
Are you ready? Be Prepared 

Pastor Jim preached on Luke 12:35-40. A great practice for you to teach your children is that of 
identifying the different characters in Jesus’ parables. Even better is to try placing yourself into the 
parable... which character am I in this story? Is that the character I want to be? 

Read Luke 12:39-40 

But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he[h] would not 
have left his house to be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.” 

Go around and consider who each character represents... then ask everyone to place themselves into 
the story. Also, are there unnamed characters to consider? (is there anyone else in the house?) 

Master of the house: 
Thief: 
Son of Man: 

Notes:  
1. Feel free to think about a different activity your family likes to do that you need to get ready 

for and apply. 
2. With state parks opening up actually take your family on a hike and share the object lesson as 

you go. 

Have you ever gone hiking before?  I love to go hiking.  I just think there is nothing better than being 
outdoors and seeing everything God created. One thing hiking can teach us is how to prepare.  If we 
want to make it through a hiking trip, there are certain things we need to bring and do. 

*Brainstorm as a family what things you would need to get ready to go for a family hike. Have each 
family member share why they need it. 

Ideas: I have a flashlight, for when it gets dark.  A map and compass, so I don’t get lost.  I have 
food and water, to keep me strong.  And sunscreen and warm socks to protect me. 

Connect: You know, if you think about it, we should always be prepared for other things too.  It’s 
not just about hiking.  You could be prepared for a test, or for a football game, or even a party. But 
there is one thing that is more important than anything else: Meeting Jesus. 

Just like when we go hiking, there are things we should have to be ready  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25490h


Flashlight- We might not need an actual flashlight, but we do need a light to follow. The Bible says 
that Jesus is the light of the world.  So if we get stuck in a bad place, lost in the dark of sin, all we 
have to do is look for the light of Jesus. 
Compass and Map- Prayer is like this.  When we pray, we are staying pointed in the right direction, 
directed right to Jesus. 
Water & Food- Just like water and food is nourishment to our bodies when we read the Bible, that is 
nourishment to our souls.  It helps to keep us strong as followers of Jesus, so when times get tough, 
we are ready. 
Sunscreen and socks- To keep us protected.  When we have the Holy Spirit living in us, we don’t have 
to worry, because we are protected. 
Jesus talks about being prepared a few times in the Bible.  We never know when we will meet Jesus, 
but no matter when that is, if it’s in two seconds from now, or 100 years from now, we need to be 
ready. Just like you wouldn’t want to go on a hike without all the proper equipment, we don’t want to 
meet Jesus with our hearts all wrong.  We want to be living the life He asked us to live.   


