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Sunday, August 21 
10am     Sunday School 
11am      Traditional Worship 
3pm       Children & Families 
BTS Swim Party 
5pm       Stephen Ministry 
  
Tuesday, August 23 
6:30pm  Cub Scout-FLC 
7:30pm  Boy Scouts 
 
Wednesday, August 24 
7am       Men's Prayer Breakfast-
Montgomery Rm 
10am     Food Pantry 
7pm       Choir 
 
Thursday, August 25 
6:30pm Men’s Gathering 
 
Sunday, August 28 
10am     Sunday School 
11am      Traditional Worship 
12pm     Luncheon 
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YOUR “IMAGE” OF GOD? 
  
In my Sunday school class we’ve 
been following a video-lesson 
series by Albert Haase. The series 
is a primer on growth in our 
spiritual lives. Many of us find, at 
certain points in our lives, there is 

a spark that tells us it’s time to take our faith seriously. 
Perhaps that spark is connected to the passages of life 
like beginning a new school or career, or marriage and 
family. And sometimes that spark is connected to 
something characterized as negative such as a health 
crisis or the loss of a loved one. The transitions of life are 
often “liminal moments” when we feel God’s presence 
more closely. 
  
This past Sunday, Albert took us in a different direction. 
He asked us to take a close look at our mental “image” of 
God. When you think about who God is, what God looks 
like, how God interacts with us, a variety of metaphors 
and images may come to mind. Many of us have that 
sense of the great mystery that defies our imaginations—
a being beyond our being. But that image is difficult to 
interact with—when God is so “other” and “beyond” us, 
it can feel impossible to connect and develop any kind of 
relationship. So along with that great abstraction, we 
often add more personal ideas; and this is where we 
sometimes get ourselves into trouble. 
  
Many of us grew up with an image of an angry God—a 
God that was ready to wallop us for every error we made. 
Perhaps this image was influenced by a parent or 
significant adult who used anger to control our behavior. 
Perhaps this image was influenced by a pastor or 
preacher who was trying to scare you into salvation. I 
remember going to youth revival events in which the 
lessons were basically the only thing God cares about is 
your moral life, and if you slip in even the smallest way, 

God is going to send you to hell. If this image is part of 
our approach to God, it makes spiritual growth difficult. 
  
In my Bible College days, personal spirituality was a 
significant topic, and I had many examples to look to in 
shaping my spirituality. Unfortunately, reflecting back, I 
think I took those examples as a one-size-fits-all 
approach, and when I didn’t measure up—when I 
couldn’t spend as many hours in focused prayer, and 
when I didn’t get deep satisfaction out of reading a 
devotional writer like others were—I felt like I was 
condemned to an undersized spiritual life and God was 
always disappointed in my weak efforts. 
  
I think I was out of seminary and in ministry when I 
made a discovery—I don’t have to be carbon copy of 
someone else. Albert looked up to St. Francis and his 
spirituality of experiencing God in nature. However, 
when Albert went for walks he came back with bug bites 
and poison ivy, and nothing uplifting. He confessed this 
to a spiritual advisor and the advisor said something that 
has stayed with him: “God already has a St. Francis, 
what he wants is Albert Haase!” 
  
That realization that I don’t have to pray or study exactly 
like someone else helped free me from a warped view of 
God. I grew to understand that God is not standing in 
heaven waiting for me to work my way through a maze 
of distractions and claw my way to him. Rather, God is 
already with me, closer than my own breath, and if I will 
simply pause and open myself, I can feel his loving 
presence. I found that the image of a demanding God 
who had to be approached in perfection turned toward a 
God whose love is always present if I only allow myself 
to be found. 
  
See you at the Table, 

  Rev. David Chisham 
 Senior Minister 



 

 
 
 
 

When was the last time you 
paused to marvel at the world 
around you? Every day there are 
new God Sightings (I like to call 
them God Winks).  God Winks are 
reminders of God in our daily 

lives—just waiting to be discovered. Like the person 
ahead of you in line who pays for your order—on a day 
you could really use the savings. Or the way a child can 
put a smile on your face, even when life has you stressed. 
You’ll also find God’s fingerprints in the amazing order 
of the world. Did you know that worker bees, by the end 
of their lives, will have traveled a distance nearly equal to 
flying around the world three times? Or that the largest 
mammals on earth, baleen whales, are sustained by the 
smallest sea animals such as krill?  
 
There are of millions of incredible things that happen 
around us every day, all reminders of God’s presence. 
When we think in those terms, it’s easy to be reminded 
that every creature, every moment is infused with purpose 
and intention. God’s marvels are so common that it’s easy 
to lose our sense of wonder and be distracted by the 
mundane things in life. Quickly consumed with balancing 
finances, work, house chores, and family to-do’s, we can 
unintentionally overlook God’s presence. We can miss 
out on daily God Winks. 
 

We often see January 1 and the first day of school as new 
beginnings, as opportunities to start fresh and to try and 
make those necessary changes in our lives.  However, we 
shouldn’t wait for those two dates because God each 
morning gives us the gift of a new day, a new beginning, 
a chance to wipe the slate clean, an opportunity to do 
better than the day before.  Each day is a gift from God.  
That is the first God Wink of your day. 
 
I want to challenge you, as of this new day, to examine 
the world around you and find at least one thing that’s a 
reminder of God, and why, every day. You’ll be refreshed 
and build on the faith foundation as you discover God in 
some of the most unexpected places. You will learn to 
hang onto that sense of wonder and grow a truly personal 
relationship with God.  
 
May your heart and spirit become overflowing with God 
Winks! 
 
In loving partnership, 
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 Ponderings... 
Rev. Paula Brooks  
 Associate Minister 

 
On Saturday, August 13, 2022 

Mattie Rose Williams 
Made her appearance into this world. 

She is the daughter of 
Weston & Emily Williams 

  

 Grandparent is Janice Ford 
Great Grandparent is Fred Yates 

  

Congratulations to the Williams Family! 
  

We pray for God’s blessings upon the 
Newest member of the Williams Family 

Do you have 30 minutes to spare  
once a week? 

 

We have an opportunity to help some 
students in our local school community. We 
are looking for some adults to come and 
spend 30 minutes once a week with 4-5 kids 
during their lunch time. You’ll spend time 
reading, connecting with them and making 
them feel important! Everything you’ll need 
is provided for you. There will be a training 
session August 31st from   12:00-1:00p.m.  If 
you think this might be something you’d be 
interested in doing, please contact Martha 
Fentem at the church office.  
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Dear Church Family and Friends, 
  
Sunday, September 11, 2022, is Rev. Paula Brooks final Worship Service with us as Associate Minister. Rev. Brooks 
has been staff Associate for fifteen years and a member of First Christian Church since 1999—over twenty years of 
service in our church community! In honor of her we have declared Sunday, September 11, 2022 as “Rev. Paula 
Brooks Day”. 
  
On that day we will celebrate Paula and her faithful ministry to our congregation. From Easter Egg hunts with 
thousands in attendance to private pastoral calls and prayers; both locally and regionally, from children to adults, 
countless lives have been touched by her years of love and care.  As she opens her call to senior ministry at FCC 
Canyon, Texas, and prepares for retirement in that area of the state, we want to send her into this new season of life 
with all our love and thanks. 
  
Please join us in worship on September 11 at 11am to hear Pastor Paula’s words to us as she remembers our shared 
past and gives us encouragement for the future. And please plan to gather for a catered luncheon immediately 
following worship in our Family Life Center. It is very important that you RSVP for the catered lunch; soon you will 
receive a link by email and text with a link to complete the RSVP. You may also call the church office and make a 
reservation over the phone. 
  
The Executive Committee has also established a love offering for Pastor Paula, and we invite you to contribute to this 
gift of thanks. Mark your contributions “Love Offering Paula Brooks” and mail or bring them to the office; please 
mark envelopes with love offerings inside: “Attention: Anieta.” You may also give on-line through the church’s 
website; there is a giving tab marked “Love Offering Paula Brooks.” If you would like to send cards of thanks, you 
may send them to the office—please mark these envelopes: “Attention: Jeweli.” You may also bring a thank you card 
to the luncheon on September 11th.  
  
Please get RSVPs, cards and love offering contributions mailed and/or completed with the office by Wednesday, 
August 31.  
  
May God continue to bless us all in our call to faithfully labor in Christ’s Kingdom! 
  
Executive Committee of First Christian Church 



 

      FCC Welcomes New Family 
 
 On Sunday, August 7, Ashton Iness became a 
member of our church family by Transfer of 
Membership. 
 
Pictured with Ashton are her four children 
Haydden age 8, Hayleigh age 6, Branson age 
2 and Zaden age 1. 
                 
We are so excited that Ashton and her family 
made the choice to become a part of our 
family here at First Christian Church.  Please 
give Ashton a “BIG” FCC welcome! 

 
 
 

Prayer Series Week 3  
 
Wandering Mind Prayer 
 
While I was in high school I 
attended church camp at Lake 
Brownwood Christian Retreat 

throughout high school. During one of the summer camps 
Rev. Brett Coe, who is currently the Senior Minister at 
FCC Amarillo, held a workshop on prayer. While in this 
workshop we discussed prayer and a handful of students 
in the workshop said that when we pray our minds tended 
to wander off. Brett then said “that is not always a bad 
thing.” Brett allowed the Spirit to move through our 
wandering minds. While in a spirit of prayer, we tend to 
reflect upon life’s situations through a mindset of love 
and grace. Throughout my lifetime, this has been one of 
my favorite ways to pray. Of course, I have a couple 
areas, that if my mind went there, then I know I have 
strayed too far but for the most part allowing my mind to 
wonder during prayer provides myself with a peaceful 

prayer experience.  
 
I felt like this style of prayer gave myself time to think 
through things I am typically too busy to think through 
myself, but there is power in thinking about something in 
a spirit of prayer but not immediately acting upon it. The 
power lies in being able to silence your mind and 
thoroughly think through these issues concerning you. I 
noticed that when my mind continued to coast in the same 
direction, then there must be something that I should be 
working out regarding that situation. This style of prayer 
was peaceful because it kept me from using technology, 
school or work to avoid thinking through problems. In 
this style of prayer I am only left with my own thoughts 
and God. It almost feels like I get to go through my 
thoughts side by side with God. I would recommend this 
style of prayer to anyone who commonly uses technology 
to silence their own minds. Pray in this way and allow 
God to use your busy mind to work through issues in a 
spirit of prayer. 
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Remy Tercero 
Associate Minister 

 



 

 

Thank you, Rotary West Midland who is now coming once a 
month to help get food pantry ready for delivery! 
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08/01 Butch Ladd 
08/02 Amanda Bourland 
08/02 Fred Schwiening 
08/04 Bob Jones 
08/04 Brooklyn Erwin 
08/06 Gretchen Bell 
08/08 Mary Lou Midkiff 
08/08 Kayla Stone 
08/09 Mark Cranford 
08/09 Mark Ellis 
08/10 Daniel Walsh 
08/11 Nicholas Rodriquez 
08/12 Elizabeth Holbrook 
08/13 Laura Pittinger 
08/14 Ginny Estes 
08/15 Teri Valero 
08/15 Gene Drummond 
08/16 Keith Gibbons 
08/19 Mary Hurst 
08/20 Tom Jones 
08/21 Twana Evers 
08/22 Jackie Forsyth 
08/23 Jana Floyd 
08/23 Rhett James 

08/24 Blake McColloch 
08/25 Dave Cromwell 
08/24 Will Ellis 
08/25 Luis Estrada 
08/28 Isai Natera 
08/29 Joe Campbell 
08/29 Jerry Edwards 
08/29 Layne Chisham 
08/31 Corbin McCullough 
08/31 Nicholas Ramsey 
08/31 Ashton Morris 
 
 
08/05 Gary & Carol Thompson 
08/07 David & Terri McColloch 
08/08 Dave & Kathy Cromwell 
08/16 Kelly & Carol Cook 
08/16 Mike & Martha Petratis 
08/20 Joe & Jill Wright 
08/20 Bill & Kelley McCullough 
08/20 Chaney & Katie Coffman 
08/22 Joe & Donna Campbell 
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Prayers  & Praises 
 Those in need of prayer: 
Mary Lou Midkiff 
Carol Cook 
Marian Mussett 
Joe Gassie 
Janell Burnett 
C.C. Petteway 
Pat Chambers 
Sandy & Diane Faulkner 
Bettye Cook 
Kathy Landrum 
Sharae Buskirk 
Connie Hawkins 
Sheila Crudgington  
Gary Thompson 
  

Military: 
Tyler Brown– grandson of Lyn Brown 
Kinder McCullough-Hyde-daughter of  
                                 Bill & Kelley McCullough 
Seth Hyde-Son-In -Law of Bill & Kelley McCullough 
Chase Newkumet & Family-friend of Bea Lea Somerville 
  
Families, Friends Beyond FCC 
Rosa Emma Lujan – friend of FCC 

Hilda Salazar – aunt of Olivia Espino 
Lesa Cain-daughter of Janell Burnett 
Kristie Gilmore-friend of Anne Schweining 
Danny Bishop 
Rick Craven-husband of Lisa Craven 
Jennifer Thompson – daughter – in- law of  
                                  Gary & Carol Thompson 
Clint Hurst – husband of Mary Hurst 
Miguel & Adriann Robledo-friend of Ginny Estes 
Melissa Thompson- Daughter in law   
                                of Gary & Carol Thompson  
Joann Scott – mother of Carol Thompson 
Steven Weight-family member of John Schnable 
Barb VanMeter – friend of Melissa Parks 
Brandi Ruple- granddaughter of J. Ray Stewart 
J.M. & Maxine Moore – parents of Kathy Landrum 
Marsha Barrett – sister of Enid Hunter 
Dan Leonard-friend of Peggy Jones 
Aaron Krauch-friend of Janice Courtney 
Kairos Conde – nephew of Olivia Espino 
Oscar Garcia – brother of Amparo Olguin 
  
Please inform the church office if you or a loved one are 
admitted into a hospital, so we may be there for you & 
your family. 
For submission to prayer list contact any staff, submit via 
web, or e-mail prayerchain@fccmidland.org 



 

 

 The Christian Builder 
 First Christian Church 
 1301 W. Louisiana Ave. 
 Midland, TX 79701 
 

432.682.2541 
www.fccmidland.org 
August 18, 2022 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Non-Profit Org 
US Postage  

Paid 
Midland, TX 79711 

Permit No. 145 

 


