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Sunday March 10-15 
             Youth Ski Trip 
 
Sunday, March 10 
9am      Contemporary Worship 
10am     Sunday School 
11am      Traditional Worship 
5pm      Stephen Ministry 
 
Monday, March 11 
9:30am Staff Meeting 
 
Tuesday, March 12 
9:30am Concerns 
1:15pm   Food Pantry Stocking 
7:30pm Boy Scouts 
 
Wednesday, March 13 
7am      Men's Prayer Breakfast 
11:30am Food Pantry  
7pm      Choir 
 
Saturday March 16 
8am       Workday 
 
Sunday, March 17 
9am      Contemporary Worship 
10am     Sunday School 
11am      Traditional Worship 
5pm      Stephen Ministry 
 
 

Calendar is online at: 
https:fccmidland.shelbynextchms
.com/calendar#month 
Or use your Shelby App! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Church family: 
 
Sunday night, during youth group meetings, TJ broke the news to our youth that he has     
accepted the call to become the pastor of First Christian Church, San Angelo, TX.   
 
The San Angelo congregation voted during its morning worship services, our mutual        
congregations have a close proximity and both churches attend the same youth camps and 

events, and TJ asked permission to tell our youth first and before the news broke through youth social media accounts.  
As soon as TJ began telling our youth, I sent an email announcement to the entire congregation.  Some of our      
members are not connected by email, so I understand this newsletter may the source of your knowing. 
 
Our Executive Committee met Wednesday evening immediately following our Ash Wednesday service to craft a   
plan moving forward and to negotiate a specific ending date per TJ’s letter of calling.  TJ’s last day with us will be 
April 30.  We will plan a departure blessing on Sunday, April 28. 
 
We are looking forward to TJ’s ordination on March 31, and many of our gifts and well wishes will happen then.  We 
have invited the San Angelo church to be present at that ordination, fitting that they see his history and we give our 
blessing to send TJ and his family into the arms of the congregation that will love them next.   
 
Our Executive Committee is partnering with me to make some interim plans for youth leadership and to also form a 
ministerial search committee as outlined in the bylaws.  Please know it could take six months or longer to find and 
secure in place clergy.  We have some very talented options and we feel confident that quality of program and care of 
students will continue in good manner. 
 
At the same time, our music search committee is in place:  Heather Wells, board vice chair/personnel, is leading that 
group comprised of John Schnable, Carissa Hamilton, and Gwyn Hill.  We have received several resumes and interest 
contacts and that group is both broadening its search and making contacts with applicants.  We are fortunate to have 
Martha Fentem continuing on staff to make sure of continuity of ministry. 
 
Please be in prayer for our youth and pray for our entire congregation that we will once again follow God’s call to 
what comes next for our church, music programs, and our youth ministry. 

 Thoughts… 
  Rev. Mike Hunter 
  Senior Minister 
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Tech Team Needs Additional Folks 
 

Several of our tech team folks graduated and moved away, so we are in need a 3-4 new 
folks. 
Training is provided and you work in partnership with others.  You provide volume and 
mix control in worship, camera recording for homebound and guests, and onscreen     
visual presentation. 
 

There is a single station downstairs at the soundboard in the southwest corner of the 
sanctuary and three positions upstairs in the tech booth. 
 

If you are interested, contact Mike or Jeweli. 



 

 
 
 
 

It is with mixed emotions that I am writing to inform you that I have accepted a call to serve 
as the Senior Minister of First Christian Church in San Angelo, TX. Heather and I have 
spent a great amount of time in prayer over this decision. Our hearts weigh heavy knowing 
we will be leaving Midland. 
 
Over the past six years I have grown to love Midland as my home. I am grateful for the   
relationships I have developed, blessed to have been a part of such a phenomenal church, 

and thankful  to have had an opportunity to make investments in the lives of some wonderful young men and women. 
 
The skills, education, and growth that I have been exposed to during my time in Midland cannot be quantified and for 
that, I am forever grateful! I know, that because of you, I am a better minister. 
 
I am eager to join with a faith community who seeks a transformation like FCC Midland has experienced over the 
years. I feel that now is the right time for me to go and do for San Angelo what you have done for me. I believe that 
this is the cycle of ministry and what God envisioned in the equipping of the disciples through Jesus. 
 
I am reminded of what Jesus told his disciples during his last days on earth, "you will do greater things". I'm sure this 
conversation was filled with overwhelming emotions. Jesus had spent a great deal of time with his disciples, building 
friendships, and creating family. But as we all learn, life comes in seasons.  For Jesus it was his time to say goodbye, 
to go and be with God.  
  
As my season in Midland comes to an end, I leave you believing, as Jesus believed, that you too will do greater things. 
I will miss you very much. This transition will not be an easy one. Over the next few weeks we will cry together, and 
we will grieve together. There may also be anger, doubt, frustration and many more emotions. But my hope is that 
God's love will be seen through this whole process.  
  
My first official day in San Angelo will be Monday, June 3rd and my last day in Midland we be toward the end of 
April or beginning of May. 
 
With Love, 
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Topics… 
 Rev. T.J. Shoop-York 
 Associate Minister 
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By the time you receive this newsletter the Season of Lent will have begun with our Ash 
Wednesday service.  Even though it is after the fact, I have a wonderful story to tell with 
pictures about the burning of the ashes for Wednesday’s service. 
 

For whatever reason, for the past 5 years I have had the blessing of taking the palm branches 
from the previous Palm Sunday and burning them in preparation of making the ashes for our 
Ash Wednesday Service.  It has always been very meaningful to me as I spiritually prepare 
for the Season of Lent. 

 

I decided that I wanted our children to learn the importance of Ash Wednesday, that it marked the beginning of the 
Lenten season.  It’s important that they know what Lent means as we make the 40 day journey to Easter.  Sunday 
night at CELEBRATE (our Sunday evening program for grades K-5)  I did  a lesson about the season of Lent & that it 
begins on Ash Wednesday. I shared with them that on Wednesday night we would be having a special service to begin 
the Season of Lent. We discussed the meaning of the service and a few knew about the placing of the cross with ashes 
on their forehead but didn’t really know why we did it.  We talked about the purpose and I wanted them to understand 
the process of making the ashes. I got out the palm leaves that were safely secured from last years Palm Sunday. We 
talked about them, recalled when they waved them and why and that we kept them to burn for the ashes for Ash 
Wednesday. They took the palm branches cut them, broke them up & placed them in the pot. We found a place out-
side where there was no wind. We set boundaries & one of the adults started to burn them as we quietly & in a safe 
place watched them burn & turn to ash. They stood in silence as they watched a slight flame raise from the pot, a 
smoke billowed in the air and as the leaves slowly begin to burn down to ash.  I explained the next step was to sift 
through the ashes to get all the hard particles out & then we would slowly add olive oil to give them the right con-
sistency.  After that process they would be ready for our service on Wednesday evening.   It was a great experience.   
 

So, I hope that you attended our Ash Wednesday Service.  If so the cross of ashes placed on your forehead or hand 
was lovingly and prayerful prepared by our children. 
 

In loving partnership, 
 

 

 Ponderings… 
  Rev. Paula Brooks  
  Associate Minister 

FCC’s Special Needs Ministry  
in Need of More Volunteers 

 
We are in need of some more volunteers to be in our Sensory Room 
on Sunday mornings at 11am.  As of now we have 4-5 children that 
are a part of this ministry and 7 volunteers.   If you are interested or 
would like more information please contact the church office at     
682-2541. 
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Guests 
March 3, 2019 

 

Corley Family 
Cory and Janet Kendall  

Susan Marshall  
Aidan Ramsey  

Art & Carla Wilson  

Kosanke Family 
Chuy Mendoza  
Connor Morgan  

Jiovanni & Isai Natera  

Disciples Food Pantry 
March 6 

 

Families served   77 
    Total People  303 
New Families       7                                  

 

Worship Attendance 

March 3, 2019 
 

Contemporary 47 
Nursery 3 
Total 50 

 

Traditional 121 
Children's Church 17 

Sensory Room 5 
Nursery 7 
Total 150 

 

Total 200 
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Ski Trip News:  
 

With our 2019 Ski Trip just days away I want to say thank you once again for being so faithful in supporting 
the youth ministry of FCC! Below you will find a list of names of people who will be traveling with us to   
Winter Park; please keep us in your prayers:  

Ski Trip Participants: I want to remind you of a few things: 
 
1. You will need to pack two separate bags. All suitcases will be stored under the bus, and you will not be able to get 
anything from them while we are traveling. Please pack anything you will need during travel in an overnight bag. 
 

2.You will need money for 4 meals while traveling. Plan for $50-60, not including extra spending. If you don’t think 
you can save money for two meals on the way home, please give half of your money to one of the adult sponsors to 
hold for you until then. 
 

3. We will meet at 11:45 PM Sunday, March 11th to load all of our gear and the food coolers onto the bus. Please    
arrive on time to help with loading. 
 

Complete the following online link if you or your student wishes to snow tube: https://waiver.smartwaiver.com/
w/57d86aca03421/web/ 
 
If you have any other question, contact TJ in the church office!  

Needed: accomplished keyboard accompanist 
 

First Christian Church, Midland Texas, has an amazing opportunity for an accomplished keyboard 
accompanist.  Duties would include playing for Sunday morning services and Wednesday evening 
choir rehearsals. 
 
If keyboard is your talent and your hope is to share faithful music with a talented and growing 
church, then we want to talk to you! 
 
Contact:  First Christian Church, 1301 West Louisiana Ave, 79701, attention Mike Hunter,               
Sr. Minister.  432-682-2541 or mhunter@fccmidland.org. 

Pristenia Archuleta 

Khrysti Bair 

Paula Brooks 

Hunter Campbell 

Addalynn Campbell 

Jerry Gillian 

Kathe Hepfer 

Katie Hepfer 

Kristen Hepfer 

Michele Hepfer 

Bob Landreth 

Brenda Nance Landreth 

Ethan Magee 

Gavin Magee 

Jeffrey Niedecken 

Vicki Rymal 

Heather Shoop-York 

Johnna Slone 

Camryn Stanford 

Garrett Stephenson 

Mike Stephenson 

Remy Tercero 

Jakob Vines 

Miranda Walden 

Missi Walden 

Delaney Walsh 

Joe Weaks 

Sam Weaks 

Chloe Wells 

Heather Wells 

Tommy Wells 

Thomas Wells 

Cody Williams 

Timothy Shoop-York 

https://waiver.smartwaiver.com/w/57d86aca03421/web/
https://waiver.smartwaiver.com/w/57d86aca03421/web/
mailto:mhunter@fccmidland.org
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Birthdays 
03/01 Roberta Hurt 
03/02 Marco Cardozo 
03/03 Jim Morris 
03/05 Mary Lightfoot 
03/05 Layton Williams 
03/06 Judy Spruell 
03/10 Chris Reynolds 
03/10 Jo Sneed 
03/11 Kinder McCullough 
03/12 Clyde Kinsey 
03/12 Betty Whitmire 
03/13 Enid Hunter 
03/13 Louise Jones 
03/15 Bill Terry 
03/16 John Schnable 
03/17 Kay Hill 
03/19 Francisco Cardozo 
03/19 Michael Landrum 
03/20 Teresa Griffin 
03/22 Brecken Hattenbach 
03/23 Spencer Armour 
03/23 David Davis 
03/23 Fred Yates 
03/24 Mike Stephenson 
03/25 Sharna Gibbons 
03/28 Aimsley Lastoka 

03/30 Joe Cassie 
03/31 Gary Thompson 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Anniversaries 
03/04 Roy & Jeannine Hurst 
03/21 Charlie & Lu Ann  
           Morgan 
03/17 Beau & Barbara Estes 
03/17 Joe Gassie &  
           Pat Vincent 
03/18 Tom & Kay Hill 
03/19 T.J. & Heather  
           Shoop-York 
03/19 B.H. & Pat Spaw 
03/21 Jon Aaron & Magen    
          House 
03/22 Ken & Jo Sneed 

 

Prayers  & Praises 

Those in need of prayer: 
Carol Thompson 
Jan Lamb 
Carol SoloRio 
Bob Landreth 
Faye Casey 
Doyle Jones 
Traci Hopper 
Judy Spruell  
Betty Whitmire 
June Jarrett 
Helen Estes 
Robert & Sheila Crudgington 
Roberta Hurt 
Bill Schneider 
Mary Mauldin 
George Head 
Bill & Char Womack 
 

Military: 
Joe Henderson - son of Holly Moore 
Kinder McCullough-daughter of Bill & Kelley McCullough 
 

Families, Friends Beyond FCC 
Gloria Folsom-friend of Dave & Kaylene Burgard 
Jacob Cermak-grandson of Michael & Kathy Landrum 
Lori Jackson-friend of Charla Espino 
Tracie Cisneros-sister of Jeweli Flores 

Debra Gaffron – sister of J. Ray Stewart 
David Shipman – nephew of J. Ray Stewart 
Juan Gil – friend of J. Ray Stewart 
Judy Espino-sister in law to Charla Espino 
Junior Espino-cousin of Charla Espino 
Kim Rhodes & family-friend of Lisa Craven 
Courtney Bradley– friend of Jeweli Flores & Amanda Bourland 
Maureen Singleton-niece of Joy Singleton 
Aaron Krauch-friend of Janis Courtney 
Leigh Irwin – mother of Jana Floyd 
Millie Duncan – friend of Butch & Sherry Ladd 
Butch Broom-friend of Sara Cranford 
Mark Hendricks-son of Jackie Hendricks 
Dick Cranford – uncle of Mark Cranford 
Margie Singleton-daughter-in-law of Joy Singleton 
Barbara Williams – daughter of Ray Stewart 
Kairos Conde – nephew of Olivia Espino 
Oscar Garcia – brother of Amparo Olguin 
Kathy Dunnan- friend of Peggy Jones 
Ferrell Powell- friend of Sharon & Bill Boyd 

Martha Pollock – friend of Sara Cranford 
   

Please inform the church office if you or a loved one are 
admitted into a hospital, so we may be there for you & your 
family. 
 
For submission to prayer list contact any staff, submit via 
web, or e-mail prayerchain@fccmidland.org 

Special Notes:  
Our joys, concerns and deepest 

needs are already on God’s heart 
long before we put them to paper.  

 

…for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him. Matthew 6:8 
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