsperger for a one year term. The new Elders are 

Eric Paradis and Dan Gruenhagen. 

 

The meeting was held with the goal to give the new Council and Elders information on the 

Church’s spiritual and business needs. Guest, Christian Preus, gave an overview of how the 

Council and Elders fit into the constitution/bylaws framework of the church.  

 

The Council and Elders then parted to work on their own group’s goals and meeting dates. 

 

The Elders will meet on the first Tuesday of the month and Council will meet on the second 

Tuesday of the month. 

 

Jesse Huber gave the Treasurer’s report. He suggested we should promote online giving again 

to help even out our cash flow. Brenda, in the office, can help you sign up for it so reach out 

to her for this.  

 

A motion was made and approved to change the second signature on our checking account to 

Council President, Robert Strom, to ensure we have a backup signature if Jesse is not 

available 

 

Council positons are: 

 

Secretary – Naomi Teske 

Sunday School Contact – Barry Fuchs 

Mission Fest Contact – Rebecca Neumann 

Travis Dorweiler will report on Building and Grounds as a guest at each Council meeting 

Brenda Richards will be the reporting Scribe at each Council meeting 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Bob Strom 

Council Chairman/Church President 
 



 
 

February 3rd                LuAnn Jespersen     Birthday 

      Elias Fuchs      Birthday 

                

February 6th                        Mike Krause     Birthday 

       

February 9th        Susan Johnson     Birthday 

               

February 10th    Alex Schaumburg     Birthday 

       

February 14th    Lily Johnson      Birthday 

                

February 15th      Curt Woolfolk     Birthday 

                

February 18th    Bill Anderson II     Birthday 

      Steve & Barb Rains    Anniversary 

                

February 20th    Arielle Woodgate     Birthday 

                

February 21st    Lea Connealy     Birthday 

      Susanna Brauer     Birthday 

       

February 23rd    Chelsie Ofsthun     Birthday 

      Leonard Roemen     Birthday 

       

February 26th      Janie Tesch-Cassady    Birthday 

      Hannah Lange     Birthday 

       

February 27th        Darlene Yount     Birthday 

      Lindsey Strei     Birthday  

 

February 28th    Elizabeth Madson     Birthday 

 

February 29th    Betty Reinke     Birthday 

 

 



 

 


