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Sunday, November 20  
10am      Sunday School 
11am       Traditional Worship  
12pm      Thanksgiving Lunch-
eon 
 
Tuesday, November 22 
7pm       Choir 
 
 

Thursday, November 24 
Happy Thanksgiving 
Church Office Closed 
 
Friday, November 25 
Church Office Closed 
 
Sunday, November 27 
First Sunday of Advent Hanging 
of the Greens 
10am      Sunday School 
11am       Traditional Worship  
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When the angel Gabriel burst in 
on Mary with a “Greetings 
favored one, the Lord is with 
you!”, the Gospel of Luke notes 
that Mary was perplexed and 
pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. If an angel burst in on 
me, I probably wouldn’t stick 

around to figure out what kind of greeting I was being 
offered. But Mary knews that there was something 
significant happening in the Gabriel’s greeting. 
  
Mary then runs off to visit her cousin Elizabeth who is 
already pregnant with John the Baptist, and there we hear 
these two mothers-to-be not only guessing at what their 
children would be, but  also prophesying what the Lord 
would do through the lives they were bringing into the 
world. This wasn’t just about the birth of children—this 
was a plan that God had kept hidden for generations! 
They spoke of things that bore the weight of eternity. 
  
And when shepherds stumbled into Bethlehem, looking 
for a child wrapped in swaddling clothes and resting in a 
feeding trough, they told Mary of all the angels had said 
and done. And the Gospel of Luke adds that, “Mary kept 
close all that was said and meditated upon those words in 
her heart.”  
  
It can be difficult to remember every detail of a child’s 
birth. I remember some of the scary and exciting 

moments of my daughter’s birth, but I don’t think I could 
tell you anything about the conversations I had that day. I 
was so focused on the event itself, and making sure that 
my wife and daughter were safe, that any conversations I 
had that day with the doctor or nurse or even Kori have 
long slipped my memory. But Mary treasured all these 
words, continually brought them to her mind, and I am 
sure she also shared these messages with Jesus as he grew 
up. 
  
I can imagine Jesus heard about the angel Gabriel as a 
bedtime story. I think Mary probably shared her 
“Magnificat” acclamation on the Sabbath. And on his 
birthday, I think Mary took Jesus aside to remind him of 
the shepherds who came to visit on his first birthday. 
These are all messages to keep through a lifetime. 
  
This year we’ll focus on the messages of Advent and 
Christmas, especially the messages of Hope, Peace, Joy 
and Love. Starting this Sunday we’ll distribute a 
devotional booklet written by the staff of volunteer 
leaders of our congregation. And each Sunday we will 
remind ourselves of the words of Christmas that can 
transform our ordinary everyday experience into an 
extraordinary realization of what God is doing for us, 
indeed all creation, each day of the year.  
  
As you push back from your Thanksgiving tables, prepare 
your hearts and minds for this great feast that soon 
begins! 
  
See you at the Table, 
  

  Rev. David Chisham 
 Senior Minister 

The holidays are a time of 
celebration.  However, for many 
who are grieving a loss, the 
holidays can be a difficult time.  
Grief can be amplified as we 
remember loved ones and 
relationships which we have lost. 
We cope in different ways. What 

does NOT work is ignoring our sadness, eliminating 
holiday celebrations, and attending holiday events even 
though it is extremely difficult.   What DOES work is 
acknowledging your pain. It’s okay to hurt and talk about 
it.  Allow others to care for you.  A second thing we can 
do is take charge of our life.  Decide in advance what you 
would like to do and with whom and communicate that to 
others. Third, be patient with yourself.  Be kind to 

yourself. And be patient with those who are 
uncomfortable and do not know what to say. Finally, 
establish some new traditions which allow you to 
recognize and remember your loved one-hang a stocking, 
say a prayer, light a candle, share favorite memories, and 
show others that it is okay to cry.  Christmas is a time 
when to remember that God is with us through the birth of 
His son.  We can also remember that God has been with 
us in the life of our loved one. And He will continue to be 
with us forever. 
 
Stephen Ministry 
Sometimes it takes more than a parka or a blanket to keep 
another person warm—it takes a caring, dependable 
Christian presence. Stephen Ministers share the warmth of 
God’s love with those who need it most. Is God calling 
you to reach out to those who are hurting? Stephen 
Ministry Training begins on Jan. 11   Contact Tom 
Jones 432-553-5456 to find out more.  

Rev. Tom Jones 
Interim Associate Minister 



 

 
 
 
 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good; His love endures forever.” 1 
Chronicles 16:34 
 In this season of 
Thanksgiving, I wanted to take a 
moment to share my gratitude for our 
church, and especially the youth. 

We’ve been very busy over the last two months with 
activities, building relationships, and even attended an all-
day rally in Odessa last Saturday with several other 
Disciples churches. Our church bus was full (7 youth, 5 
children, and 3 adults) – which encouraged lots of 
laughter and fellowship time! The youth also did a service 
project that day that included visiting residents at 
Madison Medical Resort, where we had a chance to sing 
to our friend Cricket Harrison.   
It brings me so much joy to see how God is at work in the 
lives of our youth, and I’m honored to be their leader!  
Many Blessings,  
 
Lauren Disney 
 

Just a reminder that we have Sunday School in the 
youth building at 10:00am. There are usually free donuts 
to eat, and we’d love for more youth to attend!   

Other things from the calendar to note about 
Sunday evening SOLID meetings/changes for the rest of 
the year: 

This Sunday, November 20th, we’re meeting in 
the Parlor (next to the Sanctuary) at 4:00pm 
and have a special guest speaker coming 
from Big Spring. 

 
“Coach C” will be sharing her powerful story with 

us about how God transformed her life from a 
troubled youth in Mississippi into a successful 
and well-respected adult.  

Youth are encouraged to invite friends to attend! 
We’ll eat dinner & finish up by 6:00pm. 

  
We won’t be meeting on November 27th due to it 

falling on Thanksgiving weekend.  
 
Caroling will be on December 4th with the rest of 

the congregation. We’ll gather in the gym at 
4:45pm and be finished at 7:30pm. 

 
 
Our church is also hosting “Night in Bethlehem” 

on December 11th from 6:00-7:30pm.  
Youth will be the actors in several manger scenes 

around the outside of the church.  
Plan to arrive no later than 4:45pm for dinner and 

to put costumes on.  
We can use some additional actors – ask Brenda 

Morris for more details. 
 
The youth Christmas party will be on December 

18th from 4:00-6:00pm (with the surprise 
details pending). Meet outside the youth 
building. 

 
We won’t be meeting for Sunday School or 

SOLID on Christmas Day (December 25th) or 
New Year’s Day (January 1st). These 
programs will resume on January 8th, 2023.  
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Lauren Disney 
Youth Leader 
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November 2, 2022 
 
One of the Outreach Ministries offered by our First Christian Church family is “The Chalice Fund”. This is a  
once-a-year opportunity to make a difference in the lives of those less fortunate in our community.   
 
This year, we will be doing something a little different.  We have invited the families from Buckner’s Family 
Pathways and Family Promise to come to our church on Sunday, December 4th.  The children will get to take part in 
different activities, visit with Santa, and play games. 
Here some ways you can help: 
 

ADOPTION:   Sunday November 13th -There will be two trees adorned with ornaments to select from in the 
Narthex.  If you chose a younger child, we are asking that you spend about $100, which should be enough to buy an 
outfit, a coat and a small toy.  For an older child, we are asking that you spend about $125, since clothing is more 
expensive for them. This should enable these older children to receive an outfit and coat.  If you need to be 
reimbursed or need a record for tax purposes, return your receipts to Anieta in the church office.  The Chalice Fund 
budget will purchase gift cards for shoes for each child. 

 
GIFTS SHOULD BE RETURNED TO THE CHURCH BY NOVEMBER 29TH.  
 

  DONATION:  If you would rather not buy gifts, you can donate to the Chalice Fund.  The money for this 
Outreach Ministry is collected as a special donation.  Please mark your check “The Chalice Fund”.  The money 
donated is used for reimbursements as well as for the $100.00 Walmart Gift Cards given to the parent or guardian of 
each family.  Families with four or more children will receive a $200.00 gift card.  This will allow the parent or 
guardian to buy food or other items they may need during the holidays.   

 
            PRAYER:  Please pray that this Outreach Ministry will make a difference in the lives of the children we touch, and that through this 
ministry we can be a living example of the Jesus we worship and celebrate at this time of the year and all year.   
 

Thank you so much for considering participating in this ministry.  
 
“The Chalice Fund” Coordinators 
Margy House (432-934-5150) margy.house@gmail.com 
 
Jeweli Flores (432-210-6098) jflores@fccmidland.org 



 

11/01 Hayleigh Iness 
11/04 Luke Bourland 
11/04 Kyle Pierce 
11/05 C.C. Petteway 
11/12 Hollyn Pollard 
11/13 Jan Watson 
11/13 Hannah Wright 
11/13 Joan Huff 
11/14 David McColloch 
11/15 Lucille Graham 
11/16 Sheila Crudgington 
11/16 Martha Fentem 
11/18 Kelley McCullough 
11/19 Jeannine Hurst 
11/25 Connie Hawkins 

11/30 Jean Jones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
11/09 Bill & Sharon Boyd 
11/10 Chris & Joan Huff 
11/30 Gene & Beverly Drummond 
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Prayers  & Praises 
Those in need of prayer: 
Crickett Harrison 
Twana Evers 
Betty Odom 
Anne & Fred Schweinning 
Ken Sneed 
Nicky Rodriguez 
Lana Cooley 
Carol Cook 
Marian Mussett 
Joe Gassie 
Janell Burnett 
C.C. Petteway 
Pat Chambers 
Sandy & Diane Faulkner 
Bettye Cook 
Kathy Landrum 
Sharae Buskirk 
Connie Hawkins 
Sheila Crudgington  
Gary Thompson 
 
Military: 
Tyler Brown– grandson of Lyn Brown 
Kinder McCullough-Hyde-daughter of  
     Bill & Kelley McCullough 
Seth Hyde-Son-In -Law of Bill & Kelley McCullough 
Chase Newkumet & Family-friend of Bea Lea Somerville 
 
 
 

Families, Friends Beyond FCC 
Reymondo Garcia-brother of Maria Vinson 
Gary Kennedy –friends of Lauren & Justin Disney 
Faye Carey 
Anfernee Jones-grandson of Jean Jones 
Fred Copeland—father of Lauren Disney 
Eltis Copeland—grandmother of Lauren Disney 
Ed Keah-friend of Joy Singleton 
George Jara – friend of Butch & Sherry Ladd 
Rosa Emma Lujan – friend of FCC 
Hilda Salazar – aunt of Olivia Espino 
Lesa Cain-daughter of Janell Burnett 
Kristie Gilmore-friend of Anne Schweining 
Danny Bishop 
Clint Hurst – husband of Mary Hurst 
Miguel & Adriann Robledo-friend of Ginny Estes 
Steven Weight-family member of John Schnable 
Barb VanMeter – friend of Melissa Parks 
Brandi Ruple- granddaughter of J. Ray Stewart 
J.M. & Maxine Moore – parents of Kathy Landrum 
Marsha Barrett – sister of Enid Hunter 
Dan Leonard-friend of Peggy Jones 
Aaron Krauch-friend of Janice Courtney 
Kairos Conde – nephew of Olivia Espino 
Oscar Garcia – brother of Amparo Olguin 
 
Please inform the church office if you or a loved one are 
admitted into a hospital, so we may be there for you & 
your family. 
 
For submission to prayer list contact any staff, submit via 
web, or e-mail prayerchain@fccmidland.org 
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Children and Youth  
That sure was fun! Thank you so much to all the churches Abilene, San Angelo, and Midland for joining the kids 
at Connection in Odessa for a Fall Rally of worship, service, and learning today.  We are linked in love!  
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Our Deepest Sympathy 
 

 We extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayer to the  
following family who has recently lost a loved one: 

 
The Family of Enid Davis. . . . .  Enid passed away on Monday, November 14, 2022. 

A memorial service will be held at a later date  
at First Christian Church, Midland, TX. 

 
Please keep the Davis Family in your prayers. 
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