
Happy Birthday! 

Dec 20 Andrew Case, Brian Radmer, Barb Smith 
Dec 21 Abbey Kerzman 
Dec 23 Richard Blackburn 
Dec 24 Rachel Schmidt 
Dec 26 Millie Salinas 

1 Samuel 3:2-10 
One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. The lamp 
of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the 
Lord called Samuel. Samuel answered, “Here I am.” And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” But Eli said, “I 
did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and 
went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 
Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. A third time the Lord 
called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” Then Eli realized that the Lord 
was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listen-
ing.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your serv-
ant is listening.” 
 
MESSAGE NOTES 
1. Listen 
2. Respond 
3. Celebrate 

 
Food for thought: 
LISTEN: Read 1 Samuel 3:2-10.   God called Samuel several times before Samuel recognized it was God.  Samuel finally 
responded by saying to God, "Speak, for your servant is listening." How are you at listening to what God has to say?  How 
do you 'hear' God's voice- His wisdom and direction? 
 
RESPOND: Scrooge, by looking into his potential future, was then able to sort of 'look in the mirror' at who he currently 
was, and he was able to see the trajectory of his current attitudes and habits.  If you look at your current relationships and 
attitudes,  is there a trajectory that you have the opportunity to change now?  Do you need to say "I'm sorry" or "I forgive 
you" or share words of truth that are difficult to share? 
 
CELEBRATE: Just as in the three parables in Luke 15, the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost or prodigal son, when the 
lost are found, there is always celebration.  How can you receive Christ's invitation to his banquet this week?  How can 
you celebrate this week in these odd times?  (For most of us, this will be a very different week than any other Christmas 
we've experienced!) 

The Redemption of Scrooge 
The Hope of Christmas Future 

December 20th           



Still Waters Family, 
 
What an amazing time of year, as we come this week to the fourth Sunday of Advent and then prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior next week!  Wow!  Prayers as 
you navigate these times- both the difficulties and stresses as well as the joys! 
 
Several opportunities and updates that we’d like to share with you today. 
 
Christmas Store THANK YOU! 
Thank you so much to so many who contributed in countless ways to our Christmas Store last Saturday!!!  From people who contributed financially, to over a dozen teams 
of folks who prepared ahead of time, were there on Saturday, and who helped clean up, and especially thanks to those who have held the event in prayer!  This year, we 
served 26 families which represents 79 children, in the middle of a snow event.  That is amazing! 
 
We made many connections with families, both during and after the event.  The relationship developing is one of the most amazing parts of this ministry.  One woman said, 
“In these very difficult times, I feel like God is saying through all of you that He hears me, and He is with me.  Thank you!”  Stay tuned for another amazing story that we’ll 
share in worship this weekend!   
 
In addition to being able to shop with dignity at the store, the families went home with 2 food baskets.  We had a breakfast themed basket that was supplied by Jackson 
School and a more traditional food basket that was supplied by Decorah School.  The Tri-County Pork Producers donated money that we used to buy a ham for every 
family.  The Piggly Wiggly in Jackson donated the use of 8 of their shopping carts.  So this really is a community event.   
 
We are so mindful that the struggles of this world are so great, but that God’s love and grace are even greater!   Thanks especially to Susan Schalla who coordinated the 
many teams, and to all the team leaders and all who contributed.  Truly, God is at work through you and in our midst. 
 
Christmas Eve Gift Box: 
Don’t forget to pick up your Christmas Eve Gift Box if you ordered one.  This Sunday, Dec. 20, will be curbside pickup from 11:00 - 1:30.  Our pastors and several staff 
will be there to greet you with the Christmas spirit!    If you did not order one and would like one, please email Pastor Bridget at brcase4@gmail.com up through 
December 23rd.  
 
Dough Holy Night! 
Kids!  Families!  Parents!  This Sunday evening, December 20, 6:00 p.m.  "Dough Holy Night" is a fun and interactive experience designed for your family to do at home, 
while we zoom alongside Miss Jessica and other families in their homes, as we make cookies and hear the Christmas story! Join us December 20th!  Contact Jessica at 
jasteinman@gmail.com if interested, and she can get you more info and a zoom link. 
 
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
We have 3 worship opportunities the week of Christmas: 

 CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP: “A Christmas to Remember”:  Available online beginning Dec. 24., 9:00 a.m.  We will celebrate with wonderful Christmas music 

with our Still Waters Band, hear a message of hope, and have candlelight and Holy Communion.  

 A FAMILY CHRISTMAS READING: Available online beginning Monday, Dec. 21, 7:00 pm:  Join us for an online experience especially designed for our kids!  Miss 

Jessica will share a reading of a Christmas story, sitting around the fire:), and our amazing youth band will lead us musically.  

 STILL WATERS CHRISTMAS MUSIC: Available online beginning Dec. 21: Christmas music by our Still Waters Praise and Youth Bands will be available online 

that you can click on anytime, beginning the week of Dec. 21!  Just go to our website (worship online) or our youtube channel.  Enjoy! 
 
Bishop to Speak Sunday, Dec 27: “Threshold of a New Beginning” 
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, of the Wisconsin Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, will share with us the message during our worship on Sunday, Dec. 27.  As we 
finish 2020, and prepare to enter 2021, what a wonderful time to look to new beginnings. 
 
2021 January Message Series “Running the Race” 
Our next 2021 message series will begin Sunday, January 3, called “Running the Race.”  Based on Hebrews 12:1-2, we will talk about what it means to persevere amidst 
the struggles of life. 
 
January Monday Night Study,“Jesus, the Middle Eastern Storyteller,” 
Start the new year learning more about Jesus’ teachings through this book by Dr. Gary M. Burge, professor of New Testament at Wheaton College.  We’ll meet Monday 
nights, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m., beginning January 4, and going for 7 weeks. In this study, we’ll look at some of Jesus’ teachings by first understanding 1st century context and 
communication styles of the time.  The book is available primarily electronically.  Email Pastor Lori for details, llossie@yahoo.com, and sign up on the church website. 
 
2021 Giving Envelopes Ready 
If you are one who uses giving envelopes, they are ready.  Come anytime during office hours to pick yours up.  See below for office hours during the last two weeks of the 
year.  If you cannot come during office hours, and would like us to place your envelopes in the Little Free Library for you to pick up at your convenience, just let us know. 
 
End of Year Office Hours 
The last two weeks of 2020 our office hours will be slightly modified: 

 Week of Christmas: there will be office hours Monday - Wednesday, Dec. 21-23, 9:00 - 2:00. 

 Last week of the year: office hours will be Tuesday - Thursday, Dec. 29-31, 9:00 - 1:00. 

Grace and peace to each of you.  Don’t hesitate to give us a call or text or email.   
 
Blessings to you all as we continue in the season of Advent, 
 
Pastors Lori and Bridget 


