
 

 
A Gift Reserved 

 

This year we’re thinking about the church like this: 

 

A place reserved, 

a time reserved, 

a gift reserved, 

for a people reserved. 

 

Last month, we reflected on time. The Lord knew that we needed a Sabbath, a time every week when 

everything else stops and we have a chance to listen to him. So the Lord reserved a day for us when we can 

focus on the Lord and the gifts He is giving us. And now this month, we’ll turn to the gifts themselves. 

 

If you had a choice between entering a drawing for a new car versus having someone park that same car in 

your driveway, you would take the sure thing, right? 

Of course you would.  

Everyone would. 

 

There’s something great about having a gift with our name on it. Sure, it might still be all wrapped up under 

the tree, but we know that someone put it there just for us. It’s ours. It’s just a matter of waiting for it. 

 

That’s how Sunday morning works too. 

Every Sunday is like tearing down the steps on Christmas morning, a flurrying of wrapping paper, holding in 

our hands the gifts that all have our name on them.  

 

Nobody else’s baptism is quite like yours, because when you got to the font, Jesus wasn’t baptizing the world, 

He was baptizing you.  

In those sacred waters, He drowns your old Adam. He raises you to new life. He’s putting you into the ark. 

He’s walking you through the Red Sea on dry ground. He’s putting His name on you and leading you to the 

promised land. 

Yes, your pew siblings got a baptism too. But your baptism isn’t some knock-off that Jesus picked up at the 

dollar store or re-packaged from a bulk order that he got on the cheap from eBay.  

Your baptism is reserved for you. 



And when you kneel at the Lord’s table, granted, you are sharing in the common thing—the body and blood 

of Christ. 

But the Supper is never generic. 

Everyone who kneels at the rail comes from a different place.  

He’s ashamed of some of the unethical things he’s done at work. 

She’s quietly struggling to take care of her parents.  

And you feel like a hypocrite just kneeling next to these people. 

So Jesus pours the medicine of his own flesh and blood into your mouths, healing your unique ills. 

Here, your weak hearts are strengthened. 

Your burden consciences are relieved. 

Your stains are cleansed. 

And your sins are forgiven. 

It’s a gift reserved for you. 

 

And there are still more gifts under the tree every Sunday: sins absolved, prayers heard, songs sung, promises 

made, guidance given, and blessings pronounced. 

God’s gifts are not like algebra or Freud’s personality theory or investing strategies, which are for everyone 

but belong to no one.  

Nothing on Sunday morning is theoretical or impersonal. 

Everything on Sunday morning has your name on it. 

 

So here’s the third commandment in a nutshell: It’s Sunday morning; come on downstairs. Take the steps two 

at a time, because under the tree of Calvary, there’s a whole pile of gifts, reserved for you.  

 

Pastor Johnson 

 

First Sunday in Advent 

December 1, 2019 

Matthew 21:1-11 
 

It seems that we’re moving in reverse. Last week, Jesus was on the cross. This week, Jesus is entering 

Jerusalem. Next week, John the Baptist is preparing the people for Jesus, and it won’t be long until Jesus is 

born. But all this driving in reverse has a purpose. It begins at the cross, because that’s where it all hangs 

together. We can’t have cute baby Jesus “safe” from the horror of the cross. This is why He is born. He is 

born to be the king and the sacrifice. Christmas without Good Friday isn’t really Christmas. It’s the whole 

package, from birth to death to resurrection to ascension. Jesus doesn’t just come to bring us part of the gift; 

it’s the whole thing. And only the whole gift can save us. 

 

Second Sunday in Advent 

December 8, 2019 

Matthew 3:1-12 
 

We who give ear to the voice of John, we who follow the pointing finger of John, that great Advent preacher, 

can never take Christ for granted, can never grow casual about Him and His mercy.  Nor can we who have 

heard the Baptist's Advent cry ever think of repentance as a placid, pious exercise, a sort of routine religious 

daily dozen.  It is the death of the old man and the creation of the new man as God's own. 

          -Martin Franzmann 



Third Sunday in Advent 

December 15, 2019 

Matthew 11:2-15 
 

True Rejoicing 

 

Sometimes life requires the astonishing patience of Job. Like him, we are to rejoice in the midst of affliction, 

be grounded in repentance under the cross of Christ, and hope relentlessly in His resurrection, that we might 

see “the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful” (James 5:11). In the promise of 

the Gospel, therefore, “be patient” and “establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand” (James 

5:7, 8). Like St. John the Baptist, whatever your own kind of prison or suffering may be, call upon Jesus and 

receive the strength of His Word from those He sends to you. For as “the blind receive their sight and the 

lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up,” so is the Good News of Jesus 

preached to you also (Matt. 11:5). He comes and restores the fortunes of Zion, His Holy Church, so that 

“sorrow and sighing shall flee away” (Is. 35:10). 

 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 

December 22, 2019 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 

God’s Word Is Fulfilled for Us in the Flesh  

 

The Fourth Sunday in Advent turns our attention toward the Nativity of Our Lord. With the blessed Virgin 

Mary, we await the coming of the Christ, her Son, conceived in her womb by the Word and Spirit of God. 

This fulfillment of the sign once given to the house of David, that “the virgin shall conceive and bear a son” 

(Is. 7:14), is now given to us in the Gospel. It declares that salvation is by His grace alone, entirely His work 

and a free gift. It also is the way and means by which the Lord our God is Immanuel, “God with us.” The 

almighty and eternal Son of God is conceived and born of Mary, and is thus “descended from David 

according to the flesh” (Rom. 1:3–4). He comes in this way to save us with His own flesh and blood; 

wherefore, He is called “Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). As Joseph received 

this sign in faith and immediately “did as the angel of the Lord commanded him” (Matt. 1:24), we also live 

by faith in this Holy Gospel. 

 

Fifth Sunday in Advent 

December 29, 2019 

Matthew 2:13-23 
 

A New Exodus  

 

Herod’s efforts to destroy the little Lord Jesus anticipate the cross for which He was born. In response to 

Herod’s edict, Joseph must “take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt” (Matt. 2:13). But the Lord does 

not abandon the Holy Family there. He brings about salvation for all people, just as He “had spoken by the 

prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I called my son’” (Matt. 2:15). With might and strength, God accompanies His people, 

causing “his glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses” (Is. 63:12). Now through Jesus, even our 

afflictions are borne by Christ on the cross. “He redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them” (Is. 

63:9). All of this is accomplished by God’s might so that we, too, are claimed as members of His family. For 

we “receive adoption as sons” in the only begotten Son, Christ Jesus, even as He became like us by His 

conception and birth of the woman. Thus redeemed by Christ, no longer slaves of sin and death but beloved 

children and heirs of God, we pray in Jesus’ name: “Abba! Father!” (Gal. 4:4–6). 



  
Altar Flower Chart: The cost of the Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday and you will be able to take your flowers 

home with you after the service in a box located in the kitchen on the shelf above the triple sink.  To have your 

payment for flowers applied correctly, please use one of the Designated Offering envelopes found in your box 

of envelopes or label the outside of one of your regular envelopes with the words ‘Altar flowers’. If you take the 

black liners home, please be sure to bring them back to church by the following Wednesday. Janice Hartness is 

our flower coordinator.  If you have any special requests, please contact her at 763-355-5427 by the Wednesday 

prior.  We have changed Florists for our Altar Flowers. We are now using Flowers by Myra, located here 

in Plymouth – 612-728-0399. Her card is on the Altar Flower Chart. Remaining weeks of December are for 

Poinsettias. The 2020 flower chart is now up. 

   

Saturday Evening Divine Service: 5:00 pm. Due to a wedding on December 21st, the Saturday Evening 

Divine Service will begin at 7:00 pm.  

 

Sunday Schedule: Divine Service 9:00 AM; followed by Bible Class and Sunday School at 10:40. 

Wednesday morning Prayer Service and Bible Study – Morning Prayer services are on hold through 

Advent. They will begin again on January 8th. Bible Study will continue through Advent beginning at 10:00 

am.  

Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in 

the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for St. Paul 

Lutheran, Osseo and Pastor Daniel Burns, Shepherd of the Grove Lutheran Church & Childcare Center, Maple 

Grove, and Pastor Tim Lamkin, Rev. Matthew Harrison, our Synod President and all of our elected officers and 

board members in the LCMS, Rev. Lucas Woodford, our District President, and all of our elected officers and 

board members in the MN South District and for Rev. John Fehrmann an dhis work with Confessonal Lutheran 

Educational Foundation (CLEF) in other nations.  

Box tops are changing!  You can still clip box tops from participating projects and put them in the jar here at 

Glory of Christ.  Soon, however, all Box Tops will be redeemed by using an app and submitting your receipt 

via app. 

 

Here are the quick steps: 

1.  Save your receipt if you purchased any products with the above logo 

2.  Scan your receipt/snap a photo in the app (you'll create a profile) 

3.  Select "St. John's Lutheran School" or search by zip code (55340) 

4.  Submit receipts within 14 days of purchase 

 

What if I hate tech???  

Drop your receipts in the jar here at GOC and we'll scan them for you!  Just remember to bring them to church 

within 14 days of purchase. 

 

St. John’s Calendar Sale: St. John’s Lutheran School is having a calendar sale fundraiser to send the 8th 

grade class on a field trip to Washington DC. The church council supports the placing of this announcement in 

this and upcoming bulletins and newsletters. Please see either Jonathan Thurk or Henry Rolf to purchase a 

calendar. Thank You!  



Bach Society of Minnesota presents Bach’s Christmas Oratorio: Saturday December 7th, 7:30 pm at St. 

Thomas More Catholic Church 1079 Summit Ave in St. Paul and Sunday December 8th, 3:00 pm at St. 

John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 9141 Cty Rd 101 in Corcoran. Tickets prices are $30 for regular, 

$25 for seniors and $5 for students. See the poster below in the newsletter and on the bulletin board leading 

into the Fellowship Hall for more information. Our own Congregational Member, Alyssa Burdick is in 

this amazing choir! 

 

The Young Adults Group: The following is the schedule of bible study/outreach events for the months of 

November and December.  Please place these dates on your calendar and plan to attend.  Look for an email 

with more details to follow. Bible Studies on December 1st at noon and December 16th at 7:00pm. 

Social/Outreach events: 

December 15th – Young Adults Christmas Party at Pastor Krueger’s 4:00pm-8:00pm. 

 

Annual Voters Meeting: Please join us THIS COMING SUNDAY! Sunday, December 8th right after Bible 

Study for the annual Glory of Christ Voters Meeting. There will be selections for a new President, new 

Council Members and Elders, and a review of the 2020 budget. Please plan to attend this very important 

meeting. A light lunch will be provided. An informational email with all of the meeting information you need 

was sent out. Please let Brenda know if you didn’t receive it Thank You! 

 

Remember in our Prayers: Sean Breininger, Lee & Doris Hart, Velva Kosel, Jack Jakupciak, CLEF, 

Lutheran Synod of Mexico, Jared Clark (Brother of Jana Hargreaves), Christy Peterson (Friend of Jon Burns), 

Elizabeth Ellgen (Friend of Mike Krause), Ryan & Jill Krause (Cousins of Mike Krause), Sandi Olchefski 

(Friend of Tom and Brenda Richards), Lonnie Fahey (Brother-in-Law to Jim Holthus), Delia Samuel (Friend 

of Carla Claussen) and The Family of Bart Bonine (Brother of Bret Bonine).  

 

 

 
Advent Services: Have begun on Wednesdays at 11:30 am and at 7:00 pm and will follow weekly on 

December 11th and 18th. 

 

 
Christmas Services: 5:00 pm Christmas Eve Service on December 24th and 9:00 am Christmas Day Service on 

December 25th.  

 

Calling All Instrumentalists! Glory of Christ will once again have pre-Christmas Eve Service music played 

in the Narthex beginning at 4:30. If you play an instrument (of any kind!) and would like to join us, please let 

Brenda know. We do a warm-up and play that night, no rehearsals needed! If you would like music in 

advance, let Brenda know also. Thank You! 

 



 
 

Hi Sunday School Families! The Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 15th during the education 

hour.  There will be 2 practices prior to that - Saturday, December 7th from 9-11, and a SHORTENED practice 

on Saturday, December 14th from 10-11.  There are sign-up sheets outside of your children's 

classrooms.  They will be up through November 10th. Please mark if your child(ren) will be in the program, if 

they would like a speaking part, or if they are unable to attend. We are looking forward to another wonderful 

Christmas program this year! Thank you! Elizabeth, Kelly and Kodi. 

 

 

 
 

Women of Glory of Christ 
Save the date! 

Advent by Candlelight Is Back! 
 

Mark your calendars for this coming Sunday December 8, 2019 from  
6:30-8:00 pm.   

 

The Women of Glory of Christ are celebrating Advent with a social evening of 
dessert and a performance by a string trio in the Fellowship Hall. 

Please see the signup sheet in the Narthex.  

Questions? Please contact Beth Schoolman  

612-518-9744 or beth.schoolman@gmail.com 

mailto:beth.schoolman@gmail.com


 



 
Compassion Circle: The next Compassion Circle meeting will be on Monday December 9th at 1:00. They 

will be doing the cookie pack for the homebound.  

 

Trinity First Lutheran School: Members of the Compassion Circle had the opportunity to present 

personalized Catechisms to eighteen 7th & 8th graders at TFLS this past week. We experienced seeing the joy 

in these children when they were receiving a book of their very own!  Then we brought out the twenty NIV 

Study Bibles and they were ecstatic!  We got a big thank you from each & everyone when we left. The 

Compassion Circle is thankful for the opportunity to purchase and present these wonderful books to the 

children! 

 

 
                        

 
Compassion Circle is hosting a clothing drive for Home Free which is a women's shelter for abused 

women and children. 

 

Below is a list of items that they need the most. 

 

Women-sleepwear (S, M and 3X) sweat suits, sweaters, jeans (all sizes) slippers, socks, underwear (all sizes). 

 

Teens- sportswear gear (sweatshirts, hats, etc.) pajamas (women's S or M) or (men's M to XL). 

 

Children- new clothing (18mos-3T for girls and 6mos-5T for boys) Snow pants and boots for school age 

children. 

 

Infants- new clothing (newborn to 12mos) baby monitors, 8 ounce bottles and teethers. 

 

All items should be new and gift certificates are always appreciated  

(Target, Wal-Mart, Kohls, Cub and Walgreens) 

 

We will collect until December 8th and all donations are greatly appreciated by Home Free and the 

Compassion Circle. 



 
Youth Group will meet Sunday, December 15th after the Sunday School Christmas Program for lunch, 

devotions and games at church! Please email your replies to me so I can better plan food needed and 

appropriate games for the number of participants. 😊 

Jr. High/Sr. High Youth Group Bake Sale  Sunday, December 15th!  Bake, buy-bake or both to support 

our Youth Group. [Nut free recipes only please].  Questions, contact Julie Anderson 612-791-0163. 

julesanders@live.com. 
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Brothers and Sisters of Glory of Christ, 

 

The Council met on November 12th.   

 

This is the last year of pledge drive that began to help finance the 

remodeling and expansion of the facilities. If you have not done so 

already, please remember to submit your 2019 donations by the end of 

the year. Thank you to all those who supported the project through the 

pledge drive.  We couldn’t have done it without you! 

 

There will be a voters meeting on Sunday, December 8th at noon.  Please 

plan to attend as we review this past year and set direction for 2020. 

 

I hope you all have a wonderful Advent as we look forward to the joy of 

the Christmas season.  I look forward to celebrating with you. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Josh Christian 

Council President 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
Serving Sunday: (December 8, 2019)    

Coffee Servers:     Leonard Albers, Gayle Barnaby,  

Marilyn & Chuck Scharlau 

Acolyte:                                                  Maya Breininger  

Elders:                                                    Mike Lindh & Paul Koosman 

Ushers:                                                  Travis Dorweiler & David Werts 

Tech Duty:       Josh Christian  

Altar Guild:       Mike Krause & Brenda Richards 

Offering Counters:                                  Craig & Charlotte Smith 

Bread Baker:                                          Elena Roemen              

Bread Deliverer:                                      Beth Schoolman   
                                   

Serving Wednesday: (December 11, 2019) 

Acolyte:      ??? 

Ushers:      Jonathan Schultz & Mark Swenson 
                                   

Serving Sunday: (December 15, 2019)  

Coffee Servers:     Bret & Kim Bonine 

Acolyte:                                                  Levi DeBlois 

Elders:                                                    Mike Lindh & Paul Koosman 

Ushers:                                                  Jim Fahnhorst & Chris Houck 

Tech Duty:      Travis Dorweiler 

Altar Guild:                                             Beth Schoolman & Julie Anderson 

Offering Counters:                                  Bob & Arlene Strom 

Bread Baker:                                          Gayle Barnaby             

Bread Deliverer:                                     Lori Beck   
                                   

Serving Wednesday: (December 18, 2019) 

Acolyte:      Jason Neuman 

Ushers:      Steve Rains & Bret Bonine 
                                   

Serving Sunday: (December 22, 2019)  

Coffee Servers:     Paul & Elena Roemen 

Acolyte:                                                  Jason Neuman 

Elders:                                                    Mike Lindh & Paul Koosman 

Ushers:                                                  Todd Palmer & Bruce Larson 

Tech Duty:      Dan Gruenhagen 

Altar Guild:                                             Paulilne Hemingway & Marilyn Scharlau 

Offering Counters:                                  Kent Rudeen & Janelle Franzmeier 

Bread Baker:                                          Mary Swanson             

Bread Deliverer:                                     Carl Hartness  
                                   

Serving Tuesday: (December 24, 2019 Christmas Eve) 5:00 pm 

Acolyte:                                                  Logan Kimmel 

Ushers:      Jerry Malo & Brian Malo 

       Leonard Albers & Tim Beach 
                                   



Serving Wednesday: (December 25, 2018 Christmas Day) 9:00 AM  

Acolyte:      Jonathan Thurk 

Processional:       ??? 

Ushers:      Russ McBroom & Chuck McGriff 
                                   

Serving Sunday: (December 29, 2019)  

Coffee Servers:     Heath & Danielle Brolsma 

Acolyte:                                                  Jason Neuman 

Elders:                                                    Mike Lindh & Paul Koosman 

Ushers:                                                  Nate Burdick & Travis Dorweiler 

Tech Duty:      Josh Christian 

Altar Guild:                                             Mary Swanson & Brenda Richards 

Offering Counters:                                  Jeremy & Jill Eickhoff 

Bread Baker:                                          Charlotte Smith             

Bread Deliverer:                                     Craig Smith  
                                   

 
December 2nd               Allison Breininger     Birthday 

                

December 12th                   Marv & Linda Bimberg     Anniversary 

    

December 13th                 Nathan Rudeen      Birthday 

 

December 16th     Chuck McGriff      Birthday 

      William Rolf      Birthday 

      Kaylene Hautamaki     Birthday 

             

December 17th     Kurt Merkle      Birthday 

      Lou Clark      Birthday  

 

December 18th              Marilyn Scharlau     Birthday 

                

December 20th     Josh Schumaker     Birthday 

                

December 21st              Dennis & Janet Karius     Anniversary 

             

December 23rd                  Chris Houck      Birthday 

      Dawn Rolf      Birthday 

      Naomi Lindh      Birthday 

                

December 24th      Tim Beach      Birthday 

             

December 27th      Justin & Laura Thurk     Anniversary 

       

December 30th             Logan Fahnhorst      Birthday 

      Grant Fahnhorst     Birthday 

 

December 31st     Anthony & Cora Miller    Anniversary 



  

  

 


