
July 2019 Newsletter 

THE TIDINGS 

From the Pastor’s Study 

Summertime, and the livin' is easy 
Fish are jumpin' and the cotton is high 
Oh, your daddy's rich and your ma is good-lookin' 
So hush, little baby, don't you cry 
 
So writes the Gershwin brothers, George and Ira, and sung to perfection by Ella Fitzger-
ald. 
 
As the song suggests when summer comes it seems everything is coming up roses. 
It’s a time to relax, slow down a bit, pack up your troubles in that old kit bag and smile, 
smile, smile. 
 
Now don’t worry all you who don’t buy it; and you know who you are. You can always 
pick up that bag filled to the brim with whatever problems you filled it with all year and 
retrieve it again, in the fall. Trust me, it’ll be right where you left it. It’s the one bag no 
one wants to steal. 
 
There are rhythms to the seasons of church life. We’ve been on a rollercoaster for quite 
some time as we’ve followed along with Jesus from birth to death, to resurrection and 
ascension, and at times it’s been one bumpy ride. “The livin’” as the Gershwin song pro-
claims, has not been easy. But it’s been worth every step to rediscover who we are and 
where we are headed as the Son, back home with his Father, prepares a place for us. 
  
As I write this article summer has finally arrived. It began Friday, June 21st and will end 
on Monday, September 23rd. That’s a good amount of time to slow down, relax a bit, 
and “smell the roses.” And we all deserve to do just that. In fact, God wants us to do just 
that. 
 
This of course does not mean that we get to relive the total freedom of youth we seemed 
to enjoy as a summer rite, as we left our homes after breakfast and headed out with no 
other agenda than to have “fun.” The days when all we were told was to come home be-
fore the street lights came on are long gone. Sometimes that era seems to have been no 
more than a dream. A very sweet one, never again to be duplicated. But I digress. 
 
This article has no agenda other than to encourage you to remember what it was like to 
see each summer day as an opportunity to just be, and be aware of all the good things 
God has, does, and promises he has in store, for each and every one of his children. 
Recapture if you can a bit of that carefree summer child still within you. 
 
Do something just for the fun of it. 
Do something just because you still can. 
Do something just, because. 
 
Just because it’s summertime, and the livin’ is easy, and the fish are jumpin’, and the 
cotton is high. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Bob 
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Our Annual Yard Sale took place on Saturday, May 25 from 8:00 
am to 12:00 pm. We were blessed with a beautiful day and a steady 
stream of generous shoppers. Donations of sale items were terrific 
this year and included two folding bicycles from the Dobsons and 
two kayaks from the Winships. 

Our volunteer crew set up, ran the sale, and cleaned up beautifully. 
We were sustained through the morning with a delicious coffee cake 
from Sharon Morgan. Dan Binder removed the few leftover items 
for us at the end of the sale. Many willing hands made the event so 
pleasant. To alleviate the harder physical work, we hired Adam 
Walz this year. Adam came with his pickup truck and was a big hit, 
helping everyone with his physical strength and a big smile! Holly 
Cronin and I shared the responsibility of chairing the sale this year. 

We thank everyone who was involved for their help in creating a 
successful sale with a final profit of $3,957.00!  Looking forward to 
next year’s event so start saving things now! 

 

BUILDING 
& GROUNDS 

REPORT 
 

Church Elder Dan Binder 
has been working closely 
with the Town and the 
Church’s Attorney,     
Patricia Quigley,         
regarding remediation of 
high nitrate levels in the 
Church’s water. 

Town Engineer John 
Cronin, PE conveyed to 
us that he submitted a 
proposed treatment     
system to the Suffolk 
County Department of 
Health Services that 
should be completed by 
October 1, 2019.  

  2 

ANNUAL YARD SALE    BY KARIN BENNETT 

We are so fortunate each year to have the gift of wonderful choral music presented by the Juniata College 
Choir. They make Shelter Island their last stop on their Spring Tour. Each year we hear an astounding vari-
ety of world music, spirituals, and sacred choral masterworks. It is so inspiring to see the total involvement 
of these young people in making beautiful music happen. Keep this event on your calendar--it is always the 
middle of March. 
 
Our Sunday morning Choir will continue to present Anthems, Introits, and Benediction Responses weekly 
through the month of July. In August we depend on volunteer soloists and ensembles. If you would like to 
offer special music any Sunday in August please see me! 
 

In May I visited my eldest son, Thomas, and wife, Christal, in  Albuquerque, New Mexico. I was also able 
to visit a friend from New York City who is also the Minister of Music in a small Presbyterian Church on 
the outskirts of Albuquerque. Their congregation is slightly larger than ours but primarily retired people. I 
was very impressed with their attitude. They said, "Yes, we are small in numbers but instead of wringing 
our hands about all the things we aren't, (more members, young families, lots of children, etc.) we celebrate 
who we are now and what we can do.” They run an after-school program five days a week that includes 
Christian Education; they serve meals to the homeless at least once a week; they have a committee that 
meets with the State Legislature and lobbies for better laws regarding voter registration, immigration plan-
ning, water rights, etc.; people are active Welcomers during the Sunday services and provide hospitality 
afterwards; they have Adult Mentors for teens and children participating in the after-school program and 
numerous other Mission and Outreach committees. I came away inspired by their commitment and activi-
ties and think the Shelter Island Presbyterian Church shares many of their goals. 

MUSIC MINISTRY BY LINDA BETJEMAN 



MISSION COMMITTEE    BY LYNN FRANKLIN 
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The Shelter Island Presbyterian Church celebrated Confirmation on Sun-

day, June 9. Officiated by Reverend Robert Griffin, the congregation and 

families welcomed the following as they crossed over to being active 

members in the Church: Harrison Alan Weslek, Lauren Marie Gibbs, Elsie 

Mae Brigham, and Alfred Lawson Brigham, Jr.  

According to Ron Byars, Embraced and Embracing: Exploring the Founda-

tions of Confirmation: If there should be only one word to encompass the 

whole (of Confirmation), it might be "embrace." Yes, they were embraced, 

welcomed into the church at baptism; but as life progresses God continues 

to welcome us into new stages of faith and accountability for it, and we 

have the opportunity over and over to embrace the covenant in which God 

embraces us. 

CONFIRMATION      BY HEATHER REYLEK 

Our Mission team distributed approximately 100 pair of bike lights at the 
North Ferry, Maria's Kitchen restaurant and the Eagle Deli. We have ap-
proximately 30-40 pair left that we plan to distribute these in the fall. The 
bike lights have been very well received and appreciated. Colleen Smith 
personally handed out many of them, and that made a real difference. 

Our Better World Book Club is thriving. Our last meeting was on Monday, 
June 24 with a discussion of Barbara Brown Taylor's Holy Envy: Finding 
God in the Faith of Others. 

We are also busy organizing our new workshop presented by East End 
Hospice that will take place on Saturday, July 13 from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. 
They will present everything we need to know about what hospice is and 
isn’t, what it offers and when it should be considered. It is for our Island-
wide community and is gratis with a simple request for donations. Please 
call Karen in the office at 631-749-0805 to register your attendance so we 
have an approximate head count.  Walk ins are welcome as well. Light re-
freshments will be served. Thank you to Marilynn Pysher who created the 
beautiful flyer for this event that has been posted around town. Laurie Fan-
elli is also advising local health aide providers about the event so that they 
can alert their clients. This event will also be advertised on our Public Ra-
dio station. Please, everyone spread the word and plan to attend. 

 

 

 

Many thanks to   

Karen Tudor 

for updating 

our  Church 

Directory. 

 

 

~*~ 

 

 

Please look for 

the latest     

edition in the 

Fellowship 

Hall soon! 



UNITED 
PRESBYTERIAN 

WOMEN 
 

BY 

MARILYNN PYSHER 

 

The United Presbyterian Women (UPW) group met 
Tuesday, February 19 in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Unfortunately, many members were out of town or had 
other 
engagements. 
 
UPW is a fundraising arm of the Church made up of 
women who have worked very hard for many years. 
 
The group will not meet again until April 16 at which time 
they will take a fresh look at their mission and vis-a-vis all 
their activities. 
 
Marilynn Pysher will be distributing the meeting minutes to 
improve communication among the group and other 
Church 
members. 
 
Stay tuned. 

 

From the back corner of the large Shelter Island Presbyterian 
Church parking lot you can see a red brick wall enclosing a gazebo 
and cherry tree. It is called the Memorial Garden. It was built and 
dedicated in 2002 and is for the purpose of receiving cremation re-
mains. 

So far it has received the remains of 21 members or friends of the 
Church. There are also 16 plots reserved and paid for to be used in 
the future. The Memorial Garden was created without the use of any 
Church funds. It was built through the generosity of a few anony-
mous donors as a gift to our present and future Church family. 

The cost of utilizing the Memorial Garden is presently a modest 
$800.00 which includes the plot, the burial, a bluestone marker and 
perpetual maintenance of the Garden. The only other cost is $175.00 
for a bronze marker. Since 2002 when the Garden was built, Session 
has authorized Peter Berger to moderate these fees and address the 
family needs. The Memorial Garden is not-for-profit, and is de-
signed to offer peace of mind to our members. All monies received 
are invested in an account in The Vanguard Group, an S&P 500 ac-
count. 

We believe we are providing a much-needed service to our Church 
family. It is an important mission of the Church to offer its people a 
place of eternal rest. There is plenty of room and we hope plenty of 
time to reserve a plot. On the other hand, if someone is sure that this 
is where they want to be remembered, it may offer comfort and    
assurance to make arrangements now.   

For any further information you are invited to call Peter Berger at 
631-749-0985. 

MEMORIAL GARDEN 
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UNITED 

PRESBYTERIAN 

WOMEN 
 

UPW had their monthly 

meeting on May 21 at 10:00 

am in Fellowship Hall. For 

many years, our organiza-

tion has been sending annu-

al donations to the Vellore 

Christian Medical College 

in India because Ida Scud-

der of the Shelter Island 

Scudder family was a 

founding member. This year 

they are celebrating 100 

years in operation. The 

Medical College’s Execu-

tive Director would like to 

come visit our Church. This 

is a great opportunity and 

we are currently planning to 

have him come in the fall. 

Stay tuned for more infor-

mation. 

We know there are many 

women in our Church who 

would like to attend our 

monthly meetings but are 

unable to as they are em-

ployed. These women still 

do a lot to help out when 

they can and this is much 

appreciated. We are consid-

ering having an evening 

meeting occasionally if 

there is enough interest. If 

you would like such a meet-

ing let Jackie Tuttle, Sharon 

Morgan, or Dana Hallman 

know and we will see about 

setting one up. Our next 

meeting is June 18 at 10 am 

in Fellowship Hall. Please 

join us if you can. 



TREASURER’S REPORT    BY PETER VIELBIG  
 
With almost half the fiscal year behind us, it is good to report that we are operating a bit ahead 

of our budget, and if the trend continues, we should meet our 2019 budget goals. This is good 

news and is basically due to you, our steadfast and generous pledging members of our congre-

gation: those who attend our Church and provide support, and those who contribute their time 

and talents which helps us save on expenses and thereby reduce our costs. 

Thank you all for supporting our Solar Energy Project. It is certainly paying off. Our PSE&G 

bills for the Manse and the Church, combined, are now $25.00 per month. Last  year at this 

time, our bills were over $550.00 per month. We are paying off our $352.00 per month loan to 

the Presbyterian Church USA, and now have a monthly savings of $200.00! 

Renting the Manse has also had a positive effect on our bottom line. Thank you to those who 

worked so hard to get the Manse up to snuff so we could rent it. 

Our payroll is now on direct deposit so our staff can count on their paycheck being in their ac-

count on payday. 

We just paid our annual per member assessment to the L.I. Presbytery. If you haven’t contribut-

ed your per capita dues of $40.00  per member, please try to do so. We had to make up the dif-

ference between what we owed and what we have collected by tapping into our operating funds. 

We received our Conlin Estate Grant this month and this money is used to help youth organiza-

tions around the Island, including the Ecumenical Youth Group, The Honor Society for their 

Habitat For Humanity work and Scholarships for the pre-school, among other worthwhile youth 

work.  

We will also be dedicating a plaque to Janina and Webster Schott this summer, recognizing and 

thanking them for their generosity. 

If any member wants to get an updated report of their pledging /donation activity, please call the 

Church office and leave your request with Karen. I will send this confidential report directly to 

you. 

Thank you all again for your generosity and care of our church. 

Pastor Bob and I attended the June Presbytery of Long Island meeting. Always good to gather 
with folks in our Presbytery. There were two informative workshops. This first was 
“Presbytery of LI Protecting OUR Environment.” There was a good discussion on using recy-
clable/glass communion cups, as well as discontinuing the use of Styrofoam cups for Coffee 
Hour/ meetings. Taking this into consideration, I personally purchased Bamboo plates, cups 
and utensils for our next Coffee Hour. I hope these work well and perhaps others would like to 
donate towards our next order. 

The second workshop, “Citizen Campaign for the Environment” focused on protecting Long 
Island drinking water. I picked up a packet of information and will leave it in the Fellowship 
Hall to share. 

Rev. Adam Fischer referred to Micah 6:8 and Matthew 25:31-46 during his message entitled 
“Justice, Faithful Love, and Humility” which focused on issues our country is currently facing, 
namely environmental issues, climate change, and social justice. 

Our next meeting is slated for October.  If anyone is interested in attending with Pastor Bob 
and me, let us know.  
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NOTES FROM PRESBYTERY OF LI MEETING         BY ELLEN GOVE  



MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We envision the Shelter Island 
Presbyterian Church as a spiritu-
al heart of our small island com-
munity—a congregation that 
keeps its doors open to all and 
offers service and support to 
friends, neighbors, and visitors 
from beyond our shores. 

We will encourage the spiritual 
growth of our Church's people in 
Jesus Christ through worship, 
service to others, stewardship, 
study, and fellowship with one 
another. We will work to increase 
our spiritual engagement with 
youth, young families, and our 
growing senior population. 

Inspired by God's Word, we look 
forward to our future with faith 
and confidence in God's purpose 
for us.  

 

AS WE BELIEVE, SO WE DO. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

Thursday, July 4, 10:00 am—12:00 pm: 
Self-Guided Tour of Revolutionary War 
Patriots’ Gravestones 
 
Sunday, July 7: Sunday Service begins at 9:00 am 
 
Saturday, July 13, 9:00 am—12:00 pm: 
Hospice Workshop presented by East End Hospice 
 
Saturday, August 24: Lemonade Stand (Please look for 
sign-up sheets for Bakers/Volunteers to work the Stand) 
 
*Ice Cream Social date will be set for a date in July soon. 
Please check our Bulletin, website, or Facebook page. 
 
*Please check the Fellowship Hall for sign-up sheets to 
host the Coffee Hour during July and August. 
  

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 
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