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“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,

on them has light shone . . .
For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given;

and the government shall be upon His shoulder,
and His name shall be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

Isaiah 9:2,6

The word advent literally means “coming into place” or “arrival”. Of
course, what’s coming into place, what’s arriving, is the promised
Messiah, the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords. May this guide help you
focus your prayers this advent season, anticipating the arrival of Jesus.



Nov 28
Hope

Scripture: "For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from 

Him. He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be 

shaken.” (Psalm 62:5-6)

If you are using an advent wreath and lighting the advent candles, then 

week 1 is called the Prophecy Candle or Candle of Light. Week one of 

advent also represents HOPE. Psalm 20 reminds us that some put their 

trust in chariots or horses (Psalm 20:7), but we are to put our trust in the 

Lord. Where is your hope this advent season? Is your hope in the stock 

market, in our government, in your favorite blogger or podcaster, or even in 

a pastor or spiritual leader? Jesus alone is the hope of the world. We 

celebrate His birth – the Incarnation – because it represents God becoming 

flesh. This advent season, be reminded that Jesus is your rock and your 

salvation. He is your fortress. And because of Jesus, you need not be 

shaken.

Prayer: "Father God, thank you for sending your Son, Jesus. Thank you, 

that because you sent the light of Jesus into the darkness (Isaiah 9:2), we 

now have HOPE and HOPE eternal. Lord, I pray that others would be 

drawn to that light this Advent season. I pray that others will experience the 

HOPE that we find in Jesus. Lord, I pray especially for those this Christmas 

season that are feeling hopeless because of health, or relationships, or 

finances, or whatever else might be discouraging them: may they turn to 

Jesus, and may the God of all HOPE fill them with joy and peace, by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for your neighbors to find HOPE in Jesus this Christmas

2. Pray that God will use LC3 this advent season to spread the hope 

and light of Jesus.



Nov 29
Waiting

Scripture: "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Emmanuel.” 

(Isaiah 7:14)

From the third chapter of the Old Testament to the first chapter of the New 

Testament, people of faith waited for the coming of Jesus the Messiah. 

Thousands of years waiting for the fulfillment of prophecy converged in a 

manger in the city of Bethlehem. While they looked forward, we look back 

knowing the promise of waiting was fulfilled. When God invites us to wait 

patiently for His promises, we will never be disappointed. Now we wait with 

all of God’s people for the second coming of the King of Kings and Lord of 

Lords. This, too, is a great promise. We can sing the last stanza of the 

great Christmas hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”: “O come, O King of 

nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind. Bid all our sad divisions 

cease; and be yourself our King of Peace.”

Prayer: "Thank you, Lord, that all the promises of God are ‘yes’ and 

‘amen’. The one who spoke the universe into existence also speaks 

unbreakable promises. Thank you that you are sovereign, wise, and good. 

We bless you for the glorious future you promise to all who know you. And 

we look forward to that great promise culminating in our eternal future with 

you. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for our hearts to overflow with the joy for God’s promises 

fulfilled, and expectant hope for those to be fulfilled when Jesus 

comes again

2. Pray for LC3 to be a church that celebrates with great joy Jesus’ first 

coming, and that lives victoriously with the knowledge that He will 

come again



Nov 30
The one 

necessary 
thing

Scripture: "But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are anxious 

and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has 

chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.’” (Luke 

10:41-42)

“How can I have a successful day today?” This is the question that often 

pops in our minds each morning. For Martha, having a successful day 

looked like serving her guest, Jesus. It was a noble task, and one she 

should have been proud of. However, Martha believed that doing things for

God was more important than being with God. Even at our best, when our 

motives are pure and we want to serve God by being a good spouse, 

parent, or employee, we must not forget that these tasks in and of 

themselves are meaningless if we are disconnected from God. Jesus 

reminds us that there is only one necessary thing: dwelling in the presence 

of God. When we prioritize this one thing, all other things will fall into place.

Prayer: "God, forgive me for the times when I have tried to find my value in 

what I do, rather than finding my value in you. Even with all of the 

busyness of life, I recognize that you are the only thing that I need. Thank 

you that when I put you first, you allow my life to fall into place. Help me to 

prioritize time with you each and every day. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for the Lord to provide opportunities for you to pause this busy 

season and to experience His presence

2. Pray that many would experience the Savior’s presence at LC3 this 

advent season



Dec 1
It would have 
been enough

Scripture: "And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in 

swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for 

them in the inn.” (Luke 2:7)

Recently I learned a Hebrew term and concept that has fascinated me and 

caused me to consider more closely how I thank the Lord for His many 

blessings. The word is dayenu (dye-AY-noo), and it is a word repeated 15 

times in a Passover song that commemorates how God led the Israelites 

out of Egypt, through the wilderness and into the Promised Land, and 

established the Temple. The stanzas are read one at a time, and the 

participants respond, "Dayenu" meaning “it would have been enough”. In 

other words, if God had blessed His people with this miracle but no others, 

it would have been sufficient for us to thank, to praise, and to glorify Him.

Our attitudes are often not that of dayenu. How often do we forget to pause 

and to notice that we are exactly where God wants us? Dayenu is a 

reminder never to forget all the miracles in our lives. When we wait 

impatiently or anxiously for the next blessing or miracle, we may miss how 

God has already worked – or wants to work – in and through us, to sanctify 

us and to bless others.

Prayer: "Lord, may we be your grateful servants. Please cultivate in us an 

attitude of reverent thankfulness for the many blessings you have already 

showered on us, first and foremost of which is our salvation in Christ. May 

we actively seek more reasons and opportunities to be grateful, to say 

‘Dayenu.’ Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray that God would make you aware of a blessing you have taken 

for granted, and use that opportunity to give thanks

2. Pray that our church body would be grateful this Christmas season 

for all that we have



Dec 2
Light

Scripture: "Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’” 

(John 8:12) 

Isaiah 9:2 foretells the coming of Jesus. “The people who walked in 

darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, on them has light shone.” Jesus declared that He was that light. 

And if we have Jesus, we no longer have to dwell in darkness. Following 

Jesus means living a life in the light; filled with the light of His love and 

sanctifying power. Jesus reminded us in Matthew 5:15 of the purpose of 

light, “Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, 

and it gives light to all in the house.” Allow Jesus to fill you, that He may 

filter out to those around you; and that those in darkness may see the light 

of Jesus Christ in you. 

Prayer: "Jesus, Light of the world, thank you for bringing light into my life. 

Thank you for your forgiveness and salvation. Lord, examine my heart and 

mind. Overtake any darkness trying to hide. Fill me completely. Allow your 

light to shine through me to others. Let me be a vessel of light as I live this 

life. May your light continually fill me and flow through me. I love you, 

Jesus. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for opportunities to share the light of Jesus with someone this 

Christmas season

2. Pray daily for someone by name that you want to start following 

Jesus 



Dec 3
Refuge

Scripture: "Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Rise, take the child and His 

mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is 

about to search for the child, to destroy Him.’” (Matthew 2:13)

Jesus, the Son of God, was a refugee! Warned in a dream, Joseph took 

Mary and Jesus and fled to Egypt. They left their homeland to escape from 

a despotic king who would not tolerate any threat to his reign. God the 

Father’s plan to protect the life of Jesus was to have Him flee to a foreign 

land. What a humble and humiliating beginning for our Savior! The writer of 

Hebrews says that we have a High Priest (Jesus) who can sympathize with 

our weaknesses. 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees most recently 

estimated that, by the end of 2020, for the first time in recorded history, the 

number of people forcibly displaced is now 82.4 million, and over 26.4 

million are refugees. Our own Savior and His earthly mother and father 

were one with these displaced and vulnerable people. The Bible tells us in 

Matthew 25:31-46 that whenever we love the least of these, we display our 

love for Jesus Himself. Let our season be marked by prayer, empathy, and 

service to the least of these.

Prayer: "Lord, as I reflect on the joys of this Christmas season, help me to 

remember the sorrows of many in this world who are displaced as 

refugees. Show me what you might be calling me to do in response to this 

need. Open my heart and open my eyes. How amazing that my Savior was 

once a refugee as well. Truly, you emptied yourself when you came upon 

this earth. Show me how to love the least of these. May your church love 

the displaced and the dispossessed in such a way that you are made 

known. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Let my heart be broken with the things that break the heart of God

2. Pray for our church’s potential outreach to Afghan refugees through 

Samaritan’s Purse Afghan Family Sponsorship program



Dec 4
The 

beginning of 
a great 

promise

Scripture: "And He will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is 

cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. He will 

swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all 

the earth, for the Lord has spoken.” (Isaiah 25:7-8)

It’s amazing when we read clear promises of the incredible future that the 

Gospel would usher in with the birth of Christ – hundreds of years before 

the promise would start to come to life. God declared a promise in Isaiah: 

that death will come to an end. He revealed His bold plan to remove death 

and the sorrows and tears that accompany it. We’re not told in this 

passage how He’ll do it or when He will – just that He will. 

This passage isn’t written poetically, allegorically, or symbolically – it’s 

startlingly straight forward. God will end the common occurrence of death 

that has afflicted humanity ever since we rejected God’s way and 

embraced a lie. Whenever we read the words, “for the Lord has spoken” 

we should immediately pause and reread the passage because God has 

just declared something that’s extremely important; and He wants us to 

know that His power and authority will bring to pass what He’s just 

declared. In this case, it’s the astounding, mind-blowing pledge that He is 

going to remove death forever. There is coming a time when God’s people 

no longer shall die! What a promise! 

The birth of Jesus takes this great promise from Isaiah and gives it breath 

and life. We now know the how and the when of this promise. His birth was 

the first tangible moment in fulfilling this passage’s promise. His death and 

resurrection demonstrate the power of how He would fulfill this promise. 

Now we await His return and reign to experience the full completion of this 

awesome promise!

Prayer: "Father God, we thank you for making this promise long ago, and 

we thank you that with Christmas we celebrate that you are a God who 

keeps His promises. Father, help us to trust you and all the promises 

you’ve made. Help us to celebrate the coming of Jesus at Christmas, and 

the great hope and future He brings us. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for your heart to be filled with hope – hope from the knowledge 

of the eternal life we have in Jesus

2. Pray for those who have experienced death in their families this year; 

that their season would be marked with sorrow at their loss, but also 

joy in the knowledge that one day God will put an end to death



Dec 5
Faith

Scripture: "Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction 

of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

Advent’s second week focuses on faith. Human beings desire certainty. We 

want to know things beyond a shadow of a doubt. If, for example, someone 

tells us they are going to pay us for something, we don’t want a vague IOU; 

we want to know the exact details of when and how we will receive that 

payment. 

Christians often use the word “faith” as something that is not certain. We 

believe, for example, that faith is used to bridge the gap of things we 

cannot prove. We say things like, “Oh, we just have to have faith in that 

circumstance” – almost shrugging our shoulders when we say it.

But Hebrews 11:1 defines faith with very concrete language. It defines faith 

as the “assurance” of things hoped for. The Greek word used for 

“assurance” means “a firm foundation” like that of a building. It uses the 

word “conviction” which can also be translated as “evidence.” Hebrews 

11:1 is telling us that our faith is not something we have to shrug our 

shoulders over because there is no proof. Rather, our faith is grounded in 

something certain – or rather SOMEONE certain. Dr. Tony Evans noted, 

“Faith is acting like God is telling the truth.” There is nothing more certain in 

this world than God, who is ever faithful. And because He is the anchor and 

foundation of our faith, we can live in this world with lives of certainty. 

Prayer: "Father God, thank you for your faithfulness. Thank you for being 

the anchor of our souls. Thank you for the firm foundation we have in you, 

and in all you have done through your people throughout history. Thank 

you that in a world of doubt and uncertainty, you are the surest, strongest, 

and steadiest of rocks. You are my rock and my fortress. May I ever stand 

firm in you and your Word. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for a strengthening of your faith and your convictions; pray God 

would remove any and all doubts in your heart

2. Pray for daily time in the Word of God – faith comes from hearing, 

and hearing from the Word of God



Dec 6
He holds all 

things 
together

Scripture: "He is the image of the invisible God, the first born of all 

creation. For by Him all things were created in heaven and on earth, visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all 

things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things 

and in Him all things hold together.” (Colossians 1:15-17)

We take for granted the existence of an all-pervasive force called gravity. A 

pole vaulter does not have to worry that if he overdoes his thrust he will fly 

off into space. Gravity keeps loose objects and the atmosphere from 

drifting away. Gravity keeps the entire known physical universe together. 

We can calculate it and measure its force on an object (it’s weight), but 

there is no explanation for it. We all have a general idea that everything 

around us (including our own physical bodies) are composed of super 

small particles called atoms and molecules. Our particles are held together 

by electric forces for which we have no understanding. We call these 

unexplainable forces fundamental properties of all known matter. But 

scripture tells us they are provided by the One who created everything in 

the beginning.

Romans tells us: “For ever since the world was created, people have seen 

the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see His 

invisible qualities – His eternal power and divine nature. So they have no 

excuse for not knowing God.” (Romans 1:20 NLT) This advent season, 

think of the unfathomable step down it was for Christ – who holds all things 

together – though He was God to take on the form of a servant being born 

in the likeness of men (Philippians 2:7).

Prayer: "Thank you, Lord, for revealing yourself to us through what you 

have created. Thank you for sending your Son who with you created and 

maintains the universe. Thank you for becoming a humble servant to 

provide us a way to have eternal life with you. Thank you that we can see a 

bit of your unimaginable greatness in your creation. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for someone who’s world maybe feels like it is falling apart. 

Pray that they would lean fully into the One who holds all things 

together.

2. Pray for our brothers and sisters living in places where they are 

persecuted for their faith. Pray that the one who created everything 

would be ever present, especially in this season. 



Dec 7
Weakness

Scripture: "For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, 

insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then 

I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:10)

Our Western culture has made much of the power of positive thinking, self-

help philosophy, and the “Pull yourself up by your bootstraps” mentality. 

While there isn’t anything inherently wrong with such phrases, these 

statements subtly communicate that on our own, we have the strength to 

accomplish whatever our hearts desire. But the way of Jesus gives us an 

alternative method. Someone once said, “When I thought I could do 

everything, I could do nothing. And now that it seems to me I can no longer 

do anything, I am beginning to be able to do everything in He who 

strengthens me”. For the Christ follower, the way to strength, power, and 

success is found in weakness. When we make ourselves weak, Christ 

becomes our one and only source of strength.

Prayer: "God, I recognize that I often try to do this life on my own. But 

because of you, I don’t have to. Help me to give up my own desires and 

efforts and replace them with your desires for me. Thank you for being my 

strength. Help me always to lean on you in my weaknesses. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for those who especially this time of year feel weak 

(emotionally, spiritually, physically); that they would find their strength 

in the Lord

2. Pray for your own contentment this advent season 



Dec 8
Trust

Scripture: "And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, 

O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek you.” (Psalm 9:10) 

The definition of trust is “firm belief in the reliability, truth, ability, or strength 

of someone or something”. We often build trust in knowing, in experience. 

This verse reminds us that trust in the Lord comes from knowing Him, from 

seeking Him. If you desire your trust to grow, spend time with the One in 

whom we all can trust completely. In Jeremiah 29:13, God assures us of 

His availability. “You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all 

your heart.” In Psalm 112:7 we see when we know the character of God we 

need not fear, even the bad news. “He is not afraid of bad news; his heart 

is firm, trusting in the LORD.” Set your eyes upon the character of God, 

and remind yourself of His truth. GROW in TRUST. 

Prayer: "Lord, you say perfect love casts out fear and I can trust in you. 

Help me to see your face; show me and remind me of who you are. Allow 

my heart to see your truth. Lord, examine me in the places where I am 

holding back in uncertainty. Help me to surrender those places to you. 

There is nothing on earth I can put my trust in, nothing that is for me like 

you are. Help me to leave behind the things of this world I cling to and to 

put my trust in. I give it all to you. I need you Lord. I love you, Lord. I trust 

you, Lord. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for a heart whose greatest desire is to know God more fully and 

completely

2. Pray for the Lord to grow your trust in Him, in His Word, and in His 

plans

3. Pray for the faith to trust God completely, even if He calls you to walk 

a difficult road



Dec 9
Bearing fruit

Scripture: "Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 

itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I 

am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he 

it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing . . . By this 

my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 

disciples.” (John 15:4-5,8)

This discourse in John 15 begins with an allegory about vines and 

branches. This was something very familiar to the disciples – vineyards! 

Jesus spoke this analogy as a lesson in bearing fruit. Our Lord desires for 

us to bear fruit. That is, our lives become marked by a consistent display of 

the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-24). Jesus is working in our lives to 

enable us to bear more fruit. Sometimes He even prunes things in our lives 

that are a hindrance to being fruitful for Him. 

But notice the importance of abiding in Christ. We cannot bear fruit unless 

we are abiding or dwelling in relationship with Him; it is impossible, 

according to Jesus. This requires that we read His Word and obey it. It 

requires a daily commitment to remain in His will.

And when we bear fruit, it demonstrates that we are true disciples, and it 

brings glory to God. It’s God’s will for us to bear much fruit. What would 

that look like for us this season?

Prayer: "Father God, thank you that you desire us to abide in you. Holy 

Spirit, thank you that you abide in us. Lord, use your Word and the leading 

of your Spirit to cleanse us. Lord, show me what is in my life that you want 

to prune. What would you like to do in my life in order for me to bear even 

more fruit for you and your kingdom? May I live in such a way this 

Christmas season that you are brought much glory. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray that God would reveal areas of your life (your actions, thoughts, 

behaviors) that are hindrances to fruit-bearing

2. Pray for opportunities this season to display the fruits of the Spirit



Dec 10
Change

Scripture: "For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 

under heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

Who likes change? Some more than others. But during the Christmas 

season – a season of traditions – we often desire that our Christmas time 

be the “same as possible”. We want to watch the same movies, sing the 

same songs, eat the same foods, and observe the same holiday rituals and 

celebrations.   

After Jaci and I were married, we continued to spend Christmas with our 

families in Portland. Even when we moved to Dallas to attend seminary, we 

would fly home for Christmas. But when we moved to Colorado where I 

pastored a church, there was one Christmas we didn’t go home. I think it 

was primarily a financial decision that kept us from going home that year, 

but we made the best of the situation. There were so many events on the 

calendar with church, friends, and the kids' school activities, that it kept our 

minds off the fact that it was a different Christmas. 

That year, we drove up to Cedar Mesa, an altitude of around 8,000 feet. 

There weren’t any city lights to obscure the winter sky. The splendor of the 

night sky in the high desert of Colorado really made an impression! It 

brought to our minds what it might have been like for the shepherds on the 

night that Jesus was born. How interesting that this was the only Christmas 

for our nuclear family to be apart from the rest of our family, but it was one 

of the most memorable because of how the Lord reminded us of the first 

Christmas.

Maybe this Christmas is a different one for you. Maybe you are away from 

your family. Or there are other life circumstances causing you to change 

your traditions. Ask the Lord to meet you in these changes and to reveal 

what He wants to show you this year. He may have something memorable 

for you to experience!

Prayer: "God, thank you that even though life changes, you are the same 

yesterday, today, and forever. Thank you that amidst change, you can still 

show us new things, and grow us in new ways. May we fix our eyes on you 

amidst whatever transitions and changes we might be experiencing. Open 

our eyes to what you might be trying to teach us. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for faith to trust God in seasons of change

2. Pray for open hearts to discern what the Lord is teaching us this 

season



Dec 11
Submission

Scripture: "And Mary said, ‘Behold, I am the servant of the Lord: let it be to 

me according to your word.’” (Luke 1:38)

Imagine this unbelievable announcement from the angel Gabriel. An 

unmarried teenage girl betrothed in marriage was going to get pregnant in 

a way that never happened before and would never happen again. The 

Holy Spirit would bring life from Mary’s womb by the miraculous power of 

the Lord. This baby would be great and would be called the holy Son of 

God. And He would reign forever and have an endless kingdom. This 

announcement was overwhelming, unbelievable, and inconceivable – yet 

Mary submitted herself to the Lord. Mary’s submission to God and God’s 

way is an example for every one of us.

Prayer: "Lord, thank you for this amazing example of Mary’s submission to 

the will and way of God, even when she barely understood what it was all 

about. Give me the gift of such faith. When overwhelmed with the size of 

the task, or uncertain of how it will all come to pass, help me to yield myself 

to you. When faced with challenges, obstacles and opportunities, let my 

words be the same as Mary’s: ‘I am the servant of the Lord: let it be to me 

according to your word.’ Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for a humble, submissive heart that is always willing to walk in 

trust according to the plans of God

2. Pray for us to be a church that collectively says, “We are the 

servants of the Lord; let it be done to us according to your word”



Dec 12
Joy

Scripture: "If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just 

as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in His love. These 

things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 

may be full.” (John 15:10-11)

During the third week of advent, we focus on joy. Jesus wants you to be 

filled with joy and fully alive! There’s no greater joy than knowing you are 

valued, precious, and loved by God. But did you notice the first word? It is 

“If”. Why do you think He says this? This is about obedience. Jesus was 

(and is) perfectly obedient to God the Father. He modeled this behavior 

over and over again. And so, we have the answer set before us; that to 

experience abundant and overflowing joy – the same joy Jesus realized 

when He chose the cross for you and me – we must choose obedience. 

God’s full joy for us in this season is not found in the gifts we buy or 

receive, or in the festivities we attend. It is not even found in time spent 

with family and friends. Only by abiding in the deep, enduring, and endless 

love of Christ through our obedience to Him and His Word will our joy be 

made full. 

Prayer: "Lord God, thank you for your joy. Thank you for showing us the 

way to abundant life through your Word. May our greatest desire be to 

abide in you, to obey you, and to be filled with your joy. Help me to love 

and adore you above all other things. And help me to love others as you 

have loved me. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for opportunities to pray for and to serve others who may not be 

experiencing His joy this Christmas

2. Pray for us to have the faith to be obedient to whatever God is calling 

us to



Dec 13
A new heart

Scripture: "And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, 

‘Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and 

for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul 

also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.’” (Luke 2:34-35)

When Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to the temple to have Him 

dedicated, they received a sobering blessing. They were met by a faithful, 

Spirit-filled senior citizen named Simeon. He took baby Jesus in his arms 

believing he was holding the long-expected Savior. But the joy of this 

fulfilled promise would bring strife and conflict as well as the pierced soul of 

a mother. Simeon held this newborn Messiah and saw the future pain of 

Mary as she watched her son many years later dying an anguished death 

on a cross. For our salvation, Mary’s destiny was one of great pain 

watching her beloved son die as payment for the sins of the world and the 

means of salvation to all who would believe. Our Savior would suffer and a 

mother’s heart would break, so the hearts of men and women could 

receive by faith a new heart made spiritually alive because of this great 

sacrifice.

Prayer: "Lord, I recognize that it took much pain and sacrifice for me to 

receive a new heart. Souls were pierced in the process of Jesus fulfilling 

His mission to become my Savior. Thank you for reminding me of this. 

Please fill me with deep gratitude and appreciation for those who made 

great sacrifices. I offer myself to you as a living sacrifice. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for us to gladly sacrifice whatever is necessary for us to follow 

Jesus in total dedication

2. Pray for our willingness as a church to step out of our comfort zones 

for the sake of loving our neighbors well



Dec 14
Generosity

Scripture: "For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 

He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His 

poverty might become rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9)

'Tis the season for many of us to give or to volunteer more freely, but what 

is our motivation? Are we giving to feel better about ourselves, or because 

it's what we always do at Christmas time? In his letter to the church in 

Corinth, Paul discussed the effect the gospel should have on the way 

Christians understand generosity. Seeing Christ's sacrificial love for us –

that He gave up everything so that we could inherit the riches of heaven –

helps us to develop a healthy attitude toward our material possessions and 

to become people who are both generous and joyful. Understanding the 

riches we have already received in Christ not only liberates us from 

excessive concern over our wealth, talents and time, but also motivates us 

to invest them in the eternal kingdom of God.

Prayer: "Lord, you call us to recognize that everything we have is a gift 

from you; and that those gifts are to be used for your glory and to further 

Your kingdom. You call us caretakers of your gifts and truth (1 Peter 4:10; 1 

Corinthians 4:1). May we freely and generously share your truth and your 

material blessings to others out of this right heart attitude. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for the Lord to show you a person or family that you can bless 

this Christmas

2. Pray for a place to serve during this Christmas season, and for that 

service to come from a heart of gratitude



Dec 15
The present 

moment

Scripture: "Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 

making the best use of the time, because the days are evil.” (Ephesians 

5:15-16)

Time is precious. It is the one currency that all humans are allotted the 

same amount of each day. In our fast-paced culture, we treat the most 

important moment as the next moment. We are always looking for the next 

meeting, the next activity, and the next conversation. We have forgotten 

that the most important moment is the one we are currently in right now.  

Someone once said, “The divine moment is the present moment”. The 

present moment is where we listen, smile, hug, laugh, and cry. It is where 

we experience deep intimacy with our heavenly Father. When we are 

always looking to the next moment, we fail to operate as God intended us 

to in the present moment. In this season, let us treat each moment as a gift 

from God, seeking to be fully present in the moment He has given us.

Prayer: "God, forgive me for the times that I have spoiled the moment you 

have given me. In this season, teach me to be still. Teach me to be fully 

present in the moment you have placed me in, that I may love you fully and 

love my neighbor completely. May I look past all distractions to focus on 

you in the here and now. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for your calendar: that this advent season, it would reflect things 

that are most important to you

2. Pray that God would put a person or a family in your path this 

Christmas season for you to share the love of Christ with in a 

tangible way



Dec 16
Jesus’ joy

Scripture: "Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 

faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, 

and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2)

One of the most popular and most beloved Christmas carols is “Joy to the 

World.” The melody is upbeat, and the verses focus on the birth of the 

King. It alludes to the angelic chorus breaking out in song at the 

announcement to the shepherds. And for many people, there is joy in this 

season: time off from school, vacations from work, time with family and 

friends.

Hebrews 12:2 reminds us that there was joy in Jesus’ heart as well. On 

Christmas, Jesus left the riches of heaven for the poverty of earth – and did 

so knowing that the end of His human life was leading to the cross. And yet 

He willingly did so for the JOY set before Him: the joy of obedience to the 

Father, the joy of redeeming the world, the joy of loving His people. As we 

ponder this season, let us focus on Jesus’ joy; and may that joy enhance 

our own.

Prayer: "God, I thank you that in this season, there is much joy. Heaven 

and earth rejoice because we have received the King. Thank you for the 

wonder of your love. We praise you for what you came to earth to do – to 

redeem your world and your people. May our hearts overflow with joy this 

season – not because of the presents; not because of family time or 

traditions; not because of leisure time; rather, may our hearts overflow with 

joy because we have you. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for daily joy in a season of typical holiday busyness

2. Pray for opportunities to invite others to experience the joy of 

Christmas events



Dec 17
God’s 

personalized 
gift

Scripture: "Fear not, for behold: I bring you good tidings of great joy which 

shall be for all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11)

One of the most-used words during the Christmas season is the word "joy". 

Many of our favorite Christmas carols mention it. And yet, Christmas isn’t 

“the most wonderful time of the year” for some. The season can be hard for 

those who are struggling with relationship issues, financial issues, health 

issues, and all the other struggles that make life difficult.

The verses above have to be some of the most-quoted verses at 

Christmas time, and yet, we can miss what they mean for us personally.  

The angels declared “For unto you is born . . .” “Unto you”. Jesus came to 

you because there was no way you could get to Him, apart from Him. He 

died for your sins. He rose from the grave so that you could have victory 

over sin. The angels’ announcement was not just to the shepherds or to the 

world, but to YOU personally.

Amidst all the struggle of life, we can focus on all the negative things that 

impact us. But the Christmas story reminds us of the amazing blessings we 

personally have as well. And those blessings are far greater than any of the 

struggles. And when we focus on those riches we enjoy in Christ, “joy” 

certainly is the word that ought to describe our season.

Prayer: "Lord Jesus, thank you for leaving the riches of Heaven to come to 

earth to die for my sins. I believe you showed your power over Satan, sin, 

and death by rising again. Thank you for your personalized gift of salvation, 

and the joy of being forgiven. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for those we know who are struggling this season; pray for the 

opportunity to show them Christlike joy and love

2. Pray for non-believers in your life – that they would come to 

personally know Jesus



Dec 18
My soul 

magnifies the 
Lord

Scripture: "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior, for He has looked on the humble estate of His servant. For behold, 

from now on all generations will call me blessed; for He who is mighty has 

done great things for me, and holy is His name." (Luke 1:46-49)

One of my favorite things about the Christmas season is the music. I know 

I’m not alone. Music has a remarkable way of instantly taking us back to 

meaningful memories, including gatherings with family, caroling with 

friends, special concerts, Christmas Eve candlelight services, and other 

meaningful family traditions. But one of the reasons I love Christmas music 

– specifically, those that glorify God – is that it focuses my heart and mind 

on that which matters most: Jesus. The more I feast on the story of 

Christmas and the Incarnation, the more I’m drawn to praise Him for who 

He is and what He has done. 

This was true in Mary’s life as well. Mary had been visited by the angel 

Gabriel and was told that she would give birth to the Son of God. After 

initially wondering, “How could this be?” (and rightfully so!), Mary visited 

Elizabeth and experienced John the Baptist jumping for joy in Elizabeth’s 

womb, confirming what the angel Gabriel had told her. Mary saw the Lord 

do a wondrous, miraculous work in her life and joyfully broke out in one of 

the first songs of Christmas. 

What have you seen God do in your life recently? Has the Lord shown up 

in an undeniable way? Has He done something that is only possible 

through Him? May we respond with the song of Mary, “My soul magnifies 

the Lord . . . He has done great things for me.”

Prayer: "Lord Jesus, thank you for showing up in my life in ways that are 

only explained by you. Thank you for reminding me of what only you are 

capable of. Continue to show your amazing power in my life, and help me 

to respond with the same faith and amazement that Mary had. Help me to 

magnify you in response to your revealing yourself in my life. You have 

done great things for me, and I worship You! Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for time daily to praise God for who He is and for what He has 

done

2. Pray for opportunities to share examples to non-believing friends of 

the amazing ways God has worked in your life recently



Dec 19
Peace

Scripture: "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the 

world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 

them be afraid.” (John 14:27)

Today is the fourth Sunday of Advent with the focus on peace. 700 years 

before Jesus was born,  Isaiah prophesied that He would be called the 

Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). That word “peace” is the Hebrew word 

shalom. We commonly know “shalom” as a greeting of peace, but the word 

has a much deeper meaning. It’s not merely a greeting of friendship and 

good wishes. The full definition of the word “shalom” is really “perfection 

and wholeness” or “what ought to be”. Jesus is the Prince of Perfection. 

Jesus is the Prince of Wholeness. Jesus is the Prince of What Ought to Be. 

Jesus not only came to be peace, but also to leave peace. In the upper 

room, after observing the Passover with His disciples, knowing what the 

night beheld, Jesus said these words, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I 

give to you.” The word “peace” used there is also shalom. Jesus, who 

came to be the Prince of Peace, accomplished His purpose in setting 

everything the way it ought to be with His sacrificial death and His 

miraculous resurrection. Jesus restored everything that was wrong and 

broken by sin and made it right again. That is why He is the Prince of 

Peace.

Prayer: "Jesus, thank you that you came into this broken world to set 

everything right. Thank you for restoring our relationship with the Father. 

Thank you that you and you alone are our peace. And thank you for 

bringing peace that can take away all the troubles and fears of our hearts. 

With you, we can be at peace. Thank you. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for a heart of praise that Jesus is our peace

2. Pray for the Lord to reveal to us those troubling and fearful places in 

our hearts; and pray that He would bring peace into those places



Dec 20
Weary and 
burdened

Scripture: "Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 

you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and 

lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 

my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)

This season of advent comes to us at the end of a year full of toil. We look 

back on the burdens that we have carried this year – some successfully, 

some less so. We look forward to the holiday season: the family meals, the 

procurement of gifts for those we love, the return home from college of 

those dear to us, the putting up of holiday decorations. For many, the 

holiday season comes with its own burdens and toil. It’s enough for us to 

pine for a long winter’s nap.

Christ recognized our need for rest amidst the weariness and burdens that 

we face throughout the year. He invites us to come to Him to find rest for 

our weariness. He invites us into His yoke where He can teach us His 

character of gentleness and humility. As we absorb His teaching, we grow 

more gentle and humble in heart; and these fruits of the Spirit help us to 

carry our loads with renewed strength, and perhaps learn to pick up fewer 

unnecessary burdens. We will find only in Him true rest for our souls.

Prayer: "Jesus, I thank you for coming to Earth to be our savior and our 

example. I thank you for your invitation to share your yoke, and your 

willingness to lend your strength to help me shoulder the burdens of life. 

Teach me to be gentle and humble in heart. I come to you to find true rest 

for my soul, and in you and in you alone I am eternally satisfied. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for wisdom in knowing which of the burdens that we choose to 

carry are optional

2. Pray for gentleness and humility in interacting with other people that 

might be burdensome to us

3. Pray for diligence and joy in faithfully carrying the burdens that God 

has given us



Dec 21
Meek and 

lowly

Scripture: ". . . but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 

born in the likeness of men.” (Philippians 2:7)

Jesus, one with the Father, came to this earth 2,000 years ago as a 

human, a baby, and born in a manger. It was not the palace we imagine fit 

for royalty. Every moment, He lived as a servant, submitting His very life to 

redeem the world. How could we describe His birth, His life, and His death 

except as one marked by true humility? In John 8:28, Jesus says “I do 

nothing on My own initiative”. His own will and His own rights, He 

surrendered to His Father in Heaven. He emptied Himself.

After washing the disciples’ feet, the humble task of a servant, Jesus said, 

“For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have 

done to you” (John 13:15). How then should we live? What characteristic 

marks our lives for Christ? How can God be glorified in and through us? 

Andrew Murray said, “The highest glory of the creature is in being only a 

vessel, to receive and enjoy and show forth the glory of God. It can do this 

only as it is willing to be nothing in itself, that God may be all. Water always 

fills the lowest places. The lower, the emptier a man lies before God, the 

speedier and the fuller will be the inflow of the divine glory.”

Humility is not thinking poorly of ourselves, but rather thinking less of 

ourselves because we are focusing on the greatness of our God. This 

results in a sincere and full dependence on God for everything. Humility 

releases all pride and makes room for God to fill all the empty space. Christ 

came to that manger, to this world, to show us how to glorify our Father in 

Heaven. We, too, can empty ourselves, so it is no longer “I who live, but 

Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).

Prayer: "Lord, I confess that I am filled with pride, and that leaves very little 

room for you. Forgive me, and help me to release my own ideas; to release 

my desire to operate in my own strength; to release all bitterness and hurt. 

I trade my will for Yours alone. Thank you for Jesus and His humble 

example of a meek and lowly servant. Thank you that I am forgiven and 

made new. Please fill me with your power, your spirit, your grace, and your 

love. May the world see you alive and strong in me in increasing measure 

day by day. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for a heart of true humility that comes from an awareness of the 

greatness of our God 

2. Pray for God to be glorified through His church at LC3; and that LC3 

would be a place marked by Christlike humility



Dec 22
Silent

Scripture: "Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the 

nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” (Psalm 46:10)

One of the most-sung Christmas carols is the song “Silent night”. The song 

presents us a bit of a paradox. The lyrics speak of shepherds who are 

quaking because an angelic chorus broke out in song to rejoice at the 

announcement of Christ’s birth. The shepherds then hightailed it to 

Bethlehem to see Jesus, and then left loudly praising God for what they 

had seen. That’s not even mentioning the sound of the animals in the 

stable, the cries of a mother giving birth, or even the cries of a newborn 

child. What “silence” existed that night?

Psalm 46 offers a similar paradox. It speaks of roaring waters (v3), raging 

nations (v6), and the noises of war (v9). But v10 declares that we will be 

still – because we are to know God; we are to exalt Him in all the earth. 

What stops us in our tracks is the greatness of God. As loud as the world 

around us can get, all of that noise is lost in the greatness of God; and in 

the resulting praise of that God. The word “awestruck” – struck silent by 

awe – is the reaction we ought to have because of who God is and 

because of what He has done. And as we ponder the story of Christmas –

of God coming down to earth in order to live, to die, and to live again to 

reconcile us to Himself – silent awe is indeed the appropriate reaction.

Prayer: "Father God, thank you for who you are and for what you have 

done. Thank you for the awesome truths of the Christmas story. God, in a 

season of hustle and bustle, please silence my heart and mind. Make me 

still before you. Meet me in the stillness, and allow me to fully rest in you 

this season. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for times of stillness and peace and rest amidst the busyness of 

the season

2. Pray for a renewal of awe in our hearts at the greatness of God



Dec 23
Behold

Scripture: "“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world!” (John 1:29)

One of my favorite Christmas traditions is to listen to Handel's Messiah. 

During this season, I listen to it several times a week, or even several times 

in a day. As a child, the playing of Messiah in my home signaled that the 

Christmas season was beginning. One of the songs in Messiah is “Behold 

the Lamb of God”. 

The word “behold” is found over 1100 times in the Bible. It is typically used 

as a command to look, to see, or to pay attention. It precedes something 

that the listener should recognize as important. For example, the angel 

Gabriel said to Mary, “Behold you will conceive in your womb and bear a 

son, and you shall call His name Jesus” (Luke 1:31). 

More than just seeing something, in the Bible when people beheld 

something, they were often moved by what they beheld, and even changed 

by it. For example, the shepherds went in haste and found exactly what the 

angels had told them. They beheld the baby Jesus and then “returned 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen as it had been 

told them” (Luke 2:20). They beheld and were changed. When Mary beheld 

Jesus and the response of the shepherds, she “treasured up all these 

things and pondered them in her heart” (Luke 2:19). She, too, beheld and 

was changed. 

What are you called to behold this season? Who are you called to behold? 

Stop, ponder, and see anew the Christ that was born to be the Lamb of 

God – and be changed. 

Prayer: "Lord Jesus, Lamb of God, help me behold you fully. May I be 

changed as I behold who you are. May my heart beat in obedience to your 

Word and be humbled in worship and adoration of you as I behold you. 

Especially in a season of busyness, may I stop and focus all my attention 

on you. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for a recognition of who Christ is; pray for a response of 

worship

2. Pray for hearts changed by our beholding who Jesus is



Dec 24
What Child is 

this?

Scripture: "And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had 

been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at 

what the shepherds told them.” (Luke 2:17-18)

The first verse of the carol “What Child Is This?” asks us to consider the 

identity of Jesus. “What child is this who, laid to rest on Mary's lap, is 

sleeping? Whom Angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch 

are keeping?” That first question ponders whether Jesus was simply a 

normal human child. But that second question points out that an angelic 

chorus burst out in song at the birth of Jesus – clearly He was more than 

any normal human being. Considering the identity of Jesus is THE central 

question of every person’s life. And the answer to that question determines 

our eternal destination.

Even more, when we acknowledge that Jesus is who He said He was –

God – we find out that Jesus is the answer to all of our deepest questions. 

Why was I created? For Jesus. Am I loved? Yes, by Jesus. To whom do I 

belong? To Jesus. What is Christmas all about? Jesus. Let us celebrate 

Jesus, the answer to all our questions.

Prayer: “Father God, I thank you for the meaning of the season. I thank 

you that in you I have everything. I thank you that during the Christmas 

season, I get to celebrate who you are: the One who came to earth to live, 

to die, and to rise again. Thank you for the gifts of this season that we have 

through Jesus: the gift of life, the gift of salvation, the gift of eternal life, and 

the gift of a restored relationship with you. In a season where we ask for 

gifts, I instead ask for nothing. Instead, may I focus on everything I already 

have in you. Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for my focus to be on Christ and Him alone this season.

2. Pray for opportunities to speak to others about the meaning of the 

season.



Dec 25
The Great 
Announce-

ment

Scripture: "“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 

is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11)

Announcements are an important thing in our culture. From new 

pregnancies or adoptions to engagements to job promotions to new homes 

– throughout our lives, we celebrate important occasions, and we mark 

them by telling the world about them. We do this because on important 

occasions, we rejoice; and we announce to others so they can rejoice 

alongside us.

On Christmas morning, we get to rejoice at the single greatest, most 

important, most history-changing announcement ever made. It was an 

announcement that was accompanied by a heaven-shaking angelic 

chorus. It was the announcement of the incarnation of Jesus Christ, the 

Savior of the world. The angels rejoiced at that announcement to the 

shepherds. And the shepherds rejoiced as they shared that news to others 

in town. We have the privilege not only to believe in this great truth, but 

also to share with others so that they can believe and rejoice in it as well. 

Glory to God in the highest!

Prayer: "Father God, today I join all of heaven in declaring your praises. 

Thank you for who you are and for what you have done. Jesus, thank you 

that you loved us so much, that you chose to come to earth, to live life 

among us; all so that you could one day redeem all of creation. We thank 

you that you and only you are the Savior of the world. We give you all the 

glory – glory in the highest! Amen.”

Pray For:

1. Pray for opportunities to speak to others about the greatest 

announcement in history

2. Pray that the joy of knowing this great truth would fill your heart; and 

that your interactions with others this season would be marked by 

this joy



“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: 

and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, ‘Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 

people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.’”

Luke 2:8-11


