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Sunday, January 29 
10am     Sunday School 
11am      Traditional Worship  
4:30pm  SOLID 6-12th grade 
4:30pm  CELEBRATE k-5th 
               grade 
 
Tuesday, January 31 
6:30pm Cub Scouts 
7:30pm  Boy Scouts 
 
Wednesday, February 1 
9am       Food Pantry 
7pm      Choir 
 
Sunday, February 5 
Scout Sunday 
10am     Sunday School 
11am      Traditional Worship  
4:30pm  SOLID 6-12th grade 
4:30pm  CELEBRATE k-5th 
               grade 
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Through the first two weeks of 
our sermon series, we saw how 
Jesus was experiencing and 
demonstrating that the Kingdom 
of Heaven, God’s reign, has come 
near to us. In baptism, Jesus saw 
the heavens open before him, and 

in calling his first disciples into ministry, Jesus actively 
sought the marginalized and the underqualified, healing 
them and bringing wholeness to them, offering a way of 
life shaped by the awareness of God’s presence. In the 
Gospel of Matthew, we next come to the Jesus’ teaching 
in the Sermon on the Mount. 
  
I’ve often found it interesting the people will hold up the 
10 Commandments as the quintessential expression of 
God’s instruction on human ethics, demanding that they 
be posted in public places such as court houses and 
classrooms; however, the eight (or nine, depending on 
how you count them) beatitudes are reserved for 
devotional materials and bible study.  
  
The Sermon on the Mount begins with a bold declaration 
of what it means to be blessed—a meaning that’s often 
counterintuitive to our common usage of the word. Just 
yesterday, while dropping my daughter off at dance, 
there was a Jeep with a spare wheel cover inscribed with 
the word “Blessed”. I’ve seen that word used for bumper 
stickers and pasted on baseball caps and elegantly 
painted signs in living rooms. I wouldn’t disagree that 
they’ve been blessed by God, but I’d also ask if they’ve 
experienced the fulness of God’s blessing. 
  
If you live long enough, and it doesn’t take very long, 
you’re going to experience some negative things. 
Although we associate the negatives of life with the 
absence of God’s presence, Jesus tells us that is precisely 

when we find God closest to us. When we’re 
experiencing lack and loss, when we don’t feel up to the 
task, when we’re feeling weak, that is when we can let go 
of our illusions of control enough that, perhaps, we’ll 
open ourselves to God’s power and presence. 
  
A couple years ago, following a back injury, I was quite 
poor in spirit. I was immobile and unable to “do for 
myself”. I had to trust that my family would be there to 
help me, that I would be surrounded by folks who cared, 
and that God would go to work helping me heal. While I 
wouldn’t want to experience that back pain and 
discomfort again, still, looking back on that time, I truly 
feel blessed through that experience. 
  
I’ve known many others who have mourned difficult 
losses, who have shown mercy despite unthinkable 
injustices done to them, who have been persecuted for 
following God’s direction in their life. Though battered 
and bruised, rather than becoming jaded and angry, their 
capacity to show love grew exponentially. Truly, God 
has blessed them. 
  
How has God blessed you in the midst of negative 
experiences? How has your capacity to love increased as 
you’ve overcome the challenges of life?  
The “Messianic Program” that Jesus came to accomplish 
truly upends our assumptions about the world and our 
experience.  May we continue to listen closely to the life 
and teachings of God’s anointed one, our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. 
  
See you at the Table, 
 

  Rev. David Chisham 
 Senior Minister 

Gifts Given 
In Memory of: 
 
Children’s Memorial Fund 
Shorty Williamson 
Enid Davis 
Carol Ann Johnson 
 

Memorial Fund 
Enid Davis 
 
Mauldin Scholarship Fund 
Carol Ann Johnson 



 

 
 
 

Community Spotlight 
 
Every month First Christian 
Church’s Community Outreach 
Team will highlight one nonprofit 
from our community. We will lift 
up this nonprofit in as many ways 
as we can in an attempt to build 
relationships with organizations 

within the community and provide service opportunities 
to our service-driven congregation.  
 
The nonprofit we are highlighting for this month is an 
incredible organization that actually began here at First 
Christian Church. This month we are highlighting 
S.H.A.R.E West Texas.  
 
S.H.A.R.E West Texas partners with the entire family of 
families with members that have special needs. Their goal 
is to maintain and build strong, successful families. They 
aspire to grant access to supportive programs that enable 
families to experience the joy of their journey.  
 
Their website is sharewtx.org. On that website you can 
find this touching video that shares what S.H.A.R.E West 
Texas is all about.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This upcoming Sunday, January 29th, Traci Hopper, the 
Executive Director of S.H.A.R.E West Texas will be in 
service to answer any questions you may have regarding 
S.H.A.R.E. We will also begin our service with the video 
on their home page. We will also have multiple handouts 
on the Welcome Table in the back of the Narthex with 
service opportunities associated with S.H.A.R.E.  
 
If you have any questions or would like to learn more 
about S.H.A.R.E. West Texas, please reach out to me.  
 
 
 
 
Remy Tercero 
Associate Minister 
rtercero@fccmidland.org 
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Remy Tercero 
Associate Minister 
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Greetings, fellow church members 
and friends! I'm sure you've heard 
Pastor David talking a lot lately 
about the new partnership our 
church has with Ministry 
Architects. I just want to take a 
moment to say THANK YOU for 
this opportunity! Your input, 

along with the assessment and coaching they are 
providing, will allow our staff to receive feedback and 
provide opportunities for growth in our children’s and 
youth programs. I'm excited about what the future holds!  
 
I also want to thank our AWESOME youth parents/
guardians for encouraging and/or bringing their teenagers 
to attend our Sunday school, church, and SOLID 
programs! I know that Sunday has become a day of rest/
preparation for many people. But I can also tell you from 
personal experience that the combination of learning 
more about God + fellowship with peers makes a 
priceless impact in the lives of our teenagers!  
Speaking of our youth Sunday school class - we started a 
new interactive curriculum series last week! We’ll be 
spending a few weeks exploring what Jesus is “for,” as 
well as simplifying ways that we can examine, personally 
apply, and share the Gospel with others.  
I have also made some updates to SOLID (4:30-6:00pm 
Sunday evenings, unless otherwise noted). Mark your 
calendars now with these dates/details: 
 
January 29th - GAME night! Time to get competitive! 
Dust off and BRING some of your favorite card/board 
games. Meet in the youth building.  

February 5th - Valentine’s project night! Meet in the youth 
building.  

 
February 12th: Annual BOWLING PARTY during the 
Super Bowl! Meet at Bowlero, 5:15pm; pickup at 
7:30pm. You’re welcome to bring friends, but please 
RSVP to Lauren by February 8th! Bring money for any 
extra food/arcade games that you want to order/play.  

 
February 19th – Burning of ashes for Palm Sunday + gym 
time (joining children). I will be out of town, but Mrs. 
Shannon has agreed to be in charge that day.  

 
FEBRUARY 24-26th – Regional RALLY at our church! 
Open to 3rd - 12th graders. Stay tuned for more details! 
(SOLID will NOT be meeting on that Sunday night). 

 
March 5th/March 26th: Activities TBD. Meet in the youth 
building.  

 
We will NOT be meeting for SOLID during Spring Break 
(March 12th-19th); Easter Sunday (April 9th); or on 
Mother’s Day (May 14th).  
 
April and May meeting dates/details will be announced in 
future newsletters.  
 
Thank you again for all the feedback and support you’ve 
shared with me over the last few months. I LOVE our 
church and serving in this role! Please reach out to me at 
(432) 664-4674 with any questions.  
God bless and Carpe diem, 

  Lauren Disney 
Youth Leader 
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"There is no cost to attend the live sessions virtually or to access any of the presentations. To check out the 
presentations go to https://faithinclusionnetwork.org/c4a-2023/ 
Interested? Send your e-mail to Tom Jones  tjones@faithinclusionnetwork.org  and you will receive a link which will 
give you access. " 
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Prayers  & Praises 
Those in need of prayer: 
Crickett Harrison 
Twana Evers 
Betty Odom 
Anne & Fred Schweinning 
Ken Sneed 
Nicky Rodriguez 
Lana Cooley 
Carol Cook 
Marian Mussett 
Joe Gassie 
Janell Burnett 
C.C. Petteway 
Pat Chambers 
Kathy Landrum 
Connie Hawkins 
Sheila Crudgington  
Gary Thompson 
 
Military: 
Tyler Brown– grandson of Lyn Brown 
Kinder McCullough-Hyde-daughter of  
     Bill & Kelley McCullough 
Seth Hyde-Son-In -Law of Bill & Kelley McCullough 
Chase Newkumet & Family-friend of  
    Bea Lea Somerville 
 
Families, Friends Beyond FCC 
Reymondo Garcia-brother of Maria Vinson 

Gary Kennedy –friends of Lauren & Justin Disney 
Faye Carey 
Anfernee Jones-grandson of Jean Jones 
Fred Copeland—father of Lauren Disney 
Eltis Copeland—grandmother of Lauren Disney 
Ed Keah-friend of Joy Singleton 
George Jara – friend of Butch & Sherry Ladd 
Lesa Cain-daughter of Janell Burnett 
Kristie Gilmore-friend of Anne Schweining 
Danny Bishop 
Clint Hurst – husband of Mary Hurst 
Miguel & Adriann Robledo-friend of Ginny Estes 
Steven Weight-family member of John Schnable 
Barb VanMeter – friend of Melissa Parks 
Brandi Ruple- granddaughter of J. Ray Stewart 
J.M. & Maxine Moore – parents of Kathy Landrum 
Marsha Barrett – sister of Enid Hunter 
Dan Leonard-friend of Peggy Jones 
Aaron Krauch-friend of Janice Courtney 
Kairos Conde – nephew of Olivia Espino 
Oscar Garcia – brother of Amparo Olguin 
 
Please inform the church office if you or a loved one 
are admitted into a hospital, so we may be there for 
you & your family. 
 
For submission to prayer list contact any staff, submit 
via web, or e-mail prayerchain@fccmidland.org 

 
 

 
01/04 Mary Beth Corbett 
01/04 Bill McCullough 
01/05 Lynda Terry 
01/06 Joy Singleton 
01/06 LeeAnna Crudgington 
01/10 Ray Berry 
01/10 J.R. Bourland 
01/12 Rowen Hattenbach 
01/13 Virgie Lewis 
01/14 Ed Hall 
01/17 Cora James 
01/18 Todd Wells 
01/18 Heather Wells 
01/20 Charla Espino 
01/25 Donna Campbell 

01/28 Junior Kosanke 
01/29 Blake Woods 
01/31 Pat Howard 
01/31 Margy House 
01/31 Dana Ellis 
01/31 Beth Crawford 
 
 
 
 

 

 
01/25 Justin & Lauren Disney 
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