
Digging Deeper: 

Definition of ‘Controversy’ per Miriam Webster: a discussion 

marked especially by the expression of opposing views 

Read 1 Timothy 2:8-15 

What are some parts of this Scripture that might cause  

controversy? 

Bible study is different from Bible reading. When we read the 

Bible it is normal for people to apply their own experiences and 

understanding in defining vocabulary and statements. When we 

study, we want to keep 3 things in mind: 

1. Context of the verse (What is the subject matter surround-

ing this verse?) 

2. Original conditions (Original time, Original Place,  Original 

People, Original Language—what can I learn about  the 

meaning from understanding these factors?) 

3. How it aligns with other Scripture passages (Is the meaning 

in agreement throughout Scripture?) 

Challenge: Take one controversial part of this passage and seek 

to study it out. Even with study, you may find differing views on 

meaning.  Even the most learned and acclaimed spiritual men 

had differing opinions on many passages but stood firm on the 

truth that Jesus  is our Savior. 

Activity: 

Stand Where You Stand 

As a family (or with friends), do the following exercise. 

Draw an imaginary line on the floor traveling from one side of the 

room to the other. It’s important that this imaginary line be cleared in 

order for people to be able to stand at any point along this line. Next, 

read the following statements or questions one by one. Each time, 

everyone will choose to stand along the line based on where they 

stand on the issue. For instance, the question could be what do you 

prefer: football or soccer? You would designate one end of the line to 

be 100% football and the other end to be 100% soccer. People would 

then choose based on their own opinion, where along the line they 

stood, if they’re indifferent to the options (they love both options 

equally or love neither), they would stand exactly in the middle. The 

final step is to ask everyone to state where they are standing (I’m ex-

actly halfway) and why they are standing there (I love football and soc-

cer equally). These statements are not designed to solve the church’s 

problems, rather to create some dialogue and show how it’s difficult 

sometimes to agree on things. Try to allow your kids to share honestly 

why they chose where to stand. 

• We should sing more hymns in church (one end fully agrees, the 

other end fully disagrees) 

• Church attendance is necessary if I am really a Christian 

• We should follow everything the Bible tells us to do 

• The Bible can be fully trusted 


