Lent: The Most Catechetical Time of the Year!
A little history...
The church's first historical record of the Lenten season is from the Canons of Nicaea in A.D. 325.
Since the early church's practice was to baptize catechumens at the Easter Vigil, the custom of fasting for
these forty days before Easter may have originated in the required fasting of candidates for Holy Baptism. The
number 40 is suggested by the fasts of Moses, Elijah, and especially of our Lord Himself. If you look at your
calendar and count, you will notice that the season of Lent actually contains 46 calendar days. This is because
every Sunday is a "little Easter" and, technically, not counted as a day of Lenten fasting. With six Sundays
throughout the season of Lent, "46 days" - "6 Sundays" = "40 days of Lent!"
Lent as both penitential and catechetical...
In the Lutheran Church, repentance and catechesis are emphasized more than actual, physical fasting.
Nevertheless, Martin Luther writes in The Small Catechism, "Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine
outward training. But that person is truly worthy and well prepared [to partake of the Lord's Supper and, we
might add, to celebrate the joyful victory of Christ's Easter resurrection] who has faith in these words: 'Given
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.'" Such worthiness and preparedness is accomplished in us only
by God through the work of His holy Word: "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of
Christ" (Romans 10:17).
To that end, the penitential season of Lent is also a catechetical season. Lent is catechetical because it
is pointing toward Baptism into the cross and resurrection of Christ. As mentioned above, Lent historically
developed as a season of preparation for Holy Baptism. Liturgically and theologically, Lent is the church's
refocus on the significance of Holy Baptism. The daily drowning of contrition and repentance, which
characterizes the entire Christian life of discipleship, is deliberately intensified during Lent as a renewal of
faith and life in Christ. This repentance is never the product of human wisdom, reason, strength, or effort.
Rather, it is always the divine work of the Holy Spirit through the proclamation of the Law (which shows us
our sin) and the Gospel (which shows us our Savior). The Law crucifies the old sinful nature that clings to our
flesh, and the Gospel raises up the new man in us. (Romans 5:12-6:14) Thus a Lenten focus on the cross and
Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ is not aimed at an emotional response, nor is it an appeal for greater effort or
heroic self-sacrifice on the part of sinners. Rather, Lent is a pointed proclamation and confession of the Law
and Gospel, a preaching of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Lent is properly penitential and most surely
catechetical when it brings the cross to sinners and sinners to the cross of Christ as the fountain and source of
forgiveness, life, and salvation.

The Easter Vigil...
We are blessed this year to include an additional worship service on Holy Saturday (March 31st) at 6pm.
While the chief service on Holy Saturday is the Easter Vigil, we will us the Prayer Office of Evening Prayer
with a few elements from the Historic Easter vigil. The Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday brings the Holy
Triduum (The holy three days from Thursday to Saturday/Sunday dawn of Holy Week) to a festive
completion. In much the same way as Holy (Maundy) Thursday is the completion of Lent and the beginning
of the Triduum, so the Easter Vigil both completes the Triduum and ushers in the Fifty Days of Eastertide.
This transition is manifested in the course of the vigil, which progresses purposefully from darkness to light.
In some places throughout the early centuries of the Church's life, the people of God would hold vigil, which
means "keep watch," through the night in expectation of Christ's return. As the Church gathered in vigil, she
waited in hopeful expectation for the appearance of the resurrected Christ in those most recently born in Him,
and, therefore, those who had prepared throughout Lent to be joined to Christ were baptized at the vigil. At
the dawn of the new day at Easter sunrise, the newly baptized joined the entire Church in the chorus of
alleluias at Christ's resurrection from the dead.
While holding a vigil through the night may not be common today, Christians nonetheless gather on Holy
Saturday to wait in expectation for the news of Christ's resurrection and for His second coming. As a service
of watching that ushers in the resurrection, the Easter Vigil is traditionally comprised of six parts: 1) the
Service of Light; 2) the Service of Readings; 3) the Service of Holy Baptism; 4) the Service of Prayer; 5) the
Service of the Word; 6) the Service of the Sacrament. This year we will introduce just a few elements from
The Service of Light, Readings and Prayer. These elements will be set into the service of Evening Prayer that
we are familiar with in the hymnal. The Vigil of Easter marks the final day in the sacred Triduum and ushers
in our celebration of the Resurrection, the service ends with the Benediction (which has not been heard since
the beginning of the Triduum) and the Easter Acclamation: Christ is risen!
In Christ,
Pastor Kyle Krueger

Fifth Sunay after the Epiphany
February 4, 2018 – Mark 1:29-39
“…For That is Why I Came Out”
Today we come here to the Lord’s house for the same reason that “the whole city gathered together at the
door” in our gospel text. We have come to see Jesus because we are sick with a sinful fever.
He touched you in your baptism, individually, by name. He healed YOU, cleansed YOU, took away your
sinful fever, as though He came down from heaven JUST FOR YOU. But you got sick again. And so, you
come back to the Doctor to be healed again. “I forgive you all of your sins,” and again, you are healed. “Take
eat, this is my body given for you.” “Take, drink, this is my blood shed for you,” and again, you are cleansed.
The prophet Isaiah speaks for the Lord saying, “Surely he has taken our illness…” And yet, we still get sick.
But the day is coming when we will be well NEVER TO GET SICK AGAIN.

Transfiguration
February 11, 2018 – Mark 9:2-9
“Who is Jesus?”
People give a lot of different answers to that question: teacher, prophet, visionary, miracle-worker. But that
doesn't mean that they're right. In fact, the only reliable answer to this question is the one that comes down
from heaven. Two times the Father Himself breaks in and reveals to us who Jesus is, once at His baptism and
once at His transfiguration. "This is my beloved Son." And on the mount of transfiguration, He adds, "Listen
to Him."
So we do.
Jesus himself adds to the answer. “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they
will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise." (Mark 9:31) In the end, this is the only
answer that will do.
So again, who is Jesus? He is God's beloved Son who will die for the sins of the world, and on the third day,
he will be raised again. That's all, and that's everything.
Ash Wednesday
February 14 2017 – Matthew 6:1-21
Ash Wednesday is one of the most solemn days of the church year. This liturgy marks the beginning of a
penitential discipline climaxing on Maundy Thursday. The mood is penitential and reflective on our
baptismal faith and life. The organ is silent before and after worship. Worshipers are asked to keep
reverent silence before the service and leave the service in silence. Originally, Lent was the time when
candidates for Holy Baptism were intently preparing to be baptized at the Vigil of Easter. We, too, in
this season of Lent prepare ourselves to remember our Baptism at Easter as we ritually “pass over”
with Jesus from death to new life. During the Lenten season, we remember Jesus’ Baptism was into our
sin and death so that our baptism would be a washing out of sin and death. As Jesus’ people – hearing
Him proclaim God’s Word and being God’s Word as Prophet; seeing Him sacrifice Himself on a cross
and know that He intercedes for us as Priest; and knowing that we live under Him as King in
righteousness and purity. Today, worshipers have the opportunity to receive ashes on their foreheads
as a sign of penitence and baptismal remembrance. The words spoken as ashes are imposing,
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return,” were first spoken to Adam after his fall into
sin. We are forcefully reminded of the words of the committal in the Christian Burial service, “…earth to
earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” Ashes also suggest cleansing and renewal. They were used as a
cleaning agent. Thus, ashes imposed in the shape of a cross symbolize both judgment and baptismal
cleansing.

First Sunday in Lent
February 18, 2018 – Mark 1:9-15 1:21-28
“Christ Defeats Our Temptation”
In faith and the fear of God, Abraham prepared to sacrifice his beloved son, Isaac. At the Word of the
Lord, he “took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son.” And “when they came to the
place of which God had told him,” Abraham bound Isaac “and laid him on the altar” (Gen. 22:6, 9). Then
God stayed Abraham’s hand and provided “for himself the lamb for a burnt offering” (Gen. 22:8). That
Lamb is God’s own beloved Son, Jesus, in whom “all the nations of the earth” are blessed (Gen. 22:18). As
the Substitute for all the sons of men, Jesus is driven by the Spirit “into the wilderness” to be “tempted by
Satan” (Mark 1:12–13) in order to endure and defeat all temptation. We are tempted by our own desire,
which conceives and “gives birth to sin” (James 1:14–15). But this blessed Man, Christ Jesus, remained
“steadfast under trial,” and He has received “the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love
him” (James 1:12). His faithfulness, His victory and His life are now given to us by His grace in the
Gospel.
Second Sunday in Lent
February 25, 2018 – Mark 8:27-38
“Who is Jesus?”
Wait, didn't we just ask this question?
Yes, but that was on Transfiguration, two weeks ago. And on the mountain, Peter only proved how easily we
can be confused. When he saw Jesus revealed his his blinding glory, Peter wanted to camp out with Moses
and Elijah and stay for a good, long time. After all, who wouldn't want the glory-Jesus, who shows up with
the rock stars of the Old Testament?
But here, down on the plain, Jesus gives the necessarily tutorial before his transfiguration. The people thought
Jesus was just another prophet, but Peter knew that Jesus was the Christ. But what did it mean for him to be
the Christ?
The cross. Being the Christ meant that his destiny was the cross. Jesus would suffer rejection and violence,
unfairly. And to the mind of men, this would seem like utter foolishness, but not to the mind of God. By
losing His life, Jesus would gain life for all the world.
That's who Jesus is. Peter's mistake was trying to have Jesus apart from the cross. But Jesus is no Christ
without the cross. There is no life without death, His death.

Altar Flower Chart: The cost of the Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday and you will be able to take your flowers
home with you after the service in a box located near the organ speaker to the right of the Altar. To have your
payment for flowers applied correctly, please use one of the Designated Offering envelopes found in your box
of envelopes or label the outside of one of your regular envelopes with the words ‘Altar flowers’. If you take the
black liners home, please be sure to bring them back to church by the following Wednesday. Janice Hartness is
our flower coordinator. If you have any special requests, please contact her at 763-355-5427 by the Wednesday
prior. The Flower chart for 2018 is in the back of the Sanctuary.

Sunday Schedule: Divine Service 9:00 AM; followed by Bible Class at 10:30.
Saturday Evening Divine Services 5:00 PM
Wednesday morning Bible Study and Prayer services are continuing at Corner Stone Commons at 9:30;
followed by Bible Study at 10:00 until February 14th.
Volunteers Needed for Setting Up the church Post-Construction: Construction on the church is
tentatively scheduled to be completed by end of January. There will be a lot of work to do to unload the
storage pods and to set up all the new rooms. Signup sheets for volunteers are on the back table of the
Sanctuary. Saturday February 10th at 9:00 am, we will be organizing the various rooms. Please
consider helping with this fun and exciting new chapter for our church!
Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in
the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for prayers
for Lutheran Church of the Triune God, Brooklyn Center, and Vacancy Pastor Richard Resch, Beautiful Savior
Lutheran, Plymouth, and Pastor Tom Stoebig and Pastor Joe Behnke, Eternal Hope Lutheran, Brooklyn Park,
and Vacancy Pastor Bill Hillyer and Glory of Christ Lutheran, Plymouth, and Pastor Jeremiah Johnson and
Pastor Kyle Krueger.
Offering Envelopes – Your 2018 Offering Envelopes are in the back of the Sanctuary. If you do not see a box
assigned to you, please let Brenda know.
2017 Tithing statements have been run and are available along with the Time and Talent Sheets. They
are located on the tables in the back of the Sanctuary. Thank You!
Mom’s Group will meet on Sunday, February 11th, at the home of Danielle Woodgate; 18230 - 34th Ave N
Plymouth: 6:00-8:00 PM
Dedication of the new Church Building: On Sunday, February 25th, we will have our dedication service
for the new church building. It will immediately follow the Divine Service. Afterwards, we will have a
celebratory luncheon in our new Fellowship Hall! More details to come but save this date to your calendars!
Update on LCMS Mexico Mission: Both of our missionaries are based out of Mexico City, and as part of
our work, we will be sponsoring a short-term work trip there over Memorial Day weekend this year. Although
not all the details have been worked out yet, some of our activities will include doing some general repair and
maintenance of one of the church buildings, working with the local musicians, and simply providing Christian
encouragement to our brothers and sisters who are there.
Glory of Christ is having another Red Cross Blood Drive Monday, March 5th from 1:00 – 7:00 pm. This
drive will once again be a bus drive, like we had last August.
Signup sheets will be coming soon. We will need 2-3 volunteers to assist on that day for checking in donors.
The shifts are 1-3, 3-5 and 5-7. If you can help, please let Brenda know.
Prayer List: As a reminder, if you have a friend or loved one that you ask to be on the prayer list, their name
will remain for one month and then removed, unless otherwise notified. Thank You!
Remember in our Prayers: Sean Breininger, Arta Walter, Lee Hart, Velva Kosel, CLEF, Lutheran Synod of
Mexico, Becky Fry (Naomi Teske’s mother), Dave Teske, Mike Rogers (Cousin of Jen Schaumburg), Gladys
Romansky, Robert Presler (Friend of Jerry and Zelda Malo), Zachary Hoffman (friend of Russ and Eunice
McBroom), Bertha Oelthke, and Lu Ann Jespersen.

Ash Wednesday and Lenten Services Schedule:
Ash Wednesday - February 14th
Morning Imposition of ashes: 11:15 am; Service 11:30 am
Evening Imposition of ashes: 6:45 pm; Service 7:00 pm
Lenten Services: February 21st – March 21st
Morning Services – 11:30 am
Evening Service: 7:00 pm
Lenten Meals:
Soup lunches - Served after every morning service beginning February 21st
Lenten Dinners - Due to Fellowship Hall and Kitchen construction not being totally completed until the end
of February, Lenten dinners will NOT begin until March 7th They will be provided by the Elders, Council
and Choir/Bells beginning at 6:00 pm.
Groups Serving Dinners during the Lenten Season:
March 7th – Elders - Tacos
March 14th – Council – Pulled pork sandwiches
March 21st – Choir/Bells – Lasagna, Salad and bread

Holy Week, Easter Vigil and Easter Services:
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services will be on March 29th and 30th at 7:00 pm. We are having an
Easter Vigil with Evening Prayer service at 6:00 pm on Saturday March 31st, and two Easter services at 8:00
am and 10:30 am on Sunday, April 1st. Elders will once again serve a wonderful Easter breakfast between the
services that morning. Please plan to join us!

Youth Group: On Sunday, February 18th, the youth group will have Bible Study, lunch and play games
following the morning Adult Bible Study. Please mark this date on your calendars!

VBS – Save the Date! The dates for VBS have been set for June 11th through the 15th. More details to follow,
but please mark this week down on your calendars!

Compassion Circle: Our next Compassion Circle meeting will be February 12th at 1:00p.m. We will meet
at Corner Stone Commons sun room. We will be delivering house goods and baby supplies to a woman's
shelter. In addition, we will give the women and children in the shelter a Valentine gift bag. It was nice to
see a new face at our last meeting. We hope to see more this month!
Quilters: Zion Lutheran Church has invited us to join them again this year tying quilts for "The Orphan Grain
Train", on Wednesday, the 7th of February starting at 9:00 am. Lunch will be provided. Come in have
some fun with our Christian sisters. If anyone would like to car pool let us know.
Call Eunice at 763-493-5333 or meet us there.
Zion Lutheran Church
241 5th St. N
Hopkins, MN

Dear Glory of Christ Member,
The Council and Elders met in a joint session, January 9th, at the home of Garry and Cheryl
McCreary. They provided needed meeting space because of the ongoing building
construction. My thanks to them!
The meeting was held with an informal “getting to know you” type agenda. The meeting’s
goal was to give the new Council and Elder members information on the church’s spiritual
and business needs. Elder Ben Rolf gave an overview of the constitution / bylaws and how
the council and elders fit into this framework.
The Council and Elders then separated to work on goals and meeting dates. The Elders will
meet on the first Tuesday of every month and the Church Council will meet on the second
Tuesday.
On Saturday, February 3rd, at 9:00 AM we need your help to empty our storage pods and
place everything back inside the Church. On February 10th,at 9:00 AM, we will place the
items in their designated rooms. Please come to help even if you have not signed up.
The dedication service for our new church addition will be Sunday, February 25th, following
our worship service. Afterwards we will celebrate with lunch in our new fellowship hall.
Save the date to attend this memorable occasion.
Lent is around the corner. Ash Wednesday is February 14th. Lunch will be served after our
Wednesday 11:00 AM worship services. The evening suppers will start at 6:00 PM with the
worship service at 7:00 PM. Council Person Mari Houck and Administrative Assistant
Brenda Richards will oversee the details for these meals.
Plan on attending each Wednesday for fellowship, worship and reflection on this holy time of
the year.
Yours in Christ,

Bob Strom
Council President

Serving Sunday: (February 4, 2018)
Acolyte:
Jack Teske
Elders:
Andy Madson & Mark Swenson
Ushers:
David Barnaby & Ben Schaumburg
Tech Duty:
Josh Christian
Altar Guild:
Laura Thurk & Brenda Richards
Offering Counters:
David & Naomi Teske
Bread Baker:
Cheryl McCreary
Bread Deliverer:
Carl Hartness

Serving Sunday: (February 11, 2018)
Acolyte:
Bryce Wikman
Processional:
Chris Corey
Elders:
Andy Madson & Mark Swenson
Ushers:
Russ McBroom & Chuck McGriff
Tech Duty:
Travis Dorweiler
Altar Guild:
Beth Schoolman & Julie Anderson
Offering Counters:
Barbie Gruenhagen & Mike Miller
Bread Baker:
Charlotte Smith
Bread Deliverer:
Craig Smith

Serving (Ash Wednesday): (February 14, 2018)
Acolyte:
Jack Teske
Ushers:
Jim Fahnhorst & Chris Houck

Serving Sunday: (February 18, 2018)
Acolyte:
???
Elders:
Andy Madson & Mark Swenson
Ushers:
Steve Rains & Bruce Larson
Tech Duty:
Josh Christian
Altar Guild:
Jill Larson & Gayle McGriff
Offering Counters:
Lori Beck & Carl Hartness
Bread Baker:
Julie Anderson
Bread Deliverer:
Janet Preus

Serving Wednesday: (February 21, 2018)
Acolyte:
Bryce Wikman
Ushers:
Jonathan Schultz & ?

Serving Sunday: (February 25, 2018)
Acolyte:
Nina Nygren
Elders:
Andy Madson & Mark Swenson
Ushers:
Jerry Malo & Brian Malo
Tech Duty:
Travis Dorweiler
Altar Guild:
Laura Thurk & Brenda Richards
Offering Counters:
Tim Lavanger & Russ McBroom
Bread Baker:
Susan Johnson
Bread Deliverer:
Chelsie Ofsthun

Serving Wednesday: (February 28, 2018)
Acolyte:
Nina Nygren
Ushers:
Jeremy Eickhoff & Marcus Olson

February 3rd

Lu Ann Jespersen

Birthday

February 6th

Mike Krause

Birthday

February 9th

Susan Johnson

Birthday

February 10th

Alex Schaumburg

Birthday

February 14th

Lily Johnson

Birthday

February 15th

Curt Woolfolk

Birthday

February 18th

Bill Anderson III

Birthday

February 19th

Jan Diemand

Birthday

February 21st

Lea Connealy

Birthday

February 23rd

Chelsie Ofsthun

Birthday

February 24th

LeRoy Reinke

Birthday

February 26th

Janie Tesch-Cassady

Birthday

February 27th

Darlene Yount

Birthday

February 28th

Elizabeth Madson

Birthday

February 29th

Betty Reinke

Birthday

