
THURSDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
 
PART ONE: 
 
Today Jesus did many things. To understand what he did with his disciples, we need to go back to 
Exodus 12:1-14 (see below for a link to the passage). In the Exodus, God was sending plagues 
against Pharaoh, who would not let God’s people go. The last one would take the life of every first 
born in Egypt. God warned Pharaoh that this would happen. He also warned his people to prepare 
for that night. They were to take an unblemished, one year old, male lamb, kill it, and take its blood 
and paint it on the door frame of their houses. They were then to roast the lamb and eat it with 
unleavened  bread and bitter  herbs together in the house that night. When God sent the plague of 
death for the first born, He would passover their houses and spare the people inside.  
 
As you read the passage, look at the detail which God gives the people. What does he say about his 
actions in Exodus 12:12? He is executing Judgement; He is the Lord! What happens to His people? 
Are they Judged? Is the judgement of death carried out on them?  Why do they get life? Is because 
of their innate goodness as God’s people? Or, could it have something to do with the blood of the 
lamb and the eating of the body of the lamb? Could it be that God has always had a greater plan for 
his people than we sometimes think about? 
 
One more thought - Note that they were commanded to celebrate that moment every year 
remembering the night they escaped death because of the death of a lamb.  
 
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A1-14&version=ESV 
 
Exodus 12:1-14  The Passover (ESV) 
 
12 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for you the beginning of months. It 
shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month 
every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household. 4 And if the household is too 
small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to what 
each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You 
may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the 
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.[a] 
7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they 
eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 
9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you shall let 
none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall 
eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is 
the Lord's Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land 
of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13 The blood 
shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague 
will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 
14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your 
generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A1-14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A1-14&version=ESV#fen-ESV-1823a


PART TWO: 
 
So what was Jesus doing? He was having dinner with his friends. It was a very special dinner called 
the Passover meal. He was doing what God had told them to do. Remembering the night they were 
passed over by death by killing the Lamb, putting the blood on the door, and eating the roasted 
lamb. To understand this particular night, we need to understand what John the Baptist said about 
Jesus when he saw him walking down the road. He said, “Look, the lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) 
 
Here’s what it looks like, The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, is having dinner 
with his friends remembering when a lamb was killed to save the lives of God’s people from death! In 
the middle of that dinner, he stops everything and gives them a mandate. That is where we get the 
name for Maundy Thursday which means mandate. He says, gives them a New Covenant, a 
mandate in his body and blood. 
 
Remember the words we say during the consecration:  
 
After Giving thanks to the Father, He broke bread and said, “take and eat, this is my body which is 
given for you. 
 
After supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and said, “take and drink, this is the new covenant in my 
blood, which is shed for the forgiveness of your sins. As often as you do this, do it in remembrance 
of me.” 
 
His mandate to us was to receive His body and Blood to assure us of His forgiveness for our sins. 
Then the real kicker, He tells them they will betray him. 
 
Read the reading below and take some time to think about how God gave us everything we needed 
from the beginning. We just didn’t see it until the real lamb came, stood before us and said, From 
now on, you will be eating and drinking from my real body and my real blood.” You are forgiven! And 
then Jesus went to die for us on the cross, The real lamb of God, who takes away our sins, the sins 
of the world! 
 
On this Mandate Thursday spend some time thinking about Him, keeping your eyes fixed on him and 
preparing to observe what the Lamb of God did for you on the Cross on Good Friday. 
 
Here is the link for the readings: 
 
Matthew 26:17-30;Mark 14:12-26; Luke 22:7-23; John 13:1-30 
 
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A17-30%3BMark+14%3A12-26%3B+Luke+22%3A
7-23%3B+John+13%3A1-30&version=ESV 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A17-30%3BMark+14%3A12-26%3B+Luke+22%3A7-23%3B+John+13%3A1-30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A17-30%3BMark+14%3A12-26%3B+Luke+22%3A7-23%3B+John+13%3A1-30&version=ESV

