Project Update October 2016

Transform: The Challenge
We began the Transform initiative in March 2015. That means we are halfway there. At that
time we received pledges of just over $900,000. As of September 30 we have received gifts
of $595,082. With an estimated cost of $5.2 million for our project, we are well on the way!
First of all, we thank you for your generous response to the Transform initiative!
Our funding plan is to raise another $300,000 in pledges and gifts, and to take out a construction
loan for the remainder of the project cost. We encourage you to give to the Transform fund
by giving over and above your regular tithes and offerings. Most new gifts will probably be
given as eighteen-month pledges, but we know there will be some individuals who prefer
to give gifts in the form of stocks, estate gifts, property, trusts, and other gifts-in-kind. Please
contact Pastor Jim or the church office for more information about any of this.

For those with current pledges:
Again, thank you! We are grateful for your generosity and depend upon it to meet our
funding goals. Please review your pledge and do all you can to keep it current and active.
You will be given an opportunity on Nov. 5/6 to reaffirm or adjust your commitment to our
project. If you have already paid off your pledge, please consider if the Lord would have you
give an additional gift also. Your generosity will enable us to finish the course.
For those who have joined our church family in the last 18 months:
We want you to have an opportunity to participate in the second half of our initiative and
to grow in your faith. We would love to answer any questions you have. Please speak to any
pastor or elder for more information. We are also planning two sermons in late October
for a further update, followed by an opportunity to make an eighteen-month pledge on
the weekend of Nov. 5/6. Thank you in advance for prayerfully considering your part in our
facility expansion project.
Important TRANSFORM Initiative Dates
Oct. 22/23 – Transform Update Sermon #1
Oct. 29/30 – Transform Update Sermon #2
Nov. 5/6 - Commitment Weekend (Pledges received)

“Do not be conformed to this world, but BE TRANSFORMED by
the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is,
that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” - Romans 12:2
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Transform: The NEED
In September we concluded our nine-month study of the book of Hebrews. The
importance of faith has been permanently etched on my heart! In fact, we learned that
“Without faith it is impossible to please God.” (Hebrews 11:6) There are many “facets”
to our faith...from our initial prayer of faith for salvation, to following Christ through
baptism, to responding to trials through faith, to developing a heart of generosity.
Transform is a three-year generosity and discipleship initiative designed to lift up the name
of Christ, and to invest greater levels of resources in being Great Commission disciples in our
church, our community, and our world. God is directing us to step out in faith to expand out.
The word TRANSFORM comes from Romans 12:2, where Paul speaks of how God changes us
into the image of His Son. And how He wants to transform us, our friendships, our marriages,
and our families so that in turn He can use us to transform our community and the world.
For example, we had the privilege of baptizing nineteen people at the Family Reunion in
August. Many of these individuals were introduced to us through ReEngage. One of those is
pictured above.

This is a defining moment in our church’s history. God is directing us to step out in faith
and to elevate our impact for Him. We are convinced God is leading us to increase our
commitment to making disciples, and along with that to enlarge our facilities to make
room for more people. It’s a big dream, but we’ve got a big God!
Although the church is not a building, facilities can hinder or assist growing communities
in living out their mission. For the last six years, we have averaged 10% growth annually!
God is bringing us new people and we want to be faithful stewards of these ministry
opportunities!
By the way, our space needs are NOT just during the weekend services! We have also
outgrown our space throughout the week. On Tuesdays, the facility is used by MOPS.
On Wednesdays, it is used by AWANA. On Thursdays, our facilities are used by the Food
Bank and by Re-Engage. All of these ministries have outgrown our current facilities as well.
We believe it is time to expand to maximize our ministry for the Lord!
An expanded facility will include:
• A larger worship center (with seating for 400) that enables us to accommodate growth
without having to strain our volunteers and staff by adding additional weekend services
• Improved childcare spaces located in one area and with a centralized check-in
location convenient for new guests to find
• Improved facades facing all bordering streets providing greater visibility to the
community, and multiple entrances to alleviate foyer crowding outside of services
• Expanded parking areas
May we continue to step forward in faith and in obedience to the Lord as He continues to
grow this community of transformed people!

The PLAN

The expanded facility will be more welcoming to the community and will add an entrance on Veteran’s
Drive, improving flow before and after services. The west facade features a prominent steeple with
a cross. The main level features a larger and more attractive Worship Center with seating for 400+.
It also increases our space for fellowship with an expanded foyer. The lower level provides improved
and centralized children’s spaces, making them more visitor friendly.

