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Sunday, November 4 
All Saints’ Sunday 

9m        Contemporary Worship 
10am     Young at Heart Brunch 
11am      Traditional Worship 
5pm      SOLID 
5pm      CELEBRATE 
5pm      Stephen Ministry 
 

Monday, November 5 
9:30am Staff Meeting 
 

Tuesday, November 6 
1:15pm  Food Pantry Stocking 
6pm      SHARE Parent Quest 
7:30pm Boy Scouts 
 

Wednesday, November  7 
7am      Men's Prayer Breakfast  
11:30am Food Pantry 
6pm      Executive Committee 
7pm      Choir 
7:30pm High School Family Group 
 

Thursday, November 8 
11:30am Disciples Women's  
              Bible Study & Luncheon 
7pm       Young Adult Gathering 
 

Friday, November 9-11 
5pm      Youth Fall Rally 
6pm      Girls & Boys Night Out 
6pm      SHARE 
 

Saturday, November 10 
10:30am Kids Club 
10:30am Little Steps & Mom   
 

Sunday, November 11 
Chalice Fund Adoption 

9m        Contemporary Worship 
10am     Sunday School 
11am      Traditional Worship 
5pm      CELEBRATE 
 

This Sunday, November 4, is All Saints’ Sunday.  Not only do we 
remember those saints who have passed on this past year but 
we celebrate those that are still with us. 
 

On that Sunday morning at 10am we gather in our Family Life 
Center for a Brunch provided by the Congregational Nurture  
Ministry Team and our Adult Sunday School Classes. Please 
join us as we surround those members that are 80 years old and 
older with our presence and our love as we honor them. 

All Saints’ SundayNovember 4, 2018 
 

For more than a thousand years, the 
church has observed the first Sunday in 
November as All Saints’ Day. It is a day to 
pause and remember the Saints of the 
church who have died and gone to the 
Lord before us. First Christian Church has           
designated the first Sunday of November, 
which is November 4th, as All Saints’  
Sunday. On this day, in both worship         

services, we will be recognizing the members of our church 
who have died since last  November.  



 

 

 
            
 
 
 

What would you say if 80 families came to church and said we have no church home? 
 

That’s exactly what happened Sunday.   
 

As our community trust has grown, and so many feel comfortable that we provide quality 
community events and the only strings we insist upon are welcome and hospitality, more 
folks tell us who they are and what they might need from us. 
 

It is that moment we’ve waited for.  Even though we live in a time where identity theft is prevalent, and we are 
warned, almost daily, to protect our information at all costs, building walls can’t be the answer in all settings, can it? 
 

By every measurable, Sunday’s TrunkRTreat exceeded expectations, and then some.  The weather was fantastic, the 
church support terrific and the attendance:  OFF THE CHARTS. 
 

We ran out of candy, we ran out of food, we ran out of registration forms and almost everything else.  We had folks 
running everywhere to get more.  We have documentation of over 900, but there was no way to count the walk ups 
and the anonymous, but by the exhaustion of consumables, the attendance had to be 1200-1500.  At one time, the line 
was a solid block long, from the NW corner of the campus, all the way down to the sanctuary! 
 

In that 900 documented registrations, 80 families told us they have no church home.  They didn’t hide it, they didn’t 
deny it, they didn’t leave it blank.  
 

We asked.  They answered.  Now what? 
 

To start, we are going to ask them back with more helpful questions, and then we are going to listen, and then pray for 
direction for where this goes next. 
 

I had a preacher friend in another state ask me why we give out chocolate bunnies and Halloween candy as church.  
Shouldn’t we base church on something more significant than candy? 
 

I told him the bunnies and trunks of candy were low threat examples of how serious we are to welcome folks.  I told 
him cold calls into sanctuaries can be threatening to folks who’ve never been to church and that’s why some never 
cross the threshold.  Now I get to tell him that because of wholesome fun, complete with costumes and a little candy, 
that 80 families were brave enough to tell us they didn’t have a church home.   
 

I think they told us because they want to see if we’ll take the next step. 
 

And we will, because candy and costumes are not too cheap a price to put on a first welcome that we hope leads to 
something more meaningful.  After all, Jesus used a little dried fish and some day-old bread to hold the crowd’s     
attention so he could teach something more significant. 
I’d rather have the candy instead of fish, but that’s just me.  But I want everyone to experience the more significance. 
 

 
 
 
   

 Thoughts… 
  Rev. Mike Hunter 
  Senior Minister 
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902  registered individuals 
276  registered family units 
124  family units have a church home 
80    family units said they did not have a church  
68    family units did not answer 
2      family units said not yet 
2      family units answered N/A 
28    Elementary schools represented  
        13 received flyers 

4      Daycares represented 
4      Jr High’s represented 
1      Freshman school  
2      High schools represented 
6   private schools including Bynum were  
        represented 
29   Trunks 
30    members cooking, serving, registering,  
         working in gym, running errands 



 

 

9 Random Thoughts From the Shoop-Yorks  
About Fostering to Adopt  

 

1. We’ve learned that it is completely possible to whole-heartedly love a child who 
doesn’t share our DNA. Baby R is four months and 8 days old and Heather and I have had 
him for 2 months and 3 days! One of my favorite things to hear in the morning is when 
Heather says, “Oh my gosh, he is SO cute!” We love this kid enormously and somehow the 
love increases daily.  
 

2. We are learning a lot. And we will continue to learn more as each stage is vastly different 
than the previous. We’ve learned about ourselves, each other, baby-ness, and humans in general. But mostly we’ve 
learned that we don’t know anything.  
 

3. The unknown can be terrifying. Will he be healthy? What future complications should we anticipate? Are we    
prepared for them? Will the adoption EVER be finalized? What questions will he have about his biological family as 
he gets older? But then we remind ourselves that fear is a normal feeling for ALL parents. We can try to control/   
predict the future, but the future will make us look like fools every time. We will strive to appreciate the present    
rather than worry about the unknown future.  
 

4. We have an incredible support system! Since day 1, we have been surrounded with family and friends who are   
eager to help. Baby R will be forever loved, not just by us, but by our awesome village. We are so grateful.  
 

5. Sometimes people can be insensitive. We have heard more than once over the past few months, “Why are you 
adopting- can you not have kids on your own?” It’s a forgivable question when it’s one of Heather’s young students 
asking... it’s a little more shocking when the nurse at our pediatrician’s office asks. To be clear, this summer Heather 
and I were still in the discussion phase— not yet trying to actively grow our family. Baby R was true serendipity, so 
it’s not a painful question for us. BUT let’s assume for minute that Heather and I were not able to have biological 
kids. If that were the case, as is for so many, I imagine we would be horrified to be asked such intrusive questions 
from strangers or even loved ones. Talking about an adoption journey is usually a joyous topic - but can also          
potentially be painful for some. Tread with caution.  
 

6. The system is difficult: paperwork, home studies, interviews, caseworkers, reassigned caseworkers, more           
paperwork, court hearings, phone calls, emails, online trainings, face-to-face class trainings, and so much more. It can 
be overwhelming at times, but we remind ourselves that each step and every requirement is in place for a reason. 
Throughout this process we have dealt with several caseworkers, adoption workers, and people with titles we don’t 
quite understand. They are often overworked, but their passion is infectious. They work hard to do what is best for 
each child given the individual circumstances.  
 

7. The need is great, and you can help! A few months ago we learned that if every church in America supported one 
family in their congregation to adopt one child, there would no longer be children in foster care. Imagine that. Just 
one family in each church opening their home to a child in need of one. According to the DFPS website, there are 
currently 843 children in Texas waiting for adoption.  Many are teenagers and/or with special needs. It may seem 
daunting to invite a stranger into your life, but guess what’s scarier than opening your home to a teenager... BEING 
that teenager. A mere kid who may age out of foster care and then have essentially zero family support system as a 
young adult. YOU can be a part of that story- you can change someone’s life forever! The world needs people like 
you!  
 

8. If you are even a teeny bit curious about fostering or fostering to adopt, feel free to reach out to us. We definitely 
don’t have all the answers (let’s be honest- we probably have zero answers) but we’d love to chat with anyone who 
has basic questions! Adoption is often assumed to be a process for those who could not conceive, but we’d love to 
share the message that adoption can also be a FIRST choice in growing a family! 
 

9. Our original thought earlier this year was to get certified as licensed foster parents so that we could provide      
short-term respite care to foster parents in need of a break. Obviously plans changed a little, but we are absolutely 
thrilled about things right now. We have this amazing little baby boy because we have a connection to his biological 
family and because we were open to an adventure (it literally was a 10-minute conversation that the 2 of us had on 
our couch on a Saturday night when we learned about and decided to pursue Baby R). We are figuring our way 
through things one step at a time, but we can already feel the passion growing inside us to become more involved 
with the foster care system in order to help more kids in need! 
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Topics… 
 Rev. T.J. Shoop-York 
 Associate Minister 
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Have you ever  wanted to meet more church 
members, and get more involved in the 
church? Then come meet some great hard 
working members of  First Christian Church! 
Saturday, November 3, FCC is having an all 
church work day. During the work day they 
will be  installing soffit on the youth building, 
changing light bulbs, resetting clocks, working 
on cabinet doors, window cleaning and     
painting. If you are interested, please come to 
the all church work day! 
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Guests 
October 28, 2018 

 

 

Alex & Brittney Hardin 
Dziuk Family 

Blanca Garrido & Natalia Moriya 
Kathe Moser 

Aidan Ramsey 
Corley Family 

Sally Alcorn Haliburton 
Kosanke Family 
Deborah Lucas 
Susan Marshall 
Chug Mendoza 

Jiovanni & Isai Natera 
Kristi & C.C. Petteway 

Carol & Roberta SoloRio 
Waters Family 

Weimerskirch Family  
Betsy Youngers 

Worship Attendance 
October 28, 2018 

 

Contemporary 50 
Traditional  149 

   

Total  199 
 

Disciples Food Pantry 
November 1 

 
 

Families served     55 
    Total People    255 
New Families        15                           

 

Welcome To Our 
 Newest Member 

 

On Sunday, October 28,   
Roberta SoloRio made the        

decision to become a part of our 
church family.  We are excited 

and blessed to have her.  
Welcome, Roberta 

Gifts received for Next Step Building Fund 
In Memory of  

Margaret Christensen  
and 

Orvin Hershell “Bud” Rupe 
Father of Keith Gibbons 



 

 

FCC’s All Church Thanksgiving Luncheon 
 

Make plans now to attend our annual all church 
Thanksgiving Luncheon on Sunday, November 18,   
immediately following the 11am, Combined worship 
service.  The Congregational Nurture Ministry team is 
furnishing the meat, dressing, bread and dessert.  
Please bring a side dish to complete the menu.  Come, 
bring a friend and join us as we give thanks for all 
God has done for us. 



 

Birthdays 
11/02 Briar Johnson 
11/04 Melissa Bianchi 
11/04 Luke Bourland 
11/07 Rylea Tercero 
11/08 Nell Coats 
11/08 Clark Rucker 
11/10 Bill McCuan 
11/12 Hollyn Pollard 
11/13 Joan Huff 
11/13 Hannah Wright 
11/14 David McColloch 
11/14 Trinia Rowland 
11/15 Lucille Graham 
11/15 Tim Miller 
11/16 Martha Fentem 
11/18 Kelley McCullough 
11/19 Jannie Hurst 
11/19 Freda Kinsey 
11/19 Ashley Tercero 
11/21 Beatrice Petraitis 
 

Anniversaries 
11/09 Bill & Sharon Boyd 
11/10 Chris & Joan Huff 
11/27 Bill & Char Womack 
11/29 Jerry & Jana Floyd 
11/30 Gene & Beverly Drummond 
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Special Notes:  
Our joys, concerns and deepest 

needs are already on God’s heart 
long before we put them to paper.  

 

…for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him. Matthew 6:8 

 

 

 Prayers  & Praises 

Those in need of prayer: 
Martha Trentham & Family 
Lynda Terry & Family 
Traci Hopper 
Judy Spruell  
Betty Whitmire 
June Jarrett 
Helen Estes 
Faye Casey 
Robert & Sheila Crudgington 
Roberta Hurt 
Bill Schneider 
Mary Mauldin 
George Head 
Bill & Char Womack 
 

Military: 
Joe Henderson - son of Holly Moore 
Kinder McCullough-daughter of Bill & Kelley McCullough 
 
Families, Friends Beyond FCC 
Debra Gaffron – sister of J. Ray Stewart 
David Shipman – nephew of J. Ray Stewart 
Juan Gil – friend of J. Ray Stewart 
Judy Espino-sister in law to Charla Espino 
Junior Espino-cousin of Charla Espino 

Kim Rhodes & family-friend of Lisa Craven 
Annie Jackson-friend of Cecila Ambrose 
Courtney Bradley– friend of Jeweli Flores & Amanda Bourland 
Pat Gee-friend of Joy Singleton 
Maureen Singleton-niece of Joy Singleton 
Aaron Krauch-friend of Janis Courtney 
Leigh Irwin – mother of Jana Floyd 
Millie Duncan – friend of Butch & Sherry Ladd 
Rita Jones-friend of Celia Ambrose 
Debbie and James Van Stavern-friend of Austella Berry 
Butch Broom-friend of Sara Cranford 
Mark Hendricks-son of Jackie Hendricks 
Dick Cranford – uncle of Mark Cranford 
Margie Singleton-daughter-in-law of Joy Singleton 
Barbara Williams – daughter of Ray Stewart 
Kairos Conde – nephew of Olivia Espino 
Oscar Garcia – brother of Amparo Olguin 
Kathy Dunnan- friend of Peggy Jones 
Ferrell Powell- friend of Sharon & Bill Boyd 

Martha Pollock – friend of Sara Cranford 
   
 Please inform the church office if you or a loved one are            
admitted into a hospital, so we may be there for you &  
your family. 

  
For submission to prayer list contact any staff, submit via 
web, or e-mail prayerchain@fccmidland.org 
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