
 May 21, 2020 
 

 

Dear Lake City Church Family,  

Your spiritual, physical and emotional health are of utmost importance to us. For that reason, our staff, elders, 

and Re-Opening Task Force have been working hard to get ready to resume worship services and the ministries 

of our church. We are so excited to see you again and worship together with you. And of course we want to 

make sure we re-open in the safest way possible.   

Thank you to all who responded to the Re-Opening Survey last weekend. It was very helpful to have that input 

from you!  We are taking the information you supplied into consideration as we make our plans. That being 

said, we understand that many may not feel ready to come back quite yet, and we completely understand. We 

recognize that many also have underlying health concerns that may put them in a higher risk group, or they may 

just want to be cautious.  

Be assured that our teams poured much time and resources into our online ministry over the last couple months 

with a long-term vision in mind, and thus we will continue to provide our worship services online indefinitely. 

People all over the community and country will be able to watch. Our beloved church members will remain able 

to participate. Smaller groups can enjoy gathering in homes to watch together in smaller venues. In fact, maybe 

more than ever, you should really consider joining a small group if you are not currently in one. Please contact 

lakecity@LC3.com to join a small group right away! 

But, for those who can gather when we are able to resume services, here is the plan. Please refer to the four-

phase re-opening plan that goes along with this explanation. First, be aware that this phasing plan is aligned with 

the governor’s phased re-opening plan. While dates are assigned to each phase, these are best guesses based 

upon the proper health conditions for moving to the next phase. Also, it is worth noting that the guidelines given 

us by the state could be altered at any time. So we need to be flexible. By phase, here is what we are looking at: 

Phase 1: We are currently here and conducting all services and ministries online. Please join us online if you are 

able! We realize many of you are becoming “zoom fatigued” so we look forward to moving to the next phase 

ASAP. We really long to be able to minister to each other in person! While “doing church online” provides a 

way to temporarily worship together, it limits us from fulfilling our biblical directives that can only be done 

when we are able to be together in person. 

Phase 2: The earliest possible date for this phase is June 1 according to Gov. Inslee. When phase two begins we 

will be able to gather with up to five guests per week outside of our immediate family. During this phase we are 

looking at possible worship gatherings in homes for those who are interested. For those who aren’t in small 

groups we encourage you to join a small group or invite a friend or two to worship with you. Small groups, 

youth ministry, and Bible studies with limited numbers can gather or continue to meet online. In person 

counseling and small prayer gatherings will resume at phase two. 

Phase 3: The earliest possible date for this phase is June 22 according to Gov. Inslee. Worship services will 

resume but no more than 50 people per service venue. We have an average worship service attendance of about 

800 per weekend (including children) so this is the hardest part of our reopening plan. We are looking into the 

possibility of having a worship venue in the gym as well as the worship center, and multiple worship services. 

Another possibility is to take reservations for those who want to return. But this will be hard. All those details 

are yet to be determined. We will not be able to offer on-campus children’s programing at this time. Families 

will be encouraged to attend church together. Small groups, Bible studies, and youth group will be able to gather 

again up to the limit of 50 persons. Also, for your protection we are developing new enhanced sanitation 

regimens that prevent the transmission of germs. There is still much to be figured out, but we have time to do 

that so stay tuned. 



 

Phase 4: The earliest possible date for this phase is July 13 according to Gov. Inslee. Worship gatherings of 

more than 50 people will resume as well as continued online worship services. Children’s ministries may not 

resume until September since we will have new protocols and need to find many new volunteers to staff the 

nursery and classrooms. Please let Niki Oury or Krystal Beadle know (lakecity@LC3.com) if you would like to 

volunteer since many of our past volunteers are in the more vulnerable age group.    

I know that “Blessed are the flexible” was not one of our Lord’s beatitudes, but this is a time for gracious 

flexibility. ☺ As a leadership team we are diligently praying, researching, and striving to hear God’s voice to us. 

But we also expect that we will be making adjustments on the fly and that we will have to give plenty of updates 

as conditions change.  

I must admit that some of us are chafing a bit about how restrictive the governor’s phasing plan is for churches! 

We have been, and plan to be cooperative with the phases and timelines he has currently established. But we are 

also exploring all of our options should those timelines get adjusted. We believe there is both a biblical 

precedence (Acts 4:29) and constitutional basis (First Amendment & Bill of Rights) for this. We also believe we 

are called to be in submission to the government (Romans 13:1). There is clearly a tension here that we need 

God’s wisdom to reconcile in our particular situation.  

Some have asked if we will be doing parking lot worship services. The short answer is no. Since we have 

limited volunteers, we plan to give our energy and attention to quality online services. However, there will be 

special events scheduled in the parking lot so please look for more information about these.  

In the future weeks we will also be able to give you more information as to how we can minister to our more 

vulnerable members. Please do be aware that the CDC recommends that those with underlying health concerns 

or who are over the age of 65 should plan to stay home and not attend larger gatherings until phase four. We 

trust you to weigh this advice and we do not plan to check your ID’s (for age) when we do regather! ☺  

One other thing that is clear is that our worship gatherings will be different than what we are accustomed to. 

That is okay although not comfortable at times. The church in every period of history and in every part of the 

world has had to adapt, often a LOT! By God’s grace we will do that with His help. ☺  

Will you please pray with us for our leadership team as we work through our reopening plan for Lake City? And 

please pray faithfully for our governing authorities as directed in 1 Timothy 2:2. Please also pray for the unity of 

the Lake City Church family. These are highly emotional issues that by nature are matters of personal 

conviction. Please read Romans 14 this week and join me in praying that we will be protected from division as 

we walk through the reopening of our beloved church. Let’s pray for health and safety too, but I want to 

emphasize that love and unity are just as important as health and safety.  

We know this is all so different. The goal of all of this is that we can meet together and minister to each other 

without causing an outbreak, while living with full trust in God, and making Jesus look beautiful! Again, please 

pray for all the above. Also, please join us this Sunday, May 24, at 7:00 pm for a Facebook Live Town Hall 

event to explain more and answer your questions about our reopening plan. 

 

In Christ’s love, 

 

Pastor Jim for the Elders and the Re-Opening Task Force 

 


