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From the Pastor’s Study
For to everything there is a season.
A time for every purpose under heaven.
We all experience seasons in our lives. Besides the normal winter, spring, fall, and
summertime cycles, we also as individuals experience seasons that come and go at different
times. Perhaps you’re in a waiting season. Waiting for a difficult circumstance to change, or a
relationship to be restored, or an ailment to resolve itself. Perhaps you’re in a busy season
when you don’t seem to have the time to get everything done. Perhaps you’re experiencing a
time of test and trials. Everywhere you turn it seems you are being tested. You are just weary
with no end in sight. Or perhaps you’re in a happy season when everything is coming up roses.
All you see in your life are green lights and you are walking on air. Hold onto that one as long
as you can.
The point King Solomon is making, the author of the words from Ecclesiastes, is
that all those seasons, even if we can’t discern it now, have a purpose, a heavenly purpose; to
guide us somewhere in particular, somewhere God wants us to be.
What is true for people is true for churches as well. And that makes perfect sense
doesn’t it? For what is a church but its people. At any given time in the life of a church they
are experiencing a particular season. And that season has a purpose, a heavenly purpose, so
that they might be guided somewhere God wants them to be. And that’s where I come in.
In a very real way I have parachuted into the middle of your church, into the midst of a people
experiencing a particular season for a particular purpose. I have come alongside you to get to
know you as best I can, and to guide you into discovering for yourselves where God wants you
to go and be and do, at this time in your life together as church. I am not here to tell you where
you should go, who you should be and become or what you should be doing. I am here to help
you discover these things for yourselves.
This is your church. It’s not your pastors church, or the presbytery’s church or the
denomination’s church. It’s yours, and it will be as strong and vital and healthy as you yourselves make it. The future is yours to envision and live into. I have no agenda other than to
help you, as best as I know how, come into the future God holds out for you. And he does have
a future for you. A future that is particular to you and to no other church.
This future will not repeat your past, no matter how nostalgic you may be for parts
of that past. It will honor your past for sure, but utilize the gifts the Spirit has given you now to
address the needs and challenges you and your community are facing in this season.
You are in a season of transition. Moving from one season to the next. My work
with you will be to prepare you to be ready and able to call the pastor who will move you into
that future God holds out for you. That’s my end game. To enable you to know who you are,
who you want to be and what you feel God is calling you to be and do now. Then and only
then can you go about the business of calling the right pastor, with the gifts that will be aligned
with the vision you have, for yourselves.
All churches have a purpose. That purpose in general terms is to bring glory to God.
Each church is different in the way each decides to bring glory to God. Our task together will
be to discern how you intend to do that. That will be your mission, what you intend to do to
fulfill your purpose, what you will commit your time, talents and resources too.
The mission will differentiate you from all other church’s and the more focused
your mission is, the more focused you will be, and the more potential you will have for growth.
My commitment to you is to be here, with and for you, until that time when you call that pastor
who will walk with you into that next season of your life together.
I am excited about your prospects and about the time we will have together and I
hope you are as well. You’ll be hearing more about the process from your session and about
the opportunities you will have to be a meaningful part of shaping the future of your church.
Blessings,
Pastor Bob
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CONFESSIONS OF A CHURCH BAG LADY BY JOANNE SHERMAN
I never meant to become a bag lady; it happened by accident. During the announcements one Sunday morning, a call
went out for cookie bakers to provide the munchies sold at the Church Lemonade Stand at the Art Show and Craft
Fair. Since I’m a snowbird now, and do so little compared to the Church Ladies who surround me each Sunday, I decided to put my name on the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall. In my haste to get to the food table before all the good
stuff was grabbed up, I overshot the Cookie Baker List and inadvertently signed on to the Cookie Bagger List. For a
moment I was tempted to draw a line through my name. But I was in church. What kind of person does that in God’s
House? “You need help? Sure, I’ll help! Nope! Changed my mind.” Besides, all I had to do was show up at the Parish
Hall the day before the cookie sale and help put the cookies into bags. How difficult could that be? Before I lurched
over to the food table (those lemon bars were going fast!) I added my name to the Cooker Bakers List, and then treated myself to two lemon bars, my reward for signing on as a baker AND a bagger.
On the appointed day I arrived to find the tables heaped with boxes, bags and containers with every kind of cookie
and dessert bar you could imagine. It looked as if Betty Crocker, Martha Stewart and Paula Deen had locked themselves in the church kitchen for an all-night cookie bake off. When all of us baggers were assembled we put on our
“let’s keep our germs to ourselves” gloves and set to work, gingerly placing the array of delectables into plastic bags,
using the traditional, centuries-old formula, which I have memorized: four to a bag, unless they’re big, then three, or
if they’re small, then 5, or whatever you want. This Bag Lady Squad exercised the greatest will power imaginable by
not sampling all those cookies. You know, how you do it when you are in the privacy of your own kitchen -- two for
the bag, one for the mouth. Not here though. One of the more seasoned Bag Ladies (some of these gals are tenured!)
explained that only the pieces of broken cookies were up for grabs. Fortunately, there were a few that arrived broken.
And I will admit right now that I purposely broke two exotic looking cookies, just to sample them. (Not the peanut
butter chocolate chip or Kool-Aid flavored sugar cookies, because I’d baked those and believe me, I’d eaten my fill!)
Actually, it was a pleasant hour. I mean, come on, we were playing with pretty food! A couple of the Bag Ladies at the
other table even sang while they worked -- something churchy I think, or maybe it was a song from the 60s. Whatever, I knew the words and I hummed along. As I walked out of the church toward the parking lot, brushing cookie
crumbs from my face and clothes and my hair, I decided that being an accidental Bag Lady was fun and I plan to do it
again. I mean, I already memorized the formula. And who knows, maybe someday I’ll be tenured.

The month of November
is the start of many things.
Along with the start of the
holiday season, November
is usually the start of
Stewardship season. Like
the holidays, many of us
feel that the seasons seem
to roll around too quickly
and we can’t believe summer is gone. However,
gone it is and it is time to
look forward and plan for
the coming year. Please
watch for your pledge envelopes in the mail and
start to give thought to
supporting your church.
Thank you.
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CHOIR BY LINDA BETJEMAN
The Adult Choir resumed singing for Sunday services the Sunday
after Labor Day. Several members are also singing in the Community Chorus for the Christmas Concert on Sun. Dec. 15 at 3 pm. It is
still possible to join this group which rehearses every Tuesday evening from 7 to 8:30. The next music event will be the Basically Baroque Ensemble (chamber quartet of flute, violin, cello and harpsichord) performing music by Hotteterre, Bach, Philidor, Fasch, and
Vivaldi on Sun. Nov. 3 at 3 pm. Admission is free with donations
appreciated.

Photos of Choir Picnic by Marianne Baird

BUILDING &
GROUNDS REPORT

CELEBRITY CHEF DINNER

BY ELLEN GOVE

We have started up the 2019-2020 Celebrity Chef season with The Ram’s
Head Chef, Chef Joe on Wednesday, October 23rd. His menu of Short
Ribs, Mushroom popover, grilled vegetable and Apple Pie w/ice cream
was a huge success. We thank you Chef Joe and the Ram’s Head! Our
next Celebrity Chef will feature Chef Anthony Rando and is scheduled for
Wednesday, November 20th. We will be skipping December since there is
so much going on due to the Christmas Season. Stay tuned for our January
dinner. As always, thanks for your support!!

MISSION COMMITTEE BY LYNN FRANKLIN
We are looking forward to our next Better World Book Club meeting on
Monday, November 18 at 3pm. Our selection is The Second Mountain:
The Quest for a Moral Life by David Brooks. There may still be some
copies in the library. We are also making plans for a pot-luck dinner with
the Latino church community that meets for worship in our Fellowship
Hall on Thursday evenings. Stay tuned for more details. Our team has begun brainstorming for our next annual workshop. We have decided to
shift from the summer to a fall 2020 event and are in the early stages of
considering convening a panel discussion about needs and resources for
the whole community with Island leaders.

NEW CODED DOOR LOCKS BY PETER VIELBIG
Once installed, there will be two new coded locks on the north-facing
(cemetery and parking lot) doors. All other doors will be locked from the
inside and except for normal Church hours, Dinner Bell, concerts, other
community uses etc., unlocking these doors will be the only way you can
enter the Church. These are coded locks that can be opened by entering a
four-digit code. If you are a regular user of the Church you should get
your code from Katherine, the Office Administrator. Please think ahead
and get the code on a Tuesday or Thursday, during Katherine’s office
hours. After we get comfortable with the manual way of entering the
code, we will be able to convert to a method where you can use your cellphone to enter the code. We will also eventually have unique codes for
anyone using that door. If you are the only person opening the door be
sure to lock it on the way out. There will be an instruction card by the
door to walk you through the opening and locking procedures and a
phone number to call if you have any questions.

Our water situation is
ongoing. The Board of
Health has been working
with the Town and Town
Engineer John Cronin,
PE in the time frame that
we were given. John has
been very good at maintaining communication
with them and as long as
we are moving in the
right direction, The
Board of Heath folks are
satisfied. The Town continues to respond to all
the Board of Health’s
requests. Thus far the
Board of Health recently
sent another request for
information, which John
is responding to. Once
that is completed, hopefully the Board of Health
will approve, and the recommended system will
be installed. In the meantime, many angels supply
the church with bottle
water for Coffee Hour,
Celebrity Chef, and other
needs. Thank you to all!
Keeping Up With Safety

Last week Pastor Bob,
Laura Nelsen, Dan Binder
and Ellen Gove attended a
meeting hosted by SI
Town Police Department.
Chief Read presented an
hour-long workshop on
“Safety in Churches”. All
three Island churches
were in attendance. It was
quite informative and
touched on various safety
issues that revolve around
active shooting situations.
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UNITED
PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN
BY MARILYNN PYSHER

On Tuesday, October 15,
the UPW met for the
first time in the evening
so women who work
during the day could
join us. Ten women attended the meeting. Primarily we spent the time
planning the Election
Day Luncheon which is
our major fundraiser. If
you haven't come to this
in the past, it includes
homemade chowder
from local clams, hot
dogs with Dana's special
sauerkraut if you like,
lemonade, coffee/tea
and homemade desserts.
All delicious and at reasonable prices. If you
receive this before Election Day, we encourage
you to volunteer to help
out and/or just vote and
join us for lunch (takeout available). Our next
meeting will at 5:30 on
November 19 in Fellowship Hall so all Presbyterian women, please
come!
~*~*~*~*~*~*~
If you would like to have a
printout of your pledges
made to date, for 2019,
please notify Katherine in
the Office and she will
pass along your request to
the Treasurer. We will
mail you the statement.
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MAUREEEN’S HAVEN
Welcome to Maureen’s Haven Homeless Outreach 2019-2020 Winter Shelter Program. This is SIPC’s fifth season providing meals for
our East End neighbors in need. We make 30 lunches twice a month
in the Fellowship Hall kitchen and we prepare and serve two hot
meals per season at Southold Presbyterian Church.
The gifts you give by volunteering:
*A hearty, home-cooked meal shared together as family
*Respite from the desperation of the streets
*Kindness and acceptance
*Time to listen
*Dignity and respect
*Encouragement
*Hope
If you have an hour or two a month from November through April,
please consider joining our team. Call Dana Hallman (631) 3772930 or Marianne Baird (516) 492-5763 for information.

A big THANK YOU to Dan Binder for rerouting the ropes through the
ceiling so that we could ring our Church bell for the first time in many
years! The inscription on the bell reads: “In memory of Frances Halsey
Dennis and Alfred Sanford Dennis, 1947.”

Soup weather is here and our sign-up list is on the table in Fellowship
Hall. Please look in your cookbooks or online for a soup that you’d like to
try. We’re not looking for gourmet, just a warming, simple meal. Lots of
dates are still available. And just think how toasty and fragrant-smelling
your house will be!

THANK YOU FROM KAREN TUDOR
To All My Wonderful Friends on Shelter Island,

My heartfelt thank you for a fondest farewell, all the special gifts, well wishes and especially your prayers. I cannot believe all that has happened in just one month, but Eric and I finally arrived safely in Benicia, CA which was just one of the unexpected turn of events. After only five and a half days on the road I could write a book about the adventure. Here’s
some highlights.
First, Interstate 80 has to be the most mountainous route you could take. Since I’m not
much for heights the mountain downgrades had my foot on the brake even though I wasn’t
driving. Eric did a great job driving all the way except for the 2 hours I drove. The other
thing was all those big fancy tractor trailer trucks which dwarfed us in the rental truck with
my car in tow.
On the first day we smashed the passenger side mirror on a mailbox while being rerouted by
Google Maps, not a road for trucks for sure but the mailbox owner said it’s been hit over
100 times. Now we are driving blind so on day two I called the rental roadside assistance
and headed off to a mechanic for replacement, except no one in the area had a replacement
so the mechanic took the mirror off his truck and put it on our truck. Thank goodness that
happened otherwise we wouldn’t have noticed that the rental had a bald front tire. I took a
nap while we waited because the tire replacement was a big deal too. It took a day and a
half to get out of Pennsylvania.
I liked Iowa it was flat and very clean. The rest stops had Starbucks and better than MacDonald’s which I haven’t had in about 30-something years. Each state had something you
could appreciate; just the diversity of the landscapes while driving along I-80 kept it interesting. The next big event was in Utah or was it Wyoming; anyway while following yet another reroute we got stuck on a single lane gravel road heading up a road that led to nowhere (this was the only problem between Eric and I; it’s called depending on a cell phone
as the absolute truth.)
The next part is what has you believe!! With no visible place to turn around, truck and car in
tow there was a very high probability of getting stuck in the dry gravel on the roadside. Eric
decided to hike up the road to see if there was any way out. I was desperate and upset, I
looked up at the clear blue cloudless sky and asked the Lord to help us.
Finally, after what seemed like any hour, I saw Eric returning; he said he found a small
turnaround on top of a hill which was our only hope. So we travel farther up the mountain
road to the possible turnaround. It ended up being a memorial to a guy named Joe, which
was printed on a big white cross with a bottle of booze resting at the base. We circled the
cross and down the mountain we headed back to the interstate. Thank you, thank you, Lord.
At this point it was very clear that I wasn’t on this journey alone, I had all your prayers with
me and a faith that tells me that all I have to do is ask for help. Thank you all for being our
co-pilots.
The last miracle has to do with the apartment that I was supposed to rent; that fell through a
day before arriving in California but on the same day I received a another call from Javier at
the place I really liked in my new home, Benicia. He told me that he had a newly renovated
apartment and if we could work on the paperwork prior to arriving, it would be mine to
lease. It’s a beautifully kept complex about 1 mile from the center of town. Benicia has an
old history of being a hide tannery community, it’s on a bay heading into another bay, the
town has a lot of old character to be explored. I never thought that I would be near water
ever again. Never say Never!
Again, thank you for my farewell and your generosity, for riding along with me, for all your
prayers and your text messages that helped keep my “Nervous Nellie” in check.
My address is 150 Rankin Way, Apt. 112, Benicia, CA 94510
My email is karentudor2599@gmail.com
My love to you all,
Karen
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

MISSION STATEMENT
We envision the Shelter Island
Presbyterian Church as a spiritual heart of our small island community—a congregation that
keeps its doors open to all and
offers service and support to
friends, neighbors, and visitors
from beyond our shores.
We will encourage the spiritual
growth of our Church's people in
Jesus Christ through worship,
service to others, stewardship,
study, and fellowship with one
another. We will work to increase
our spiritual engagement with
youth, young families, and our
growing senior population.
Inspired by God's Word, we look
forward to our future with faith
and confidence in God's purpose
for us.

•

•
•

•

Monday, November 18, 3:00 pm: Better World Book
Club: The Second Mountain: The Quest for a Moral
Life by David Brooks.
Wednesday, November 20: Celebrity Chef Dinner
with Chef Anthony Rando.
Wednesday, November 27, 7:00 pm: Thanksgiving
Ecumenical Service at Our Lady of the Isle Catholic
Church. Everyone is invited and refreshments will be
served in the Parish Hall after the Service.
Sunday, December 15, 3:00 pm: Christmas Concert
with Community Chorus.

AS WE BELIEVE, SO WE DO.

Shelter Island
Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 612
Shelter Island, NY 11964
631-749-0805
www.sipchurch.org
Info.sipchurch@gmail.com
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