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Grace and peace to you all in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! I re-

cently came across a reading by the Pastor and Author, Max Lucado that got me to 

thinking about the power of choice—that no matter what the situation, we always 

have a choice in just about any given situation that life may present to us. It’s been 

said, “Life is 10% what happens to us and 90% how we respond.” When we are 

faced with daily happenings, whether they are good or not so good, we have a 

choice as to how we respond. Pastor Lucado’s words are a great challenge to us all 

as Followers of Jesus Christ. I hope you enjoy it, but even more so, meditate upon 

it, read it often, and may our choices honor others and glorify God. 

“It’s quiet. It’s early. My coffee is hot. The sky is still black. The world is still 

asleep. The day is coming.  In a few moments, the day will arrive. It will roar down 

the track with the rising of the sun. The stillness of the dawn will be exchanged for 

the noise of the day. The calm of solitude will be replaced by the pounding of the 

human race. The refuge of the early morning will be invaded by decisions to be 

made and deadlines to be met. For the next twelve hours, I will be exposed to the 

day’s demands.  It is now I must make a choice. Because of Calvary, I’m free to 

choose. And so…. I CHOOSE LOVE…No occasion justifies hatred; no injustice 

warrants bitterness. I choose love. Today I will love God and what God loves.  

I CHOOSE JOY…I will invite my God to be the God of circumstance. I will refuse 

the temptation to be cynical…the tool of the lazy thinker. I will refuse to see people 

as anything less than human beings, created by God. I will refuse to see any prob-

lem as anything less than an opportunity to see God. I CHOOSE PEACE…I will 

live forgiven. I will forgive so that I may live. I CHOOSE PATIENCE…I will over-

look the inconveniences of the world. Instead of cursing the one who takes my 

place, I’ll invite him to do so. Rather than complain that the wait is too long, I will 

thank God for a moment to pray. Instead of clenching my fist at new assignments, 

I will face them with joy and courage. I CHOOSE KINDNESS…I will be kind to 

the poor, for they are alone. I will be kind to the rich, for they are afraid. And kind 

to the unkind, for such is how God has treated me. I CHOOSE GOODNESS…I will 

go without a dollar before I take a dishonest one. I will be overlooked before I will 

boast. I will confess before I will accuse. I choose goodness. I CHOOSE FAITH-

FULNESS…Today I will keep my promises. My debtors will not regret their trust. 

My friends will not question my word. And my family will not question my love.  

I CHOOSE GENTLENESS…Nothing is won by force. I choose to be gentle. If I 

raise my voice, may it be only in praise. If I clench my fist, may it only be in pray-

er. If I make a demand, may it only be of myself. I CHOOSE SELF CONTROL…I 

refuse to let what will rot rule the eternal. I choose self-control. I will be drunk on-

ly by joy. I will be impassioned only by my faith. I will be influenced only by God. I 

will be taught only by Christ. I choose self-control.  Love, joy, peace, patience, kind-

ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. To these I commit my 

day. If I succeed, I will give thanks. If I fail, I will seek His grace. And then, when 

this day is done, I will place my head on my pillow and rest.”  

With this in mind, the question is:  who and/or what will you choose today? 

As Joshua 24:15 says, “...choose this day whom you will serve, but as for me and 

my house, we shall serve the Lord.”  

In Christ’s love,   The Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Adkison  



The Harley Davidson Roadster Motorcycle 
was raffled off on Sunday, May 29, 2022. 

 
Marilynn Pysher pulled the winning ticket— 

Walter Barrera! 
 

We raised $4,500. 
 

Thanks goes to Dan Binder 
and Jim Bowers and Alesandra Lanto. 

Lemonade Stand Summer 2022 by Marianne Baird 

Harley Davidson Motorcycle Raffle 
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Our successful Yard Sale is over and we are ready to move ahead to planning our next fundraiser - our fa-
mous Lemonade Stand. The date this year is set for August 20. Again we’ll be stationed in the church park-
ing lot next to M. Wein Realty, Inc. office across from the school grounds where the Shelter Island Cham-
ber of Commerce will be hosting their annual Arts & Crafts Fair.   
 
As always, we will be open from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm (or whenever we sell out). Early in the day we will be 
offering coffee and bagels for the folks setting up their wares at the school, followed by sale of cookie bags, 
lemonade and ice tea. 
 
Now that you know, we ask that you support this event in whatever way you can. We’ll need the following: 
Shoppers to buy supplies in the weeks before  
Signs put up around town the week of 8/15 
Bakers to make cookies to drop off 8/19 
Baggers to bag cookies on 8/19 
Set up of tents, tables & chairs on 8/19 
Coffee makers, bagel spreaders (early risers) on 8/20 
People to stock the stand early on 8/20 
People to sit and sell at the stand in shifts 
Break down of tents, tables & chairs on 8/20 
 
Yes, there is a lot to do (something for everyone). But, as the saying goes, “Many hands make light 
work”. There will be sign up sheets on the table in Fellowship Hall in the coming weeks.   
 
We expect this event will be as successful as the Yard Sale because . . .  

EVERYBODY LIKES COOKIES! 



Session has approved and welcomes the Imagination Island Program led by Amy Adkison. Imagination 
Island has been meeting in the Fellowship Hall Thursdays and Fridays. In September the program will be 
moved to Classroom “B” in the basement. The Shelter Island Early Childhood Learning Center will be us-
ing Classroom “A”. Since there has been an increase in COVID cases on Eastern Suffolk Country, Session 
has approved that masks be worn in worship. We continue to monitor the percentages weekly and as soon 
as the positivity rate goes down, Session will lift wearing masks. Thank you all. 
The final Sanctuary window was installed recently! The new windows certainly make the Sanctuary much 
brighter! Thank you Dan Binder for overseeing this major capital improvement project. There is still an 
opportunity to make a capital improvement donation to the Sanctuary Windows.   
Pastor Steve and I attended the April 30 Presbytery Meeting via Zoom. We look forward to attending in 
person at the June 25 meeting which will be held at the new Presbytery of Long Island offices in West 
Islip.   

The Better World Book Club had their latest discussion meeting on April 25. We had a lively discussion on 
the book, Regeneration: Ending the Climate Crisis in One Generation. Dorothy Reilly joined us from Sag 
Harbor and told us about a group she belongs to called CREW (Carbon Reduction for Earth Wellbeing) that 
meets regularly to keep member accountable in progressing on their individual action plans. We began a 
group punch list and encouraged attendees to continue doing so at home. Perhaps when COVID subsides 
again, we will have her back to help us form a Carbon Reduction group. 
We also chose our next book, The Book of Hope, by Jane Goodall and Douglas Abrams who put Archbish-
op TuTu and the Dalai Lama together and wrote one of our previous choices, The Book of Joy. I read The 
Book of Hope a while back and am now listening to it on my iPad. It's read by Goodall and Abrams so it is 
particularly delightful and meaningful to hear their conversation. Check it out. Colleen brought to our atten-
tion a Webinar interviewing Douglas Abrams regarding the book the next evening! It was fabulous. (Thank 
you, Colleen.) Our discussion on this book is scheduled for July 18 at 3:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. Please 
join us and bring a friend! 
Maureen's Haven gave a thank you dinner in Southampton on May 13 for their volunteers. Dana, Emily, 
and Colleen attended and reported that it was a delicious and delightful evening. 

Mission Team Report by Marilynn Pysher 

Highlights from Session by Ellen Gove 
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Thank you to those who purchased daffodils 

which decorated the Church altar for Easter! 

~Roswitha Wissemann & the Worship Team 



Our 27-member team has made 1,260 loans to people in 71 countries totaling $37,100 since 2015. This 

year so far, we have loaned $2,750 predominantly to female recipients. Last year was a record year with a 

total of $6,850 loaned. 

Dana Hallman generously provided one additional dinner for Maureen’s Haven clients last month. How 
does this menu grab you? KFC fried chicken, homemade potato salad, deviled eggs, tossed salad, cabbage 
ramen slaw, cupcakes, make-your-own sundae, sweet tea and lemonade. Does that make your mouth wa-
ter? Thanks, Dana.   
 
As we start our summer break, we thank all who have volunteered with our mission to help feed the home-
less population on the east end. While we have not been asked to provide assistance in any way during the 
summer months, Dana and I make regular calls to the home office in Riverhead to see if there are needs 
we can fill. Please continue to keep the Maureen’s Haven clients in your thoughts and prayers.   
 

KIVA Team Impact Report by John Kerr 

This spring the Shelter Island All-Faith Youth Group took a trip 

to All-Star Bowling Alley in Riverhead. 

The group plans to have their End-of-the-Year Pizza Party on June 15. 
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Our most recent loan was to Kayla and she says, “I am the owner and 
currently the sole operator of Biscotti Brewers. The idea for Biscotti 
Brewers came to me over 6 years ago when I met the person who 
would become my husband. He has Celiac disease, which is an auto-
immune disorder that makes people very sick if they eat wheat, barley, 
or rye. Everything I bake is gluten-free. I started Biscotti Brewers as a 
way to spread love to those closest to me, regardless of their dietary 
restrictions. Now I am sharing that love story with the wider commu-
nity of Rochester, NY. I can't wait to get this new oven for my own 
brick-and-mortar shop that opens later this year. Buying second-hand 
ovens isn't a possibility, since I need the ovens to be clean of contami-
nation from prior baking. This oven will help me keep my customers 
safe and happy. The smiles I get to see on people's faces when they get 
to enjoy something they haven't been able to have in years is amaz-
ing!” 

Don’t forget, when you shop at Amazon Smile a portion of your purchase price is donated to our church and 
we have received $647.31 as of March 2022. 

Maureen’s Haven Report by Marianne Baird 



 Glad “tidings” to our church family as we enjoy our long awaited summer season. A special prayer to all 
that we stay safe and healthy. There has been a rise in COVID cases for several weeks so we should not 
throw caution to the wind. As you probably realize, the Congregational Nominating Committee is tasked 
with identifying and encouraging members of our congregation to step forward and serve our church either 
as an Elder, a Deacon, or as a member of this CNC. So, I’d like you to keep these thoughts in mind. We 
are all called to do something at some point in our lives. Sometimes we hear that call and sometimes we 
are a little hard of hearing. 
 
I can’t help but relate a good portion of my church upbringing to songs and music. There is an old gospel 
song written by Maybelle Carter, called “In the Highways”. Anita Carter recorded it in 1964 but I didn’t 
hear it until the movie “O Brother, Where Art Thou” came out. There’s a scene when the little girls are 
singing the song at a Southern revival meeting. The innocence and simplicity caught me and stayed with 
me when they sang, “If He calls me, I will answer…I’ll be somewhere working for my Lord.” You might 
want to search YouTube for Anita Carter’s recording: 
 
https://youtube/rbbXmvaKF9M or 
Anita Carter - In The Highways (I'll Be Somewhere Working For My Lord) - (c.1964). - YouTube 
 
So, I ask you, if He calls you, please take it to heart and try your best to answer. We have until the end of 
the year to think about our answer. If you are giving this thought, please contact me, or anyone on the CNC 
(Cindy Griffin, John Miller, Lee Ann Bastible) with your questions. Meanwhile, I’ll be somewhere work-
ing. 

So many thanks are in order that I cannot begin to name 
them all! So whether you donated items, worked on Friday 
to set up, picked up donated items from those who were 
unable to deliver them, worked the floor on the day of the 
sale, acted as cashier at the door, baked or supplied snacks 
for those we were working, cleaned up, vacuumed and 
transformed the room back into our beloved Fellowship 
Hall where we have spent so many hours together. 
 
We thank you and are so appreciative that you are willing 
to pitch in, have some fun, perhaps get your hands a little 
dirty and your clothes a little grubby, all to help support the 
Shelter Island Presbyterian Church! 
 
Lastly, thank you to Dan Binder  for all you did to return 
the Hall back to normal. We couldn’t do it without you! 
You are truly, “Dan the Man”! I do think it truly “takes a 
village”...and one more thing, the grand total for the Yard 
Sale was $2,570! 

Congregational Nominating Committee by Heather Reylek 

Yard Sale 2022 by Laura Nelsen 
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Our Yard Sale was quite the success this year! Held on Saturday of Memorial Day weekend from 8 am 
to 12 pm, with the help of many hands we transformed the Fellowship Hall into a treasure hunt for all 
who came! 

https://youtube/rbbXmvaKF9M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rbbXmvaKF9M


I have just returned from a month away (May). I was in the Albuquerque, NM area visiting family and en-
joyed visiting two churches while there--Placitas Presbyterian Church and Epiphany Episcopal Church. I 
am happy that Jeffrey Wentz was able to substitute for me and from all reports he did a fabulous job!! 
Thanks to all of you who aided and abetted him. 
Looking forward to a blessed summer of Music and Worship.  
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Just a quick note to thank you all, choirs members for your affability and dedication, Katherine for manag-
ing the bulletin details and printing when my printer wouldn’t co-operate, Ellen and Reverend Steve for 
your support — and everyone for the lovely card. 
 
I look forward to working with you all again at some point in the future. Enjoy the holiday weekend! 
 
Cheers, Jeffrey Wentz 

A Note of Thanks... 

Music Ministry by Linda Betjeman 

Imagination Island Report by Amy Taylor Adkison 
What do you get when you combine the Sweet Island Dulcimers with Imagination Island children? 

Miniature maestros! Marianne Baird, Anne Danforth, Wendy Clark and Linda Kraus brought the Sweet Is-
land Dulcimers to Imagination Island and it was magical! Each child was given the opportunity to play to 
their heart’s content. One child, Luke, learned “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star: and put on a performance for 
us. Pure joy! 

Imagination Island, our children’s ministry program, is sparking creativity, smiles, and kindness. 
The idea for Imagination Island was born out of a love for children, and a desire to expose children to vari-
ous creative opportunities, allowing them to engage senses, reach into imagination, and learn about them-
selves. Each child is wonderfully unique and created in the Image of God, ensuring the gift of creativity. 
Children explore their likes, dislikes, curiosities, gifts, and talents, all while creating and engaging in orga-
nized play.  

Amy and Taylor would like to extend a special thank you to our church family for the prayers, do-
nations, smiles, and love you are sending our way! We will happily make use of any crafting supplies that 
you don’t need. For example, we are always looking for buttons, magazines, Legos, fabric, ribbon, old vi-
nyl records (7” or 12”), paper, and anything else you find curious. We will make a project for it! We love to 
use recycled materials.   
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Life in the projects 

Patsy’s family and mine were neighbors in a postwar housing development in Ohio. Today it would be 
called “affordable housing.” While I loved living in the projects, my mother did not feel the same way. She 
hated it. For her, getting out of the projects and finally buying a home for her growing family was her dream 
come true. 

But to me and Patsy, life in the projects filled with young families and small kids was idyllic. I was 10 
when my family moved, and so did hers and we lost each other.  

 
Fast forward a half-century plus 

With the help of the Internet we reconnected three years ago. She’s not Patsy anymore. She’s Patricia. She 
and her husband are Amish and she has four kids, 23 grandkids and I don’t know how many great-grands. 
I’m not sure she does, either! 

We have never met in person or even talked on the phone, but we have exchanged photos and hundreds of 
messages filling each other in about our lives over the decades. 

It’s certainly a different world than the one we grew up in. And while we sometimes talk about current 
events, most often we share stories about the summers we spent riding bikes and playing hopscotch. How 
we skipped rope and saved Popsicle sticks that we painted, then scraped on the sidewalk to sharpen in-
to “letter openers.” Then we’d go door to door, trying to sell them for a penny. We ran barefoot through the 
grass, stopping only long enough to brush a bee off the bottom of a foot and pull out stinger. We were al-
ways together all day, every day, from morning to street lights. 

 
As the world turns 

We roller skated and ran through neighbors sprinklers and, when there was nothing else to do, we twirled. 
Twirling was one of the things I’d forgotten all about until I found a picture of the two of us. My dress in 
that photo was made by my mother from her collection of Butterick patterns, and perfect for twirling. Patsy 
twirled, too. We’d hold our arms out, throw our heads back and spin round and round, in tight circles as fast 
as we could until we couldn’t keep our balance then we’d fall on the grass, and holding each other's hands, 
we’d stare up at the clouds that continued spinning long after we stopped.  

But that was back then. Way back then.  
I am so grateful Patsy and I found each other. We got to be young together. Now, through the miracle of 

technology, we’re growing old together, too. And virtually anyhow, still holding hands. 

“Memories & Friends”  by Joanne Sherman 
June is my favorite month. This could be a throw-
back to when I was little on that last day of school 
before summer vacation. How great it was to have 
that long string of lazy, hazy days ahead. I can 
still remember my feeling of elation and freedom 
as I skipped home from school after the last day in 
second grade, holding hands and singing along 
with my best friend Patsy: 

No more classes, no more books! 
No more teachers’ dirty looks! 
It’s bad, I know. But Patsy and I were only sev-

en. Our last-day-of–school ditty didn’t get better 
as we got older, either, just a lot more crude. I 
liked school, but I liked summer vacations a lot 
better. 

Probably the biggest shock of my life, next to 
labor pains, was when I joined the workforce and 
was informed that I had to work all summer.  



MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

 

June 4 – Friends of Music performance at 7:00 pm followed by reception in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
July 3 – Time change. Morning Worship at 9:00 am 
 
July 18 – Better World Book Club Meeting at 3:00 pm in Fellowship Hall 
 
August 20 - Lemonade Stand alongside the Shelter Island Chamber of Commerce Arts & Crafts Fair. 
 
September 3 - Friends of Music performance at 7:00 pm followed by reception in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
September 4 – Time Change. Morning Worship returns to 10:00 am 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision the Shelter Island Presbyterian 
Church as a spiritu- al heart of our small island 
com- munity—a congregation that keeps its doors 
open to all and offers service and support to 
friends, neighbors, and visitors from beyond our 
shores. 

We will encourage the spiritual growth of our 
Church's people in Jesus Christ through worship, 
service to others, stewardship, study, and fellow-
ship with one another. We will work to increase 
our spiritual engagement with youth, young fami-
lies, and our growing senior population. 

Inspired by God's Word, we look forward to our 
future with faith and confidence in God's pur-
pose for us. 

AS WE BELIEVE, SO WE DO. 


