
   

 

 

   
 
 
 



"I've learned a lot about cross-contamination,” shares Omar. 

"What's that?" I inquire.   

I've honestly never heard the term.  

"You know," he confidently replies, "it's when you put a gluten-free bagel next to a regular bagel. That can 

be a big, big problem, especially if a person gets sick." 

I can't help but smile. I've just been schooled on the intricacies of bagel governance.  

Omar is a senior at our UrbanPromise Academy. He plans to attend college next year and wants to study 

Restaurant Management. Three nights a week he works at The Treehouse Coffee Shop in Audubon, NJ.  

"I love the people — the owners, the customers and my colleagues.  I'm learning so much."  

What makes the Treehouse a special place to work are its owners, Randy and Tina Van Osten. Randy served 

as an UrbanPromise Intern back in the 1990s and when he is not making coffee, he serves as a pastor at 

First Baptist Church in Pittman. Tina teaches science at our high school— Omar's science teacher by 

day!  They are extraordinary people who have labored hard to build a viable business that instills the values 

of Christian faith.  

For the Van Ostens it's not just about the bottom line. It's about giving back and being a force for good in our 

world. "We love having UrbanPromise students work here," shares Randy. "I wish we could hire more." 

From UrbanPromise's inception our dedicated team has tried to provide opportunities for Camden's youth — 

opportunities to expand their horizons and experiences. Opportunities, like working at the Treehouse, help 

our young people gain invaluable training and exposure — especially within the context of a business 

environment rich in faith. It's a gift to partner with visionary business owners like the Van Ostens.  

This week the Treehouse was featured in the Philadelphia Inquirer. I hope you will read the article. More 

importantly, I hope you'll drop by to say hello to Omar and have a coffee. 

Blessings! 

Bruce Main 

President & Founder 
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