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From the Pastor…   
 

     When I first arrived at WPPC about three and 
half years ago, we hosted a round of listening 
circles.  We probably didn’t call them that—
maybe we called them welcome dinners?—
whatever we called them, they were an 
opportunity for me to meet each of you face-to-
face in small group gatherings and hear directly 
from you about your reasons for being a part of 
the WPPC community and your hopes and 
dreams for us.  That wasn’t the first time many of 
you had participated in a listening group format 
like that—it’s a tried and true model for the 
leadership of a group or community to check its 
assumptions and hear directly from its base. 
What’s more is that these kinds of gathering tend 
to be connecting and enjoyable for everyone, 
which is probably why they work! 
 
     One of the things that I heard over and over 
during those first listening sessions and in later 
gatherings was a desire for our community as a 
whole to be more directly involved in social 
justice efforts.  People had different words to 
name that desire—some talked about “mission”, 
others about “witness”, and still others about 
“praying with our actions”—but the basic message 
was fairly clear: many of our members wanted to 
be more involved as a body in responding to 
some of the social justice concerns talked about in 
worship and other church settings.  That phrase I 
emphasized there—as a body—was an important 
aspect of what I heard. While no one expected 
that every single congregation member would be 
involved in some particular effort in exactly the 
same way, there was a desire to have a narrower 
focus and broader investment on the part of the 
congregation for our social justice efforts. WPPC 
community members were fairly consistent about 
expressing their pride in the fact that we talk 

about a broad range of relevant justice issues in 
worship and educational settings, and they were 
consistent in expressing their pride in the 
activism of individual congregation members—no 
one wanted to stop either of those things from 
happening—but many didn’t feel that the church 
as a whole is currently active as a body in living 
out our faith-based call to work as allies and 
activists for social justice…at least, not to the 
degree they hoped to be.  Now, to be clear, these 
conversations were not dismissing or forgetting 
the work already being done with extraordinary 
commitment and consistency through the Soup 
Kitchen and the St. Charles ministry. That is 
certainly important work that our community 
does as a body…and there was desire to do more.   
 
     Over the course of the last year, the Witness 
Committee has worked hard to address some of 
these concerns. Just like people expressed a 
desire for broader congregational involvement in 
social justice concerns during those initial 
listening groups, many members of the Witness 
committee expressed similar concerns and 
desires. To address this, the Witness committee 
spent last year examining what it was already 
doing that the broader congregation wasn’t really 
involved in and made the difficult but necessary 
decision to stop doing some things with the hope 
that those decisions would free up time, 
resources, and energy to do something new.  This 
was not an easy or perfect process, but the  
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committee and its leadership did some important work together.  At the end of the year, the Witness 
Committee proposed that Session adopt “immigration and refugee concerns” as a primary mission focus 
for the whole church for 2017.  Session did so with the understanding that this was not just a symbolic 
stamp of approval—this was an affirmation that the leadership of the church as a whole (not just the 
Witness Committee) was committed and invested in this focus.  When Session made this decision, it 
acknowledged that it did not yet know the exact form that this mission focus would take—that would 
require more investigation, assessment of our resources, and discernment regarding the passions, 
interests, and energy of our congregation members.  As you’ve heard, a task force has been hard at work 
learning about possible options and, before and after worship on May 7, the task force will be sharing some 
of what it has learned so far.   
 
     I’m very aware that many people are eager to “get going” on whatever it is that we’re going to do…and 
the task force has heard you and will be sharing more very soon about an immediate way to help refugees 
who are already here in our city.  At the same time, the leadership of Witness, the task force, and I are 
aware that we haven’t yet taken the important step of sitting down and listening to each of you in a deeper 
way.  We need to hear more from you about what you think, wonder, and hope about the church’s 
involvement in this area of social justice work.  It’s essential that we take the time to listen to you if we’re 
going to make a proposal for a long-range program, project, or partnership that we would be doing as a 
body. If we don’t take the time to do this, we run the risk of committing to something we cannot sustain. 
Again, we do not expect that every person would be involved in the same ways in whatever it is that we do; 
in fact, that’s one of the criteria for what we decide—that there are multiple ways and levels for people to 
enter into the partnership and be involved in our collective effort.   
 
     So, this is all coming down to a request from me as your pastor. Soon you will receive an invitation to 
sign up and attend a listening group (we’re hoping that these gatherings will also include an opportunity to 
participate in a short-term project to help refugees who are already in our city—stay tuned!). Here’s the 
request: when you receive the invitation, please make every effort to participate in one of the sessions and, 
when you do, to show up with an open mind and open heart to the conversation.  We hope these 
conversations will be connecting and community-building as well as an important discernment tool that 
will help us faithfully discern our next steps as a body. In preparation to act as we believe God is calling us 
to act, we’ve been listening and we will keep listening…and we hope you will join us. 
 
     Grace and peace,   

          ~Pastor Staci 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Tuesday Scripture Conversation Texts 
 
(Scripture Conversation with Pastor Staci meets 
every Tuesday at noon at the Green Bean, 8525 
Greenwood Ave N.) 
 

May 2: Acts 15:1-8 
 
May 9: Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21 
 
May 16: Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29 
 
May 23: Acts 2: 1-21 
 
May 30: TBD 

May Worship and Scripture Readings  
 
Sunday, May 7  -   4th Sunday of Easter 

Mission Update from Task Force before and 
after worship 
Acts 8:26-39 
 

Sunday, May 14  -   5th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 15:1-8 
 

Sunday, May 21  -  6th Sunday of Easter 
Children’s Time during worship 
Galatians 1:13-17;  2:11-21 
 

Sunday, May 28  -   7th Sunday of Easter 
Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29 
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Bits and  Pieces 
                WE CHOOSE WELCOME!  

 

WPPC HAS RECEIVED INFORMATION of an open Design Review Board Recommendation 
Meeting re: the property across 70th from the church at 7009 Greenwood Ave. N. The meeting will be held 
Monday, May 1, 6:30 pm at the Ballard Community Center, 6020  28th Ave. NW, in the Sunset/Capt. 
Ballard Room. 
  

THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE will be back up in a new format shortly (May 15?).  
 

HOLY HOPS BATMAN! Join us for some fellowship and pointed discussion in a new group here at 
WPPC we’re calling Holy Hops. We’ll be meeting monthly and talking about current topics that are 
important to the group.  In May we will be meeting on Tuesday May 23rd, 7 pm at The Tin Lizzie Lounge; 
600 Queen Anne Ave N, Seattle, on lower Queen Anne..  See the invitation on page 4 in this month’s Press 
for more information or talk to Todd Peterson. 
 

THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE invites you to be a Liturgist in 2017. If you would like to volunteer 
please call the church office, (206) 782-3776, or sign up Sunday on the list by the Sanctuary doors.  
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  

Recovery:  Flo Bliss; Bethany Erickson; Evelyn Merritt; Margaret Russell; Ken Stover.   

Missionaries: Brian and Sandi Thompson-Royer.   

Our college students:  Arthur Bale, Miki Bale, Colin Bronsdon, Jessica Cruz, Erin Emery, Kai 

Hirayama, Luke Luttrell, and Ben Peterson. 

Presbytery Connections -  May, 2017 
By Roger Lee 

 

      At the April meeting of Seattle Presbytery, the Colombia Mission Task Force, which is co
-chaired by Pastor Staci, gave a summary of their recent trip to Barranquilla.  The Seattle 1st 
PC administrative commission gave its status report.  For more information see: 
          http://seattlepresbytery.org/reports/ 
     As Presbyterians increasingly face legal and other issues around providing welcome and 
hospitality to immigrants, the PC(USA), has released a new resource for congregations titled, 
“Welcome and the Law.”  For more information see: 
          https://www.pcusa.org/news/2017/4/12/stated-clerk-endorses-new-resource-immigration-
and/ 

     Five congregations call immigrant ministry a blessing in a retelling of their experiences 
around providing welcome and hospitality.  For more information see: 
          http://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/April-5-2017/ 

     “For decades, lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender pastors could face judicial charges 
within the church.”  These words are part of the opening screens of the recently released 
documentary “Out of Order.”  For more information see: 
         http://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/April-12-2017/ 

     The co-moderators of the PC(USA) are urging Presbyterians via their “One Church, One 
Book” project to read and discuss Waking up White by Debby Irving.  For more information 
see:     http://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/March-18/  

http://seattlepresbytery.org/reports/
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2017/4/12/stated-clerk-endorses-new-resource-immigration-and/
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2017/4/12/stated-clerk-endorses-new-resource-immigration-and/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/April-5-2017/
http://www.outoforderdoc.com/trailer
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/April-12-2017/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/March-18/
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Woodland Park Presbyterian Church 
225 N. 70th St. 
Seattle, WA 98103  
woodlandparkpres@qwestoffice.net 
(206) 782-3776 
www.wppcseattle.org 
 
Ministers           The Congregation 
Pastor                The Reverend Staci Imes 
     pastorstaci@wppcseattle.org 
Parish Associate     The Reverend Ellen Acton 
Minister of Music                Jeffrey Wilsor 
Office Manager                  DeAnne Hamlin 
Church Newsletter Editor                 Alan Herbig 
Church Librarian                Jeri Lee 
Church Custodian                  Tom Keim 
Nursery Attendant      Jenna VanderMeer Davis 
 
     Articles for the Woodland Park Press are due 
by the 20th of the month. E-mail them to me at 
debbiealan@yahoo.com  .  
     Please make sure to note your name and phone 
number with your article so I may contact you if I have 
any questions. Thanks again to all of the contributors 
for this month’s Press! 
     Thanks  -   
     Alan Herbig  -  Editor  
     Woodland Park Press 

Holy Hops, Batman! 
 

     Several months ago, I heard of other churches having an 
evening discussion group with a wide range of topics from a book 
reading to simple social discussions.  These also included being 
at locations away from the church building in part to encourage 
interaction with each other on a different level than Sunday 
mornings or committee meetings.  I thought about getting 
something like this started here at WPPC but there were always scheduling conflicts and church season 
planning so it never happened. 
     Skip ahead 16 months and, well, it was time to just put it out there and see what happens.  A few people 
got together in late April and we started the discussion. We talked about when to meet, how often, 
discussion structure, where to meet etc.  We also enjoyed some great beer at Hale’s Ales in Ballard. 
     The group is open to anyone that can make the set time and location. We have initially decided that 
monthly would work.  There would be some amount of a guided discussion so people who wish to can 
prepare ahead of time.  It would take place in locations where there were always non-alcoholic beverages 
available.  People can be free to attend or not depending upon their calendars and should not feel bad 
about missing them and should always feel welcomed back. The group would set the time and location for 
the next meeting. The group will determine how these guidelines develop. 
     I hope you can join us.  Our May discussion will generally be about being relevant in our Christian walk 
to today’s issues.  This could be in our work setting, in our worship setting or simply in our daily lives.  Our 
next meeting will be Tuesday, May 23, 7:00 p.m. at The Tin Lizzie Lounge. 600 Queen Anne Ave 
N, Seattle 98109, on lower Queen Anne. 
     I’m excited to see where this group goes. It’s an opportunity to meet and get to know each other on 
another level than we do on normally, or perhaps it just enhances that.  
     Hop(e) to see you there……did you see what I did there? 
     Todd Peterson 

 
FOR THOSE WANTING  
A MONTHLY DAYTIME  

opportunity to hear information on refugees, 
Roger Lee shares this information:  

REFUGEE FORUM OF KING COUNTY  
is held the Third Thursday, each 

month from 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. at:  
Renton City Hall Council 

Chambers, 7th Floor, 
1055 South Grady Way,  

Renton, WA 98055    
Directions at www.rentonwa.gov. 

mailto:pastorstaci@wppcseattle.org
http://www.rentonwa.gov/
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Immigrant and Refugee 
Task Force 
  

    The members of the task force have 
continued looking into opportunities in the 
greater Puget Sound and the more local 
Greenwood area that WPPC could get 
involved with to assist already established 
groups that are helping those in need.  We 
have begun developing some good ideas but are always interested in more. 
     We have met with other PC(USA) churches to learn what they are doing and how they are 
doing it. The Church Council of Greater Seattle is developing and coordinating the Sanctuary 
movement here and they have had some interesting learning opportunities for us.  Lutheran 
Community Services (LCS) has multiple needs, both immediate and long term. While we are very 
much learning about future opportunities for us we are very aware that there is a desire in the 
congregation to “do something”. 
     To that end Gary Ireland has been in touch with LCS to learn what they might need immediate 
help with.  We are preparing a proposal to Session to fund Orca Cards and hygiene kits.  We 
anticipate getting 25 Orca cards that will be given to needy people to assist in their transportation 
needs. The hygiene kits will be made up of tooth brushes, tooth paste, soap, and other necessities 
that LCS will distribute. Both of these are ongoing so we see these as perhaps continuing 
involvement opportunities. 
     We are planning two times to discuss what we’ve learned with the congregation on Sunday May 
7th – 1st before church at 9:00 a.m. in the adult ed room and the 2nd after church in the Gathering 
Space.  We hope you can attend one of those to learn more about what we’ve been up to and to 
also get some feedback from the congregation on interest levels and work they may already be 
involved with that we might be able to join them in.   
     Our approach to this task force is not to find things for the congregation to do or where to 
spend our Mission in Motion set aside. It is more to find out what the congregation is interested 
in, what are we already doing that might have greater needs and where can we get involved, both 
locally and more regionally.  While the “doing” part of this will happen, it is also important for us 
to learn about and ourselves and our neighbors. We will need to nurture ways to work on that. 
     Our task force meets occasionally after the church service Sunday mornings for about 30 
minutes or so. We welcome all interested to attend. 
     We hope to see you on May 7th. 
     Todd Peterson 

What?   
You or your committee has an upcoming event and you want everyone to know? 

Do you realize that The Press is printed and mailed to 250 interested folks  
and e-mailed to another 250 interested folks every month?? 

So, read the contact information on page 4 and send the editor a note  
by the 20th of the month about  what you’re about to do … 
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A Book Review from the WPPC Library 
 

Christianity and the Social Crisis in the 21st Century:  
 The Classic That Woke Up the Church. 
  by Walter Rauschenbusch 
 

     In the wake of the success of God's Politics (Jim Wallis), comes an 
anniversary edition of Walter Rauschenbusch's Christianity and the 
Social Crisis. PBS has named Rauschenbusch one of the most influential 
American religious leaders in the last 100 years,. so it seems fitting on the 100th anniversary of 
the publication of Christianity and the Social Crisis that Rauschenbush's great-grandson should 
bring this classic back into print, adding a response to each chapter by a well-known 
contemporary author such as Jim Wallis, Tony Camplo, Cornel West, Richard Rorty, Stanley 
Hauerwas, and others. Between 1886 and 1897, Rauschenbusch was pastor of the Second German 
Baptist Church in the “Hell's Kitchen” area of New York City, an area of extreme poverty. As he 
witnessed massive economic insecurity, he began to believe that Christianity must address the 
physical as well as the spiritual needs of humankind. Rauschenbusch saw it as his duty as a 
minister and student of Christ to act with love by trying to improve social conditions. - 
(Amazon.com website — edited) 
     Happy Reading! 
 
     Jeri Lee 
     WPPC Librarian 

Sojourner's Truth    
 Sojourners magazine: May 2017 
  https://sojo.net/about-us 

 
Who is My Neighbor? 

Saciido Shaie, a Somali refugee living in 
Minneapolis, just wants to be part of the 
American fabric. 
Katie Koranda. 

 
This is My Body 

What do our bodies - dreadlocks, muscles, 
thighs, and all - teach us about God? 
Ellen Painter Dollar, Robyn Henderson-
Espinoza, Tyler Wigg-Stevenson, Mihee Kim-
Kort, Nicole Morgan, Drew G.I. Hart. 

 
How to Talk with Climate Skeptics in Your 
Church 

Seven in 10 Americans don't discuss global 
warming with family or friend. It's time to 
start. Here's how. 
Teresa Myers, Connie Roser-Renouf, Edward 
Maibach. 

 
 

 
Commentary 
An Easter Insurrection of Hope. 

Accompanying Jesus in Trump's America. 
Geila Rajaee. 

Healthy Bodies, Healthy Planet 
Black and Latino churches are becoming strong 
voices for people and creation. 
Alaura Carter. 
 

How Betsy DeVos' Education Plan is at Odds 
with Christian Values 

The goal of education reform should be to create 
opportunity for each child. 

 

Bunker or Bridge 
At first my 'resistance library' was a protective 
wall. But is that really what books are made for? 

https://sojo.net/about-us
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May 2017 
Woodland Park Presbyterian Church 

Seattle – Washington 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 
Soup Kitchen 
 
 
 
7:00 Witness 
Committee 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

 
6:15 Worship 
Committee 
7:30 Choir 
Practice      

5 
 

6 
8:00 Men’s 
Breakfast Group 
(Bay Café)   
   

 

7 
JBC - Mission 
Congregational 
Meeting (Mural 
Room) 
 
RAC - Mission 
Congregational 
Meeting (Gathering 
Space) 
 

8 
 
 

 
Soup Kitchen 
 
 
 
7:00 Witness 
Committee   

9 
 
 

   
  
 
 
 
7:30 - Stewardship 
Committee 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
7:30 Choir 
Practice     

 

12 
 
 

 
 
 
6:15 Open Mic 
 Check In 
7:00 Open 
 Mic Night! 

13 
 

 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

Mother’s 
Day 

15 
 
 
 
 
 

Soup Kitchen 
 

 

16 
 

  
 
  
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
 

 
 
 
 
7:30 Choir 
Practice      

19 
 

  
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm -  Movie 
Night (Lounge) 

20 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 

 

22 
 
 
 

Soup Kitchen 
 
 
 

 

23 
 

   

24 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 Choir 
Practice    

26 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 

27 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

28 
 

 
 

 

 

29 
 
 

Soup Kitchen 
 

Church Office 
Closed 

Memorial 
Day 

30 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Each Sunday 
9:15 Sunday School 
for All Ages 
 
10:30 Worship 
Service  
 
RAC Coffee 
Fellowship 

Please let us know 
your (Birthday) 
so we can note it on 
the calendar.  
 
JBC  = Just Before 
Church 
RAC = Right After 
Church  
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Save the Date 
Sunday  -  July 30 
All Church Picnic 

 
 The Fellowship Committee is planning an All Church Picnic 
on Sunday, July 30 at Woodland Park.  We have reserved 
Shelter 6 at for the entire day.  Plan to bring your lawn chairs, 
games and musical instruments for singing.   This is an 
opportunity for the congregation to get together for a day of 
fellowship and relaxation. 
 Additional details will be provided in future newsletters and suggestions are welcome.   See any 
member of the Fellowship Committee for further details.   The shelter is handicap accessible and 
restrooms are nearby. 
     This will replace the traditional weekend retreat which will not be held this year.  The 
responses to the All Church Retreat Questionnaire (which were published in a earlier newsletter) 
indicated that the congregation was not enthusiastic about a weekend event for 2017.   We will 
revisit the possibility of a weekend retreat for 2018. 


