
 
 

 

 

In the late 1990s, the stretch of highway slicing through 
Camden, called Admiral Wilson Boulevard, was a 
public eyesore.  Some of you will remember.... 

Seedy motels, liquor stores, prostitutes, and drug dealers lined the causeway as our suburban 
friends commuted to Philadelphia each day for work.   
 
And then the Republican Convention came to Philadelphia. Miraculously -- almost overnight -- the 
motels were bulldozed, new trees imported, derelict signs replaced, rosebushes planted and 
Gateway Park was created: an urban green space bordering the Cooper River. It was beautiful!  
 
Rumor on the street suggested that convention delegates would be traveling from New Jersey. 
Like a good host, the governor wanted to protect the eyes of her out-of-town guests from the 
visual landscape of urban decay.  
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Regardless of the motivation, the transformation created a buzz -- a reminder that a little political 
will and urgency still possessed the ability to break gridlock and get things done at record-
breaking speed.  
 
But a week after the convention, to everyone's surprise, the gates to the park were locked.  
 
Gateway Park has been closed for 20 years.  
 
Until this week.  
 
And guess what? During the park opening ceremony, UrbanPromise students were thanked 
for their advocacy!  
 
Why?  For the last 10 years our students (especially our UrbanTrekkers) have spoken to 
freeholders, members of Congress, and a few mayors about re-opening the park.  It worked!  
 
Our political leaders listened and acted. The voices of our youth were heard. Citizens of South 
Jersey and Camden will now have access to the Cooper River waterway and a beautiful park.  
 
Voices of our youth made a difference. 
 
I believe the future of our democracy depends on civic engagement, informed citizens, and people 
who believe their voice matters. As adults, it's our responsibility to be raising a new generation of 
young leaders who know they can make a difference.  
 
Good citizenship is no accident. It's taught. It's modeled.  
 
And that's what we do at UrbanPromise. In addition to great academics, and our commitment 
to introducing young people to Christian faith, we teach our youth what it means to be active and 
engaged citizens.  
 
Once again this past week, three of our teens testified before the State Senate about the 
impact of gun violence in urban areas. The Senate wanted to hear the voices of young people 
impacted by violence. The response was amazing.  
 



Thank you for the opportunity you give our young people to grow as leaders. Without your 
support, they would not have these opportunities. 

Blessings! 
 
Bruce Main 
President & Founder 
P.S. Be sure to watch the video testimony below of three of our high school students on how gun 
violence has impacted their lives, families and communities.   

   

UrbanPromise Students Testify before the 

New Jersey State Legislature  
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