“Jerusalem the golden, With milk and honey blest—The promise of salvation, The place of peace and rest—
We know not, oh, we know not What joys await us there: The radiancy of glory, The bliss beyond compare!”
(LSB 672, Stanza 1) This was one of the hymns that we sang at Gen Dykhoff’s funeral last mouth. It got me
to thinking… What is heaven like?
What do you think about heaven? How do you imagine it? If you’re an avid golfer who never seems to
have enough time to play as much golf as you’d like you might imagine that heaven is going to be the perfect
golf course, the perfect swing and all eternity to play that perfect round that never ends. Or perhaps you think
of heaven as a perpetual gorgeous sunset cruise on one of our pristine Minnesota lakes!
But suppose that your experience in this world is not so rosy or innocent as ‘never enough time to play
more’ or ‘a perpetual sunset cruise’. Suppose that among all of the things that make up the experience of your
life, the cumulative total is far more dark and painful than pleasant and sunny. Despite whatever pleasant and
good things there might have been, life is primarily scarred by disappointment, or abuse, or betrayal, or
injustice. Now what do you think about heaven? What do you hope it will be like?
Actually, when you read what the Scriptures say about heaven, there is almost nothing addressed to
the person whose life was carefree and prosperous. (In fact, lots of stern warnings for the carefree and
prosperous.) It is almost unanimously directed to the relief of those whose life has been marked by unresolved
suffering, pain, injustice, oppression and grief. “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have
passed away.” (Revelation 21:4)
It’s that little phrase, “the former things have passed away” that I’d like to hone in on. How do all of
the tears, death, mourning, crying, and pain, ‘pass away’? How does it happen that this sinful and corrupt old
world, filled with injustice and oppression that gives off its toxic waste of suffering and grief, “pass away” so
that ‘new heaven and the new earth,’ ‘the home of righteousness’ appears?
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more.” (Revelation 21:1) The answer is, through the cross of Jesus Christ–and not apart
from it. God is outraged at the injustice and oppression and suffering that those who are unable to defend
themselves are forced to endure. (THAT’S US!) The God of peace is also the God of justice who warns the
“brood of vipers to flee from the wrath to come.” (Matthew 3:7)

(THAT’S ALSO US!) It is God Himself who has intervened in this unjust and corrupt world in the most
surprising and unimaginable way. He became one of the helpless ones against whom the cumulative measure
of this world’s injustice and oppression and suffering was directed. He entered into complete solidarity with
all who are helpless against all who oppress.
“So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved others; He
cannot save himself.” (Mark 15:31) Just as the holy God condemns the sin of the world, so in His
indescribable grace, He has placed Himself under His own condemnation –
both for the oppressed AND for the oppressor! (FOR US IN BOTH CASES!) Only through the cross of Christ
do both victim and victimizer have the realistic hope of heaven.
Even unbelievers sometimes believe that when they die they go to “heaven”, even though they have no
idea as to how or why- except that the cross of Jesus Christ has nothing to do with it. It’s just the way it
works for everyone who is basically a good person. But when the believer hopes for heaven, however we
imagine it, our hope is based entirely on the truth that God has reconciled all things to Himself through the
cross of His beloved Son. Golf and family vacations and perfect lakes are all overshadowed by the deepest,
most profound longing of the heart that in heaven, we will be able to perfectly thank and praise our gracious
Lord for His undeserved, unmerited grace and mercy.
“Around the throne of David, The saints, from care released, Raise loud their songs of triumph To celebrate
the feast. They sing to Christ their leader, Who conquered in the fight, Who won for them forever Their
gleaming robes of white.” (LSB 672, Stanza 3)
Pastor Krueger

The Second Sunday of Easter
April 8, 2018 – John 20:19-31
“Peace”
“Peace to you” Jesus says to the disciples. Twice.
But what does Jesus mean by peace?
Is is peace-and-quiet peace? Or is it the guns-are-silenced peace? Or is it hippie peace?
As is often the case with Bible terms, this peace doesn't exactly fit with our normal definitions of peace. The
peace that Jesus is giving to his disciples is divine peace. Divine peace means going back to the way it should
be, back to the way God intended it, back to Eden. It should not escape our notice that in the same breath,
Jesus gives the Apostles the authority to forgive (and retain) sins. Because we've made an awful mess out of
things here in this age and things can only go back to the way they should be if God begins with forgiveness.

The Third Sunday of Easter
April 15, 2018 – Luke 24:36-49
“He Eats! He Speaks! He Touches!”
Today’s obsession with false ghostly claims and lies of paranormal activity is shattered with a flesh and blood
God who eats! “And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you
anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate before them.” Jesus goes
and proves Himself not to be a ghost or phantom, but a real live person who eats real food. The disciples’
doubt and disbelief came forth from joy. Or we might say, “It seemed too good to be true!” They were
holding back their belief because it seemed too unbelievable, and ironically…to real… to be true! The fish did
not drop to the floor going through His spirit body, but it is chewed in a real mouth, with human salvia and
goes through a real digestive system! Even after His mighty resurrection Jesus is still incarnate, a real live
person. And so, it is that Jesus even sits at the right hand of God as an incarnate man.
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 22, 2018 – John 3:16-24
“Loving One Another”
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. (1
John 3:16)
There are a lot of things to which we apply the verb “love”: beautiful sunsets, Oreo cookies, high school
sweethearts, and raquet sports. But John cuts through our verbal smorgasboard with the singular love that
Christ shows us on the cross. “By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us...” This also defines our
love for each other, “... and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.” Christian love begins at the
cross, but it does not end there. It overflows into our love for our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. And
this love is a sacrificing love, following after the pattern of Christ's love for us. This doesn't mean that I need
to get crucified for your sins, but that I am willing to sacrifice my time and desires and resources for you, and
you for me. That's how love works in Christ's body.
The Fifth Sunday of Easter
April 29, 2018 – John 15:1-8
“Abide in the Vine”
Jesus promises "I am the vine," "and you are the branches." There cannot be branches without a vine. And
any branch that does exist, exists only because of the vine and that which the vine provides. All the branch is
and all the branch has it receives from the vine. Jesus very clearly says- a branch cannot bear fruit by itself. It
must abide in the vine. Apart from the vine a branch can do nothing. The fruit the branch produces it produces
because the vine provides. And a branch that abides in the vine really cannot do anything else than produce
fruit. Jesus is the vine. God the Father is the vinedresser. You are the branches. And this is good news.

Altar Flower Chart: The cost of the Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday and you will be able to take your flowers
home with you after the service in a box located in the kitchen now on the shelf above the triple sink. To have
your payment for flowers applied correctly, please use one of the Designated Offering envelopes found in your
box of envelopes or label the outside of one of your regular envelopes with the words ‘Altar flowers’. If you
take the black liners home, please be sure to bring them back to church by the following Wednesday. Janice
Hartness is our flower coordinator. If you have any special requests, please contact her at 763-355-5427 by the
Wednesday prior. The Flower chart for 2018 is in the Narthex.
Sunday Schedule: Divine Service 9:00 AM; followed by Bible Class at 10:30.
Saturday Evening Divine Services 5:00 PM – Until April 14th
Monday Evening Divine Services 7:00 PM begin Monday April 23rd
Wednesday morning Prayer Service and Bible Study – Morning Prayer service begins at 9:15 am,
followed by Bible Study at 10:00 am.
Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in
the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for prayers
for St. John Ev. Lutheran .corcoran, and school, and Pastor Matthew Moss and Pastor Matthew Johnson, St.
Paul Lutheran, Osseo, and Pastor Daniel Burns, Shepherd of the Grove Lutheran and Childcare Center, Maple
Grove, and Pastor Tim Lamkin Sr., Rev. Matthew Harrison, our Synod President and all our elected officers and
board members in the LCMS and for Rev. Dean Nadasdy, our District President, and all our elected officers and
board members in the MN South District.
Speaking of Decorating: Construction may be almost completely done, but the final touches of decorating
are still ongoing. The interior subcommittee is still actively working to complete the new space. Thank you
for your patience!
Mom’s Group for April: Mark on your calendars for Mom's Group; Friday, April 20th at 7pm at Kelly
Dorweiler’s house: 12110 - 50th Ave N Plymouth. More information will follow as it gets closer to the date.
A Congress on the Lutheran Confessions: Presented by the Association of Confessional Lutherans National
Free Conference No. 20 and the Luther Academy Lecture Series No. 25. This year, the ACL Conference is
being held on April 18-20. The topic is “What the World Needs Now: DO THE LUTHERAN
CONFESSIONS SPEAK TO THE WORLD TODAY?” Please see the pamphlets on the Narthex table for
more information and how to sign up.
Paintball for Everyone! - We have reserved time at Special Forces Paintball on April 29th. This is the
perfect time to shoot your brothers and sisters in Christ, in a loving manner. Cost: $35 (includes all equipment
and three hours of play) also 500 paintballs. Arrival time: 1:30; Start time 2:00. Address: 5494 fairhill drive
SE, Buffalo mn, 55313. All are welcome! The more we get involved the more fun we can have. The more we
get to RSVP, the more of the facility they will close down for us. Everyone will need to complete waivers
before participating. The waivers can be found at: http://sfpgames.com/

Save the Date! Pastor and Susan Johnson’s Christmas in July Party is set for Sunday July 22nd (weather
permitting). Please mark your calendars!!!
Prayer List: As a reminder, if you have a friend or loved one that you ask to be on the prayer list, their name
will remain for one month and then removed, unless otherwise notified. Thank You!
Remember in our Prayers: Sean Breininger, Arta Walter, Lee Hart, Velva Kosel, CLEF, Lutheran Synod of
Mexico, Mike Rogers (Cousin of Jen Schaumburg), Robert Presler (Friend of Jerry and Zelda Malo), Zachary
Hoffman (friend of Russ and Eunice McBroom), Bertha Oelthke, Allen Yount, Aaron Klein (Nephew of
Cheryl McCreary), Rachael Masters (Friend of Andrea Neumann), Liba Jelinek (Friend of Jana & Roger
Hargreaves), and Bill Hoffarth (Patton Hoffarth’s Father).

April Youth Group Event: Youth Group Lock In!! Friday April 20th to Saturday April 21st
Devotion/Workshops, Indoor and Outdoor Games, Food and MUCH MORE! Sign-up now to reserve your
spot! Questions? Call Julie Anderson 612-791-0163 or julesanders@live.com.

VBS – Save the Date! The dates for VBS have been set for June 11th through the 15th. More details to follow,
but please mark this week down on your calendars!

Compassion Circle: Our next meeting will be on Monday April 9 at 1:00p.m. We will be meeting at the
Medina Entertainment Center for lunch.

No need to go up north...
Up North is coming to you.

What:
An evening of fun and fellowship to support our missions,
featuring a silent auction followed by a live auction.
When:
Saturday May 12th 3pm
Where:
Glory of Christ
Why:
The money raised at MissionsFest goes to support our
mission efforts in America and across the world. Check
out www.gloryofchrist.org/missions/
supported-ministries/ for a complete list!

Ticket Prices:
$30
Includes dinner & drinks!
Attire:
Your best Up North garb!
What to Bring:
Money/Checkbook
Registration:
Forms at church or online:
www.gloryofchrist.org/events/missionsfest
Mission Fest Decorations Needed! The Mission Fest committee needs "Up North" decorations. Things like
Christmas trees, stuffed forest animals, canoes, etc. No real fishing poles/lures-too dangerous! If there are any
questions on what would be appropriate you can e-mail (Suzy.Skau@Gmail.com) or text her at (952) 2204238. The items are needed by April 15th so they will have an idea of what decorations they may need.
Thank You!
Missions Fest Donations: Have you started thinking of what you’re going to donate to Missions Fest? Great!
Whether it’s a live event or a physical item, we will start accepting donations after Easter (with a firm cutoff
date of May 6th). Thanks in advance for your contributions!

The Lord's Divine Service: A Matter of Life and Death
Saturday May 19th, 2018. Office of Matins 8:30am. Workshop begins at 9am.
Closing devotion at 3pm.
The Lord's Divine Service to us prepares and equips us to die - to self, in service
to the neighbor, and when our last hour comes. This workshop will consider how
the gifts of Christ to us in the Divine Service strengthen us in faith toward God
and love toward the neighbor both in our living and our dying. In God's giving
and our receiving, we learn what it means to be truly human and, having seen
the Lord's salvation, to depart in peace according to His Word.
Rev. Peter Brock is pastor of St. John Lutheran Church in Decatur, IN and an
adjunct instructor for Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne. He teaches
Theological Ethics at the seminary in Fort Wayne, and has taught courses on the
Pentateuch, Prophets, and John at the seminaries in Tanzania and Ghana. Rev.
Brock also serves as the Indiana District Secretary.
Registration fee: $25.00 per person.
Registration forms are in the Narthex.
You can also register online at www.gloryofchrist.org

Listen to

Pastor Jeremiah Johnson
and Host

Pastor Jonathan Fisk
on

Tue., April 10, at 8:00 a.m. CT
for

Sharper Iron
(Lectionary Study)

“Reclaiming Family Virtue:
Teaching Healthy Sexuality in Congregation, Home, and School”
Saturday, May 12th
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford
❖ husband and father of six children
❖ pastor at Zion Lutheran Church
and School since 2005
❖ serves on Synod’s task force on

sexuality

❖ Collegium Fellow for DOXOLOGY:
The Lutheran Institute of Spiritual
Care and Counsel

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church and School
9141 County Road 101
Corcoran, MN 55340
See website for more information: stjlutheranchurch.org

Dear Glory of Christ Member,
Our Council meeting was held Tuesday, March 13th. At my request, Charlotte Smith came to share the
Interior Subcommittee’s progress. She told us most of their items are finished but they need
representatives from our church programs (Sunday school, Mission Fest, Music, etc.) to evaluate items
we stored in our pods during construction that were moved back into the church to determine if they
should be saved or disposed of.
She and I later talked about assigning storage areas to each program. The committee will do it’s best to
assign the locations and space needed. The committee expects there will be adjustments in the future.
The committee had one request, “ Please refrain from donating items to the church until they finish their
work.”
Zelda Malo was in charge of our organ repair. She told me the organ has been cleaned, adjusted and had
the correct surge suppressor installed. An item was discovered during the repair. We never had the
correct power supply. This change enables several small speakers to augment the sound of the organ.
The organists are pleased with the new sound.
Please give the Schaumburgs, Rod (Father) and Ben (Son), a huge thank you for the new stage they are
constructing in the fellowship room. Although it’s not finished, it’s looking great. (Also thank Travis
Dorweiler. He has been working on this project too.)
At our January and February Council meetings, we discussed a new Membership / Phone Directory. It
is four years since the last one was published and we have new families. We now number 500 adults
and children! The council reviewed the projected costs and decided to delay the directory until this fall
or next year after we know all the costs involved with our new addition. If not this year, we will
consider placing the directory expense in the 2019 budget.
The April Council meeting date was changed from the second Tuesday of the month to the third
Tuesday, April 17th. (Only for April).
Easter Blessings,

Bob Strom
Council President

Serving Sunday: (April 8, 2018)
Coffee Servers:
Jon Burns & Brenda Richards
Acolyte:
Nina Nygren
Elders:
Todd Schoolman & Nate Burdick
Ushers:
Russ McBroom & Chuck McGriff
Tech Duty:
Travis Dorweiler
Altar Guild:
Barb Rains & Brenda Richards
Offering Counters:
Lori Beck & Carl Hartness
Bread Baker:
Gayle Barnaby
Bread Deliverer:
Lori Beck

Serving Sunday: (April 15, 2018)
Coffee Servers:
Mark & Karen Swenson
Acolyte:
Jack Teske
Elders:
Todd Schoolman & Nate Burdick
Ushers:
Jeremy Eickhoff & Marcus Olson
Tech Duty:
Josh Christian
Altar Guild:
Beth Schoolman & Julie Anderson
Offering Counters:
Tim Lavanger & Russ McBroom
Bread Baker:
Cheryl McCreary
Bread Deliverer:
Carl Hartness

Serving Sunday: (April 22, 2018)
Coffee Servers:
Jason & Kelly Kruger
Acolyte:
??
Elders:
Todd Schoolman & Nate Burdick
Ushers:
Mike Miller & Bob Strom
Tech Duty:
Travis Dorweiler
Altar Guild:
Laura Thurk & Brenda Richards
Offering Counters:
Heath & Danielle Brolsma
Bread Baker:
Charlotte Smith
Bread Deliverer:
Craig Smith

Serving Sunday: (April 29, 2018)
Coffee Servers:
Carla Claussen & Sandi Edenborg
Acolyte:
??
Elders:
Todd Schoolman & Nate Burdick
Ushers:
Travis Dorweiler & Paul Koosman
Tech Duty:
Josh Christian
Altar Guild:
Jill Larson & Gayle McGriff
Offering Counters:
Craig & Charlotte Smith
Bread Baker:
Julie Anderson
Bread Deliverer:
Janet Preus

April 3rd

Bruce & Jill Larson

Anniversary

April 4th

Mari Houck

Birthday

April 5th

Ruth Decker
Nora Bell

Birthday
Birthday

April 8th

Garry McCreary

Birthday

April 10th

Alexis Qualle

Birthday

April 11th

Kiley Lavanger
Nora Madson

Birthday
Birthday

April 12th

Arlys Edson

Birthday

April 14th

Jonathan Schultz

Birthday

April 15th

Kevin Skau

Birthday

April 17th

Jennifer Schaumburg

Birthday

April 21st

Janet Preus

Birthday

April 22nd

Tom & Brenda Richards
Bruce Larson

Anniversary
Birthday

April 23rd

Henry Rolf

Birthday

April 25th

Lydia DeBlois

Birthday

April 27th

Jean Small

Birthday

April 28th

Andrew Diemand
Andy & Elizabeth Madson
Paul Koosman

Birthday
Anniversary
Birthday

April 29th

Gayle McGriff

Birthday

April 30th

Jerry & LouAnn Jespersen
Debbie Cheek

Anniversary
Birthday

