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“Changing Seasons”  
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. ~Hebrews 13:8  
  

Grace and peace to you, the Shelter Island Presbyterian Church community! What 
an amazing and busy summer the Adkison family has had here on Shelter Island! In a nut-
shell, Amy got a teaching position at the Hayground School in Bridgehampton. Taylor 
turned 21 in August and is substitute teaching at the Shelter Island School. My daughter, 
April, and her adorable cat, Hermione, always the perpetual kitten, have joined us for the 
rest of the semester. As a Geology major at Florida Gulf Coast University, she is staying 
busy doing geological research here on the Island.  

At any rate, the season is changing, as it always does. Summer has finally come to 
an end, and now, we enter into the Fall season, and let me say, I for one welcome the cool-
er temperatures and the reduction in traffic, as well as reverting back to our 10 am worship 
time! Maybe you do, too?  

Change, however, is not always welcomed with open arms. Many of us fear 
change of any kind. Things can change in the blink of an eye. One moment things are go-
ing great and then the next moment, we are faced with new challenges, uncertainties, and 
unexpected hardship. The reverse is true as well.  Many times, things change for the better. 
As the Buddha said, remember that “the only constant in life is change.”  

And yet, it's easy to get comfortable with our lives, sometimes too comfortable. 
Maybe we aren’t really comfortable but feel more “stuck” than anything. With that in 
mind, do you ever desire more from life?  Something better?  I know I do. Don’t get me 
wrong. I love my life and grateful for it, both the good and even the not so good, but I also 
know that I am a “work in progress” and through the internal witness of the Holy Spirit, 
God seeks to draw me even closer to Divine Love through it all.  

It is important for us ALL to be open to continued transformation. Why, you ask? 
As George Bernard Shaw said, “Progress is impossible without change, and those who 
cannot change their minds cannot change anything.” What does Shaw’s quote mean for 
us? Well, if you are open to change and have even an inkling of a desire to grow spiritual-
ly, then I am offering to our church and our community a Bible/Theological Study group 
entitled Solomon’s Porch for that very purpose. For those interested, we will have a meet-
ing after worship on Sunday, October 2 to decide on a day and time, as well as consider a 
relevant theological book that promotes holy change and transformation. Will you join us?  

In closing, as we continue to move forward in 2022, remember that no matter how 
much expected or unexpected change we encounter, we can be assured that “Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Jesus came to change our minds about 
God and to show the world that God is not a violent and retributive God, but instead, a God 
of Divine Love whose Love for us NEVER changes. God is for you and is always with 
you. As Goethe said, “Be bold and mighty forces will come to your aid.” So, as we 
watch the changing of the seasons beautifully unfold before our eyes, boldly welcome all 
Christ-like change that transforms us into living examples of Christ’s unconditional Love, 
for when we do, God will meet us there.    
  
Much Love to you all!  
  
Faithfully,   
Pastor Steve  
 
Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison, B.A., M.Div., D.Min. 
Minister of the Word and Sacrament 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 



Lemonade Stand Summer 2022 by Marianne Baird 
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It was a beautiful day in the neighborhood on Saturday, August 20. Our Lemonade Stand opened for busi-
ness at 8 am serving fresh cream cheese/buttered bagels and hot coffee to the grateful crafters setting up 
their booths across the street at the school. By 9am, new and old friends began stopping by to buy cookies 
and cold drinks, to introduce themselves and swap news. They were treated to sing-a-long music by Island 
Folks. There was joy and friendship in the air. The stream of customers continued steadily until 1:30 pm 
when we ran out of lemonade and decided to close up shop. Thank you to all who pitched in. This team ef-
fort brought us almost $1,000 for our church.  Bonus: There were enough leftovers to provide for the next 
day’s coffee hour.   

Celebrity Chef plans are in the works! 

Chef Anthony Rando could be our first Chef since COVID began. 

Save the date: October 19…more information to come! 

Presbytery Day: October 29 by Ellen Gove 
B.R.E.A.D. (Bringing Racial Equity And Diversity) is pleased to announce plans for Presbytery Day on 
Saturday, October 29th. The theme will be “What is Racism?” Long Island Presbyterian Churches and sis-
ter ecumenical congregations will come together to participate in conversations around racial and social jus-
tice on L.I., reflect on past harms to black Americans and Indigenous People and focus on future pathways 
for a more just community. Presbytery Day attendees will hear from Elaine Johnson, educator and racial 
and social justice speaker who will share her wisdom and lead relevant conversations on the subject. Poet 
and author David Mills will read from his new book of poetry, Boneyarn. 
 
Save the date and plan to join us at First Church Huntington Presbytery for a day of learning and connect-
ing. Breakfast and lunch will be available as well as childcare. More information to come. I plan on going 
and will be more than happy to drive to Huntington…who knows, if time permits, we could stop at Trader 
Joe’s on the way home!!  



Session has been busy throughout the summer months. Our building has been used quite regularly with the Town 
Nutrition Program, The Early Childhood Learning Summer Program, Imagination Island Summer Program, Com-
munity Housing Groups and Shelter Island Friends of Music. We are grateful for the A/C on those humid days.  
Session approved a year lease (June 30, 2022 - June 29, 2023) with the Shelter Island Early Childhood Learning 
Center. Imagination Island is now housed in Classroom B in the basement. They will be meeting Thursdays and Fri-
days throughout the school year. Classroom B is all set to start Sunday School in September. Please spread the 
word! 
Since COVID cases on Shelter Island have decreased, Session approved making masks optional since July during 
worship and beginning September 4th, Holy Communion will be served by Intinction. Session continues to monitor 
the N.Y. State COVID website. 
Dorothy Mobius Memorial Service was held on Saturday, July 30, 2022. Dorothy was an active member of SIP 
Church for 58 years, served as a Deacon and was always ready and willing to serve in various ways. A luncheon was 
served in the Fellowship Hall following the service.  
The Food Pantry donated a new refrigerator for our kitchen since the food pantry and other groups have benefitted 
from SIP Church allowing them to use the refrigerator. Thank you to Carrie and her crew! 
Session approved a request from Shelter Island Chamber of Commerce to sponsor a new community event, Trucks 
& Trades Fair. The event will be Saturday, September 24 on the School Grounds and will feature local trades, work 
trucks and construction vehicles for children to explore, as well as a food truck, ice cream truck, vendor booths, DJ 
music, photo booth and lawn games. We sponsored a lawn game with a donation of $100. 
I attended the June Presbytery Meeting in-person at their new space in West Islip. 

On Monday, July 18 the Better World Book Club met and discussed The Book of Hope, A  Survival Guide 
for Trying Times by Jane Goodall and Douglas Abrams. We had nearly 20 people come from on and off 
island to share their thoughts on the book and its topic. We all agreed we wanted to grow up to become Jane 
Goodall!  We also selected our next book, The Sum of Us, What Racism Costs All of Us and How We can 
Prosper Together by Heather McGhee. This is a profound book that Pastor Fearing recommended saying it 
changed his life.  We will be meeting to discuss it on Monday, October 17 at 3:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
This is a date change from the original date of September 19.  

On November 5th we are sponsoring an all day workshop lead by Betty Crowson, 
Spiritual Retreat Director, Holistic Life Coach and author on the topic of her new book: We Don't Know 

What We Don't Know, A Woman's Guide Through Grief and Loss.  Forty-five dollars  will include coffee 

and muffins in the morning, soup and salad for lunch (prepared by the Deacons), the book and the work-

shop. It is for women only as per the title and is limited to 45 pre-paid attendees. More information on sign-

ing up will follow.  

Mission Team Report by Marilynn Pysher 

Session Report by Ellen Gove 
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Maureen’s Haven Report by Marianne Baird 
Maureen’s Haven is dedicated to supporting the homeless population of the East End. The organization, 
based in Riverhead, provides education, counseling and help in finding housing and employment. For the 
past six years our congregation has partnered with Maureen’s Haven to help feed the clients during the 
winter months from November-April. Plans and schedules will soon be finalized for the 2022-2023 sea-
son. Usually, we are tasked with making 20-30 bag lunches twice a month and two or three hot dinners 
during the season. We welcome all who are able to join us for this rewarding mission.  
 
Please call: Dana Hallman at (631)377-2930 or Marianne Baird at (516)492-5763 



KIVA Team Impact Report by John Kerr 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, a 
percentage of your purchase amount is 

donated to the Church. As of June 2022, 
the Church has received $673.40. 

PAGE 4 THE TIDINGS SEPTEMBER 2022  

Greetings to our much loved SIPC Family and wishing you all a healthy and joyous autumn filled with color, com-
munity and faith. This is my favorite season. The island takes a big breath and we can take the time to appreciate the 
blessings and beauty that surrounds us. The extreme temperatures have left us. The traffic has calmed. Church ser-
vice has returned to 10:00 am. We are able to appreciate this turning of time. It is good. 

It may seem so, but it’s not too early to start thinking about ways you might help serve our church. The gardening 
season may be passed but the CNC would like to plant a little seed to stay in your mind as we move forward to 2023. 
To that end, the CNC extends an invitation to all active members to consider possible nominations for the following 
positions: 

Service as an Elder on Session, Class of 2025. This is a three year term that can be repeated once. After serving two 
terms, the Elder has to come off for at least one year. Session is our governing body. Elders share in governing and 
leading the church in a faithful direction along with other duties. Session meets monthly and the Elders have roles in 
committees. A good and effective elder serves the Church as a decision maker, a leader and a peacemaker. 

Service as a Deacon, Class of 2025. This is a three year term that can be repeated once. After serving two terms, the 
Deacon has to come off for at least one year. It is their duty to minister to those who are in need, to the sick, to the 
friendless, and to any who may be in distress both within and beyond the community of faith.  

Also, for service on the Nominating Committee: At least two members should be elders, at least one actively serving 
on session. One member should be from the board of deacons and others from Members-at-Large for a One year 
term of office. 

All offices are elected by the congregation. If you would like to propose a nomination, please contact Heather Rey-
lek, Lee Anne Bastible, John Miller, or Cindy Griffin, our current CNC, by leaving a message at the church office, 
631-749-0805. We look forward to seeing you at church. Bring a friend! Bring two friends! 

Congregational Nominating Committee by Laura Nelsen 

Our 30 member KIVA team has made 1,307 loans totaling 
$39,000 in 72 of KIVA’s 77 active countries. Our borrower gen-
der is 81% Female (1,057) and 19% Male (249). In 2020 we gave 
$5,800, in 2021 we gave $6,850 and so far, this year we are at 
$4,675 which is well on our way to breaking last year’s record if 
anyone is keeping track. We have made 312 loans in the agricul-
ture sector, 291 loans in the food sector, 221 loans in the retail 
sector, 108 loans in the education sector, 99 loans in the services 
sector and 90 loans in the clothing sector. The Philippines has 
received 110 loans, Vietnam 83, Kenya 81and Palestine 80 loans. 
Your generosity is boundless! If you have any questions or prob-
lems about your account please see John Kerr. Below is a recent 
loan we made to Noah. 
Noah, who appears in the photo, is a hardworking woman who 
tries her utmost to make her family live a decent life. She is a 50-
year-old, living with her family in Tulkarem, West Bank. She 
works in the public sector where she earns a low income that isn't 
enough for all her needs. She works also in sewing in order to 
increase the family income. She requested a loan to buy a sewing 
machine, yarns, silk, and fabrics for her work. This will increase 
her production and enhance her income.  



We have had wonderful Choir participation all summer and I am grateful to all those who continued to re-
hearse and sing weekly for the Sunday services. Traditionally Choir was given a "vacation" in August but 
since we missed some times during the year because of COVID, we continued through the summer. Sweet 
Island Dulcimers has continued to meet once a week with sunset picnic dinners and music making most 
recently at the Heights Beach Club. They performed for SIPC in July and also for Union Chapel in the 
Grove and for the children's program, Imagination Island, directed by Amy Adkison. Looking toward Fall, 
there will be Friends of Music Concerts to look forward to as well as a November concert by Basically Ba-
roque. Blessings to all of you as we lift our hearts and voices in praise. "Without a doubt we'll know that 
we have been revived when we shall leave this place" (Church). Quote from the hymn "There's a Sweet, 
Sweet Spirit".   
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Music Ministry by Linda Betjeman 

The Deacons have met twice during the summer to plan for the distribution of flowers and to discuss alloca-
tion of funds for people in need. Contributions from the congregation continue to be appreciated and are 
used to help community members on an ad hoc basis. The deacons provided requested assistance at a me-
morial service during the summer and delivered flowers after church services. The regular services of com-
munion and visitations are ongoing. 
 
We are appreciative of any and all donations and thank our donors for their generosity. 

Deacons’ Report by Brenda Bergman 

Building & Grounds Report 
We have been researching a company to do mold testing in our basement. After receiving some recommen-
dations, Session approved JC Broderick Company to preform extensive testing in the basement. Results 
came back negative for mold; however, a few minor recommendations were made. A full report is on file in 
the church office.  
 
There have been A/C and plumbing issues that needed to be repaired at the Manse. The CO2 monitor in the 
basement has needed to be replaced. Bell Ringer servicing company has changed out this monitor. We are 
in the process of working on Sanctuary window plaques. The rear of our building is free of mold!! Thanks 
to Dan and his crew and to Chris Johnson for setting up his bucket truck so Dan’s workman could power 
wash the building from the very top and roof area.  



MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

 
October 17—Better World Book Club at 3:00 pm, The Sum of Us by Heather McGhee 
 
October 19—Tentative Date for Celebrity Chef Dinner by Anthony Rando 
 
October 29—Presbytery Day 
 
November—Maureen’s Haven Opens for the Season 
 
November 6 —Stewardship Kickoff  
 
November 19—All Faith Youth Group: Third Annual "Everything But The Turkey" 
  Food Box Distribution in Church Parking Lot from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 
November 27—Stewardship Luncheon 
 
December 11—All Faith Youth Group: Wrapping of Christmas Gift Donations 
  from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm at Our Lady of the Isle Church   

PO Box 612 

32 North Ferry Road 

Shelter Island, NY11964  

 

631-749-0805 

Info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

www.sipchurch.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision the Shelter Island Presbyterian 
Church as a spiritu- al heart of our small island 
com- munity—a congregation that keeps its doors 
open to all and offers service and support to 
friends, neighbors, and visitors from beyond our 
shores. 

We will encourage the spiritual growth of our 
Church's people in Jesus Christ through worship, 
service to others, stewardship, study, and fellow-
ship with one another. We will work to increase 
our spiritual engagement with youth, young fami-
lies, and our growing senior population. 

Inspired by God's Word, we look forward to our 
future with faith and confidence in God's pur-
pose for us. 

AS WE BELIEVE, SO WE DO. 


