
A WORSHIP SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

December 11, 2022                                                               10:00 a.m. 
                                                              WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME 
Chimes                          
Prelude                                     “Aria” (Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence)                          Albert Zabel 

Welcome and Announcements                                                                    Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison    

Introit                                             “Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord”                       James E. Moore, Jr.                              

Call To Worship                                                                                                                           
 

One: O come, O come, Immanuel                All: And be light for our darkness 
One: Be comfort in our grief                        All: A guide for our path 
One: Be a friend for our loneliness              All: An oasis for our searching 
One: O come, O come, Immanuel               All: Restore our joy, heal our wounds and bring us peace 
 

Lighting the Advent Candle 
 

Last Sunday the Candle of Peace was lit. We light it and the Candle of Hope again as we remember that 
Christ will come again in our hearts and bring to the world everlasting peace.  
(Light the Advent Candles of Hope and of Peace) 
 

The third candle of Advent is the Candle of Joy. It reminds us of the joy that Mary felt when the angel 
Gabriel told her that a special child would be born to her – a child who would save and deliver his 
people.  
 

God wants us all to have joy. The angel who announced to the shepherds that Jesus had been born told 
them: “Do not be afraid. I am bringing you good news of a great joy for all people – for to you is born 
this day, in the City of David, a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Light the Advent Candle of Joy) 
 

We light this candle to remember that Christ brings the promise of a new life – a life in which the blind 
receive sight, the lame walk, and the prisoners are set free. We light it to remember that He brings true 
and everlasting joy.  
 

Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 

Loving God, we thank You for the joy You bring us. Help us prepare our hearts for this gift. Bless our 
worship. Help us to hear and to do Your Word. We ask it in the name of the one born in Bethlehem. 
Amen.  
 

*Hymn                                                  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                                      No. 611 

Call to Renewal (In Unison)                                                                                             Marianne Baird          
And so we live our lives imperfectly, for we are flawed. But we are also loved by the God in whose 
Image we were created. Let us remake ourselves toward that Image as we make our confession 
before God and each other.  
 
 

Prayer of Renewal (In Unison)                                                                                   Marianne Baird                                                                           
 

O Creator, promise for the world, hear our prayers during this time of waiting. We hear Your 
call to journey toward the light, and yet we stumble. Our journey toward Your promise of 
Christ’s coming is filled with doubt, pain and often despair that there is meaning in the waiting. 
Our losses, our worries overtake us, so that we dwell in darkness rather than moving toward the 
light. Create in us the thread of hope that pulls us forward from promise to the miracle of new 
life. Create in us a clean spirit so that our journey is no longer weary, but filled with the energy  
of adventure! As the Christ child comes, so we, too, come back to you this day. Amen.  
 

Good News of Forgiveness                                                                                            Marianne Baird                         
 

Hear the Good News! As far as the east is from the west, so have our sins been separated from us.  
They have been thrown into the sea of forgetfulness, and there, they are remembered no more.  
Our thanks be to God! 
 

*Gloria Patri          
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.   Amen and amen. 
 

*Passing of the Peace       
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ, be 
with you. And also with you 
Let us greet each other saying; ‘May the peace of Christ be with you.’  

Offertory                            “Adagio” (Love Divine, All Loves Excelling)                     Charles Callahan        
*Doxology            Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him, all creatures here below.  
     Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

Anthem                                                  “Will We Know Him?”                                                Don Besig 
                                                            WE LISTEN FOR CHRIST’S WORD 
Scripture Reading                                        Luke 1:39-56 
Response                     May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart,  
                                       be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.   (Ps. 19:14) 
                                       Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon                                          “How Can I Keep From Singing?”                                    Dr. Adkison   
                                                           WE RESPOND TO CHRIST’S WORD 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

*Hymn                                           “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                                           No. 132 
 

                                                   WE GO FORTH TO SERVE IN CHRIST’S NAME 
*Benediction                                                                                                                            Dr. Adkison   
Choral Benediction                         “Come, Come Emmanuel                              James L. Chepponis 
Postlude        “In Dulci Jubilo” (Now Sing We, Now Rejoice)     
                                                               Friedrich Wilhelm Zachan 



Serving Today    
Usher / Greeter – Sharon Morgan and Ann Clark    Liturgist – Marianne Baird 

Coffee Hour –  
 

Prayer List 
 

Please pray for: Hurricane Ian victims; Chapel by the Sea church in Fort Myers Beach, FL; shooting victims 
and families; reduce COVID and variants spread locally and throughout the world; war in Ukraine; comfort 

for the Mobius family; Peter C. Jackson; Blanca Campbell and Jim Nina; Tara Connelly; Kimberly’s 
grandmother Audrey; the Ozolins Family; Jill Tuttle Albiani; and Barry and Benetta Taylor; and Ron Cyr 

healing from his knee replacement surgery Nov. 3.  
 

We will gladly list names of any individuals in need of prayer. You may share names by turning in a note from the pew or by 
emailing the church office prior to Thursday a.m. We will continue to list these names for 4 weeks and then they will be 

removed unless a specific request is made. Specific names require the person’s permission 

Online Giving 
Go to the Shelter Island Presbyterian Church website www.sipchurch.org and click the “Make a 

Donation” button at the bottom of the home page. Your donation is secure and confidential.  
NEW! you can add a note to your gift to mark it for a special purpose.  

 
 

 
Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 

32 N. Ferry Rd. (P.O. 612) Shelter Island, New York 11964 
  Phone: 631-749-0805 Email: info.sipchurch@gmail.com  

Website:  www.sipchurch.org 
       Administrative Assistant Katherine Moore -- Office Hours Tues. 12-4; Thurs.  9:30-4:30  

Please email info.sipchurch@gmail.com 
 

 Leadership Team 
Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison, Pastor 

 email: skypilot_mdiv@hotmail.com  / cell: 631-903-9899 
Linda Betjeman, Minister of Music  

Karin Bennett, Sexton    
 

     Session Team - Church Elders  
Class of 2021: Marianne Baird /Peter Vielbig /Laura Nelsen 

Class of 2022: Marilynn Pysher /Heather Reylek /Karin Bennett 
Class of 2023: Dan Binder /Ellen Gove – Clerk of Session 

 

            Deacons Team 
Class of 2021: Rachel Brigham /Cindy Griffin  

 Class of 2022: Alison Binder/ Sharon Donno /Rose Wissemann 
Class of 2023: Brenda Bergman/ Colleen Smith/ Elsie Mae Brigham/ Lauren Gibbs 

  
Congregational Nominating Team 

Class of 2021: Heather Reylek / Lee Anne Bastible / John Miller / Cindi Griffin 

Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

                                 December 11, 2022 
               

 
                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Joy does not simply happen to us.  
We have to choose joy  

and keep choosing it every day.” 
~ Henri Nouwen 
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