
 

 
What About the Person Who Has NEVER Heard the Gospel? 

 

 Since I’ve been a Pastor, I probably have heard the question, “What About the Person Who Has Never 

Heard the Gospel”? upwards of thirty times!  The question’s focus is usually, “What is the eternal destination 

of those who have never heard the gospel of Jesus Christ?” I’ve learned to answer this question with a 

question- Why do you want to know? What's your motivation for asking?  Sincere love and concern for the 

lost? Or Why is God so unfair? 

 The motive behind the question determines how to respond. Some people ask this question out of 

sincere love and concern for those who have never heard the gospel. They know that Jesus Christ is the only 

savior of mankind and that it is only through faith in Him and all that He has done that man is saved. And it 

pains them to think that some will perish eternally because they haven't gotten the Word.  

 It used to be that this question was framed by some far away, remote place like Africa. 'What happens 

to the poor, innocent native in Africa who has never heard the gospel'? But today, you don't need to go that 

far. There are many, many people right here in the U.S., right here in Minnesota who have never been to 

church, never heard the gospel of Jesus Christ. I've heard people ask this question out of sincere love and 

concern for those who have never heard the gospel.  

 But sometimes the question is asked with the intent of trying to bring up an accusation of God being 

unfair. The question can be motivated by a deep-seated suspicion of the God of the Holy Scriptures. It's a 

suspicion that God is not fair in the way that He judges men and women.  The case against God goes 

something like this. If a person is only saved through faith in Jesus Christ, we can understand that God would 

condemn a person for rejecting the gospel. But to reject it, you must have at least heard it, understood it and 

made a conscience decision against it. No one blames God for judgement against a person who rejects the 

Gospel.  

 But what about the person who has never heard the gospel? In the judgment of man, it would be unfair 

for God to judge against that person also. If God is fair and just, He must declare that person who has never 

heard the gospel to be innocent. And how could a just and fair God condemn an innocent man?  Our 

judgement says if God is fair, there must be TWO WAYS for man to be saved. One, man is saved by hearing 

the gospel and believing it. And two, man is saved by never hearing the gospel at all.  

 So according to our judgment, Jesus was being terribly cruel when He said, “Go therefore to ALL 

NATIONS, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 

all that I have commanded you.”  We think that what Jesus should have said was, “Go therefore to CERTAIN 

NATIONS with the gospel, but stay away from nations like Africa, Thailand, Cambodia and Minnesota.  



I don't want them to even have the chance of rejecting Me and so I don't want them to even hear of Me or 

what I have done. Blessed are the ignorant for they shall be declared innocent. Only go to the CERTAIN 

NATIONS where I want to separate unbelievers and believers like a farmer separates weeds from the wheat. 

Woe to those who hear the gospel, for only they have the chance of being condemned.” In the judgment of 

man against God, we have made the hearing of the gospel a bad thing and accused God of being unfair for 

allowing the name and work of Jesus Christ to be of heard at all. 

 Sometimes we are more worried about judging God then letting HIM be the judge of the living and the 

dead!  Often, we are more concerned about God “doing the right thing” (in our estimation) then reflecting on 

the means of salvation that God has so graciously and freely and powerfully given. Think about it this way, 

what if you were a doctor?  Let's even say you specialize in treating diabetes.  One morning you hear on the 

news that there is a part of the world that modern science hasn't reached yet.  It’s thought that many people 

there are suffering and dying from diabetes and their asking for volunteers who will go in and help.  The 

people there don't even know that they have diabetes (because they’ve never even heard of it) and therefore 

don't know the danger. And second, they don't know that there is a treatment for diabetes that will keep it 

under control so that they can live a normal and full life.   

 So, do you condemn science and the medical community for not sending doctors and medicine into the 

area long ago?  Of course not!  I would think that such a person would be the first in line to head to that part 

of the world and reveal the danger of the disease and share the medicine joyfully and abundantly. Such a 

person would not see this work as a “have to”, but a “get to”, an opportunity to bring the light of medicine to a 

dark place.   

 Sin is a disease that infects the whole human race, no matter what nation we happen to live in. As 

strange as this may sound, we are all born dead, dead in sin. But there is a remedy for our sin. God has 

provided the medicine of immortality that takes away the sin of the world. And to be sure, “the world” 

includes every nation under heaven. And that medicine is Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God. The 

blood of Jesus Christ is the remedy for the universal disease of sin.  

 And just so we would believe that Jesus Christ is the remedy for the deadly disease of sin, God 

demonstrated the effectiveness of the cure by piling all of the sin of the world onto Jesus Christ and then 

raised Him from the dead on the 3rd day. Jesus testifies, 'I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 

in me, though he dies, yet shall he live and those who live and believe in me shall never die.' 

 So, how does a person come to know that he is dead in sin? And how does a person come to know that 

the remedy for his sin lies in the blood of Jesus Christ? In short, how does a person go from being dead to sin 

to alive in Christ? St. Paul addresses this very question in his letter to the Romans. Paul writes, 'But how are 

they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have 

never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they 

are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news! So faith comes by 

hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ." (Romans 10:14-15,17) 

 In those few verses, Paul has summarized what the whole Bible says about how conversion happens. It 

happens by hearing the good news, the gospel. Paul says that it happens through the hearing of the Word of 

God. This hearing can happen in several different ways. You can depend upon it happening right here, at a set 

time and place every week during worship. Sometimes, it happens more spontaneously like when one person 

talks to another person about what the Bible has to say about God's remedy for the deadly disease of sin. 

Sometimes, it happens when someone reads the Bible and discovers not only that he has got a deadly disease, 

but also that God has provided the cure for his disease in Jesus Christ.  

 Back to our diabetes analogy, to tell a person all about the remedy for diabetes when that person 

doesn't believe that he has diabetes or doesn't think it will kill him is not very productive. He'll just say, “so 

what”? The Law of God opens our eyes to our desperate condition and moves us to cry out, “what then shall 

we do”? 

 Now, we are ready to hear the 'gospel,' the wonderful good news that tells us of God's love in sending 

the divine medicine for our sin in the body and blood of Jesus Christ. The gospel is the proclamation that God 

has provided the antidote for the serpent's poisonous bite. The anti-venom is the body and blood of Jesus 

Christ. And the Holy Spirit administers the cure through the ears, through the eyes, through the washing of 

water in Baptism, through the eating and drinking of the Lord's Supper. 



 And the Scriptures tell of NO OTHER WAY for a person to be converted than this. We desperately 

wish that there were other ways to administer this cure. Why didn't God just put the cure into the drinking 

water like fluoride? Or why doesn't He package it in a pill to swallow or leak it into the air that we breathe?  

 We hope that people might be converted by seeing what good works we do or what holy lives we live. 

We wish it were as simple as using Jesus' name in our conversation or ending every other sentence with 

“praise the Lord.” Anything would be easier than the laborious and dangerous work of preaching and teaching 

the Word of God. People have been persecuted for preaching the Word. Reaching the world with the good 

news is expensive and time consuming and labor intensive.  

 God's ways are not our ways. But one day, we will see the wisdom of God clearly and when we do, 

I'm afraid that we will be ashamed of ourselves for being so stingy with the precious gift that we have been 

entrusted to share. I am afraid that one day, we will look back on our life and utterly regret all those who died 

in sin because we did not let them know that there is a free cure that saves sinners. And in that moment, we 

will never be more thankful and relieved that Jesus Christ has taken away ALL OF OUR SINS. 

 In the meantime, we continue to diligently support the work of those who preach and teach the Word 

in faraway places where we cannot go in languages we don't know. We faithfully support the work of our own 

congregation where we can come and bring people to hear the preaching and teaching of the Word. And we 

pray that God would create in us a greater love and concern for those who have not heard the gospel.  

 

In Jesus Saving Name, 

 

Pastor Kyle Krueger 

 

 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

February 2, 2020 

Matthew 5:1-12 

The Blessedness of Following Jesus 
 

Sometimes we may wonder whether or not we are really blessed by God.  But "blessed" doesn't always mean 

what we think it means, or what we want it to mean. We think that 'blessed' means 'happy.' We want it to 

mean, 'successful' or 'comfortable,' or 'pleasant.' But the 'blessed' that comes out of Jesus' mouth doesn't fit any 

of these definitions. The Beatitudes in a nutshell is this, the disciples are blessed simply because Jesus Christ 

has called them to follow Him. And the present reality of His blessing upon them is that their life looks like 

His.  

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

February 9, 2020 

Matthew 5:13-20 

Salt and Light 
 

It is possible for salt to lose its saltiness.  Salt can become tasteless and useless. In other words, its ceases to 

be salt.  How does a disciple lose his saltiness? It happens when Jesus and His blessings begin to be set aside 

and rejected. If we conform to the world and become just like it, we become useless and we are “no longer 

good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.” The church and the Christian by 

nature are always to be swimming against the current of cultural.   



Therefore, the Christian and the Christian Church are to settle themselves on knowing nothing except Jesus 

Christ and Him crucified. He is the center of our attention. He is the source of our life. Our lives conform to 

His.  

 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

February 23, 2020 

Matthew 17:1-9 
 

Glimpse of Eternity! 

The Church has placed the Transfiguration of our Lord as the last word that we hear before entering the 

season of Lent for good reason. Over the course of the upcoming 40 days, we will follow our Lord to 

Jerusalem, “where He must suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed and 

be raised.”  

For that brief time on the mountain, the three disciples experienced what it is like to live by sight and not by 

faith. They “saw the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” They saw Jesus just like Moses and Elijah and 

the angels and archangels and all the company of heaven see Jesus all the time; just like we will see Him too.  

 
Altar Flower Chart: The cost of the Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday and you will be able to take your flowers 

home with you after the service in a box located in the kitchen on the shelf above the triple sink.  To have your 

payment for flowers applied correctly, please use one of the Designated Offering envelopes found in your box 

of envelopes or label the outside of one of your regular envelopes with the words ‘Altar flowers’. If you take the 

black liners home, please be sure to bring them back to church by the following Wednesday. Janice Hartness is 

our flower coordinator.  If you have any special requests, please contact her at 763-355-5427 by the Wednesday 

prior.  

 

We have changed Florists for our Altar Flowers. We are now using Flowers by Myra, located here in 

Plymouth – 612-728-0399. Her card is on the Altar Flower Chart. The following people have signed up 

through March: 

 

February 16th  David & Louise Werts 

February 23rd  Betty Reinke 

March 1st          Craig & Charlotte Smith 

March 8th  Anonymous Family 

March 15th  Andrea Neumann 

March 22nd  Josh & Alisha Christian 

March 29th  OPEN 

 

Saturday Evening Divine Service: 5:00 pm.  

 

Sunday Schedule: Divine Service 9:00 AM; followed by Bible Class and Sunday School at 10:40. 

Wednesday morning Prayer Service and Bible Study – As of February 26th, Morning Prayer services will not 

take place until after Easter. Wednesday morning Bible Study will still begin at 10:00 am.  

 



Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in 

the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for Lutheran 

Church of the Triune God, Brooklyn Center, and Pastor Bill Sabol, Beautiful Savior Lutheran, Plymouth, and 

Pastor To, Stoebig and Pastor Joe Behnke, Eternal Hope Lutheran, Brooklyn Park, and Pastor Bill Hillyer and 

for Glory of Christ Lutheran Church, Plymouth and for Pastor Jeremiah Johnson and Pastor Kyle Krueger. 

Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne Seminary Kantorei will be visiting Glory of Christ and will 

be part of our Mid-Week Lenten service on Wednesday March 4th! We need host family volunteers to host 17 

men for that Wednesday night and then serve breakfast on Thursday morning of March 5th. If you can assist 

with this, please let Pastor Johnson know.  

 

Young Adults: The following event is on the Calendar for Young Adults in the coming months. Please make 

these on your calendar now and look for emails with reminders and RSVP information as they get closer:  

February 17th - Bible Study - 7:00 PM 

 

New Sunday Morning Bible Study! Sunday School--All Grown Up: Do you remember Sunday mornings 

with flannelgraphs, cross stickers, cassette players, and orange drink? For most of us, Sunday School was a 

long time ago, when we heard the stories of Noah's ark, the covenant with Abraham, Solomon's wisdom, and 

Daniel and the lion's den. Chances are however, we haven't heard them since. But beginning this Sunday, we 

have the opportunity to go back, only this time, as grownups (and without the orange drink). During Bible 

Study hour, we're going revisit all the old Sunday School stories, but this time around, we'll be able to dive 

deeper and make the connections that the six-year-old version of ourselves never would have understood. So, 

join us as we hear all the old stories and we see how they fit together to tell the bigger picture of God's 

salvation. Even if you can't make them all, don't worry. Each Sunday is a stand-alone lesson.  

 

Remember in our Prayers: Sean Breininger, Lee & Doris Hart, Velva Kosel, Jack Jakupciak, CLEF, 

Lutheran Synod of Mexico, Jared Clark (Brother of Jana Hargreaves), Christy Peterson (Friend of Jon Burns), 

Delia Samuel (Friend of Carla Claussen), Erno Szedlak (Olivia Young’s Grandfather), Tina Houck (Chris & 

Mari Houck’s cousin), Rev. Marvin Ahlborn and his family (Kim Neuman’s uncle), Mark Skau (Kevin 

Skau’s Father), Enya Abel, Justine Swanson (Mary Swanson’s mother), The Family of Jonah Borth (Friend of 

Kim Neumann), Dorita Uhler (Sister of Janet Preus) and Eunice McBroom.  

 

 
VBS Save the Date! VBS will be the week of June 8th and will be 4 days again this year; June 8-11 from 9-12 

am. More info to follow but please place this fun event on your calendar! 

 

 
Save the Date!  Missions Fest 2020 will be on April 25th. The theme this year is the Wild Wild West! Sign-

up for volunteers is on the table in the Narthex and on the Church Website. Mark this important date down in 

your calendar! 



  
The Compassion Circle wishes to thank all who responded to the needs of the Homeless with the Winter 

Clothing Drive.  We collected 16 bags of clothing and blankets! The generous donations were picked up and 

will be put to immediate use.  

 

Next Quilting date in February - Feb 18th. We start at 9:00 and bring a bag lunch. We can use more help 

sewing tops!! We have squares cut out for you.  You will be blessed for you work! Any questions? Please call 

612-801-8677. 

 

2020 Congress on the Lutheran Confessions 
 

April 22 - 24, 2020  
Crowne Plaza Aire  

Bloomington, Minnesota 
 

THEME: The Second Luther / Matthias Flacius and the 
Continuance of the Lutheran Reformation 

  
Watch for further information coming soon.  

 

 



 

 
 

  



ASH WEDNESDAY is on February 26th.  We will celebrate the Divine Service at 11:30am and 7:00pm with the 

imposition of ashes being offered 15 minutes prior to each service.  Worshipers will have the opportunity to receive 

ashes on their foreheads or the back of their hands as a sign of penitence and baptismal 

remembrance. Ashes remind us that the wages of sin is death, and prompt us to repentance. 

The words spoken as ashes are imposing, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you 

shall return,” were first spoken to Adam after his fall into sin. We are forcefully reminded 

of the words of the committal in the Christian Burial service,  

“... earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” Ashes also suggest cleansing and renewal. 

They were once used as a cleaning agent. Thus, ashes imposed in the shape of a cross 

symbolize both judgment and baptismal cleansing. 

If you wish to receive ashes, please come up to one of the Pastors at the foot of the chancel.  

Ashes will be placed on your forehead or the back of your hand in the sign of the cross while these words are spoken: 

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  You are encouraged to then respond boldly, “Amen” in 

the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly 

bodies so that they will be like His glorious body, by the power that enables Him to subdue all things to Himself. 

 

Ash Wednesday and Lenten Services Schedule:  

Ash Wednesday – February 26th    

Morning Imposition of ashes: 11:15 am; Service 11:30 am  

Evening Imposition of ashes: 6:45 pm; Service 7:00 pm 

Lenten Services: March 4th – April 1st     

Morning Services – 11:30 am 

Evening Service: 7:00 pm 
 

Lenten Meals:  

Soup lunches - Served after every morning service beginning February 26th  

**Compassion Circle is providing bars for all Lenten lunches. Thank You Ladies!! 

Lenten Dinners -  Served every Wednesday evening prior to the Mid-Week Lenten Services, beginning at 6:00 pm. The 

following groups will be providing the meals:   
 

Groups Serving Dinners during the Lenten Season: 

February  26th – Elders - Tacos 

March 4th – Council – Pulled pork sandwiches, Salads 

March 11th – Sunday School Teachers & Families – Bake Potatoes/Fixins 

March 18th – Altar Guild – Hot dishes, Salads 

March 25th – Choir/Bells – Lasagna, Salads and Breads 

April 1st – Young Adults – Homemade Soups 

 
Holy Week, Easter Vigil and Easter Services:  

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services will be on April 9th and 10th at 7:00 pm. We are having an Easter Vigil with 

Evening Prayer service on Saturday April 11th at 7:00 pm and two Easter services at 8:00 am and 10:30 am on Sunday, 

April 12th. Elders will once again serve a wonderful Easter breakfast between the services that morning. Please plan to 

join us! 



 
 

 



 



 



 
 

 

Brothers and Sisters of Glory of Christ, 

 

The Council met on January 7th to review the church constitution and discuss the 

upcoming year.   

 

At Glory of Christ, we are blessed to have a large and active congregation. Many of you 

contribute time and energy to fill our building with music, educate our Sunday School 

children, maintain our facility, greet guests as they arrive, help with Missionsfest, 

decorate the sanctuary, and countless other tasks. Thank you to all of you! 

 

If you are looking to become more active in the congregation but haven’t found your 

niche yet, please take time to review the Time and Talent sheets if you have not done so 

yet. You might find just the thing you’re looking for! 

 

The next council meeting will be on Feb. 11th. 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Josh Christian 

Council President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Serving Sunday (February 9, 2020):  

Coffee Servers: Rhea Schulz & Linda Corey 

Acolyte:     Jonathan Thurk 

Elders:      Paul Koosman & Phillippe DeBlois 

Ushers:     Leonard Albers & Tim Beach  

Tech Duty:     Dan Gruenhagen 

Altar Guild:      Pauline Hemingway & Marilyn Scharlau 

Offering Counters:        Heath & Danielle Brolsma 

Bread Baker:     Mary Swanson 

Bread Deliverer:    Carl Hartness 
                                   

Serving Sunday (February 16, 2020):  

Coffee Servers: Mark & Karen Swenson 

Acolyte:     Jason Neuman 

Elders:      Paul Koosman & Phillippe DeBlois 

Ushers:     Todd Zitzlsperger & David Werts  

Tech Duty:     Josh Christian 

Altar Guild:      Beth Schoolman & Julie Anderson  

Offering Counters:        David & Naomi Teske 

Bread Baker:     Charlotte Smith 

Bread Deliverer:    Craig Smith 
                                   

Serving Sunday: (February 23, 2020)  

Coffee Servers:    Paul & Elena Roemen 

Acolyte:                                                 ??? 

Elders:                                                   Paul Koosman & Phillippe DeBlois 

Ushers:                                                 Jonathan Schultz & Mark Swenson 

Tech Duty:     Travis Dorweiler 

Altar Guild:                                            Mary Swanson & Brenda Richards 

Offering Counters:                                 Bob & Arlene Strom 

Bread Baker:                                         Julie Anderson             

Bread Deliverer:                                    Janet Preus  
                                   

Serving Wednesday: (February 26, 2020) Ash Wednesday 

Acolyte:                                                 Jason Neuman 

Elders:                                                   Paul Koosman & Phillippe DeBlois 

Ushers:                                                 Jim Fahnhorst & Chris Houck 

Altar Guild:                                            Brenda Richards 
                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
February 3rd                     LouAnn Jesperson     Birthday 

      Elias Fuchs      Birthday 

    

February 6th                  Mike Krause      Birthday 

       

February 9th      Susan Johnson     Birthday 

                

February 10th    Alexander Schaumburg    Birthday 

        

February 14th             Lily Johnson     Birthday 

                

February 15th    Curt Woolfolk     Birthday 

                

February 18th               Bill Anderson III     Birthday 

             

February 20th                   Arielle Woodgate     Birthday 

                

February 21st       Lea Connealy     Birthday 

      Susanna Brauer     Birthday 

             

February 23rd      Chelsie Ofsthun     Birthday 

      Leonard Roemen     Birthday 

       

February 26th             Janie Tesch-Cassady     Birthday 

      Hannah Lange     Birthday 

      

February 27th    Darlene Yount     Birthday 

      Lindsey Strei     Birthday 

 

February 28th    Elizabeth Madson     Birthday 

 

February 29th    Betty Reinke     Birthday 

 

 

 
 



  

 


