
 
 

 
 “New Year's Absolution” 

 

Well, here it is already: 2017. Did you make any resolutions? No, not for this year, for last year. Did you 

resolve to do anything for 2016? Lose weight? Quit smoking? Spend more time with family? Maybe you didn't 

formally say, “this year, I resolve to...” But did you set a goal in your mind? Did you hope that you would 

exercise more regularly or be more patient with the kids? Did you say to yourself, “I really need to get out of 

debt” or did you look at the stacks of papers on your desk and put that on your mental to-do list for the year? 

Personally, I try not to make New Year's resolutions. But when January 1st rolls around, I can't can help but look 

at my life in review and plant to make some changes in the future.  

 

So, it's report card time. Looking back at 2016, how did you do? How many things can you check off your list? 

How many remain stubbornly unaccomplished? How many of your resolutions did you just roll over into 2017? 

 

That many, huh? Me too. 

 

When I started writing this article, I had in mind to challenge you to make some “Christian” New Year's 

resolutions: to get back into church, to read the Word faithfully, to practice charity, to do devotions with your 

family regularly. Then I realized that this would be a terrible idea. 

 

Wait, don't get me wrong here:  it is a great idea to regularly be in the Lord's house and to drink from His Word, 

to serve others, and to do the works which the Lord has prepared for us (Eph. 2:10). But to turn the practice of 

the Christian faith into a New Year's resolution is not a great idea. 

 

Year after year we set goals to change our lives, and year after year, we fail. Sure, we have little successes along 

the way. We might manage to quit smoking or take off a few pounds or be a little nicer to our wife. But on the 

whole, after years and years of resolutions, how reformed are we? We keep falling into the same vices and 

lapsing into the same sins again and again. After all these years, I find that my life still echoes with Paul's 

words, “For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do-- this I keep on doing.” 

(Romans 7:19) Truth be told, my project of a reformed life is a failure. 

 



We won't find the solution to our failed attempts at self-help in our self. What we need is help from outside. In 

fact, we need not just help, but forgiveness. The solution to our failed resolutions isn't more resolutions; it's 

absolution. 

 

So, here's an anti-resolution for the year: confess your sins. Lay out all your failures of 2016 before the Lord 

and be done with them. Pray “forgive us our trespasses.” Come and do confession with one of your pastors. 

We're just itching to tell you that Christ forgives you.  

This is the great news for the new year: the Lord is ready and willing to absolve you. He wants to wipe all your 

wrongs right off the books. He is the Father waiting for His prodigal son and the master willing to forgive even 

the most enormous debt to His servant.  

 

If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared. (Psalm 130:3-4) 

 

Pastor Johnson 
  

 
Circumcision and Name of Jesus 

December 31, 2016 & January 1, 2017  

 
“Saving Shed Blood and Saving Name” 

 

Mary and Joseph do not have the privilege of choosing the name for the Holy Child born in Bethlehem.  The 

Child, in a sense, names Himself.  He is the Creator of all things, the Author of Life, the One who holds the 

entire universe in His hands is held Himself in Diaper rags.  As we observe the Circumcision and Name of 

Jesus, the new born Bethlehem babe bleeds for the first time at the hands of men for men.  He already has a 

name according to His Divinity.  This child is the great “I Am”.  He is Yahweh, which comes from the 

Hebrew verb "to be,” and means that He is, always has been, and always will be.   

 

Yahweh-in-the-Flesh continues to fulfill His earthly name. He continues to save His people from their sins 

with the shed blood of the cross.  God Grant you a happy new year in the newness of faith and forgiveness 

that Christ has brought you in His saving shed blood and saving name! 

 

 

Epiphany 

January 8, 2017 

 

Now it's the Magi's turn. 

Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds all had their turn to worship the Christ child. Keep in mind that the first 

visitors to Jesus were all Jews, the original stock of God's chosen people. But the Magi are foreigners, 

Gentiles, but they too received their divine invitation to come and see Jesus. This is why Epiphany is often 

called “the Gentiles' Christmas.” And Paul reminds us in Ephesians 3 that this is the great mystery of Christ 

(v4)--that God has extended salvation even to the Gentiles. The long arm of God's redemption can reach all 

people. 

  

  



 
 

Baptism of our Lord 

January 15, 2017 – Matthew 3:13-17 

 

Why does Jesus need to be baptized? After all, John's baptism (which is not the same as Christian baptism) is a 

baptism for sinners. Even John recognizes how strange Jesus' baptism is. He protests, “I need to be baptized by 

you, Jesus, not the other way around.” It's almost as if he says, “hey, I'm the sinner, not you!”  

 

But Jesus comes as a sinner to save sinners. He steps down into the Jordan just like all the other offenders 

because he comes to take our place as an offender. This is the mission that His Father gave Him. If there's any 

question about that, just look and listen. The Spirit comes down on Him like a dove, and the Father speaks 

from heaven, voicing his approval. "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased." So the Father 

makes clear on who this Jesus is and what He is here to do. He is God's beloved Son. And everything He does 

is precisely what the Father has asked of Him, … including the cross. 

 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 22, 2017 – Matthew 4:12-25 

 

What does the reign of God look like? The short answer is in our Gospel lesson today. 

 

In the first three chapters of Matthew, we've been introduced to Jesus as the Son of David, the promised 

Messianic king who will save His people, judge the nations, and reign over all. But up until today, these have 

read more like high-minded campaign promises rather than practical promises. But now the rubber meets the 

road. 

 

First, Jesus' preaching, in fact, His entire ministry is summarized potently in verse 17,  

“From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."” If He is the 

king, the divinely-appointed king, then his coming means that the kingdom of God (a synonym for the 

kingdom of heaven) has arrived. In the very next verses we witness just what this sort of reign looks like. 

 

First, Jesus calls people into His reign. A king always has subjects, but king Jesus does this a little differently. 

He picks His subjects, and not the most likely candidates either. Along the sea of Galilee, he calls Peter and 

Andrew, James and John to follow Him. These are not Harvard grads or CEO material. The kingdom of God 

isn't a meritocracy. Jesus calls these men into His service in spite of themselves, which goes to show that if 

these guys can be called as Jesus' subjects, then so can we. 

 

Second, Jesus reigns by turning back the clock on sin and its effects. Matthew gives a drive-by summary: Jesus 

preaches the Gospel, heals diseases and afflictions, and casts out demons. It all goes together. Leprosy, 

blindness, demon possession, and the whole lot are the collateral damage of sin here in this age. They are the 

fallout from the fall. So naturally, when Jesus comes proclaiming salvation and the forgiveness of sins, he 

likewise undoes the effects of sin too. Jesus is starting to put everything back the way it should be, body, soul, 

and spirit.  

 

That's what the reign of God looks like. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

January 29th, 2017 

 

“Jesus who speaks the blessings is the blessing!”  

 

The beatitudes cannot be done except by Christ.  To anyone else, they must be given!  That’s why they are such 

beautiful news to those baptized into His blessed death and resurrection. 

 

The sermon on the Mount trumpets this truth in some of the most beautiful and yet most misunderstood words 

in Scripture.  Jesus addressed this sermon to His disciples, not to people in general.  In other words they apply 

to you, the baptized, gathered in worship to receive in faith the gifts of Christ.  They would not apply in a civil 

religious event gathered to call upon various gods.  Jesus described one set of people (His Church), not several 

different categories of individuals.  In other words, those who mourn are the peace makers and those who thirst 

for righteousness and those who are pure in heart and those who are poor in spirit.  Jesus speaks of the same 

people in each blessing, His people. 

 

 

2017 Altar Flower Chart: The Flower chart for 2017 is now up. Please be sure to sign up for the dates you 

want to give Altar Flowers. Altar Flowers are $40.00. If you have a special request for color/design, please call 

Janice Hartness at 763-355-5427. 

 

Saturday Evening Divine Service: 5:00 PM 

 

Sunday Schedule: Divine Service 9:00 AM; followed by Bible Class and Sunday school at 10:30. 

 

New Year’s Eve Service – There will be a regular Saturday Evening Divine Service at 5:00 PM on New Year’s 

Eve, December 31st.  

  

NO Bible Study or Sunday School on Sunday January 1st. Regular Divine Service will take place on that 

Sunday at 9:00 AM.  

Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in 

the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for prayers 

for Redeemer Lutheran, Robbinsdale, and Pastor Dan Matasovsky (vacancy pastor), St. John Evangelical 

Lutheran Church and School, Corcoran, and Pastor Steven Briel and Pastor Matthew Johnson, St. Paul 

Lutheran, Osseo and Pastor Daniel Burns, Shepherd of the Grove Lutheran and Childcare Center, Maple Grove, 

and pastor Tim Lamkin Sr. and for Rev. Matthew Harrison, our Synod President and all our elected officers and 

board members in the LCMS.  

SAVE THE DATE! Sunday, January 8th, Janet Preus is hosting an Epiphany Party at her home beginning at 

4:00 pm. More details to follow, but place this fun event on your calendar! 
 
 

Update to the Prayer List: We have updated the prayer list. If you have the name of a friend or loved one that 

you would like to place on the list, please let either Pastor Johnson, Pastor Krueger or Brenda know. Once a 

name is added, it will be removed after 4 weeks unless we are notified to have it remain. Thank You! 



New Sunday Morning Bible Study on Colossians Has Begun:  Paul’s letter to the church at Colossae has 

some of the richest Christology (the nature and work of Christ as both God and man) in all of scripture.  Christ 

as the head of the Church is the center of Paul’s proclamation.  The false teachings in the Colossian church were 

obscuring the sufficiency of Jesus.  These errors were extremely dangerous because they weren’t being offered 

to replace Christ.  Rather, they were being offered to supplement Christ as if He wasn’t enough. These errors 

came from within the organized church, not from outside it.  Still today, the greatest threats against Christ and 

His Word come from within the church, when other man-made spirituality or human imagination try to 

supplement Christ.  In our post-modern age, there is great pressure to acknowledge that everyone has some 

claim on truth and that there is no such thing as truth for all people of all times and places.  There is also great 

pressure to acknowledge the idols of many religions as having a place alongside Jesus Christ. The center of this 

letter is well confessed by you as you gather in the Divine Service and say, I believe…in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of 

Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By whom all things were made; Who for 

us men and for our salvation came down from heaven And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 

And was made man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

 

Thank you to all musicians who played in the Glory of Christ Christmas Band on Christmas Eve!  Your time 

and talent is MUCH appreciated!! 

 

Ladies Coffee Social: Join your Sisters-in-Christ on Saturday, January 21st from 9-11 am at the Lunds on Hwy 

55 and Vicksburg. Grab a beverage of choice and join Zelda and Pauline in the Community room for some fruit 

and pastries. Come and enjoy the fellowship! 

 

Christmas Decorating Take-Down: Please join us on Saturday, January 7th at 9:30 am to take down all the 

Christmas decorations from church. Thank You!! 

 

2017 Offering Envelopes are Ready: Please pick yours up on the table in the Narthex. Thank You! 

 

Time & Talent Sheets/2016 Year End Giving Statements: Year End Giving Statements and Time & Talent 

Sheets will be ready to be picked up by Sunday, January 8th.  

 

Remember in our Prayers: Idena Hagen, Sean Breininger, Kathy Chadwick (friend of Janet Preus), Lisa 

Brackmann, Arta Walter, Paul Johnson, Ron Quittem (Father of Jill Larson), Lee Hart, Al Lavanger, Onna 

Ostendorf (Friend of Jack Teske), Brecken Garding. Loretta Main (Aunt of Stephanie Johnson), CLEF, 

Lutheran Synod of Mexico, LaValle Berkner (Father of Sarah Miller), Shelby Klapprich (Friend of Jen & Ben 

Schaumburg), Mike Krause, John Algen (Friend of Mike Krause), Bonnie Steeke (Mother of Debbie Damberg), 

Family of Rev. Bob Yount, Terrie Barnhardt (Daughter of Arta Walter) and Family of Kathy McCloskey-Doty 

(Sister of Peggy Lavanger).  

 

 
 
January Compassion Circle Meeting: Compassion Circle will be meeting on Monday, January 9th at 1:00 pm. 

They will be making sandwiches for the homeless.  All are welcome!  
 

Quilting Dates for January: Please join us for Quilting on Tuesday, January 10th and Tuesday January 24th 

from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Thank You! 

 



 

+Mission of the Month+ 
 

In the coming months, we will give information and updates on the mission work and projects we are involved 

in as a congregation. For January, we are focusing on: 

 

The Wittenberg Project 
 

Glory of Christ has committed $50,000 of support to The Wittenberg Project over five years.  2017 will 

complete our support goal.  Because of your ongoing dedication to missions here and around the world Glory of 

Christ has given $44,000 to date for this project.  I would encourage you to visit the project’s website to find out 

more about the scope and progress of the project at http://thewittenbergproject.org/ .  Also, please visit 

http://oldlatinschool.org/ to learn more about The Old Latin School and the educational opportunity’s being 

offered there. 
 

Here are some of the highlights from the project’s website:   

The goal of The Wittenberg Project is to honor our Lutheran heritage as we approach the 500th anniversary of 

the Reformation by nurturing and strengthening the faith of Christians and introducing the Christian faith to non-

Christians, especially those living in and around Wittenberg as 

well as the thousands of people from around the world who visit 

this historic place each year. 

Through the International Lutheran Center housed in the 

renovated Old Latin School (die Alte Lateinschule), Christian 

education and Gospel outreach is taking place in the very 

birthplace of the Reformation! Attracting students and visitors, 

promoting confessional-Lutheran theology, and opening doors 

to Gospel outreach and works of mercy in Jesus name is 

happening!    

 

About The Old Latin School: 

The Old Latin School (OLS), provides a place for people to 

learn, grow, study, meet, retreat, and experience the Gospel in 

Lutherstadt Wittenberg, home of the Reformation. The center is 

directly adjacent to St. Mary’s City Church, or Stadtkirche, 

where through the countless sermons of Martin Luther and other reformers, the Christian Church was re-

formed. Stemming from the new approach to education being taught by the Wittenberg reformers, the Old Latin 

School was built in 1564, as the city school for boys. It is truly in the very center of the birthplace of the 

Reformation. 

The Old Latin School is managed by the International Lutheran Society of Wittenberg gGmbH (ILSW). This 

German non-profit organization is a partnership of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), the 

Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany (SELK), and Concordia Publishing House (CPH). The 

ILSW is also a Recognized Service Organization of the LCMS. 

http://thewittenbergproject.org/
http://oldlatinschool.org/


The Old Latin School is a place where guests and members of the International Lutheran Council can visit and 

explore their Lutheran roots, and all are welcome to come home to the Reformation. 

From President Harrison on The Wittenberg Project: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, walking alongside our German 

partner church, the Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELK), 

and the International Lutheran Society of Wittenberg (ILSW), is in 

possession of a modern, renovated facility serving as a home for global 

confessing Lutherans. If there is a time for education and a time for 

Lutheran teaching, that time is now, and these two cardinal and coveted 

characteristics of confessing Lutheranism – teaching and education – 

harmonize perfectly with the Wittenberg Project. Individuals, 

congregations, schools, districts and other groups are invited to invest in 

making this bold initiative a reality. 

The vision of establishing a distinctly Lutheran presence in the very cradle 

of the Reformation was on my heart and mind for some time. As we 

anticipate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017, the 

transformation of the Old Latin School in Wittenberg, Germany is 

very nearly complete. As the home for The Wittenberg Project, the Old 

Latin School gives Lutherans the place, the opportunity and the 

inspiration for people to gather and learn about the true Gospel Luther 

preached there. It provides the LCMS and the SELK  a unique venue, 

attractive to all of our existing and emerging partners worldwide, to help us share the Gospel that Luther 

rediscovered in the 16th century — the Gospel our world desperately needs to hear today. 

The 500th Anniversary of the Reformation is very nearly upon us. Join me in offering the world a distinctly 

Lutheran presence in Wittenberg. 

Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison 

President 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

  We give thanks for our congregation’s deep desire to bring the Gospel of Christ crucified and risen for the 

forgiveness of sins to people in so many different circumstances and places. Thanks be to God! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Dear Members of Glory of Christ, 

 

Happy New Year!  It seems like 2016 just began and now, here we are, heading into 2017.  I’m looking forward 

to another great year at Glory of Christ. 

 

In this brief installment of the President’s letter, I thought I would provide a brief recap of the annual Voter’s 

Assembly held on December 11th.  Thank you to everyone who was in attendance and, if you weren’t able to 

make it, please read on.    

 

To begin with, it was announced that the Church Council evaluated the loan offers from 3 different lenders and 

determined that the 3.5% fixed-rate loan offer from Farmers State Bank of Hamel was the most competitive 

offer and very cost-effective for our congregation in comparison to the other offers. 

 

Pastor Johnson and Pastor Krueger then provided a review of the 2016 Church year – complete with statistics.  

Thank you gentlemen!  We are blessed to have such wonderful Pastors to serve our congregation. 

 

Next, The Elders provided a brief report but we spent more time discussing two amendments to the LCMS 

constitution.  The first amendment was to remove “Assistant” Pastors from Advisory member categorization.  

This distinction will now allow Assistant Pastors to vote at the convention.  Next was a clarification of wording 

in the constitution to confirm the distinction between Synod and Corporate Synod.  After some discussion, our 

congregation voted unanimously to approve the amendments. 

 

Following the Elders, Dennis Karius of the building committee gave a brief update concerning the status of the 

building project.  The Committee has been very busy with 2-3 meetings per week and is currently in the 

permitting process with the City of Plymouth. 

 

Garry McCreary reviewed the 2016 financial results and presented the 2017 budget which was also 

unanimously approved. 

 

Then we got to the selection of new Council members, Elders and Council President for 2016. 

Selected to serve on Council were Mike Johnson, Lori Beck, Eric Peterson and Jeremy Eickhoff. 

New Elders for 2017 are Paul Koosman, Roger Hargreaves, Todd Schoolman and Curt Woolfolk. 

 

And finally, selected to be Council President for 2017 was, you guessed it, David Teske.  While I’m confident 

that Vladimir Putin had no influence in the outcome, the investigation is ongoing. 

 

Thank you for your continued support, assistance and fellowship and I look forward to a great 2017. 

 

In Christ, 

 

David Teske 

Council President 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 
 



 
 



 
Serving Sunday: (January 1, 2017) – NO Bible Study/Sunday School – NO Coffee Hour 

Acolyte:     Bryce Wikman  

Elders:        Roger Hargreaves & Todd Schoolman 

Ushers:     Jonathan Schulz & Chris Houck  

Altar Guild:     Beth Schoolman & Brenda Richards 

Offering Counters:       Kent Rudeen & Janelle Franzmeier  

Bread Baker:      Julie Anderson    

Bread Deliverer:    Janet Preus   

                                   

Serving Sunday: (January 8, 2017) 

Coffee Servers:    Steve & Barb Rains 

Acolyte:     Jack Teske 

Processional:     Bill Anderson 

Elders:        Roger Hargreaves & Todd Schoolman 

Ushers:     Jeremy Eickhoff & Marcus Olson 

Altar Guild:     Kevin & Suzy Skau 

Offering Counters:       Bob & Arlene Strom 

Bread Baker:      Susan Johnson    

Bread Deliverer:    Janis Kimmel   

                                   

Serving Sunday: (January 15, 2017) 

Coffee Servers:    Heath & Danielle Brolsma 

Acolyte:     Bri Dorweiler 

Processional:     Chris Corey 

Elders:        Roger Hargreaves & Todd Schoolman 

Ushers:     Patton Hoffarth & Jesse Huber  

Altar Guild:     Jill Larson & Gayle McGriff 

Offering Counters:       Jeremy & Jill Eickhoff 

Bread Baker:      Charlotte Smith   

Bread Deliverer:    Sharla Woolfolk   

                                   

Serving Sunday: (January 22, 2017) 

Coffee Servers:    Pauline Hemingway & Kaylene Hautamaki 

Acolyte:      ?? 

Elders:        Roger Hargreaves & Todd Schoolman 

Ushers:     Steve Rains & Bruce Larson  

Altar Guild:     Jan Diemand & Julie Anderson 

Offering Counters:       Dave & Naomi Teske 

Bread Baker:      Charlotte Smith   

Bread Deliverer:    Beth Schoolman 
                                   

 

 

 



Serving Sunday: (January 29, 2017) 

Coffee Servers:    Mark & Rina Nygren 

Acolyte:     ?? 

Elders:        Roger Hargreaves & Todd Schoolman 

Ushers:     Travis Dorweiler & Paul Koosman  

Altar Guild:     Barb Rains & Brenda Richards 

Offering Counters:       Barbie Gruenhagen & Mike Miller 

Bread Baker:      Gayle Barnaby   

Bread Deliverer:    Lori Beck   

                                   

  

 

January 3rd     Janel Koosman      Birthday 

     Elizabeth Thurk     Birthday 

      

January 6th    Robbie Zitzlsperger    Birthday 

     Marv Bimberg     Birthday  

  

January 7th          Phillippe & Sarah DeBlois   Anniversary  

          

January 8th            Tom Richards     Birthday 

     Rhonda Berry     Birthday 

     Ezra DeBlois     Birthday 

           

January 9th       Sharla Woolfolk     Birthday 

     Chris Corey     Birthday 

           

January 11th     Ella Merkle      Birthday 

           

January 13th      Kate Marshall     Birthday  

 

January 14th      Max Gruenhagen     Birthday 

           

January 15th      Curt & Sharla Woolfolk   Anniversary 

      

January 17th         Michelle Nelson     Birthday 

    

January 20th               Heather Knea     Birthday 

        



 

 


