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 From the Pastor’s Study: “God’s On the Move” Mark 1:1-3 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Physical Address: 
32 North Ferry Road 
Shelter Island, NY 
11964 

 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 612 
Shelter Island, NY 11964 
 
Church Office: 
631-749-0805 
 
Church Email: 

Info.sipchurch@ 

gmail.com 

 

Church Website: 

www.sipchurch.org 
 
Pastor Steve’s Cell 
Phone: 573-822-8695 

 
Pastor Steve’s Email: 
skypilot_mdiv@ 
hotmail.com

What are you preparing for these days? Right at this moment 
maybe you are preparing to bring a child into the world, or going off to 
college, or getting married? Maybe you are preparing to enter into the 
workforce, go on vacation with your family, or enter into retirement 
and finally begin living those “golden years”? Given this time of year, 
I’m sure we’ve all been preparing for the coming of Christmas Day. 
There is the decorating, the shopping, the cooking, the travelling, and 
so forth that needs to be done before Christmas arrives. 	

With that in mind, we are now into the Advent season, and 
among other things, it is this season that is a time of preparation. But 
are we preparing in the right way? In Mark’s Gospel, he quotes the 
prophet Isaiah saying, “…‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight 
paths for him. Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill 
made low.  The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways 
smooth…’” What does this text suggest for us about God?  Well, it 
strongly suggests that God is in motion—that God is active—that God 
is on the move in our world and in our lives.  Essentially, we are to 
“prepare” ourselves for the movement and the activity of God in our 
lives.  You see, God desires to make a lasting, meaningful impact in 
our lives, in the lives of others, and in the life of our church, but there 
has to be some preparations on our part.  	

Now, how do we prepare for a God who is in motion and 
moving toward us? Before we answer this question, it would be prudent 
to review the historical and biblical significance of the preparations that 
took place before a King travelled to another land. In Mark’s and even 
in Isaiah’s day, before a King took a trip to another land, it is told that 
messengers would go ahead of him and tell those he was planning to 
visit to prepare the roads for him, to make sure the crooked paths were 
made straight and all roadblocks, hazards, or other obstacles were 
cleared away. 	

However, Jesus is the kind of King that requires another kind 
of preparation for his arrival, but what kind? I mean, we’re all 
scurrying about, preparing for Christmas Day. We’re busy shopping, 
decorating, sending out Christmas cards, and doing this and that, but 
even though all of these things are good, they are really more external 
ways of preparing for the coming of Christmas as a holiday. We miss 
the true meaning and significance of Christmas if our preparations stop 
with the external.        (continued inside) 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

BUILDING & 
GROUNDS REPORT 

BY DAN BINDER 
 
Building & Grounds can finally 
check off a major project—Joe 
McKay and his crew finished 
the installation of 12 Sanctuary 
windows in November. We are 
now in the process of getting a 
quote for painting the trim and 
cleaning the existing shutters. 
   
Other projects included: 

• J.W. Piccozzi Inc. was called 
to repair the burner that 
supplies the hot water in the 
Fellowship Hall. Nutrition 
Program had to be cancelled 
for a day. 

• Because of the many 
potholes and cracks in the 
west parking lot, the Town 
of Shelter Island was able to 
pave the lot. They do lease 
this parking lot from us and 
we are thankful for our 
cooperative working 
relationship. 

• Furnaces have been serviced 
in both the Church building 
and Manse. 

• We are looking into taking 
care of the growing mold on 
the rear of our building. 
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From the Pastor’s Study continued 
However, Jesus is the kind of King that requires another kind of 

preparation for his arrival, but what kind? I mean, we’re all scurrying about, 
preparing for Christmas Day. We’re busy shopping, decorating, sending out 
Christmas cards, and doing this and that, but even though all of these things are 
good, they are really more external ways of preparing for the coming of Christmas 
as a holiday. We miss the true meaning and significance of Christmas if our 
preparations stop with the external. It seems that God is more interested in what’s 
going on with us internally in our souls. When Mark says, “Prepare the way for 
the Lord,” he’s not really referring to getting ready for Christmas the holiday, and 
he’s not suggesting of course that we prepare by doing maintenance on our roads 
and highways.  No, what he is suggesting is a “landscaping” of our hearts, minds, 
and souls. We are to prepare by doing some internal maintenance—to have a clear 
and open path straight to our hearts.  

Are there some things that are blocking the coming of Christ into your 
heart? Are there roadblocks, obstacles, and hazards along the road to your heart 
that hinder Jesus as the King and Kings and Lord of Lords from coming into your 
life in a new way or a renewed way? Maybe within us there is the roadblock of 
anger, the obstacle of bitterness, or the hazard of unforgiveness? What is it that 
might be blocking the Christ-child from entering into our hearts in a more real and 
authentic way this Christmas? Whatever it is, we get prepared for the coming of 
Christ by removing these obstacles now. Do some internal maintenance and 
remove those things that separate us from God and allow His Son to freely enter 
in.  You see, Jesus was born in a manger some 2000 years ago but today He is 
born again in our hearts only when we clear the way and allow him to enter in.   	

Let me close with this scenario. Let’s say you get home from church 
today and there is a message on your answering machine from Jesus Christ 
himself, and He says that He will be coming to your home in one hour. So, within 
that hour, how will you prepare? Maybe you’d do a quick load of dirty laundry, or 
wash those few dishes in the sink, or make sure you get the Bible off the shelf and 
put it on your coffee table in plain view? Or maybe, you’d let the dishes remain in 
the sink, the laundry remains in the hamper, and the Bible stay on the 
shelf? Instead, you’d prepare the road to your heart. You’d get on your knees and 
start worshiping God in spirit and in truth. You’d start praying—crying out for 
forgiveness and giving thanks to God. My friends, God is on the move this Advent 
season, and He’s headed straight toward your heart. As Mark said then and he 
says now, “Prepare the way for the Lord…” Are you prepared?	

 	
In Christ’s love, 						Pastor Steve Adkison 	
 

STEWARDSHIP BY LAURA NELSEN 
Stewardship season was kicked off on October 31. Pastor Steve talked 

about how we can participate in being good stewards of our church. Marilyn 
Pysher reminded us of all that would be missing in our lives if this Church didn’t 
exist anymore. On another Sunday Lynn Thompson let us know how much she 
loved our Church and just how important it is in her life. I spoke about this 
congregation being a “Church family” and the unique roles families fulfill in our 
lives. Heather Reylek created a chart so we could see our pledge goal. Thanks 
Heather! 

On November 21, Session arranged a lovely luncheon for the 
congregation to enjoy. Joy Bausman spoke and gave us some insight about the 
long history of this Church on the Island. The event was quite enjoyable, and in 
what seems to have become a tradition APPLE HORNS were once again on the 
menu! 

Thank you to the set up and clean up volunteers, this wouldn’t happen 
without your help! Thank you everyone for participating in the life of SIPC and 
for everything you do to make it the special place we all love! 
 



             

MAUREEN’S HAVEN BY MARIANNE BAIRD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
EVENTS PLANNING BY LAURA NELSEN

MUSIC MINISTRY 
BY LINDA BETJEMAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        DEACON’S REPORT 
BY BRENDA BERGMAN 

	

Music has returned live to 
SIPC! SI Friends of Music 
hosted a wonderful 
concert recently, Linda 
Bonaccorso gave an 
inspiring vocal recital on 
live streaming (which 
may still be available on 
YouTube if you missed 
it), and Basically Baroque 
Chamber Ensemble 
performed on Nov. 21. 
Our Adult Choir 
participates every Sunday 
in Worship Services and 
we are looking forward to 
the Annual Community 
Chorus Christmas Concert 
on Sunday, December 19 
at 3pm. That concert will 
feature the Chorus, Flute, 
Trumpet, Sweet Island 
Dulcimers, Vocal 
Soloists, and a Sing-a-
Long. We do require that 
the audience be masked. 
Hope to see you all there.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

 
 
Marianne Baird has been the catalyst for motivating our soup makers this fall. 
Everyone looks forward to our “Soupy Sundays” season. Listen for the 
announcement during Sunday service as to the soup selection of the day. We 
supply the containers and you supply the soup! Please consider making a pot of 
soup and joining in! 
 
We are hoping to start The Celebrity Chef dinners in January. We’ll keep you 
posted as details become available. 
 
Dan Binder is spearheading a Christmas Cookie fundraising event for 
December. Please call Dan at 631-872-2885 if you are interested in 
making/donating cookies and if you would like to order a ~1lb box of cookies 
for a $25 donation. Orders must be in to Dan by Wednesday, December 15 and 
Cookie Boxes will be available for pick up on Saturday, December 18 between 
12pm and 1pm. Call Dan if other arrangements are needed. 

 

The Deacons continue to 
serve the Church and 
community with cards 
and flowers and other 
remembrances for those 
at home, sick, and 
otherwise in need of 
encouragement. Their 
services have been used 
this season after funerals 
for the reception service 
and clean up. The 
Deacons met on 
December 5 after Church 
to plan their ministry for 
Christmas and will be 
sharing a potluck meal 
with the Elders on 
December 13.  
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SIPC started our sixth year helping Maureen’s Haven support and care for the 
East End’s homeless population. Our involvement is in providing a hot meal 
twice during the winter months and bag lunches from November 1 to April 30. 
 
Maureen’s Haven is busy all year providing counseling, food, clothing, and 
referrals to health care providers as well as temporary housing. The organization 
ministers to approximately 300 people, roughly 60% men and 40% women, 
about 40-45% over age 55. Many of the clients are undocumented individuals 
who are not eligible for food stamps or EBT cards or any type of emergency 
housing. Maureen’s Haven is a critical component for them.   
 
Marilyn Pysher along with Penny and John Kerr have volunteered to make the 
lunches on the first Friday of each month to be driven over to St. Peter’s in 
Greenport. On November 17th, Dana Hallman prepared a delicious hot meal of 
meatloaf, mixed vegetables, mashed potatoes, salad and brownies for dessert and 
drove it over to Southold Presbyterian Church. Marianne Baird will prepare the 
next hot meal on January 19th.   
 
If anyone would like to join us in this mission, please call: Dana @ 631-377-
2930 or Marianne @ 516-492-5763. Reminder: We are collecting coats for 
Maureen’s Haven folks. So, if Santa brings you a new coat or jacket for 
Christmas, please consider giving us your old ones so others may be warm this 
winter. Thank you.   

 

Pastor Steve was formally inducted as 
the Pastor of Shelter Island 
Presbyterian Church in October. After 
the induction service in the Sanctuary 
this special event was celebrated in the 
Fellowship Hall with delicious 
refreshments. Thank you Rosewitha 
Wissemann and the Events Committee 
for putting this together! 



MISSION TEAM REPORT BY MARILYN PYSHER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL-FAITH YOUTH GROUP BY BRYAN KNIPFING 
 
 The Shelter Island All Faith Youth Group led by Bryan Knipfing and others 
holds its regular meetings here in our Fellowship Hall. They have been very busy this 
fall. There were several service projects including a fall cleanup at Camp Quinipet and 
the homes of two SI residents, and a Thanksgiving food box distribution in partnership 
with the SI Food Pantry. The Thanksgiving food boxes were “Everything But The 
Turkey” and were handed out in the Church parking lot. Their final project this year is 
a planned gift donation and wrapping party to be done in our Fellowship Hall to help 
others in their Christmas celebrations.  
 The community is so blessed that the All Faith Youth Group continues to 
serve and that the Presbyterian Church is able to offer their property in partnership 
with this ministry.  
 

 For the time being, the Mission Team is primarily focused on leading the Better 
World Book Club, which is thriving, and expanding hearts and minds. Our last book was 
Slavery's Descendants. This consisted of interviews with descendants of slaves and 
slavers who are all members of Coming To The Table (CTTT), an organization 
committed to taking America beyond the legacy of enslavement and transforming our 
world.  Jill Strauss was one of the interviewers/editors and joined us for the discussion of 
17 people, 7 of which were new to the group. All were so passionate about the subject that 
Amy Taylor Adkison and Sara Gordon are meeting to explore starting a CTTT group on 
the East End with our group and Sylvester Manor co-sponsoring it!  
 Each member of the group submitted a book suggestion and then we voted to 
select our next title. The book that was chosen is Remember, My Child by Itka 
Zygmuntowicz, the mother of one of our members. This remarkable memoir tells the 
story of Itka's childhood in pre-war Poland and the values of "menschlichkeit" 
(humaneness), which shaped her and helped her to endure the unspeakable horrors of 
Auschwitz and then to rebuild her life in Sweden and the United States. A wife, mother, 
poet and speaker, she became a powerful witness to the inhumanity of man to man and 
inspired so many with her courageous and compassionate message.   
Our group is next meeting Monday, January 17, 2022 at 3 pm in Fellowship Hall. This 
will undoubtedly be another poignant and intense discussion. You really should join us 
and bring a friend...or two. 
 

 
KIVA TEAM 

IMPACT REPORT 
BY JOHN KERR 

We loan because we are 
called to be the Body of 
Christ in the world. With 
Kiva we lend as little as 
$25 and make a big 
change in someone's life. 
Our 26-member team 
has made 1,129 loans for 
a total of $33,625. We 
have loaned to 920 
women and to 209 men 
in 71 countries of the 77 
countries Kiva operates. 
This year, we have made 
$6,150; surpassing our 
old annual record of 
$5,800 in loans and this 
past month 28 new loans 
were made. Overall, we 
have made 272 loans in 
the agriculture sector 
and 247 loans in the food 
sales sector. In the retail 
sector we have made 189 
loans along with 106 
loans in the education 
sector. The top countries 
we have made loans in 
are, the Philippines 
9.49%, Kenya, 6.65%, 
Palestine 6.38%, and 
Nicaragua at 5.23%. Way 
to go SIPC Kiva Team! 

If you are an online 
shopper, please 
remember to use 
Amazon Smile and 
Shelter Island 
Presbyterian Church as 
your designated charity. 
As of August 2021, the 
Church has received 
$591.33 from Amazon 
Smile donations. 
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CONGREGATIONAL NOMINATING COMMITTEE BY HEATHER REYLEK 
 
 
 
       
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SESSION COMMITTEE REPORT BY ELLEN GOVE, CLERK OF SESSION

 How quickly the seasons pass. Now that Thanksgiving brought us together at home, at Church, and in the 
community, I’ve had some time to think of Pastor Steve’s sermon about “Thanks-living”. It makes sense. We have much to 
be grateful of. We receive many blessings. We give thanks and live this gratitude with an attitude every day. It reminds me 
of the wonderful church officers that we are blessed with who guide and take care of our church. I wish I had a 
photomontage of these people doing what they do all the time, but you might just catch them in real time. I don’t want to 
embarrass anyone or leave anyone out, but… 
 Where would we be without our tireless Church Elders, our governing body? Not to scare anyone thinking of 
serving in such a role in the future, but some of their many tasks include work as Clerk of Session, as Treasurer, as chairs of 
Budget and Finance, Personnel, Mission, Nominating Committee, and of course, Building and Grounds. I can see our Clerk 
sitting at her computer making sense of the policies of the Presbytery. I also imagine that special person on Building and 
Grounds measuring windows, and like a project manager for a small but well-loved church building, taking care of the hot 
water heater, the many tasks not visible to us as we come to worship. Visualize Mission making sandwiches like a 
production line for the homeless at Maureen’s Haven, gathering warm coats for those in need and more. And our Deacons 
are beacons of hope to our Church family and the community, bringing comfort and support throughout the good times and 
the bad times. Imagine a photo of our Deacons delivering flowers to the homebound. I can see them climbing the front steps 
with a smile. Picture them writing cards, making calls, helping those in need. This montage can also include the Session 
gathered in serious and respectful discussion around a table in Fellowship Hall. The images are endless. They are images of 
the present, our past and will include the future. They are images of the people we know and trust. Our Nominating 
Committee is tasked with searching for members that have this heart for service. That is what we do. We all try to do our 
best. I have a feeling that these responsibilities bring a sense of time well spent. I know that I’m grateful for the trust my 
church family has placed in me as an Elder. It is truly time well spent. I wish each and every one of you a blessed and 
joyful Christmas, a happy and healthy holiday, and an appreciation for our Church in our lives. 
 Before I sign off, once again, I’m including the terms and descriptions of office. You may not think you are the 
perfect candidate at this time, but the New Year is upon us: 
Service as an Elder on Session, Class of 2024: This is a three-year term that can be repeated once. After serving two terms, 
the Elder has to come off for at least one year. Session is our governing body. Elders share in governing and leading the 
church in a faithful direction along with other duties. Session meets monthly and the Elders have roles in committees. A 
good and effective elder serves the Church as a decision maker, a leader and a peacemaker. 
Service as a Deacon, Class of 2024: This is a three-year term that can be repeated once. After serving two terms, the 
Deacon has to come off for at least one year. It is their duty to minister to those who are in need, to the sick, to the 
friendless, and to any who may be in distress both within and beyond the community of faith. 
Service on the Nominating Committee: At least two members should be Elders, at least one actively serving on Session. 
One member should be from the board of Deacons and others from Members-at-Large for a one-year term of office. 
Our congregation elects all offices. If you would like to propose a nomination, please contact Heather Reylek, Lee Anne 
Bastible, John Miller, or Cindy Griffin, our current CNC, by leaving a message at the church office, 631-749-0805. 

I think the Fall Season is a beautiful time of the year—the colors, the crisp air, the way the sun reflects off the 
water and the whispery clouds—God is the Master Artist for sure! Fall is also a busy time for the Church—Stewardship, 
budget prep, transition of Elders and Deacons, and staff meetings with the Personnel Committee. Plus this fall, we just 
finished a long awaited capital improvement project—our Sanctuary Windows! This will be a major improvement, as we 
will not hear the windows rattle on a windy day, we will save on our heating bills and in the spring/summer, and we can 
open the lower section of the windows more easily. Thank you Dan Binder for overseeing this huge project! Thank you 
Forrest & Jeanne Compton, Joy Bausman, and Jackie Tuttle for funding this capital project! 

Session approved ordering a defibrillator for our Church building. The Lion’s Club has donated $1,000 toward the 
purchase of a Life Pack CR2 defibrillator. Once installed, we will have a training class for those who are interested.   

On Sunday, October 17, Rev. Dr. Steven Adkison was installed as our Pastor. Rev. Mark Tammen, General 
Presbyter, Rev. Peter Kelley, Rev. Michael Smith, and Rev. Matthew Means all took part. After the service, Rose 
Wissemann and her crew prepared a reception in the Fellowship Hall. 

At our October Session Meeting, Session voted to discounting requiring masks during worship and fellowship 
time, unless unvaccinated as long as the Suffolk County positivity rate is under 4%. We would also include the offertory 
and “no contact” passing of the peace into the order of worship. Coffee Hour has resumed with delicious goodies and it 
feels so good to catch up with our Church family.  
5 
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631-749-0805 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 
We envision the Shelter Island 
Presbyterian Church as a spiritu- 
al heart of our small island com- 
munity—a congregation that 
keeps its doors open to all and 
offers service and support to 
friends, neighbors, and visitors 
from beyond our shores. 
We will encourage the spiritual 
growth of our Church's people in 
Jesus Christ through worship, 
service to others, stewardship, 
study, and fellowship with one 
another. We will work to increase 
our spiritual engagement with 
youth, young families, and our 
growing senior population. 
Inspired by God's Word, we look 
forward to our future with faith 
and confidence in God's purpose 
for us. 

 
AS WE BELIEVE, SO WE DO. 

Wednesday, December 1, 6:00 pm: All Faith Youth Group Meeting 
Tuesday, December 7, 5:00 pm: SI Chamber of Commerce Community 
Tree Lighting in front of Police Department 
Sunday, December 12, 3:00 pm: Christmas Readings 
Monday, December 13: Elders & Deacons Potluck 
Wednesday, December 15, 6 pm: All Faith Youth Group Christmas Party 
Wednesday, December 15: ALL COOKIE ORDERS IN TO DAN BINDER 
Saturday, December 18, 12pm-1pm: Pre-Ordered Cookie Box Pick Up 
Sunday, December 19, 3:00 pm: Community Choir Christmas Concert 
Friday, December 24, 8:00 pm: Christmas Eve Service 
 
Sunday, January 2, 4:00 pm: Shelter Island Friends of Music Concert 
 
Sunday, February 20, 3:00 pm: Shelter Island Friends of Music Concert 
 
Our Services can be viewed on our website at www.sipchurch.org. 
 


