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From a Session Member
(Session members have volunteered to submit Press
articles for the months that Pastor Staci is on
maternity leave. Here’s the first by Elder Arnee
Gomez.)

As a teenager growing up and on a
spiritual journey in my faith in God, popular
Christian music had a profound influence.
Many of the songs are timeless and have
stayed with me through the years. My
favorite artist was and still is Amy Grant.
One of her songs is based on Psalm 119:105.
“The word is a lamp unto my feet and a light
unto my path.” The song is simply titled “Thy
Word” (written by Amy Grant and Michael
W. Smith). Through all the phases of my life,
college, early career, newlywed, new mom
and now mom of young adults, there are
times when I clearly see God’s grace and
other times where I am uncertain. I am most
comfortable when I feel in control. When
things don’t go the way I want or I feel
helpless, I need to remind myself to let go
and trust God.
There are many ways to get back to center
and one “go to” way is to remember this verse
and song. Without reciting the entire song,
here are a few lines that resonate:
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a
light unto my path.
When I feel afraid,
Think I've lost my way,
Still you're there right beside me.
And nothing will I fear

As long as you are near.
Please be near me to the end.
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a
light unto my path.
I will not forget
Your love for me and yet
My heart forever is wandering.
Jesus be my guide,
And hold me to your side,
I will love you to the end.
Nothing will I fear as long as you are near.
Please be near me to the end.
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a
light unto my path.
These words help me remember all that I
have learned and seen in my life and not to
fear. The Lord is faithful even when I doubt.
This is very humbling.
I shared this
perspective with Session at our March
meeting and asked if there is a particular
song or ritual they use to get grounded
spiritually. I was not surprised to hear of
music with special meaning. I invite you to
listen to my “go to” song and whatever has
meaning and helps you in your daily life.

~Arnee Gomez

Welcome to the World, August Loren Fitzpatrick-Imes
Meet August (Gus) Loren Fitzpatrick-Imes! After 33 hours of early labor and 8 hours of active labor,
Gus joined us at 1:58 a.m. on Sunday, March 17 (his paternal ancestors from Northern Ireland are
particularly proud of his timing!). At birth, Gus was 7 lbs 4 oz and 19.5 inches long.
The induction and birth went really well. Gus and I both had some complications afterward that kept us
in the hospital for far longer than we’d expected. Gus had trouble maintaining his body temperature and
blood sugar levels for the first 30 hrs or so after birth, but—fortunately—we had a great nursing staff who
worked really hard to prevent him from being sent to the NICU at Swedish First Hill.
My blood pressure was spiking too often and too high, so I got several courses of medication to try to
control it and to prevent the more dangerous outcomes of preeclampsia. Gus got discharged first on
Tuesday, March 19, but—of course—he stayed with me until I was discharged the next day. Since we’ve
been home, we’re pretty busy since he has a somewhat complicated feeding routine right now, but he’s
becoming more alert and gaining weight, so he’s doing just fine.
We’re pretty exhausted from trying to keep up with the feeding schedule, but we’re adjusting and
hopeful that, as he gets closer to his original due date, he’ll get better and better at feeding. For now, we
feel awfully lucky to have such a sweet baby and so many great
healthcare providers, family members, and friends supporting
all three of us. Thanks so much for all your love, prayers, and
support. We’re grateful for our WPPC family and so excited for
you to meet Gus once we’re a little more rested. Take good care
and thank you for continuing to support one another and
doing amazing and important ministry together.
With love,

Pastor Staci, Nate, and Gus
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April Scripture Conversations
Scripture Conversation has moved to The
Stage Door Café, 208 N 85th St, Tuesdays at
noon; Meetings will continue with Pastor Kelly
during Pastor Staci’s maternity leave.
April 2 Matthew 21:1-7
April 9 Matthew 26:17-30
April 16 Matthew 27:27-61
April 23 Matthew 28:1-10
April 30 Matthew 28:16-20

Just a few more pictures of
August Loren Fitzpatrick-Imes

Bits and Pieces
WE CHOOSE WELCOME!
A Note from Pastor Kelly Wadsworth:
“Last week, I had the opportunity to visit the Monday Soup Kitchen (very energetic), the
Tuesday Scripture conversation (so thought-provoking) and over the weekend I presented a
workshop at the annual meeting for the Society of Humanistic Psychology held at Oregon State
University. I was amiss, however, to be absent from family worship and am looking forward
to the next one. This week I will meet with Session on Wednesday, visit the Lenten small group
on Sunday morning, and meet with the Spiritual Formation team after worship. We are in the
4th Sunday in Lent and are looking at subversive saints through the lens of Matthew 25:1-13.
Themes of perception, awareness, and zeitgeist shape the text and our focus this week. Which
of the pieces of artwork hanging in the Sanctuary best embodies these themes? One of the
saints will be on the Sunday bulletin cover. Blessed Lent.”
HOLY HOPS is a monthly group that meets to discuss a topic of interest over supper
and beverages. The April Holy Hops group will meet Monday, April 22nd , 6:00 pm, at the Todd and Sue
Peterson home. Come join the conversation! Bring your favorite beverage and snacks, if you’re able.

THE SPRING WELCOME TEAM, coordinated by Scott Daniel and Finley Young, is calling for volunteers
for March through May. There are no obligations or meetings outside Sunday mornings. If you are interested, look
for information and sign up sheets in the Gathering Space.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Recovery: Len Andrews, Susie Fish, Debbie Blane, Flo Bliss, Bethany Erickson, Salwa Nemr, Dean Fournier, Mary
Fournier and Bruce Herbig .
Missionaries: Brian and Sandi Thompson-Royer.
Our college students: Arthur Bale, Miki Bale, Lupita Barren, Colin Bronsdon, Jessica Cruz, Erin Emery, Kai
Hirayama, Luke Luttrell, Myles Sproul Nelson, Ben Peterson, and Emily Peterson.

Presbytery Connections - April, 2019
By Roger Lee
The Presbyterian Earth Care congregations remind us that we can celebrate Earth Day on a Sunday near April
22. For more information, see:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/eco-journey/2019/03/22/earth-care-congregation-dedicated-toliving-out-their-response-to-gods-call/
Although WPPC has utilized the Eco-Palms during Lent for many years, the same organization will also help
its Guatemalan mission through sales of Christmas holiday greens. For more information, see:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/eco-journey/2019/02/01/beyond-eco-palms-one-rainforesthelping-another/
As people in this congregation and Seattle Presbytery have asked me how to personally volunteer at
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) sites to help refugees and disaster survivors, I am providing a link to an
article about these opportunities. For more information, see:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/March-28-2019/
While on Blue Shirt Sunday, 3/10, we heard about the work of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, it is just one
part of the One Great Hour of Sharing offering that is collected at the end of Lent. The other two components are
the Presbyterian Hunger Program and the Self-Development of People.
For more information, see:
https:/:www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/hunger/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/sdop/

Work party scheduled
The Stewardship Committee is sponsoring a clean up work party one week prior to Palm
Sunday on Saturday, April 13th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Come and help us clean up the
yards around the church and perhaps plant a few flowers to brighten up the flower beds. If you know of a
project that needs attention let us know. You can email Tom Howard at tbhoward98177@gmail.com.
Also….A note for caution on keeping track of personal items. A few weeks ago, Jeffrey had his guitar
stolen from the sanctuary. This instrument has been with him for quite some time. Please do not leave
personal items unattended anywhere in the church. Even with people keeping an eye on what is going on
when people are in the building, we don’t want to give someone an opportunity to remove items that do
not belong to them.

A Book Review from the WPPC Librarian

Uncommon Gratitude: Alleluia for All That Is
by Joan Chittister OSB and Rowan Williams.
Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams often says that, no matter what,
the proper stance of the Christian in the world is one of gratitude. In this book,
Sister Joan Chittister, OSB, and Archbishop Rowan Williams offer us a
sweeping set of things and circumstances to be grateful for 'things for which we
can sing alleluia," "praise and thanks be to God."
Some are things we naturally feel grateful for: God, peace, wealth, life, faith, and unity. But when these
are set alongside other things we would never think to sing alleluia about 'death, divisions, sufferings, and
even sinners 'we begin to see, as Joan Chittister says in her introduction, that "Life itself is an exercise in
learning to sing 'alleluia ' here in order to recognize the face of God hidden in the recesses of time. To deal
with the meaning of 'alleluia ' in life means to deal with moments that do not feel like 'alleluia moments' at
all."
In this series of reflections it becomes clear that singing "alleluia" is not a way to escape reality but
receptivity to another kind of reality beyond the immediate and the delusional, of helping us understand
what is now and what is to come.--(from Amazon.com website).
Everything changes when we read. -- Neil Gaiman (author)
Jeri Lee. - WPPC Librarian

A Note From the Deacons
Our church is a diverse mix of people of different ethnicities and physical
abilities. One of our most active and faithful members is Lindsay Harris.
Lindsay has cerebral palsy and is confined to a wheel chair. Hence, he needs our
help sitting in church. He likes to hold his bulletin for which he needs help as it
is hard for him to pick up or grasp objects. He also needs help going forward to
take communion. The situation works best if someone can sit with Lindsay
during the service to help him with the bulletin and the hymnal as well as taking communion. If you would
like to get to know Lindsay better, this is an excellent opportunity to help him and help yourself. Please let
Roger Brockway 206-403-8809 know if you can help or contact one of the other Deacons listed in the
church directory.
We appreciate your volunteering and know you will be glad you did.
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Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

2

Wednesday

3

(Lisa Hirayama)

Thursday

4

Friday

5

Saturday

6

(Colin Bronsdon)

8:00 Men’s
Breakfast Group
(Bay Café)

April Fool’s Day

7

8

(DeAnne Hamlin)

9

10

(Anne Sproul Nelson)

6:00 Membership
Committee (Zeke’s)

15

11

(Jess Cross)

12

7:15 a.m.
Ash Wednesday
Service

Soup Kitchen

14

2:00
Neighborhood
Walk

7:00 Choir

16

17

7:00 Choir

6:15 Open Mic
Check In
7:00 Open
Mic Night!

18

19

(Nigel Herbig)

13

(Marie Gill)
(Cameron Highet)
(Gene Oliver)

9:00 - Noon
Spring Clean Up

20

RAC Deacons
Palm Sunday

21
One Great Hour of
Sharing
9:00 Easter

Brunch
10:30 Easter
Service
6:00 F.O.R

Birthday
Cake Sunday

28

Soup Kitchen

22

23

7:00 - Stewardship
Committee
7:00 Choir

7:00 Good
Friday Service
(No Movie Night
this month)

24

26

25

(Sonia Highet)

Soup Kitchen
6:00 Holy Hops
The Todd & Susan
Peterson House

7:00 Session
Administrative
Professionals Day

Earth Day

29
(Diane Carleton)

Family Worship
Service

30

7:00 Choir

Each Sunday
9:00 Sunday
School for All Ages
10:30 Worship
Service

Soup Kitchen

RAC Coffee
Fellowship

Please let us know
your (Birthday)
so we can note it on
the calendar.
JBC = Just Before
Church
RAC = Right After
Church

27

(Jim Christensen)
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Neighborhood Walks

Come Join Us - April 6th - 2:00 p.m.

The WPPC Membership Committee is developing
a series of walks in Seattle neighborhoods. These
relatively easy 2 – 4 mile loop walks will start and end at a coffee shop.
The first walk will be in the Queen Anne neighborhood on Saturday, April 6th. It
will start at 2:00 and will likely last until 4:00—4:30. It will start and end at Top
Pot Doughnuts & Coffee at 325 West Galer. The walk is about 4 miles and will
feature 3 parks, some beautiful homes and stunning views. Please be prepared for
any kind of weather with layers recommended and a bottle of water too.
We hope that these walks will be a fun opportunity to explore local
neighborhoods while getting in some exercise. It’s amazing what you can discover
at 2 mph! Our walk leader will be Dave Ramsay, who has been organizing
neighborhood walks for quite a while and is happy to share his hobby with us at
WPPC! Questions and suggestions are welcome and can be made to Dave Ramsay,
Alan Herbig or any other member of the Membership Committee.
See you on April 6th!

