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First Baptist Church of Mount Holly  
Statement of Faith 

 
The Scriptures 
The Holy Bible was written by divinely inspired men and is God's revelation of Himself to man. It has 
God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. 
Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. It is the supreme standard by which all human 
conduct, creeds, and opinions should be tried (Num. 23:19; Ps. 12:6; 119:43; Prov. 30:5; Is. 40:8; 
Matt. 24:35; John 1:1-3; 14:26; 17:17; 2 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 4:12; 2 Pet. 1:21). 
 
God 
There is one and only one living and true God. He is the maker and supreme ruler of heaven and earth, 
infinitely glorious in holiness, and worthy of all honor and praise. God is all powerful and all 
knowing, and His perfect knowledge extends to all things, past, present, and future. The eternal God 
reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit with distinct personal attributes but without 
division of nature, essence, or being (Gen. 1; Deut. 6:4; Job 42:2; Is. 6:1-5; Dan. 4:34-35; Matt. 
16:16; 28:19; John 1:1; Acts 5:3-4; 1 Cor. 8:6; 2 Cor. 13:14; Rev. 4:6-11). 
 
God the Father 
God the Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His creatures, and the flow of the 
stream of human history according to the purposes of His grace. He is all powerful, all knowing, all 
loving, and all wise. God is Father in truth to those who become children of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ (Ex. 15:11-18; Deut. 32:6; 1 Chr. 29:10; Is. 64:8; Matt. 6:9-13; John 17:1-8; Acts 1:7; Rom. 
8:14-15; Eph. 4:6; 1 Tim. 1:17; Heb. 11:6; 12:9; 1 Pet. 1:17). 
 
God the Son 
Jesus Christ is the eternally begotten Son of the Father. As the Incarnate Son, He is fully God and fully 
man, having been conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He lived a perfect life of 
sinless obedience, and in His death on the cross He made full atonement for the sins of His bride, the 
church. He was raised from the dead with a glorified body, appeared to His disciples, ascended into 
heaven, and is now exalted at the right hand of God. He will return in power and glory to judge the 
world and to consummate His redemptive mission. (Is. 53:5; Matt. 1:23; 16:16; John 1:1-2, 18, 
14:6-13; 20:31; Acts 7:55; 1 Cor. 15:3-7; 2 Cor. 5:21; Col. 1:15-16; 2:9; Heb. 1:5-6). 
 
God the Holy Spirit 
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully divine. Through illumination, He enables men to understand 
truth. He exalts Christ. He convicts men of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. He seals the 
believer unto the day of final redemption. His presence in the Christian is the guarantee that God will 
bring the believer into the fullness of the stature of Christ. He enlightens and empowers the believer 
and the church in worship, evangelism, and service. (Luke 24:49; John 3:8; 7:38-39; 16:5-16; Acts 
1:8; 2:33; Rom. 8:7-9; 15:18-19; 2 Cor. 3:17-18; Eph. 1:13-14; Heb. 2:3-4). 
 
Man 
Man is the special creation of God, made in God’s own image. God created them male and female as 
the crowning work of His creation. By free choice, man transgressed the command of God, and by 
consequence all are now sinners, by nature and by choice, and are under just condemnation, without 
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defense or excuse. Only the grace of God can bring man into His holy fellowship and enable man to 
fulfill the creative purpose of God. The sacredness of human personhood is evident in that God 
created man in His own image and that Christ died for man; therefore, every person of every race 
possesses full dignity and is worthy of respect and Christian love. (Gen. 1:26-31; 3:1-13; Ps. 14:3; 
51:5; Jer. 17:9-10; Eccl. 7:29; Rom. 5:12-19; 8:20-23; Eph. 2:1-3; 1 Cor. 15:21; 2 Cor. 4:16). 
 
Salvation 
Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man and is offered freely to all who accept Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior, who by His own blood obtained eternal redemption for the believer. There 
is no salvation apart from personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. In its broadest sense, salvation 
includes regeneration, justification, sanctification, and glorification (Ps. 49:15; Is. 53; John 1:11-14, 
29; 3:16, 36; 5:24; Acts 2:21; 4:12; 16:30-31; Gal. 3:13).  
 
Regeneration is the work of God’s grace whereby believers become new creatures in Christ Jesus. It is 
a change of heart produced by the Holy Spirit through conviction of sin, to which the sinner responds 
in repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Ps. 32:5; John 6:36-37; 1 Cor. 1:18; 2 
Cor. 4:6; 5:17-20). 

 
Justification includes the pardon of sin and the promise of eternal life, bringing the believer into a 
relationship of peace and favor with God. It is bestowed not in consideration of any works of 
righteousness but solely through faith in the blood of Jesus Christ, by which God imputes Christ’s 
perfect righteousness to the believer (Acts 13:38; Rom. 3:28; 5:18-19, 8:3-4; 1 Cor. 15:3; 2 Cor. 
5:21; Gal. 2:16; Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 2:24; 1 John 1:6-2:11).  

 
Sanctification is the experience, beginning in regeneration, by which the believer is set apart for God’s 
purposes and is enabled to progress toward moral and spiritual maturity through the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in him (John 17:17; 2 Cor. 7:1; Gal. 2:20; 5:22-23; Eph. 1:14; 
Phil. 2:12-13; 3:12-16; Col. 1:9-22; 3:1-17; 1 Thess. 5:23-24; Heb. 2:1-3; Jas. 2:14-16). 

 
Glorification is the culmination of salvation and is the final blessed and abiding state of the redeemed 
(Acts 20:32; Titus 2:11-14; Rev. 22:17).
 
God's Purpose of Grace 
Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, justifies, sanctifies, and 
glorifies sinners. It is perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, and comprehends all the means 
in connection with the end. It is the glorious display of God’s sovereign goodness, thereby excluding 
boasting and promoting humility. All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted 
in Christ and sanctified by His Spirit will never fall away from the state of grace but shall persevere to 
the end (Ex. 19:5-8; Num. 23:19; Is. 41:21-23; 42:8-9; 46:9-10; Matt. 10:29-30; John 6:44-45, 
65; 10:27-29; 15:16; Rom. 8:28-39; 11:5-8, 36; 2 Tim. 1:9; Eph. 1:4-11; 2:8-9; 2 Thess. 2:13-
14; 2 Tim. 1:12; 1 Pet. 1:20; 1 John 2:19; Jude 24; Rev. 13:8). 
 
The Church 
The church is the body of Christ which includes all of the redeemed of all the ages: believers from 
every tribe, language, people, and nation. The church is manifest visibly in the local body of baptized 
believers who associate by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel, observe the ordinances 
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of Christ, and seek to extend the gospel to the ends of the earth (Matt. 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-
42; 5:11-14; 13:1-3; 14:23-27; 16:5; 20:28; 1 Cor. 5:4-5; Eph. 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11; 5:22-32; 
Col. 1:18; Heb. 10:24-25; 1 Pet. 5:1-4; Rev. 5:9-10; 21:2-3).  
 
Baptism & the Lord's Supper 
Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water. It is an act of obedience symbolizing the 
believer's faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Savior; the believer's death to sin; the burial of the old 
life; and the resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus. Being a church ordinance, it is 
prerequisite to the privileges of church membership (Matt. 3:13-17; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 
3:21-22; John 3:23; Acts 2:41; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; Rom. 6:3-5; Col. 2:12). 
 
The Lord's Supper is a symbolic act of obedience whereby believers memorialize the death of Jesus 
Christ and anticipate His second coming, preceded always by self-examination (Matt. 26:26-30; Mark 
14:22-26; Luke 22:19-20; John 6:35-59; Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor. 10:16, 21; 11:23-29). 
 
Last Things 
God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its appropriate end. Jesus Christ 
will return personally and visibly, the dead will be raised, and Christ will judge all men in 
righteousness. This judgment will fix forever the final state of men and women in an eternal, 
conscious state. Unbelievers will receive their punishment and will be separated forever from God. 
Believers, in their resurrected and glorified bodies, will receive their reward and will dwell forever 
with the Lord in the new heavens and new earth (Is. 2:4; Matt. 16:27; 24:27-44; 25:31-46; 26:64; 
Mark 8:38; 9:43-48; Luke 16:19-26; 17:22-37; Acts 1:11; 17:31; Rom. 14:10; 1 Cor. 4:5; 15:24-58; 
2 Cor. 5:10; Phil. 3:20-21; Col. 3:4; 1 Thess. 4:14-5:11; 2 Thess. 1:7-12; 2 Tim. 4:1, 8; Heb. 9:27-
28; 2 Pet. 3:7-14; Rev. 1:18; 20:1-22:13).   
 
The Family 
God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. Marriage is the uniting 
of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime and is the only sanctified context 
for sexual expression. The marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people. The 
husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God's image. Children, 
from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord (Gen. 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 
Deut. 6:4-9; Josh. 24:15; Ps. 127; 139:13-16; Prov. 5:15-20; 18:22; Eccl. 4:9-12; Mal. 2:14-16; 
Matt. 5:31-21; 19:3-9; Rom. 1:18-32; 1 Cor. 7:1-16; Eph. 5:21-33; Heb. 13:4). 
 
Religious Liberty 
God alone is Lord of the conscience, and He has left it free from the doctrines and commandments of 
men which are contrary to His Word or not contained in it. Church and state should be separate; a free 
church in a free state is the Christian ideal. The state owes to every church protection and full freedom 
in the pursuit of its spiritual ends. Civil government is ordained by God for the interests and good 
order of human society; government officials are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored, and 
obeyed in all things not contrary to the revealed will of God (Matt. 6:24; 22:21; John 8:36; Acts 4:19-
20; Rom. 13:1-7; Gal. 5:1, 13; Phil. 3:20; 1 Tim. 2:1-2; Jas. 4:12; 1 Pet. 2:12-17; 3:11-17; 4:12-19).  
 
 

This statement of faith is grounded upon Holy Scripture and reflects, in part, traditional wording                    
from the New Hampshire Confession of Faith, 1833, and The Baptist Faith and Message, 2000. 


