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From the Pastor…
On Wednesday, March 6, we will begin the
Lenten season with our morning Ash Wednesday
service. Ash Wednesday is about remembering
our mortality, which can sound kind of grim, but I
experience it as a profound and grounding time,
as well as an appropriate and helpful beginning to
Lent. During Lent, we’re invited to slow down, to
take some time for introspection, and to make
space for contemplation. In some traditions,
people give up something for Lent, a practice
meant to focus one’s attention and bring
intention to your actions during the season. This
year, instead of giving something up, I’d like to
invite you to take something on for Lent. The
book that we’ve chosen to read as a congregation,
Engaged Spirituality: Ten Lives of
Contemplation and Action, will introduce us to
excerpts from the writings of a particular person
each week. Following those readings are a series
of exercises. The author invites you to consider
trying one exercise every day, but she also
encourages you to pay attention to which
exercises are helpful and you’re free to repeat
some of them and notice how that feels. For some
of you, you may enjoy trying all the exercises
every week. For others, time constraints or
personal preference may mean you just try one or
two. Either way, I invite you to commit to trying
them. If you don’t enjoy them, just notice that. If
you do, notice that. Not all of them will be equally
suited for all people. For those who choose to
participate in a Lent Small Group (either on
Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. or Sunday evening
at 6:00 p.m.), you’ll have the opportunity to
reflect further and share about your experiences
as a group. For those who can’t or prefer not to
participate in a group, the book is self-guiding
and you can still participate on your own. We’ll
do one chapter a week (which will take us beyond

Lent into the Easter season).
We thought this book was a good choice for
this year for several reasons, but one of those
reasons is how it fits with our theme for this
year’s Lenten season: Subversive Saints. In
worship, we’ll be looking at some of Jesus’
parables in Matthew and examining how the
parables are subversive critiques of society,
meant to provoke and disturb. We’ll be hearing
stories of people who may not be considered a
saint in the traditional sense but certainly
exemplify the subversive way of Jesus. Thanks to
the participants in the Subversive Saints Art Day,
we’ll also be accompanied through the season by
the images of Subversive Saints created by
members of our own community.
So, as we begin this season of contemplation
and intention, I invite you to set an intention and
to consider taking on a commitment to
experiment with the spiritual exercises with an
open mind and, if you’re able, to share your
reflections with others in community on a weekly
basis. Lent can be a profound journey inward
and into deeper community. I hope you will join
us.
In peace,

~Pastor Staci

Lent at Woodland Park Presbyterian Church!
Our overall message this year is buried in the stories of parables. Stories with messages that aren’t
necessarily clear on a first read through. Stories of forgiveness and unforgiveness, vineyards, weddings,
teeth gnashing, doing to others (and not doing). Together we’ll work to find the sometimes subversive
message that the writer of Matthew was trying to tell us about.
We have already begun our Lent exercises with the “Subversive Art” times where some have gathered to
make icons portraying historical people that have been significant to us in ways similar to icons we are
used to seeing in many Christian themed pictures. These will be hung up for all to view and talk about.
Lent begins on March 6 at 7:15 a.m. with an Ash Wednesday service. We’ll share the message that the
ashes remind us of. The labyrinth will be set up for those that wish to stay a while for contemplative
prayer.
We will have a similar book study as we have in the past. This year we will read through Engaged
Spirituality by Janet W Parachin. This is a collection of writings by 10 people that are meant to “inspire us
by applying deep spirituality to social action in ways that move the world toward peace, compassion,
justice, and wholeness”. There will be two ways to engage in this study: during the traditional Adult Ed
time on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. and a 2nd opportunity on Sunday evenings at a host’s home at 6:00
p.m. where we’ll share a light meal and then discuss that week’s reading. The book intends for us to be
engaged during with week with a spiritual exercise beyond the reading. Although this is obviously
voluntary in nature, we hope this intentional spiritual exercise will open you to a different and new
understanding of the message. Both gathering times will run from March 10 through April 14. As there are
10 chapters in the book the groups can choose to continue with the book after Easter if they choose.
Holy week is April 14 though 20. We will have a Palm Sunday processional, Good Friday evening service
and gather to celebrate the resurrection on Sunday April 21st.
We look forward to the discussions and learning opportunities for us all.
Todd Peterson - Spiritual Formation Committee
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March Worship and
Scripture Readings
March 3: Guest Speaker: Aneelah Afzali from the
Muslim Association of Puget Sound (MAPS)
Final Day of Adult Education class on Islam
Children’s activity after church: Making ashes for
Ash Wednesday with Pastor Staci
March 10: First Sunday of Lent: Guest speakers from
the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship
Parable of the Last Judgment
Text: Matthew 25:31-46
Lenten Small Groups Begin (9:00 a.m. in the
Mural Room, 6:00 p.m. in members’ homes)
March 17: Second Sunday of Lent
Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard
Text: Matthew 20:1-16
March 24: Third Sunday of Lent: Family Worship
Parable of the Wedding Banquet
Text: Matthew 22:1-14
March 31: Fourth Sunday of Lent
Parable of the Talents
Matthew 25:14-30

Bits and Pieces
WE CHOOSE WELCOME!
GOT A GUITAR LYING AROUND IN WANT OF PLAYING? We are hoping to borrow a guitar for
the Lenten season for use in Sunday morning services. If you can help, please contact the church office! Many
thanks!

LENT BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE: Can you believe Lent is right around the corner? The Spiritual

Formation Committee will host a Sunday morning small group (9 am in the Mural Room) and a Sunday evening
group (6 pm in members’ homes). We will be reading the book Engaged Spirituality: 10 Lives of Contemplation
and Action by Janet Parachin. You can get a book from the church for $10 (suggested donation) on Sunday
mornings or during the week from the office. All books are used (some more than others). The whole church is
encouraged to get a book and read along, whether or not you participate in a small group. Small groups begin
Sunday, March 10. Please read the first chapter and try some of the exercises prior to the first
gathering.

LAKE UNION CIVIC ORCHESTRA (LUCO) concert on Saturday, March 9, 7:30 p.m.

First Free Methodist Church; 3200 3rd Ave. W, Seattle 98119
If you’ve never heard a tuba concerto, here’s your chance! And see if our Lisa Hirayama can pull off the wicked piccolo
part in Stravinsky’s “Firebird”! Brahms: Symphony No. 2; Broughton: Tuba Concerto (Ryan Schultz, tuba);
Stravinsky: The Firebird Suite
Buy tickets here for a grand concert: https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/3621164

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Recovery: Len Andrews, Susie Fish, Debbie Blane, Flo Bliss, Bethany Erickson, Salwa Nemr, Dean Fournier and
Bruce Herbig .
Missionaries: Brian and Sandi Thompson-Royer.
Our college students: Arthur Bale, Miki Bale, Lupita Barren, Colin Bronsdon, Jessica Cruz, Erin Emery, Kai
Hirayama, Luke Luttrell, Myles Sproul Nelson, Ben Peterson, and Emily Peterson.

Presbytery Connections - March, 2019
By Roger Lee

Being a member of an interfaith group helped the Session of First Presbyterian Church of
Twin Falls, ID fund the repairs of vandalism at the local Islamic Center. For more
information see:
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2019/2/12/ecumenism-meets-interfaith/
Individuals and organizations whose written materials and photos can help tell the
historical stories of LGBTQIA+ advocates in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) are invited to
consider contributing those materials to the Pam Byers Memorial Collecting Initiative,
sponsored by the Presbyterian Historical Society (PHS). For more information see:
www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/February-8-2019/
Stillman College, chartered by the Presbyterian Church in 1876, has welcomed and
educated ambitious students from the Black Belt, the rest of the state and from across the
nation. For more information see
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/February-11-2019/
Presbyterians living hundreds of miles from the U.S.-Mexico border can help asylum
seekers and those facing deportation from the United States in a number of ways, including
advocacy and accompaniment. For more information see:
www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/February-18-2019/

Committee Connections
The following is a brief monthly summary of various committee reports from February. Its purpose is to tell readers what Session is
planning. If a committee sounds interesting or if you have questions, please contact the chair person. Most meetings are open and anyone
is welcome to attend. Refer to the Sunday Bulletin or the Monday Morning email for Committee meeting times, place and contact
information.

Stewardship Committee: Stewardship is looking at possible replacement of the Sanctuary lights,
improving the northeast corner of the property (corner of 70th & Greenwood) and continuing
to consider options in the downstairs kitchen. There will be a motion at the February Session
meeting to install some sample light fixtures in the balcony that would be both cost and energy
efficient. The committee also discussed Staci’s upcoming Maternity Leave and how it will
affect Church finances and the budget.
Welcome Teams: The Spring Welcome Team will be led by co-leaders Scott Daniel & Finley
Young. The team is smaller than previous teams and will be relying on other volunteers to
help on Sunday mornings.
Personnel Committee: The committee has been working on Personnel Guidelines and reviewing
Pastor Staci’s maternity leave proposal. The Presbytery has approved a request for a grant to
help defray about 50% of the costs of the coverage Pastor’s salary. Additional costs will, in
part, be covered by Staci’s planned reduced salary during the last part of her maternity leave.
Leadership Visioning Committee: This committee is looking ahead to June when some Session
positions will be open for the next board.
Membership Committee: There will be a Movie Night on March 15th and Easter Breakfast on
April 21st at 9:00 a.m.. There are also plans for small group meals (max.8) for the WPPC
community in homes, likely in May or June. Plans are beginning for the All Church Picnic,
possibly on July 28th. David Ramsey has offered to organize and lead walks in the city, likely
later this year.
Communications Committee: The Survey Monkey results were sent to Session with favorable
reviews. This has helped to clarify what avenues of communications are working & those that
are not. Also discussed were the value of the various bulletin boards in the Narthex & Upper
Room. The poor condition of the external banner on Greenwood was discussed and whether to
repair or replace it.
Spiritual Formation Committee: This committee has been very busy planning for Adult
Education, Family Worship and Lent (March 7-April 20). Ash Wednesday is on March 6th and
there will be a morning service that day. The Lent book is “Engaged Spirituality”, meeting
Sunday mornings and evenings starting March 10th. Also, this day, there are plans to
recognize the work of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Roger Lee’s involvement in it. The
NEXT Church Conference is meeting in Seattle March 11-13. The next Family Worship Sunday
Service will be March 24th. Some members of the Firelight Chorale may be available for the
Good Friday Service on April 19th.

Holy Hops - March 2019 Edition
HOLY HOPS is a monthly group that meets to discuss a topic of interest
over supper and beverages. The March Holy Hops group will meet Monday,
March 18th , 6:00 pm, at The DANE, 8000 15th Ave NW; Seattle, 98117.
Come join the conversation! Snacks, sandwiches, and salads are available
(no outside food, please).

Spring “Welcome Team”
March brings in a new Welcome Team. The team members are
Scott Daniel and Finley Young – Co-leaders
Pat Moberg
Robert Barren
Arnee Gomez
Dave Ramsay
Dave Cox
Mary Lou Knox
Jan Oliver
Alan Herbig
This team has fewer members that the last two teams.
Members of the Fall and Winter Teams, we hope that you will volunteer to help out with Sunday
responsibilities on an occasional basis. Please feel free to sign up for open slots.
You don’t need to be a former team member to participate. The Team welcomes anyone who would like
to serve communion, usher, work in the kitchen or be a liturgist to sign up.
Contact Judy Andrews, Scott Daniel or Finley Young if you want to volunteer of have questions.
Thank you to all the Winter Team members, Joy Shay and Roberta Gurtowski (co-leaders) Todd
Peterson, Sonia Highet, Roger Brockway, Pat Moberg, Tom Gurtowski, Lindsey Harris, Gordon Merritt,
Ellen Acton, Karen Siscel Smith, Len Andrews, Dean and Mary Fournier.

Our Growing Church Family
and Upcoming Pastoral Time Off
We await with joy and celebration the arrival of the
child soon to be born to Pastor Staci and P.S. (Pastor’s
Spouse) Nate. Our prayer is constant for the new life
preparing to change Staci and Nate’s life in ways they
can’t imagine. As Nate and Staci prepare for parenthood,
WPPC prepares for pastor on maternity leave. Last year
Pastor Staci began conversation with Session about her
desire to take some time away from work when the baby
comes. Believe it or not, WPPC has no family leave plan
or procedure. (Apparently this hasn’t come up much
here before.) So, when Pastor Staci raised the question,
Session, in good Presbyterian fashion, referred it to a
committee. The Personnel Committee has been working
on how family leave should look in this situation, and in
the future at WPPC. Session and the pastor are working
out questions about how much time Pastor Staci will
take off and how much she’ll be paid for her time off. She will probably have 12-16 weeks of combined fulltime and part time leave and pay.
Questions also arise about how the work Pastor Staci does will get done in her absence. Personnel
Committee has interviewed and will be working with Session to identify and hire what we call a “fill-in”
Pastor. The fill-in position is intended to be an ordained pastor with the necessary Seattle Presbytery
connection. The position is expected to be probably about half-time. Work is in progress identifying things
Pastor Staci does now that will not be done by the fill-in pastor and who, if anyone, will do those things
instead. It is most likely that the fill-in pastor will prepare and lead worship and preach regularly, though
probably not more than Pastor Staci does now.
A common theme in discussions about preparing for Pastor Staci’s temporary absence is that the period
she is gone will be a time of continuing movement forward at WPPC. Session and committees will continue
the work they’re doing, including implementing new programs and activities. We will focus on maintaining
the faith, energy and progress we work so hard to achieve. In a few months we will welcome Pastor Staci
back to the pulpit and a new child to the nursery. The time our pastor is on leave to focus on her growing
family will not be a holding pattern at WPPC.

Neighborhood Walks
Come Join Us - April 6th
The WPPC Membership Committee is developing a series
of walks in Seattle neighborhoods. These relatively easy 2 – 4
mile loop walks will start and end at a coffee shop.
The first walk will be in the Queen Anne neighborhood on Saturday, April 6th. It will start at
1:00 and will likely last until 3:00—3:30. It will start and end at Top Pot Doughnuts & Coffee at
325 West Galer. The walk is about 4 miles and will feature 3 parks, some beautiful home and
stunning views, and feature doughnuts and coffee at the beginning and end!
We hope that these walks will be a fun opportunity to explore local neighborhoods while
getting in some exercise. It’s amazing what you can discover at 2 mph! Our walk leader will be
Dave Ramsay, who has been organizing neighborhood walks for quite a while and is happy to
share his hobby with us at WPPC!.
Questions and suggestions are welcome and can be made to Dave Ramsay, Alan Herbig or any
other member of the Membership Committee. Stay tuned for more information

Soup Kitchen Cleaning
On Saturday February 16 a group of loyal soup kitchen volunteers gave the
down stairs kitchen a much needed cleaning. The group included Tom and
Roberta Gurtowski, Dean Fournier, Elizabeth Bryant, Judy Andrews, Joy Shay and
Tom Keim.
The dedicated Soup Kitchen crew serves lunch every Monday to a thankful
community.

Pastoral Baby Shower!
We celebrated the first ever baby shower for a WPPC pastor after worship
on February 24. Most of the good crowd from worship attended, making it a
gathering of over 50. Most there reported it as the biggest baby shower they’d
ever attended.
The potluck hors d’oeuvres were awesome (typical for WPPC potlucks) and
the cake was wonderful.
Pastor Staci and Nate opened a loaded table of special gifts. The room was
full of cheerful chatter and gleeful laughter as the refreshments were shared
and gifts opened. Incredible love flowed to and from the soon-to-be-parents
and the crowd of well-wishers.

IN THE LARGER COMMUNITY

Sojourner's Truth
Sojourners magazine:
March 2019
https://sojo.net/about-us
The Rise of the Catholic Right
How right-wing billionaires are attempting a
hostile takeover of the U.S. Catholic Church.
Tom Roberts
‘Be Still and Know’
Psalm 46 calls us to quiet our souls. But it also
guides us to engage a tumultuous world.
Will O'Brien
Minister of Loneliness
A black pastor tried to break through the
isolation in a small Southern town. Would his
neighbors reciprocate?
Morgan Lee
Rooted in Exile
We’ve been sent a letter from Jeremiah,
wherein lies a future with hope.
Bill Wylie-Kellerman

Commentary
Why I Don’t Fear Denominational Schisms
Protestant traditions are splitting over sexuality, as
they did slavery, but this time it’s different.
Diana Butler Bass
Religious Freedom ... For All
It’s more than just a right-wing loophole for
evading civil rights laws.
Kathryn Post
How a Baptist Pastor Developed Canada’s
Single-Payer System
To Tommy Douglas, universal health care was an
essential part of the kingdom of God.
Fran Quigley

A Book Review from the WPPC Librarian

Grateful:
The Subversive Practice of Giving Thanks
by Diana Butler Bass
If gratitude is good, why is it so hard to do? In Grateful, Diana Butler Bass
untangles our conflicting understandings of gratitude and sets the table for a
renewed practice of giving thanks.
We know that gratitude is good, but many of us find it hard to sustain a meaningful life of gratefulness.
Four out of five Americans report feeling gratitude on a regular basis, but those private feelings seem
disconnected from larger concerns of our public lives. In Grateful, cultural observer and theologian Diana
Butler Bass takes on this “gratitude gap” and offers up surprising, relevant, and powerful insights to
practice gratitude.
Bass explores the transformative, subversive power of gratitude for our personal lives and in
communities. Using her trademark blend of historical research, spiritual insights, and timely cultural
observation, she shows how we can overcome this gap and make change in our own lives and in the world.
With honest stories and heartrending examples from history and her own life, Bass reclaims gratitude
as a path to greater connection with God, with others, with the world, and even with our own souls. It’s
time to embrace a more radical practice of gratitude—the virtue that heals us and helps us thrive. -(Amazon.com website).
Everything changes when we read. -- Neil Gaiman (author)
Jeri Lee. - WPPC Librarian

Next Church
in Seattle
From the NEXT Church website:
“NEXT Church is a network of leaders — church members, ruling elders, youth leaders,
educators, pastors, seminarians — across the Presbyterian Church (USA) who believe the church
of the future will be more relational, more diverse, more collaborative, more hopeful and more
agile. We provide hopeful space for robust conversations about the theology, culture, and the
practice of ministry, support strong, faithful leadership in a time of adaptive change, and
encourage collaboration and creativity across congregations and geographies. We are fostering a
conversation about how to follow Christ in our particular day and age. We are a movement
seeking to strengthen the relational fabric of the PC(USA) so that our congregations are strong
and healthy enough to be a sustained, effective, faithful and moral voice that is engaged in the
transformation of our communities toward the common good.”
https://nextchurch.net/
The NEXT Church conference will be here in Seattle on March 11 – 13 at Seattle First
Presbyterian Church. This will be an exciting time for those that can attend.
We encourage all that can make the time to attend. There will be a series of workshops over the
3 days along with times for conversation and worship. Visit their website to register:
https://nextchurch.net/gathering/2019-national-gathering/
_____________________________________________________

Wear Your Blue To Church
Sunday March 10th
The Spiritual Formation Committee
designated the first Sunday in Lent (March 10,
2019) “Wear an Article of Blue to Church
Sunday” as a testament of one of the ways One Great Hour of Sharing makes a difference. You
may remember last year was WPPC’s first annual celebration of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA) Sunday.
King David sang, “You have turned my mourning into dancing; you have taken off my sackcloth
and clothed me with joy…” (Psalm 30:11)
Thousands of volunteers each year put on a blue t-shirt that says “Out of Chaos, Hope.” They
bear not only ladders and drywall for rebuilding, but also the love of God. Many disaster survivors
who see the love of God evident in the lives of these servants are able to take off their cloak of
mourning and begin to find joy. The WPPC newsletter has also reported on the PDA refugee
support. You have commissioned Roger Lee to represent you on the PDA teams. He can provide
answers to your PDA questions.
WPPC has not yet taken an opportunity to ‘earn’ blue t-shirts through volunteer work team
efforts; but WPPC can support the ministry of PDA through your financial gifts, action and
prayers. With your PDA support, you are standing in the gap for disaster survivors. Therefore,
PDA is urging all congregations to participate in a “Blue-Out” by wearing blue clothing at the
March 10th worship service.
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Sunday
Each Sunday
9:00 Sunday
School for All Ages
10:30 Worship
Service

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Please let us know
your (Birthday) so
we can note it on
the calendar.

RAC Coffee
Fellowship

JBC = Just Before
Church
RAC = Right After
Church

3

4

RAC—Spiritual
Formation Committee

Soup Kitchen

5

6

7

RAC Deacons

Daylight
Savings
Begins
Spring
Forward

17

2

8

9

7:15 a.m.
Ash Wednesday
Service

7:00 Choir
Ash Wednesday

11

Saturday

8:00 Men’s
Breakfast Group
(Bay Café)

6:00 Membership
Committee (Zeke’s)

10

Friday

12

(Michael Bronsdon)
(Theo Smith)

13

14

6:15 Open Mic
Check In
7:00 Open
Mic Night!

15

16

(Bobbie Barren)

Soup Kitchen
7:00 - Stewardship
Committee

7:00 Choir
7:00 Movie
Night

NEXT Church National Gathering at Seattle First PC

18

19

20

21

22

23

29

30

(Tom Keim)

Birthday
Soup Kitchen
Cake Sunday
6:30 F.O.R.
Roger Kluck
Observations on
Iran
St. Patrick's
Day

24

6:00 Holy Hops
The Dane on 15th
Church Office
Closed

Spring Begins

President’s Day

25

26

(Bobbie Barren)

(Jan Oliver)

27

Family Worship
Service

31

7:00 Choir

Soup Kitchen

7:00 Session

28
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Seattle Fellowship of Reconciliation presents:

Roger Kluck
on

Observations and Impressions from Iran
Sunday, March 17, 2019, 6:30-8:30 p.m.,
Woodland Park Presbyterian Church in the Upper Room.
All are welcome! Free, an offering will be taken.
Info 206-789-5565 or wwfor@wwfor.org

Roger spent 16 days in Iran in April on an interfaith tour for the Alternatives to Violence
Project. Come to see pictures and hear his observations and lessons from the trip; and hear
about the presentations from government officials and Ayatolahs. Hear some of the USA-Iran
narrative we don't get to hear in the U.S.
Roger Kluck is the director of Projects for a Civil Society, an NGO dedicated to nonviolence,
compassion, empathy & trauma recovery. The Alternatives to Violence Project is an
international project conducting workshops in prisons and in the community. It was founded by
prisoners and Quakers in New York in 1975.

ASH WEDNESDAY
SERVICE
MARCH 6, 7:15 am:
Lent begins on Wednesday, March
6, with Ash Wednesday.
As usual, we will have a brief 7:15
a.m. service and optional labyrinth

walk in the Sanctuary.
This is a beautiful, contemplative, and intentional way to
begin the day and start the Lenten season. We hope you will
join us bright and early on March 6.

