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Physical Address: 
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Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 612 

Shelter Island, NY 11964 

Church Office: 631-749-0805 

Church Email: 

Info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

www.sipchurch.org 

Pastor Steve’s Cell 

Phone: 573-822-8695 

 
Pastor Steve’s Email: 

skypilot_mdiv@hotmail.

com

Hello to the Shelter Island Presbyterian Church community and grace 

and peace to you! As I write this article from my office in the church, it has 

now been a little over two weeks since my family arrived at Shelter Island and 

what a great and joyfully challenging time it has been! So far, Amy, Taylor, 

April, and I have been very busy unpacking numerous boxes and settling into 

our new home and new life. Let me also extend a heartfelt “thank you” to all 

of you for going “above and beyond” to help us in this time of transition. We 

appreciate and give thanks to God for you.   

Whether it has been at the Post Office or the IGA or the Havens 

Farmers’ Market or in our own little neck of the woods over on Thomas 

Avenue, we have met so many kind and hospitable people, and yet, I look 

forward to the opportunity to get to know each of you personally.    

With this said, I think of how God called Abraham and Sarah in 

Genesis 12 to leave their home in Haran and to go to a “new place of 

blessing.” This is a new day, a new season, for our ministry and for this 

congregation, and God is leading this church to its own “new place of 

blessing.” In addition to this, I also think of the words from Jeremiah 29:11, 

where the prophet says, “For I know the plans that I have for you…plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you but plans to give you a hope and a 

future.” Know that God has a good plan for you and for this congregation! 

Indeed, God is up to something, and it is gaining momentum! I came 

across a fortune cookie a while back and the message was intriguing and 

optimistic. The fortune was: “The project you have in mind will soon gain 

momentum.”  Now, while I don’t usually pay much heed to fortune cookie 

predictions, I do believe that it bears some prophetic truth and application to 

our congregation. SIPC is changing, there is motion and movement taking 

place, and excitement is being generated. As I am in prayer for you, I ask that 

you please be in daily prayer for me, our congregation, and our community as 

we have a “new beginning” and we joyfully and intentionally work toward 

discerning and fulfilling the plan that God has for us.   

Once again, my family and I are so honored and grateful to be here, 

and I personally look forward to serving God, this congregation, and this 

community with “energy, imagination, intelligence, and love.” You may reach 

me by cell phone (call and/or text) at (573) 822-8695 or by my personal email 

address (skypilot_mdiv@hotmail.com).   
May you be richly and abundantly blessed!  

  

In Christ’s love,  

Dr. Steve Adkison 

mailto:Info.sipchurch@gmail.com
http://www.sipchurch.org/
mailto:skypilot_mdiv@hotmail.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

                    

BUILDING & 
GROUNDS REPORT 

BY DAN BINDER 
Building & Grounds has been 

busy with not only regularly 

seasonal upkeep of our church 

building and manse, but also with 

three major projects that have 

been ongoing: 

 Sanctuary Windows Update:  

Through the donations of several 

members of our congregation and 

the guidance of Joy Bausman and 

Dan Binder, the windows for six 

large Sanctuary windows and 

nine small double hung windows 

were ordered this week. It will 

take several months for these 

windows to arrive as they are 

custom made. Session has formed 

a Window Treatment Committee 

to investigate what type of 

coverings would be best. 

Water Filtration Treatment 

System: The Town has 

completed the installation of this 

system which will keep the 

nitrates at a potable level. The 

Suffolk County Health 

Department has inspected the 

system, tested the water and has 

given their approval. The water in 

our fellowship hall is now usable 

for drinking and cooking!! This 

has been a very long process and 

we are thankful to the Town 

Engineers and Dan Binder for 

following this to the end. 

Manse: Pastor Steve and his 

family have moved into the 

manse. Thanks to those who 

helped ready the manse for the 

Adkison Family. We had to 

replace the dryer with a newer 

one which was donated. The 

Manse Garage was used to hold 

our “virtual yard sale” items. 

The virtual yard sale was a 

huge fundraising success for 

our church. If anyone has a 

garage or empty barn that 

could house furniture items 

that are donated to the church, 

please let Dan Binder know.   
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM SESSION BY ELLEN GOVE 
 

At our Annual Meeting, Sunday, February 19, the Clerk of Session’s Report for 

2020 was approved. This report will be forwarded to Presbytery of LI. The Clerk 

of Session Minutes for 2020 were also read and approved by Presbytery of LI. 

 

On Sunday, May 2nd Rev. Dr. Stephen Adkison led worship, followed by a 

Congregational Meeting where Pastor Steve and his wife, Amy were introduced. 

The congregation voted unanimously to hire Pastor Steve as our 30 hr. Installed 

Pastor beginning June 1, 2021.   

 

As COVID 19 cases are decreasing and NYS Guidelines are being lifted, we 

continue to monitor the recommendations put forth by Presbytery of LI and the 

Town of S.I. As of now, we have expanded our capacity, with 6-foot distancing 

and choir and singing with masks. Session is in the process of lifting further 

restrictions at our June 21 Session Meeting.   

 

The Town Nutrition program has resumed serving in-house with some restrictions 

and The Friends of Music has scheduled their first 2021-22 season concert in 

November! 

 

The Early Childhood Learning Center has requested to extend use of their 

program during July and August. This summer program is a 10-week daycare 

program to be held outside in the playground area. When there is inclement 

weather, they will be inside. 

 

Katherine Moore, Office Administrator, is in the process of digitizing many years 

of pertinent church records and minutes.   

 

On Sunday, May 30, we got to say thank you and good-bye to Pastor Bob Griffin. 

Pastor Bob led worship serving Holy Communion followed by a wonderful coffee 

hour hosted by Rosie Wisseman and her “chosen bakers.” We are very grateful to 

Pastor Bob for leading us for 2 1/2 years, especially during COVID. He gave us 

wise counsel and kept us afloat! Thank You Pastor Bob! 

 



 

             

MUSIC MINISTRY 

BY LINDA BETJEMAN 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU ALL from PASTOR BOB 

MAUREEN’S HAVEN 

BY DANA J. HALLMAN 

& MARIANNE BAIRD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       DEACON’S REPORT 

BY BRENDA BERGMAN 

 

Our Adult Choir is up and running again. Hoorah! We will continue to 

rehearse and offer weekly anthems throughout the summer, without our usual 

August break because we lost so much time during COVID. We welcome new 

members. 

Rehearsals take place on Thursdays 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm and Sunday 

mornings at 9:30 am through June. In July our Sunday Service will be at 9:00 am so 

the rehearsal will be at 8:30 am. The Sweet Island Dulcimers continue to meet twice 

a week, Sunday afternoons 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm at the church and Wednesday 

evenings at 6:00 pm on Crescent Beach near Perlman-Pridwin. We start with picnic 

food to share and play until sunset. Anyone is welcome to learn a new instrument 

and new old music (Mountain music, hymns, cowboy songs, rounds, traditional folk 

tunes, etc.) 

Just contact me at 914.263.3109 if you are interested. It's easy and fun and 

you do not need to be a "musician" to learn! We look forward to sharing worship 

with Pastor Steve and shaping our communal worship in new and wonderful ways! 

 

Our team provided two 

dinners and monthly 

lunches between 

November 2020 and May 

2021. The season usually 

ends in May, however 

they are continuing with 

this outreach with a 

possibility of year round 

assistance to the homeless 

here on the East End. 

Currently, lunches, 

showers, and an 

overnight stay are being 

offered once a week in 

our partnership with 

Southold Presbyterian. 

We are awaiting 

scheduled time to assist 

with lunches. Our thanks 

especially this year to 

Marilyn Pysher and 

Penny and John Kerr.     
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I have been graciously given a final opportunity to express my thanksgiving 

both for my time with you and for the way we parted on my final Sunday. I 

intend to take full advantage.  

As for my time with you it was both a challenge and a blessing. Not only for 

me but for you as well. This most likely might seem counterintuitive to say that 

living through a pandemic as we did could ever be described as a blessing, but 

it was. In many ways this time of crisis made a distinct break between what was 

and what will be. My time with you then was a true transition. The decks of 

what was and how things were done have been cleared in a way they might not 

have been in 'normal' times leaving you free to write the next chapters in your 

life as church together. This is the blessing I spoke of, and I am convinced that 

with the guidance of Pastor Steve you will do just that. 

The crisis of the pandemic not so much shaped your character, but revealed it, 

and that character will serve you well. You are stronger now than before and 

well positioned to move into a new chapter. 

I thank God for calling me to you at such a transitional time for I grew as well 

in ways I would not have without it. So surprisingly thanksgiving does seem to 

be the default position for all those that know that God is working through all 

things for our good.  

Thank you for your generosity and for our time together and for the way 
you said goodbye. It was a blessing. Now open yourself up for a brand-new 

day. 

The Deacons continue to 

be “the caring arm” of the 

church with visits, cards, 

and phone calls to reach 

out to the congregation 

members. Birthday, 

“thinking of you,” and 

sympathy cards have been 

sent when appropriate. 

With the resumption of 

regular church 

responsibilities, each 

deacon will be in charge -

on a monthly basis- for 

communion duties and 

coffee hours assistance. 

Two weeks ago, the list 

responsibilities were 

placed in the Sunday 

morning service program 

for the understanding of 

the congregation.  
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EVENT PLANNING BY LAURA NELSEN 
 

LOOKING BACK/LOOKING FORWARD: As we move forward, I can’t help looking back and feeling grateful that our church 

and our church family has weathered the storm of the COVID 19 Pandemic. We made it, and although it is not completely over, I 

feel ok saying that! 

 

Through the months homemade soup was sold after services, and in addition, for those attending a goodie bag was available 

containing homemade cookies and often a bit of chocolate as we exited the church. This mission of love was spearheaded by our 

Rosie Wissemann and her hardworking team. Thank you all, and YES, WE FELT THE LOVE! OH, AND SOUPY SUNDAYS 

BROUGHT IN APPROXIMATELY $2,000! 

 

As restrictions opened-up this spring we had a YARD SALE, and maybe it wasn’t the “extravaganza” we have pulled off in the 

past, nevertheless WE DID IT! It was held in the driveway of the Manse because it had become necessary to empty the garage of 

items that were stored their due to the arrival of Pastor Steve and his family. Dan Binder (who has been collecting nice, useable 

items) and Christine Gallagher have been selling these items through a “virtual yard sale” on Facebook Marketplace. They have 

brought in SEVERAL THOUSAND DOLLARS to the church coffers! Thank you very much Chris and Dan! For fear of leaving 

anyone out, I won’t name names of the people who setup, worked the sale, cleaned up, bought items or, in any way, shape or form 

PARTICIPATED! You know who you are, and we THANK YOU! This small, but mighty YARD SALE netted $2,100! 

 

WHATS NEXT? Not in the planning stages yet, but perhaps an ICE CREAM SOCIAL AND GAMES sometime this summer. We 

are planning to have the LEMONADE STAND in August. That’s the one that is in operation as the Shelter Island Chamber of 

Commerce’s Art Show and Craft Fair goes on. In addition to lemonade, the congregation contributes those delicious homemade 

cookies to be sold to all the hungry craft sale attendees! 

 

Lastly, but far from least, there will be CELEBRITY CHEF DINNERS as we head into the fall! It is looking as though all the 

restrictions we were under due to the pandemic and had come to view as the “new normal” will be over. Welcome back to the 

“OLD NORMAL!” 

 
MISSION REPORT BY MARILYNN PYSHER 

Because of COVID we have been unable to proceed with our Mission Team objective of building bridges rather 

than walls but as restrictions ease, we will be at it again and implore you to join us doing this exciting work. 

We have, however been able to continue our Better World Book Club and have met several times on Zoom. Our last 

book was How to Avoid a Climate Disaster by Bill Gates. Ten people joined in on a very lively discussion May 17. We 

shared great ideas for becoming more sustainable and ended by each making our own commitment to do something 

specific to reduce our negative impact on the earth.   

The next choice by the group is Apeirogon by Colum McCann, a novel about two fathers, one Israeli and one 

Palestinian, who each had daughters killed in the Middle East. They met and decided to turn their grief into actions that 

would promote peace. The Guardian has called this a "beautifully observed masterpiece that will change the world." 

While it is fiction, it is based on actual people and events so, because of its timeliness, we selected it despite our 

commitment to choose non-fiction books only. The discussion of this book will take place in-person on August 16 at 

3:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. Please join us whether you have read the book or not. 

Our selection after that is Slavery's Descendants: Shared Legacies of Race & Reconciliation Edited by Dionne 

Ford and Jill Strauss. We don't usually choose books that far ahead, but we had two suggestions at our May 17 meeting 

and the group decided to read Apeirogon first followed by this one. One of the editors, Jill Strauss, is a friend of member 

Barbara Barnes and has offered to join us to discuss the book! She also is willing to obtain the book for all who want it 

at the author's price of $12.50 (contact Marilynn Pysher for details). You'll definitely want to be a part of this read and 

discussion. Like all our books, it will expand your mind and heart, guaranteed. 

The KIVA Team, headed by John Kerr, has helped over a thousand people in over 70 countries since our church 

community has begun donating through KIVA and will celebrate after the June 27 coffee hour hosted by the KIVA 

Team. We encourage you to continue supporting this impactful effort or to begin doing so if you have not previously.  

John will assist you if you do not how to contribute using your computer. 
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CONGREGATIONAL NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
BY HEATHER REYLEK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

KIVA TEAM 

IMPACT REPORT 

BY JOHN KERR 

 

Since August 2015 when 
we started this effort of 
empowering people around 
the world, our 26 members 
have made 1,049 loans 
totaling $30,750. 

In 2019 we loaned $5,800; 
in 2020 another $5,800 and 
so far in 2021 we have 
loaned $3,270. A 
wonderful effort. 

Way to go SIPC! 

We have made loans in 71 
of the 77 countries where 
KIVA operates with the top 
four being: 

10.03% (105 loans) in 
the Philippines 

6.69% (70 loans) in Kenya 

 6.59% (69 loans) 
in Palestine 

5.16% (54 loans) 
in Ecuador 

The gender of our 
borrowers has been 
predominantly female 82% 
(857) and the male 
borrowers a paltry 18% 
(190). Please give the guys 
some love too. 

Our loans have been in the 
following sectors: 

Agriculture 252 loans 

Food 226 loans 

Retail 176 loans 

Education 101 loans  

Clothing 76 loans 

Services 68 loans 
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Happy Summer 2021 to our SIPC Family and wishing you all a safe and joyous season as 

we welcome Pastor Steve, Amy, and family to our beautiful island. It may seem early, but 

it is never too early to start thinking about ways you might help serve our church. Our 

next Congregational meeting is just a little over a half year from now. So, we are planting 

a little seed to think of as we move forward. To that end, the Congregational Nominating 

Committee extends an invitation to all active members to consider possible nominations 

for the following positions: 

Service as an Elder on Session, Class of 2024. This is a three-year term that can be 

repeated once. After serving two terms, the Elder must come off for at least one year. 

Session is our governing body. Elders share in governing and leading the church in a 

faithful direction along with other duties. Session meets monthly and the Elders have 

roles in committees. A good and effective elder serves the Church as a decision maker, a 

leader, and a peacemaker. 

Service as a Deacon, Class of 2024. This is a three-year term that can be repeated once. 

After serving two terms, the Deacon must come off for at least one year. It is their duty to 

minister to those who are in need, to the sick, to the friendless, and to any who may be in 

distress both within and beyond the community of faith.  

Also, for service on the Nominating Committee: At least two members should be 

Elders, at least one actively serving on Session. One member should be from the Board of 

Deacons and others from Members-at-Large for a One-year term of office. 

All offices are elected by the congregation. If you would like to propose a nomination, 

please contact Heather Reylek, Lee Anne Bastible, John Miller, or Cindi Griffin, our 

current Congregational Nominating Committee, by leaving a message at the church 

office, 631-749-0805. We look forward to seeing you at church. Bring a friend. 

CEMETERY REPORT BY JOY BAUSMAN 
 

The Shelter Island Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution encourages 

everyone to attend a self-guided tour of the Shelter Island Presbyterian Church South 

Colonial Burying Ground. 

 

Handouts will be provided showing where the Patriots and many of the European 

settler families are buried, as well as information noting the locations of their 

“respective island homes.” 

 

On July 4, Karen Kiaer, DAR Historian, and Joy Bowditch Bausman, Honorary 

Regent, will be there to answer questions during the hours of 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

 

Come and honor our Patriots and Islanders that endured being British captives during 

the Revolutionary War. 



“MOSAIC” SERMON FOR JUNE 13, 2021 BY ELLEN GOVE 
 
 Most of you know that I travel out west with friends to visit the National Parks each year. We tour various Native 

American Reservations and on one particular tour, I recall we came upon a neglected structure; however, when we entered the 

building, there was a beautiful mosaic that filled the wall. It told a story. The piece was an ornate scene of butterflies landing on 

brilliantly colored flowers, canoes on the river and images of people who were skinning animals and fishing. Mosaic art is created 

by broken pieces of pottery and glass that are carefully placed in cement to create a beautiful picture. The mosaic reminded me that 

God can use the broken pieces of our lives to create a beautiful story. When I give God my broken pieces, he molds me to become 

more like Christ. God can use our brokenness to give others hope. Together we can tell a beautiful story of God’s restorative 

love— 

 We, all experience storms in our lives. Sometimes it is the storm of pain and deep sadness. In the book of Luke, Jesus said 

to his disciples, "Let's go over to the other side of the lake." And I personalize this….First, in order to "go over to the other side," I 

had to be willing to get into the boat---I had to trust my God. For me, the boat was/is my recovery program (Al-Anon). At times, I 

felt I would be thrown overboard into the waves and drown. The second thing I had to learn was to stay in the boat---have faith, 

trust and be patient and allow my God to work with me. I did not have to go through the pain, loneliness, and sadness without Him. 

You see, God provided a place for me---a 12 step program and then a church with people who had compassion, patience, 

willingness to listen and not judge me. Lastly, God has given me a view of the "other side," where I have learned to forgive, to have 

hope and a belief that all things do work out for good. Today, peace and safety replace that angry sea.   

 I believe that a life of faith is often lived "back and forth"---one of doubt and belief. Sometimes my faith is so strong, I can 

climb the highest mountain. Sometimes my faith is nil and filled with doubt and insecurity that I go nowhere but down. Implicit 

here is the question of how we look to God to act and to enter our lives. For whatever reason, certainly foreign to most of us, God 

has chosen to enter the world today through others. We all have stores of miraculous interventions, lightning-bolt moments, but far 

more often the God of unconditional love comes to us in human form, just as He did over 2,000 years ago. 

 Maureen Dowd says, "We will suffer and die. But how we are with one another in that suffering and dying makes all the 

difference as to whether God's presence is felt or not and whether we are comforted or not. She goes on to say, "One true thing is 

this: Faith is lived in family and community, and God is experienced in family and community. We need one another to be God's 

presence." When my husband, Fred was diagnosed with cancer at age 57 and ultimately died at 61, I asked "Why?" and I 

experienced family and friends as unconditional love in the flesh. They couldn't explain why he died so young. Yet, the many ways 

that people reached out to me let me know that I was not alone. They really were the presence of God to me. They held me up, they 

consoled me as I went through the stages of grief. Suffering isolates us and loving presence brings us back, makes us belong. 

Today, I find it is easier to live in hopefulness and faithfulness and what helps me is to be in communication with God and give 

thanks.  

 Anne Lamott, a religious writer, wrote a book called Three Essential Prayers. She describes the three great prayers in a 

simple format, one that we can all relate to: Help! Thanks! and Wow!  For as she says: "I don't know much about God and prayer, 

but I have come to believe over the last 25 years, that there's something to be said about keeping prayer simple." The first prayer, 

"Help!" comes one day when we realize that this is really, all too much for me to handle: "I'm going slowly crazy." "I can't do this." 

Or “I can't stop doing this." For if we begin to practice the presence of God in our lives, it would help to begin by admitting the 

three most terrible truths of our existence--1. That we are ruined. 2. And so loved. 3. And in charge of so little. Of course, it wasn’t 

our fault that we ended up so ruined or felt so undeserving of love, and that if people knew our true selves better or if our minds 

had PA systems, they would run for their cute little lives. Can you imagine that you have a true self, way down deep inside, a self 

that will still be there even if your mind goes? Help, God. The second prayer is, "Thanks!" Anne says, "Gratitude begins in our 

hearts and then dovetails into behavior. It almost always makes you willing to be of service, which is where the joy resides. It 

means you're willing to stop being such a jerk. When you are aware of all that has been given to you in your lifetime and in the past 

few days. It is hard not to be humbled and pleased to give back. Thanks, God! The third great prayer is "Wow!" Wow is often 

offered with a gasp, a sharp intake of breath when we can't think of another thing to say. It means we are not dulled to wonder. It is 

when we are stunned by something--a place, a thing, a happening-beyond words. When all we can say in response is "Wow!" That's 

a prayer, "Wow, God!” 

 In Mark 4, Jesus rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it was completely 

calm.  He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid?  Do you still have no faith?” Sometimes this passage leads me to think of 

Jesus as just a weather controller. If we take this gospel literally it is a wonderful story about the power of God even over nature. 

But those are rare cases in how God reveals his power. However, if we see that once the disciples realized the importance of the 

presence of the One with them, the storm lost its importance and Jesus acquired a new meaning. I identify with that understanding.   

 So my dear friends, it is my hope and prayer that we can give GOD the broken pieces of ourselves and to trust that He will 

restore us and create something beautiful from our brokenness.   And that we will be filled with more hope and faith and a sense of 

belonging to God's community. May you always remember that "God, our good shepherd knows when we are weary and comes to 

carry us, as every good shepherd knows when his wee lamb's legs are tired." 
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PASTOR STEVE 

WILL BE APPEARING 

 IN A MUSICAL! 

DON’T MISS IT! 

 

The Shelter Island 
Historical Society is 
hosting a fundraising 
musical performance 
written by Lisa Shaw 
and Tom Hashagen titled 
“A Hill of Beans.” 

In 1949, a lima bean 
cooperative was formed 
by a group of local 
farmers and one very 
savvy New York 
barrister. “A Hill of 
Beans” tells the story of 
cooperation, innovation, 
and determination, with 
some love and drama 
mixed in. 

Performances will be 
Friday, July 23, 
Saturday, July 24, and 
Sunday, July 25 at 5:30 
pm. 

Performance is 
approximately 1.5 hours. 

Bring your own chair, 
blanket, bug spray, hat, 
and picnic to watch this 
amazing musical about 
Shelter Island history! 
Please, no pets. 

To purchase tickets, 
please visit: 

shelterislandhistorical.or
g/ahillofbeansmusical 

Or call the Historical 
Society office at 631-
749-0025. 
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A LOOONG AWAITED SUMMER BY JOANNE SHERMAN 
 

Every June I say, “This is the year I’m going to really enjoy summer!” Then 

you know what happens. Life. With all of its commitments, responsibilities, 

errands, chores, doctor’s appointments, yada, yada, yada. And then wham! 

Labor Day. 

Well, I’m saying it again, and after the 15 months of COVID restrictions 

we’ve just lived through (lucky for us, right?) I mean it this time and I’m 

starting with ice cream. 

I grew up in “the projects” in Cleveland, in a neighborhood swarming with 

the first crop of baby boomers. Our little ears were trained to hear two sounds: 

The air-raid siren that signaled “drop and tuck! drop and tuck!” and the bells of 

the ice cream man, which sent dozens of kids running home screaming, “Ma! 

Ma! I need a quarter!”   

As obedient as MY generation was during those Wonder Years, I’m sure that 

if we heard the air raid siren and the ice cream bells at the same moment, there 

would have been a lot more running and screaming than dropping and tucking. 

Summer and ice cream, so perfect together. 

It was over fudge ripple that I bonded with our grandchild on her first visit to 

Shelter Island. I asked her dad if she liked ice cream. 

“What? She’s four months old; she can’t have ice cream!” I was informed. 

Well, duh. Whatever was I thinking? 

So I took her with me to “get the mail” and we drove directly to The Tuck 

Shop where I introduced her to the reason summer was invented. Her eyes 

opened wide at her first cold, sweet taste, and she grunted for more. She loved 

it.  

I had to keep her away from her parents for about an hour after we got home 

because her burps smelled like fudge ripple. I couldn’t wait until she was old 

enough to hold her own cone. And while I waited, I watched other people's 

grandkids eating ice cream and made some observations. 

As a group, we adults who once pledged “I won’t grow up!” seem to prefer 

our ice cream in bowls. It’s neater that way and we don’t have to deal with 

those messy drips. And we put tiny spoonfuls into our mouths, then quickly blot 

our lips with paper napkins, even though there’s nothing on our tidy, grown-up 

faces. 

If you want to see what summer is all about, watch how kids eat their ice 

cream with such wild abandon. They really get into it with their mouths, their 

chins, even their elbows. Ice cream ends up in their hair and ears, their 

eyelashes. It drips on their clothes and down to their tiny sandaled toes. Little 

kids know how to enjoy ice cream. Most of us used to eat ice cream that way, 

too. But then we grew up. How sad is that? 

One of those hot days two weeks ago, I got two big scoops of fudge ripple on 

a cone, not in a bowl. The first thing I did was bite off the tip of the cone and 

sucked the ice cream out of the bottom. Soon it was dripping over the sides and 

the bottom, and down my wrist and instead of blotting it up with my napkin, I 

licked it off. I would have licked down to my elbow, but I can’t do that 

anymore.  

That fudge-rippled granddaughter is all grown up now, and my favorite photo 

of her is at her college-break job, dishing out ice cream at Kilwins. And she 

made sure her grandma got extra big scoops. 

Happy Summer everyone! 

 

 

http://www.shelterislandhistorical.org/ahillofbeansmusical
http://www.shelterislandhistorical.org/ahillofbeansmusical


“THAT’S HOW THE LIGHT GETS IN” 
SERMON FOR JUNE 13, 2021 BY HEATHER REYLEK 

 

Peace and grace to each and every one of you, whether you have joined us today in our sanctuary, or are a virtual presence. I 

am truly honored to join Ellen Gove today as we each present a small sermon. As you know, we are waiting for Pastor Steve to 

start preaching on June 20. This is an exciting time in our church family. When asked about giving a little sermon today, as we 

anticipate the 20th, I realized that it’s something I could consider, something I could do for my church family.  

Now mind you, this is new to me. Fortunately, I have had a little seed of an idea for a sermon theme. It came to me about a 

month ago when I was listening to musician Leonard Cohen’s album “Anthem” released shortly before his death in 2016 at age 82. 

You are probably familiar with his more famous song, “Hallelujah.” But, his song on “Anthem” contains the following lyrics: 

“There is a crack in everything, that’s how the light gets in.” 

It was just enough of a seed to slowly make me think of how this concept of imperfection and light are important to our 

Christian faith. Decades I’ve spent saying the confession each Sunday. We all have. We all seek forgiveness. We all have 

imperfections. But, where did this idea of imperfection letting the light in arise? 

I began to research and read. The following thoughts are not my original ideas. I will be paraphrasing from several sources. 

One of the first things I discovered was that Leonard Cohen himself was not original in this concept. For instance, the famous 

author Ernest Hemingway reportedly said the following: “We are all broken. That's how the light gets in.” Even that quote is open 

to question. Add to this, quotes by Ralph Waldo Emerson and others. 

A precursor appeared in an 1860 book titled Optimism: The Lesson of Ages by philosopher Benjamin Blood who echoed 

Emerson’s words and added the notion of light entering through the cracks: “There is a crack in everything that God has 

made;” but through that crevice enters the light of heaven. Everything is blessed, but everything is unfortunate as well.” 

Going back to Leonard Cohen, his song was a message of hope in darkness. It was written in a tumultuous global period. 

Cohen was asked many times about the song’s meaning. Some of his responses included: 

• Don’t abdicate your personal responsibilities. (By this we need to acknowledge our imperfections.) 

• There is no solution of perfection in many things, in marriage, work or love of God, family or country. The thing is 

imperfect. 

• There is a crack in everything you can put together, physical, mental or any construction. (Don’t we all have cracks? I 

know that I do. I’ve tried to repair those cracks, for instance, impatience, envy, failure to love enough.) 

But if those cracks weren’t there, would I have been able to allow the light to come in? 

Remember, the crack is: 

• Where the light gets in. 

• Where resurrection is. 

• Where repentance is. 

• Where the confrontation of the brokenness occurs. 

 

Scripture tells us: “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in 

the darkness, but will have the Light of life.’ ... Therefore, let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. For 

you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord.” Romans 13:12. In our brokenness, we seek Christ. 

As I explored the idea of “a crack in everything,” I discovered Kintsugi, a very important Japanese art form. In an article called 

“Kintsugi: The Art of Precious Scars” by Stefano Carnazzi, he explains that: 

By repairing broken ceramics it’s possible to give a new lease of life to pottery that becomes even more refined thanks to its 

“scars.” The Japanese art of kintsugi teaches that broken objects are not something to hide but to display with pride. 

When a bowl, teapot or precious vase falls and breaks into a thousand pieces, we throw them away angrily and regretfully. Yet 

there is an alternative, a Japanese practice that highlights and enhances the breaks thus adding value to the broken object. It’s 

called kintsugi, literally golden (“kin”) and repair (“tsugi”). 

This traditional Japanese art uses a precious metal – liquid gold, liquid silver or lacquer dusted with powdered gold – to bring 

together the pieces of a broken pottery item and at the same time enhance the breaks. The technique consists in joining fragments 

and giving them a new, more refined aspect. Every repaired piece is unique, because of the randomness with which ceramics 

shatters and the irregular patterns formed that are enhanced with the use of metals. 

The pottery is extraordinarily beautiful, but they are not perfect. Some artists deliberately make an imperfection to allow the 

light to come in. But our human existence already has many cracks and imperfections.  

In closing, perhaps the important thing is not to dwell on the cracks in our lives, but to seek the light that comes in, celebrate 

the light. We need to accept responsibility for our brokenness by acknowledging them and then put on the “armor of Light.” 
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PLACE 

 
HERE 

STAMP 

 
Shelter Island 

Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 612 

Shelter Island, NY 11964 

 
631-749-0805 

 
www.sipchurch.org 

 
Info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
We envision the Shelter Island 
Presbyterian Church as a spiritu- 
al heart of our small island com- 
munity—a congregation that 
keeps its doors open to all and 
offers service and support to 
friends, neighbors, and visitors 
from beyond our shores. 

We will encourage the spiritual 
growth of our Church's people in 
Jesus Christ through worship, 
service to others, stewardship, 
study, and fellowship with one 
another. We will work to increase 
our spiritual engagement with 
youth, young families, and our 
growing senior population. 

Inspired by God's Word, we look 
forward to our future with faith 
and confidence in God's purpose 
for us. 

 
AS WE BELIEVE, SO WE DO. 

Sunday, June 27: KIVA Team Celebration after Coffee Hour 

 

Sunday, July 4, 10:00 am-1:00 pm: Self-guided tour of Shelter Island 

Presbyterian Church South Colonial Burying Ground. Karen Kiaer & Joy 

Bausman will be on-site to answer questions. 

 

Fri. July 23, Sat. July 24, Sun. July 25, 5:30 pm: “A Hill of Beans” 

Musical, Fundraiser for the Shelter Island Historical Society. Purchase tickets 

on the Society’s website or call the Society office at 631-749-0025. 

 

Monday, August 16, 3:00 pm: Better World Book Club Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall, discussing Apeirogon by Colum McCann. 
 

Saturday, August 21: Fundraising Lemonade Stand during Shelter Island 

Chamber of Commerce Art Show & Craft Fair. 

 

Our Services can be viewed on our website at www.sipchurch.org. 

 

http://www.sipchurch.org/
mailto:Info.sipchurch@gmail.com
http://www.sipchurch.org/

