
SATURDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
 
What did Jesus do on Saturday? 
 
So we did our Good Friday service last night and now we get to rest because Jesus doesn’t do 
anything today. Right? Right! Well, maybe. Well maybe not. What happens on the Saturday after 
Good Friday before Easter? Here’s what Matthew: 
 
Matthew 27:62-66 (ESV) 
 
62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 
and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64 Therefore 
order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He 
has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of 
soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66 So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and 
setting a guard. 
 
Ok, Just what we said. Jesus is resting in the tomb and the Pharisees are afraid. So they post 
guards to make sure his disciples don’t pull a fast one on them and steal the body of Jesus. Yeah, 
the bungling disciples who make lame stands with swords, yes, that’s you Peter, and the others who 
run away and hide. Those Disciples. They are going to steal the body and say Jesus has risen? 
Don’t think so. 
 
So, there really isn’t anything left to say. The disciples are hiding and everyone knows Jesus has 
died and rests in the Tomb. The Gospels are silent. Scripture also seems silent until you come 
across this little beauty of a verse: 
 
1 Peter 3:18-19 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to 
death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 
 
And there you go! The debate begins. Could it be that Jesus wasn’t resting, but instead, he was 
preaching the lights out in Hell declaring God’s complete and final victory over sin and death and 
satan and evil? Yup. That little beauty of a verse from Jesus’ bungling, sword drawing, denying three 
times, always giving us some comedic relief from ourselves side kick, yes, that’s you Peter, says it 
all! 
 
I like to think of Peter as the comic in Comic duo. The straight man always sets up the comic who 
then does bone headed things that we all identify with. Who better than Peter to tell us about this 
little beauty of a verse. Peter, the one who is always our comic relief, get’s a laugh on the gospel 
writers. Hey guys you left this one out! 
 
But, could it be that there is more than comic relief in this verse?  Again, this is Peter telling us what 
happened. You know him, Peter, who probably always needed that extra assurance. The disciple we 
identify with because Peter is often the object lesson in Jesus’ teaching. Could it be Peter gets to 



share this part of Jesus’ journey with us, because we most definitely need extra assurance 
too?Maybe Jesus is saying, “Hey Peter, you are not the bungling comedy guy.  Peter, you get to 
announce how the gates of hell have been shut to you and for them!” 
 
So,Peter writes about Jesus’ trip to hell and tells us that Jesus declared Victory! Does it make sense 
to you now? Or, is there still a question about this whole hell thing? Couldn’t Jesus have gone there 
to suffer? But Jesus says, “it is finished”  at the cross? Does it make sense he goes to hell to suffer? 
Wow, look at all the questions this one verse can generate! Yup. This verse is a thing of beauty. 
People have been arguing over it for hundreds of years. That’s why some people don’t think that this 
verse relates to Saturday at all. (that discussion is for another time) 
 
 
I think it only makes sense that Jesus is declaring Victory. Remember, what Jesus tells us in the 
parable of the Rich man and Lazerus. He says in Luke 16:26 “ And besides all this, between us and you a 
great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over 
from there to us.” (NIV).  When we think of hell, as sinners, there is a proclamation by Jesus that says 
we can’t get out! Could it be that he is declaring that we do not need to fear that proclamation ever 
again. Hell has no hold on us. Jesus isn’t resting, he’s proclaiming his victory that nothing can grab 
us away from him! That is assuring to me! 
 


