
Digging Deeper: 
Read Matthew 18:23-35 

“Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a 

king who decided to bring his accounts up to date with 

servants who had borrowed money from him. In the pro-

cess, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him 

millions of dollars.” 

Unpack this story together: 

 What did the king want to do when his servant 

couldn’t pay back the money he had borrowed? 

 What did the servant do? 

 After being forgiven, what did the servant do with 

his fellow servant? 

 In our activity above, we had to breath more when 

we moved more, but it happened naturally. But 

here what is the thing we have to be able to do 

more of? (answer: Forgive) 

 What do we need more of, in order to be able to 

forgive more? (Brainstorm, but help them see that 

being reminded of how much God has forgiven us, 

helps us to be able to forgive more) 

 End by remembering the question that Jesus is 

answering with this parable. Go around and share 

one way that you are going to put this lesson into 

action (what are you going to choose to forgive 

this week?). 

Activity: 
Forgiveness Game 

Materials for the teacher: bright-colored paper & a 

hat/container 

1) Cut the paper into 3" x 5" cards. 

2) Write each of the following scenarios on a differ-

ent card: 
• Your mom has to change a promise to do some-

thing fun. 
• Your friend loses your favorite video. 
• Someone accidentally pushes you. 
• Someone tells a lie about you. 
• Someone says something mean about you. 
• Someone cuts the hair off your favorite doll. 

• Someone takes your turn in a game. 
• Someone puts chewing gum in your hair. 
• Someone hits you hard. 
• You are not invited to a party. 
• Someone whispers a secret and won’t tell you. 
• Your mom gives away one of your favorite toys. 

3) On the back of each card write one of the follow-

ing: 
• Hop twice on one foot. 
• Take one giant step. 
• Take two baby steps. 
• Hop two hops on both feet. 
• Take two steps. 

4) Place all of the cards into the hat. 

Instructions 

1) Have the children stand in a line as if lining up for 

a race. 

2) Explain to the children that they will play the For-

giving Game. 

3) Place a piece of masking tape about 10’ in front of 

the children as a finish line. 

4) Choose a child to go first. Have her take a card out 

of the hat. 

5) Read the scenario to her. 

6) Have her decide whether or not she will forgive 

someone if this happens to her. 

7) If she does forgive, she may do whatever it says on 

the back of the card. Have her say the words, “I 

forgive you” before advancing. 

8) If she does not want to forgive then she must stay 

where she is. 

Conclusion: Why do we need to forgive others? 

(Because God forgives us.) What did you learn from 

playing our game? (To remember to always forgive.) 


