
Happy Birthday! 

Dec 14 John Weyker 
Dec 15 Jeff Hagenstein 
Dec 16 Jenny Fleischman, Aalijah Wiensch 
Dec 17 Sydney Maier, Rachel Pechacek 
Dec 18 Corah Pouzar 
Dec 19 Dan Bothwell, Tom Schwartzburg, Michelle Spettel, Jenna Westenberger, Bob Yahr 
 

Deuteronomy 15:7-11   
If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in any of our towns within the land that the Lord your God is giving you, 
do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted toward your needy neighbor.  You should rather open your hand, willingly lending enough to meet the 
need, whatever it may be.  Be careful that you do not entertain a mean thought, thinking, “The seventh year, the year of remission, is near,” 
and therefore view your needy neighbor with hostility and give nothing; your neighbor might cry to the Lord against you, and you would incur 
guilt.  Give liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in all that 
you undertake.  Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I therefore command you, “Open your hand to the poor and 
needy neighbor in your land.” 
 
And in Matthew 2:1-8 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 
asking, “Where is the child who has been born King of the Jews?  For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him hom-
age.”  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  They told him, in Bethlehem of Judah; for so it has been written by the 
prophet; And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is 
to shepherd my people Israel.”  Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had ap-
peared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 
that I may also go and pay him homage.”  When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their 
own country by another road.  Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child 
and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  Then Joseph 
got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod.  This was to fulfill what had 
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”  When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise 
men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the 
time that he had learned from the wise men.  Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in 
Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 

 
Food for thought: 
What are some areas where God wants to transform your fear into redemption? 
 
What are you expecting for Christmas this year? Is it something that can be wrapped or something that can only be experienced? 
 
What words might the Ghost of Christmas present say back to you? 
 
How might what you are learning and experiencing this Christmas affect your celebrations in the future? 

The Redemption of Scrooge 
The Life of Christmas Present 

December 13th           

Happy Anniversary! 
Dec 18 Tom & Ruth Schwartzburg 



Still Waters Family, 
 
Grace and peace to each of you as we continue our journey through the Advent season!  Prayers that in the busy-ness, you’re able to sense God’s peace, that in the stress, 
you are able to hear God’s reassurance that He is working for good, and in the isolation, you are able to sense God’s amazing presence.   
 
Several opportunities and updates that we’d like to share with you today. 
 
Christmas Store is Coming Saturday! 
Thanks SO MUCH those who have done amazing work up until now to prepare for our Christmas Store on Saturday.  It is amazing to watch our space transform as we pre-
pare this week. And thanks ahead of time for dozens who will participate in this amazing ministry this weekend that will provide love and hope to so many this season! 
 
Christmas Eve Gift Box: 
Don’t forget to order your Christmas Eve Gift box!  Included in the Gift Box are these items: 

 Christmas candles, one for each person in your household, to hold up during our Christmas Eve Candlelight Online Worship service   

 Pre-packaged Communion elements for Christmas Eve worship 

 Christmas Story reading from Luke 2 and John 1 

 Collection of writings from Still Waters folks, sharing God’s movement in their lives this season 

 Special Christmas Surprises  

These Christmas Eve boxes are available free of charge, just go to our website and sign up.  Deadline for ordering is December 16.  Curbside distribution will be a cele-
bratory time, with staff eager to greet you at your car: 11:00 - 1:30, Sunday Dec. 20.  
 
Consider submitting a couple sentences- don’t forget! 
With so many struggling during this time, if you are able to find ways God is working, you could be a blessing to so many.  We’d like to challenge you to write just a couple 
sentences of how God is working in your life or in the life of Still Waters Church, and submit those to office@stillwaterschurch.com by Dec. 11.  Let us know if you’d like to 
remain anonymous.  We will compile that into a beautiful piece that we will make available to all in our Christmas Eve Gift Boxes.  Now, if you're thinking, “Oh, someone 
else will do that, so I don’t have to…”  Remember, that someone else is YOU!  Please take a moment and share so as to be a blessing to others this season. 
 
Dough Holy Night! 
Kids!  Families!  Parents!  Come one, come all!  What if we baked cookies in our home with our own family, interacted with other families, and heard the Christmas story, 
geared for children, all in the same hour?  That's the plan on Sunday evening, December 20, 6:00 p.m.  "Dough Holy Night" is a fun and interactive experience designed for 
your family to do at home, while we zoom alongside Miss Jessica and other families in their homes, as we make cookies and hear the Christmas story! Part of the zoom will 
be a video that Miss Jessica will 'share,' which guides us through both the cookie-making and Christmas story. It’s so simple!   Even though this is an at-home experience, 
we want to share it as a community!   Save the date & join us December 20th!  Contact Jessica at jasteinman@gmail.com if interested, and she can get you more info and a 
zoom link. 
 
Virtual Christmas Eve Choir- “Joy to the World”! 
Deadline extended to Sunday!  If you would like to participate in a virtual choir, singing Joy to the World for our Christmas Eve service, please email 
gary@stillwaterschurch.com.  Deadline to submit your part has been extended to this Sunday, Dec. 13. 
 
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
We have 3 worship opportunities the week of Christmas: 

 CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP: Available online beginning Dec. 24., 9:00 a.m.  We will celebrate with wonderful Christmas music with our Still Waters Band, hear a 

message of hope, and have candlelight and Holy Communion.  

 A FAMILY CHRISTMAS READING: Available online beginning Dec. 21, 7:00 pm:  Join us for an online experience especially designed for our kids!  Miss Jessica will 

share a reading of a Christmas story, and our amazing youth band will lead us musically.  

 STILL WATERS CHRISTMAS MUSIC: Available online beginning Dec. 21: Christmas music by our Still Waters Praise Band will be available online that you can 

click on anytime, beginning the week of Dec. 21!  Just go to our website (worship online) or our youtube channel.  Enjoy! 
 
Scrip- Gift Cards for Christmas! 
Get your Scrip gift cards for Christmas or everyday shopping, and help out the church in the process.  Remember, if you’re buying on Amazon, we have Amazon gift 
cards!  Please feel free to contact our Scrip coordinator, Robin Olson, at 262-366-5243 (call or text) or robinlee29@aol.com to order gift cards and to arrange pick up.  We 
have attached a list of all orderable cards. 
 
2021 Giving Envelopes Ready 
If you are one who uses giving envelopes, they are ready.  Come anytime during office hours to pick yours up.  Office hours are Monday through Thursday, 9:00 - 2:00.  See 
below for office hours during the last two weeks of the year.  If you cannot come during office hours, and would like us to place your envelopes in the Little Free Library for 
you to pick up at your convenience, just let us know. 
 
End of Year Office Hours 
The last two weeks of 2020 our office hours will be slightly modified: 

 Week of Christmas: there will be office hours Monday - Wednesday, Dec. 21-23, 9:00 - 2:00. 

 Last week of the year: office hours will be Tuesday - Thursday, Dec. 29-31, 9:00 - 1:00. 

We know that this can be a difficult time for many.  Please feel free to contact our pastors or our Congregational Care Ministry Coordinator, Kim Bartusek- ka-
bartusek@gmail.com,  for prayer or to talk. 
 
Blessings to you all as we continue in the season of Advent, 
 
Pastors Lori and Bridget 

 


