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Sunday, March 19 
10am     Sunday School 
11am      Traditional Worship  
 
Tuesday, March 21 
6:30pm Cub Scouts 
7:30pm  Boy Scouts 
 
Wednesday, March 22 
7am       Men’s Prayer  
              Breakfast 
9am      Food Pantry 
6pm      Elders 
7pm      Choir 
 
Sunday, March 26 
10am     Sunday School 
11am      Traditional Worship  
4:30pm CELEBRATE K-5th grade 
4:30pm SOLID 6-12 grade 
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SALT AND LIGHT 
  
Not too far from where I grew 
up in Wichita, Kansas, is the 
small city Hutchinson. You’ve 
probably never heard of it, but 
you’ve probably “enjoyed” one 
of the main resources found 

beneath Hutchinson on innumerable occasions. 
Hutchinson is home to some immense underground 
salt deposits where companies, such as Morton Salt 
Company, dig salt mines to produce the table salt 
you’ve probably purchased in their familiar dark-blue 
cardboard containers with the little girl and an 
umbrella printed on it.  
  
Hundreds of millions of years ago a great ocean 
covered Kansas. As the ocean shallowed and 
evaporated, the salts remained behind, eventually 
covered and compressed by layers of soil and rock 
until the salt itself was compressed into a solid rock 
called Halite, found between 600 and 1000 feet 
underground. What is so amazing about this is that 
Halite, which has been locked underground for eons, 
buried under hundreds of feet of stone, squeezed and 
crushed and hidden away for countless years, when 
brought to the surface and crushed and sprinkled on a 
nice steak, still tastes like salt. 
  
Never, in all the history of the world, has any grain of 
salt ever lost its saltiness. Yet, in the Sermon on the 
Mount, found in Matthew 5-7, as Jesus reminds us that 
we are “the salt of the earth,”  he then asks, “but if salt 
has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored?”  The question is an absurdity—of course 
salt cannot lose its flavor. Salt is salt—it doesn’t shape 
shift or spontaneously morph into something else. It’s 
the very absurdity of the question that grabs our 
attention.  
  
Noticed also that when Jesus says, “You are salt…”, in 
the original Greek, “you” is a plural pronoun—in a 
proper southern dialect it would be translated ‘Y’all’. 
“Y’all are salt of the earth.”  Throughout the Sermon 
on the Mount Jesus isn’t simply trying to shape good 
individual Christians, he’s trying to shape an entire 
community; the whole people of God.  He doesn’t 
want just a few salt crystals; he wants an entire shaker 
of salt!  This effort to shape the character of an entire 
people is a project that goes way back. 

  
As Jesus asks that absurd question about salt losing its 
saltiness, we hear echoes of God’s long-time 
frustration about the role that His people were 
supposed to play. A recurring theme in the prophets is 
that God created Israel to be one thing, but they 
irrationally morphed into something undesirable. God 
planted Israel to be a fruitful vineyard to produce the 
finest wine, but all they ever produced were wild 
grapes unsuitable for anything. God expected his 
people do right by one another, but all he sees is 
bloodshed and all he hears are the cries of the 
oppressed. God is at a loss as to why his people have 
abandoned their native and necessary roles. 
  
All this is to say we as Christians, as God’s people and 
as a church, have a natural and essential role in this 
world. 
  
As basic and humble as salt is, if it’s missing you 
immediately know it. A few weeks ago we bought 
some nice, thick ribeye steaks which I grilled for our 
family meal. I’ve been developing a cooking technique 
in which I sear the steaks in a red-hot cast iron pan to 
get a thick crust, then finish the steaks over indirect 
heat from charcoal. The steaks looked beautiful, were 
perfectly cooked and smelled out of this world, but at 
the first bite I immediately realized I hadn’t put nearly 
enough salt on them—without additional salt they 
were fairly unpalatable. As they were, a McDonald’s 
hamburger would have tasted as good or better. Even 
with the added salt, I have to admit I was 
disappointed—the steaks still lacked that delicious 
integration of salt that a good steak needs.  
  
When salt is missing, you immediately know it. When 
you walk into dark room, you’re immediately aware 
that light is missing. We naturally crave salt and seek 
light to fill our lives. Jesus doesn’t want us to hide 
away; Jesus wants his people to be something that the 
world both desires and needs! So Jesus tells us, “Let 
Y’ALL’s light shine before others, so that they may 
see Y’ALL’s good works and give glory to Y’ALL’s 
Father in Heaven.”   
  
You are salt of the earth. You are the light of the 
world. Never discount what you have to offer—all 
creation is needing and seeking you! 
  
Christ’s peace, 

  Rev. David Chisham 
 Senior Minister 



 

 
 

 
 

Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

 
On March 19th, the children will be finishing the 
unit on Moses during Sunday School.  Then in 
Children’s Church, the story will be “Jesus as a 
Healer”. 
 
There will not be CELEBRATE on the 19th.  
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First Christian Church,  
 
I am extremely grateful that I 
get to serve an incredible 
congregation. As many of 
you know our Easter 
Eggstravaganza is coming up 

on April 8th from 10:30-1 at Hill Park and we 
couldn’t be more prepared for this event.  
 
We already have over 40,000 eggs stuffed, 42 
volunteers committed to serve at the event and 
over 20 community partners and that number is 
growing. So many of you stepped up in a big 
way, as we have been able to fill every role 
needed for the event. The success of a 
community event like this comes from those 
willing to serve in whatever capacity they can.  

 
From members of the homebound community 
stuffing thousands of eggs, to volunteers willing 
to handout 2,000 hot dogs, every member of First 
Christian Church in one way or another will 
allow this event to be a success like it is every 
year.  
 
I am grateful at how willing everyone I called 
was to step up and help out. As this is my first 
time leading this event, I began the process with 
a fair amount of anxiety. That anxiety quickly 
turned to excitement and encouragement as so 
many of you were willing to be the face that 
represents First Christian Church in serving our 
community.  
 
In a spirit of overwhelming 
thanks,  

  Remy Tercero 
Associate Minister 

Gifts Given 
 

Disciple Food Pantry 
In Memory of 

Pat Spaw 
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Prayers  & Praises 
Those in need of prayer: 
Bruce Stanley 
Mark Cranford 
Crickett Harrison 
Twana Evers 
Betty Odom 
Anne & Fred Schwiening 
Ken Sneed 
Nicky Rodriguez 
Lana Cooley 
Carol Cook0 
Marian Mussett 
Joe Gassie 
Janell Burnett0 
C.C. Petteway 
Pat Chambers 
Kathy Landrum 
Sheila Crudgington  
Gary Thompson 
 

Military: 
Tyler Brown– grandson of Lyn Brown 
Kinder McCullough-Hyde-daughter of  
     Bill & Kelley McCullough 
Seth Hyde-Son-In -Law of Bill & Kelley McCullough 
Chase Newkumet & Family-friend of  
    Bea Lea Somerville 
 

Families, Friends Beyond FCC 
Reymondo Garcia-brother of Maria Vinson 

Gary Kennedy –friends of Lauren & Justin Disney 
Faye Carey 
Anfernee Jones-grandson of Jean Jones 
Fred Copeland—father of Lauren Disney 
Eltis Copeland—grandmother of Lauren Disney 
Ed Keah-friend of Joy Singleton 
George Jara – friend of Butch & Sherry Ladd 
Lesa Cain-daughter of Janell Burnett 
Kristie Gilmore-friend of Anne Schweining 
Danny Bishop 
Clint Hurst – husband of Mary Hurst 
Miguel & Adriann Robledo-friend of Ginny Estes 
Steven Weight-family member of John Schnable 
Barb VanMeter – friend of Melissa Parks 
Brandi Ruple- granddaughter of J. Ray Stewart 
J.M. & Maxine Moore – parents of Kathy Landrum 
Marsha Barrett – sister of Enid Hunter 
Dan Leonard-friend of Peggy Jones 
Aaron Krauch-friend of Janice Courtney 
Kairos Conde – nephew of Olivia Espino 
Oscar Garcia – brother of Amparo Olguin 
Pray for Ministry Architect team, they have their kick 
off this week. 
 

Please inform the church office if you or a loved one 
are admitted into a hospital, so we may be there for 
you & your family. 
 

For submission to prayer list contact any staff, submit 
via web, or e-mail prayerchain@fccmidland.org 

 
 

 
03/02 Marco Cardozo 
03/03 Jim Morris 
03/03 Destiny Crudgington 
03/03 Morgan Pierce-Dishron 
03/05 Mary Lightfoot 
03/10 Jo Sneed 
03/12 Clyde Kinsey 
03/15 Bill Terry 
03/16 John Schnable 
03/17 Kay Hill 
03/19 Michael Landrum 
03/19 Francisco Cardozo 
03/20 Teresa Griffin 
03/22 Brecken Hattenbach 
03/23 Fred Yates 
03/23 Spencer Armour 

03/23 David Davis 
03/23 Natalia Moriya 
03/24 Mike Stephenson 
03/25 Sharna Gibbons 
03/28 Aimsley Lastoka 
03/30 Joe Gassie 
03/31 Gary Thompson 
 

 
 
 
 

03/04 Roy & Jeannine Hurst 
03/12 Charlie & LuAnn Morgan 
03/17 Beau & Barbara Estes 
03/17 Joe Gassie & Pat Vincent 
03/22 Ken & Jo Sneed 
 
Names in red are youth and children 
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