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Sunday, August 14 
10am     Sunday School 
11am      Traditional Worship 
  
Tuesday, August 16 
6:30pm  Cub Scout-FLC 
7:30pm  Boy Scouts 
 
Wednesday, August 17 
7am       Men's Prayer Breakfast-
Montgomery Rm 
10am     Food Pantry 
7pm       Choir 
 
Saturday, August 20 
8am       Workday 
 
Sunday, August 21 
10am     Sunday School 
11am      Traditional Worship 
3pm       Children & Families 
BTS Swim Party 
5pm       Stephen Ministry 
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SEASONS IN MINISTRY 
  

As I round the corner, completing 
the first year of ministry at First 
Christian Church, there is no 
small irony that, after 15 years of 
ministry here at FCC Midland, we 
are also now preparing to send 

Rev. Paula Brooks to her new calling as senior minister 
of First Christian in Canyon, Texas. If you are hearing 
this news for the first time, please make sure to read 
Paula’s column in this newsletter. 
  

Paula’s roles within the congregation have been wide 
ranging, her heart for this congregation is “big as Texas”, 
and her love of God is clearly displayed in her dedication 
to God’s people. We will all miss her. I will miss her. 
But God’s call to minister and shepherd a people is 
always for “a season”, and we send her to this next 
pastoral season knowing that God has worked powerfully 
through her, and that FCC Canyon will benefit and grow 
under her leadership. 
  
We can all appreciate that this change will not be a 
simple one. But I want you to know that we are making 
plans to move forward with the ministry and life of our 
congregation; as it says in Jeremiah, prayerfully, these 
are God’s “plans for our wellbeing…plans to give us a 
future with hope.” In my conversations with our 
congregational leaders, my comment has been, “There’s 
no replacing Paula.” We will be conducting a search 
process, but we won’t simply look for a Paula version 
2.0. As Remy completes his seminary training and 
finishes his requirements for ordination, it’s time to offer 
him more responsibilities in shepherding our flock. And 
with the rest of our talented staff, and with YOUR call 
from God to serve within our congregation, we can 
expect that some of what Paula did will be divided up, 
some things we will have to figure out, and some things 
we will have to let go of. As these changes come about, 
we will include you in the planning and results, and as 

these transitions emerge please know that you have a 
great group of people who love you, who are ready to 
walk with you and reach out to you in Christian love. 
  
In the year that I’ve been here, I’ve done a lot of 
listening and watching how to how we function, keeping 
an eye out for those things we do well, and those we can 
improve. We appointed a committee to take a look at our 
facilities, not simply refurbishing but also re-thinking 
how we use our campus. And we will soon begin a 
search process for a new staff member. And I believe 
there are some exciting opportunities for us to grow and 
expand our ministries as a worshipping community, as a 
center for children’s education, and as a heart for serving 
the needy in Midland. Some of this will evolve with staff 
roles and our search process, some of this will involve re
-organizing and re-visioning our campus, and some of 
this will involve re-thinking how we “do church” 
together. 
  
I don’t want to try to explain every detail in this article—
there simply isn’t space, and there are many more 
conversations to have and prayers to offer—I write this 
mostly to assure you that, even as we are tearfully 
sending Paula to a new season of ministry, I and our 
congregation’s leaders are working toward a future 
together in which our Children’s Learning Center can 
grow organically and touch the lives of more children; in 
which the Disciples Food Pantry might have a permanent 
space and better serve the needy in our city; in which our 
worshipping community would more easily welcome 
new friends and members in Christian love, growing as 
the Lord “adds to our number, those who are being 
saved.”  
  
Keep Paula in prayer as this season closes. And keep 
your church in prayer as our seasons of ministry move 
forward! 
  
See you at the Table, 

  Rev. David Chisham 
 Senior Minister 



 

 
 
 
 

This past Sunday, August 7, at the 
end of worship, I made a very 
difficult announcement to this 
congregation whom I dearly love. 
I announced that after 15 years, I 
am resigning as the Associate 

Minister of First Christian Church to accept a Call to 
become the Minister at First Christian Church in Canyon. 
It was not an easy decision to make. A lot of discernment, 
prayer and listening for God’s voice went into this 
decision.  
 
I have been a member of this congregation since 1999 and 
on staff since 2007.  From the time that Terry and I 
became members you became family to us.  You walked 
along side of me when Terry passed away in 2003.  When 
my mom passed away almost 2 years ago, your love and 
support helped me through that grief process.  I have had 
the honor of being a part of your child’s dedication and 
baptizing your children.  Not only have we have we had 
the relationship of Pastor and Congregation, but we have 
grown together as we all grew in our relationship with 
Jesus Christ. The past 15 years has been an amazing 
journey as we have served side by side. You have 
supported me, encouraged me to be the best that I could 
be, and guided and directed me at times.  We have shared 

in the ups and downs, stuffed probably about 
1,000,000 Easter eggs together, broken bread together and 
many other things that strengthened the bond between us. 
You have helped me to become not only a better person, 
but a better minister and leader.  I cannot begin to tell you 
have grateful I am that our paths have crossed. 
 
Each and everyone of you will always have a special 
place in my heart. I do love this church.  And I always 
will.  Let’s make these last 31 days go as slowly as 
possible, enjoying every moment. 
 
My last Sunday will be September 11 with several 
weeks of vacation following. September 30 is my official 
last day. 
 
My ministry at First Christian Church in Canyon will 
begin around October 1st.  
 
Please keep First Christian Midland, First 
Christian Canyon as well as myself in your prayers as we 
all journey through this transition.   
  
In loving partnership, 
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 Ponderings... 
Rev. Paula Brooks  
 Associate Minister 
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Prayer Series Week 2 
 
This week for my six part prayer 
series, I am writing on a 
suggestion I received from Jackie 
Forsyth. She mentions that years 
ago she read about a tactic to add 

to one’s prayer life that is focused on beginning every 
prayer with praise. This helped her to never forget of the 
blessings she has already received. This is a powerful 
suggestion and I implemented it into my prayer life this 
week and here is how it went.  
 
It is impossible to not feel God’s presence when I pray in 
this way. Although my life does carry struggles in the 
same way everyone’s life does, in beginning my prayer in 
a spirit of thankfulness, I cannot help but become 
emotional. I praised God for everything I could think of 
during my prayer. I thanked God for the clothes on my 
back, my apartment, my truck, my incredible co workers, 
my great job here at FCC, my family, my friends, the fact 
I get to choose my next meal and so much more. It is easy 
for us to forget how truly blessed we are. Simply living in 
this first world country is an incredible blessing that may 
be easy to forget. A prayer can only go one way when it 

begins with praise, and that way is up. Our lives are a 
composition of God’s blessings. God’s blessings shaped 
us and created us into who we are. This style of prayer 
assures, that we recognize those blessings, and puts us in 
a humble mindset as we come to God.  
 
Thank you again Jackie for this suggestion, as it will 
change my prayer life for years to come. If anyone 
reading this article has a suggestion, please email that 
suggestion to rtercero@fccmidland.org.  
 
Thank you,  
 
 
 
 
 
PS: This song reminds me of this style of prayer. I 
listened to this song while praying the prayer I wrote 
about above. I strongly recommend this song!  
 
Million Little Miracles by Elevation Worship & Maverick 
City 
Million Little Miracles | Elevation Worship & Maverick 
City 
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Remy Tercero 
Associate Minister 

 

Are you looking for a new spark in your prayer and spiritual 
life? Beginning Sunday, August 7, Rev. Chisham is 
facilitating a 6 week study of Albert Hasse’s series called 
“Catching Fire, Becoming Flame” during 10am Sunday 
school hour in the Montgomery Room (Family Life Center 
building). This is a powerful teaching course that will lead 
you to reflect on your spiritual life experience, inspire your 
prayer life to grow, and give you some important tools to use 
on your life's spiritual path. Rev. Chisham has used this 
curriculum before and it was universally loved and 
appreciated! The teaching is video based with group 
discussion. There is an optional book available—if you would 
like a book you can find used copies online for around 
$5.  Search “Albert Haase Catching Fire Becoming Flame” on 
Amazon and look in the used copies. 
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CLC Making our 
own fireflies and  

science experiment 
was pretty cool.  



 

08/01 Butch Ladd 
08/02 Amanda Bourland 
08/02 Fred Schwiening 
08/04 Bob Jones 
08/04 Brooklyn Erwin 
08/06 Gretchen Bell 
08/08 Mary Lou Midkiff 
08/08 Kayla Stone 
08/09 Mark Cranford 
08/09 Mark Ellis 
08/10 Daniel Walsh 
08/11 Nicholas Rodriquez 
08/12 Elizabeth Holbrook 
08/13 Laura Pittinger 
08/14 Ginny Estes 
08/15 Teri Valero 
08/15 Gene Drummond 
08/16 Keith Gibbons 
08/19 Mary Hurst 
08/20 Tom Jones 
08/21 Twana Evers 
08/22 Jackie Forsyth 
08/23 Jana Floyd 
08/23 Rhett James 

08/24 Blake McColloch 
08/25 Dave Cromwell 
08/24 Will Ellis 
08/25 Luis Estrada 
08/28 Isai Natera 
08/29 Joe Campbell 
08/29 Jerry Edwards 
08/29 Layne Chisham 
08/31 Corbin McCullough 
08/31 Nicholas Ramsey 
08/31 Ashton Morris 
 
 
08/05 Gary & Carol Thompson 
08/07 David & Terri McColloch 
08/08 Dave & Kathy Cromwell 
08/16 Kelly & Carol Cook 
08/16 Mike & Martha Petratis 
08/20 Joe & Jill Wright 
08/20 Bill & Kelley McCullough 
08/20 Chaney & Katie Coffman 
08/22 Joe & Donna Campbell 
08/28 Bob & Dianne Garrett 
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Prayers  & Praises 
Those in need of prayer: 
Mary Lou Midkiff 
Carol Cook 
Marian Mussett 
Joe Gassie 
Janell Burnett 
C.C. Petteway 
Pat Chambers 
Sandy & Diane Faulkner 
Bettye Cook 
Kathy Landrum 
Sharae Buskirk 
Connie Hawkins 
Sheila Crudgington  
Gary Thompson 
  
Military: 
Tyler Brown– grandson of Lyn Brown 
Kinder McCullough-Hyde-daughter of Bill & Kelley McCullough 
Seth Hyde-Son-In -Law of Bill & Kelley McCullough 
Chase Newkumet & Family-friend of Bea Lea Somerville 
  
Families, Friends Beyond FCC 
Hilda Salazar – aunt of Olivia Espino 
Lesa Cain-daughter of Janell Burnett 
Kristie Gilmore-friend of Anne Schweining 

Danny Bishop 
Rick Craven-husband of Lisa Craven 
Jennifer Thompson – daughter – in- law of  
      Gary & Carol Thompson 
Clint Hurst – husband of Mary Hurst 
Miguel & Adriann Robledo-friend of Ginny Estes 
Melissa Thompson- Daughter in law  of Gary & Carol Thompson  
Joann Scott – mother of Carol Thompson 
Steven Weight-family member of John Schnable 
Barb VanMeter – friend of Melissa Parks 
Brandi Ruple- granddaughter of J. Ray Stewart 
J.M. & Maxine Moore – parents of Kathy Landrum 
Marsha Barrett – sister of Enid Hunter 
Dan Leonard-friend of Peggy Jones 
Aaron Krauch-friend of Janice Courtney 
Kairos Conde – nephew of Olivia Espino 
Oscar Garcia – brother of Amparo Olguin 
  
Please inform the church office if you or a loved one are 
admitted into a hospital, so we may be there for you & your 
family. 
 
For submission to prayer list contact any staff, submit via web, 
or e-mail prayerchain@fccmidland.org 
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