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“Come to The Manger of My Heart…” 
 

Greetings to you, the SIPC community, and grace and peace to you! We are 
now in the Advent season, which is a season of waiting, hoping, and preparing 
our hearts spiritually for the coming birth of the Christ-child in Bethlehem on 
Christmas Day. It is particularly during this time that we seek to cultivate with-
in our sometimes messy, hurting, and empty hearts, God’s gifts of hope, peace, 
love, and joy. With that in mind, I recently came across a moving Advent poem 
entitled “Manger of My Heart” by Renee Swope, and in this poem, she com-
pares her heart to the manger of the Christ-child. Just as Christ was born in a 
manger some 2000 years ago, may he also be “born again” in our hearts this 
Advent season and forevermore. My hope is that it will inspire you, just as it 
has inspired me to open my heart faithfully and consistently to God’s trans-
formative and healing love.  
 

“This Christmas, Lord, come to the manger of my heart. 
Fill me with Your presence from the very start. 
As I prepare for the holidays and gifts to be given, 
Remind me of the gift You gave when You sent Your Son from Heaven. 
The first Christmas gift, it was the greatest gift ever. 
You came as a baby born in a manger. 
Wrapped like the gifts I find under my tree, 
Waiting to be opened, to reveal Your love to me. 
Restore to me the wonder that came with Jesus’ birth, 
when He left the riches of Heaven and wrapped Himself in rags of earth. 
Immanuel, God with us, Your presence came that night. 
And angels announced, “Into your darkness, God brings His Light.” 
“Do not be afraid,” they said to shepherds in the field. 
Speak to my heart today, Lord, and help me to yield. 
Make me like those shepherd boys, obedient to Your call. 
Setting distractions and worries aside, to You I surrender them all. 
Surround me with Your presence, Lord, I long to hear Your voice. 
Clear my mind of countless concerns and all the holiday noise. 
Slow me down this Christmas, let me not be in a rush. 
In the midst of parties and planning, I want to feel Your hush. 
This Christmas, Jesus, come to the manger of my heart. 
Invade my soul like Bethlehem, bringing peace to every part. 
Dwell within and around me, as I unwrap Your presence each day. 
Keep me close to You, Lord. It’s in Your wonderful Name I pray.” 
 

Come to the manger of our hearts, O Lord, Amen! 
 
 
 

In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Steve 



Imagination Island by Amy, Taylor, & Pastor Steve 
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Warm winter greetings from the crew and children at Imagination Island! Before we opened our program in 
the spring of last year, an after school program was non-existent on Shelter Island on Thursday and Fridays. 
Our Church stepped up to fill that need and we now have a consistent group of children being served by our 
program. A typical day begins at 2:30pm when Taylor and Steve meet the children in the lobby of the 
school. After walking across the street, the children are free to wonder, play, create, and relax together. We 
always have an edible art snack that the children create themselves. There’s nothing quite like playing with 
your own food! The children explore art and science authentically. How can you help?  
 
We need people willing to volunteer on Thursdays and Fridays from 2:30- 5:30pm. We are always accept-
ing children’s books, puzzles, games, and crafty donations. Do you have a special talent that you would like 
to share with the children? We love to have special guests. 

Presbytery Day by Ellen Gove 
Laura Nelsen and I were able to participate in Presby-
tery Day on Saturday, October 29. The program was 
offered by B.R.E.A.D. (Bringing Racial Equity and 
Diversity) with a theme of “What is Racism?” Long 
Island Presbyterian Churches and sister ecumenical 
congregations came together to participate in conversa-
tions around racial and social justice on L.I., reflect on 
past harms to black Americans and Indigenous People 
and focus on future pathways for a more just commu-
nity. Presbytery Day attendees heard from Elaine John-
son, educator and racial and social justice speaker who 
shared her wisdom and led relevant conversations on 
the subject. Poet and author David Mills read from his 
new book of poetry, Boneyarn.  



Stewardship season began in the fall. The theme was “Put Me To The Test.” Pastor Steve’s Stewardship 
letter along with pledge cards were sent out to our congregation, asking everyone to join in giving freely 
and joyfully to your Church, so that we may rise to the challenge of doing ministry together in 2023. 
 
Joanne Sherman and I spoke to the congregation from the podium and shared our feelings about how im-
portant this Church is to us. 
 
Stewardship season culminated on Sunday, November 20 with a special luncheon in Fellowship Hall. 
Treasurer Peter Vielbig, who was unable to join us, asked me to read a letter to everyone. In his letter we 
were given a snapshot of the Church’s financial picture along with a heartfelt thank you to everyone for 
supporting the Church in the myriad of ways that they do! 

The Mission Team had a busy quarter. Our Better World Book club met October 17 to discuss  The Sum of Us, 
What Racism Costs Everyone and How We Can Prosper Together by Heather McGhee. The analogy is that, in 
the 60's when community pools were integrated and African Americans began using them, whites objected—to 
the point that all pools were closed country-wide so that everyone suffered. This was a very fascinating and well 
attended discussion that helped us all to become more aware. Our next date was set for Monday, January 9, 2023 
and by majority vote, our next book was selected: The End of Bias, a Beginning, by Jessica Nordell. If you 
haven't joined us, please consider it. We have great discussions and your input would be valuable. 
 
On Saturday, November 5, we sponsored a workshop for women on Grief and Loss lead by Betty Crowson 
based on her latest book. While only 16 people attended, it was a very important day that had a very profound 
impact on all attendees. Betty described grief in a much broader term pointing out that we are all in grief based 
on what is going on in the world today. She also made us aware of shadow grief, old unhealed grief that we are 
still dealing with and that holds us back from being our true selves. The workshop cost was $45 and not only 
included a copy of Betty’s book but also coffee, bagels, muffins, and a lunch of delicious Roswitha Wissemann-
made soup, sandwich wraps, and cookies. All were supplied, served, and cleaned up by the Deacons. 
 
The Team is also working on setting up an art class lead by Rick Denning that will meet weekly beginning in 
January with people from all over the island. Attendees will pay $20 a session which will be donated to the 
Church. More details to follow. All these activities are designed to provide valuable, mind and heart-expanding 
experiences for those who take part and to draw new members to our wonderful Church family. 

Mission Team Report by Marilynn Pysher 

Stewardship Report by Laura Nelsen 
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Maureen’s Haven Report by Marianne Baird 
Sincere thanks to all who have joined our team to assist Maureen’s Haven in their mission to support the 
homeless population of the East End. So far this season we have been asked to prepare and deliver 20 bag 
lunches to St. Peter’s Church in Greenport on the first Friday of each month from November through 
April. As the weather turns colder, there will be additional requests from Maureen’s Haven director, Stacy. 
Thank you to Susan Eschrich and Ed Mullin for their thoughtfulness in making a donation of winter coats 
and attire for the clients. Maureen’s Haven can always use travel size toiletries: soaps, deodorants, sham-
poos, toothpastes, toothbrushes, etc. We’ll set up a box in Fellowship Hall to collect those. They will be 
much appreciated by the clients.   
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As most of you know, I was asked to be one of four Moderators for the Presbytery of L.I.  I will be installed 

at the Presbytery Meeting on January 25, 2023. In preparation for my position as Moderator, I traveled to 

Louisville on Thursday, November 10 and participated in the Moderators’ Conference which ended on Sat-

urday evening, November 12.   

 Thursday evening was a reception with hors d’oeuvres where 200+ Moderator’s Elect (in-person 

and many others on Zoom) were greeted by Co-Moderators of the General Assembly, Rev. Shavon Starling

-Louis and Rev. Ruth Faith Santana-Grace. The Stated Clerk   

J. Herbert Nelson also welcomed us prior to opening worship service. His remarks focused on where the 

church is today—We are in transition and we need to have the faith and perseverance to go through the 

challenges of this change. We need to lean on one another. In his closing remarks, he said “It takes courage 

to say yes.” I must say, that really spoke to me personally! I questioned my own faith and courage. Being a 

Moderator at this time when the church is in transition is a difficult job… and many of us wondered—What 

do we do with the small churches that are barely hanging on—Close it? Hang on for a little while longer? 

What is our call post-pandemic? How do we pick up the pieces and move forward? I prayed that by the end 

of the conference, I would feel more confident and faithful! 

 On Friday morning, to familiarize those in attendance with the Presbyterian Center and offices of 

the various operations, a scavenger hunt was planned. I found this to be an excellent way to explore the six 

floors and meet the committees that make up the Presbytery PCUSA. I did gather lots “swag” and bro-

chures and even received a prize!      

 We attended opening Worship Friday morning in the chapel which is a 3,500 sq. foot sanctuary with 

flexible seating and liturgical arrangements for as many as 240 guests. The architectural design includes a 3 

dimensional glass and wood trellis that modulates light and creates a changing prism effect on the ceiling, 

walls and floor. The “celebration of light” is an expression of wonder at the continuing presence of God. 

The service opened with a West African Drum Piece which just made you want to dance and move about! 

The Liturgy, Sermon and music were all very moving and everyone’s soul was touched.   

 My first conference was titled “More than Just Governance:  What & Why Mid Council.” It was led 

by Laurie Griffith, the Associate Director for Constitutional Interpretation. Her talk focused on the role of 

the Mid-Counsel (Moderators). The Moderators work with other moderators and the stated clerk. I found 

this conference informative but have much work to do to process all the references that were presented to 

us.  

 After a delicious lunch I attended a workshop entitled “Considering Equity While Moderating and 

Leading” led by Jihyun Oh, Director of Mid Council Ministries. She talked about equity in the world and 

equity within ourselves and emphasized that lack of understanding is one of the obstacles of equity. Jihyun 

also talked about implicit bias and how that affects our lack of understanding. She shared an implicit test by 

Harvard and encouraged us to be good neighbors. An example she gave: “How do we get more youth in-

volved in the church?—We have to go out and be with the youth.”   

 Our second Conference was on Parliamentary Procedure & Other Discernment Processes. This con-

ference focused on Roberts Rule of Order and the best way to lead a meeting. All I can say is, I am grateful, 

I have lots of support when my time comes to moderate the Presbytery meetings! Our dinner was held at the 

Presbyterian Center and fellowship followed with the Co-Moderators of the General Assembly.  

Continued on next page... 

 My Visit to The Presbyterian Center in Louisville, KY 

by Ellen Gove, Clerk of Session 



 Our first conference on Saturday morning was on holding Purposeful Meetings led by The Rev. Tri-

cia Dykers Koenig, Associate Director to Mid Council. The focus of this conference was on holding pur-

poseful meetings. Hybrid or live meetings—the pros and cons and how important technology is when hav-

ing a Hybrid or zoom meeting. This was an informative meeting as it related to the churches’ declining 

folks in the pews and many more worshiping on-line. A Tech Representative also spoke and offered his 

support in helping congregations in upgrading the recording systems they have in place.  

 Mid-morning, I attended a workshop entitled, “Faith in the Public Realm—Advocacy Ministry, 

Compassion, Peace and Justice” led by Jimmie Hawkins, Presbyterian Mission Agency. I found this work-

shop informative. Rev. Hawkins shared that he works with Congress and has a good rapport with them. He 

also has good relations with President Biden. He focused on the importance of Advocacy. He referred to 

scripture relating to God’s justice. God is a God of Justice, God is a God of Love (Exodus, Ps. 89, etc.). I 

enjoyed Rev. Jimmie and shared with him the work of our Mission Committee and our Better World Book 

Club. I plan on signing up for his newsletter and email alerts.   

 After lunch I attended my third workshop entitled “Becoming a Matthew 25 Church—Mission En-

gagement & Support” led by Rene Myers and Chris Roseland of the Mission Engagement & Support. They 

focused on what does it mean to be a Matthew 25 Church and  gave some background and resources on 

why becoming a Matthew 25 Church is supported and growing in the Presbytery. Why become a Matthew 

25 Church—To reclaim our vision! The Presbyterian Church is a connectional church. I plan to write more 

about this topic. It is my hope that Shelter Island Presbyterian Church will consider this.   

 After a short break, a discussion was held on the film—Flint: The Poisoning of An American City. 

The Presbyterian Church USA was featured in this film. Our closing worship theme was on “Thrive.” We 

all took part in the Eucharist. This was a very moving worship service with music from the Iona Communi-

ty. Again, movement and dancing were encouraged!   

 Dinner was on our own and I was invited to have dinner and fellowship with six other moderators. 

Two were from Pennsylvania, Arizona, Ohio, and California. We exchanged our contact information and 

vowed that we would pray and support one another throughout our terms. 

 I came away from the Moderator’s Conference with quite a bit—knowledge of how in-

volved the Presbyterian Church is in carrying out the work of Jesus Christ by supporting and 

encouraging churches to become a Matthew 25 Church, their work in Washington DC, vari-

ous Mission Support just to name a few. I also feel more at ease about being a moderator for 

our own Presbytery and I gained and met new fellow moderators that will be a support for 

each other throughout our terms.  

Continued from facing page... 
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Building & Grounds Report by Dan Binder 
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Although autumn is still my favorite season, I always look forward to Advent, a time of preparation and 
celebration. We are still surrounded by blessings and beauty. We have given thanks for those blessings and 
as winter approaches we can look inside ourselves and prepare the way in so many ways. In the Fall Tid-
ings I wrote that it’s not too early to start thinking about ways you might help serve our church. To that 
end, the Congregational Nominating Committee again extends an invitation to all active members to con-
sider possible nominations for the following positions: 

Service as an Elder on Session, Class of 2025. This is a three year term that can be repeated once. After 
serving two terms, the Elder has to come off for at least one year. Session is our governing body. Elders 
share in governing and leading the church in a faithful direction along with other duties. Session meets 
monthly and the Elders have roles in committees. A good and effective elder serves the Church as a deci-
sion maker, a leader and a peacemaker. 

Service as a Deacon, Class of 2025. This is a three year term that can be repeated once. After serving two 
terms, the Deacon has to come off for at least one year. It is their duty to minister to those who are in need, 
to the sick, to the friendless, and to any who may be in distress both within and beyond the community of 
faith.  

Also, for service on the Nominating Committee: At least two members should be elders, at least one ac-
tively serving on session. One member should be from the board of deacons and others from Members-at-
Large for a One year term of office. 

All offices are elected by the congregation. If you would like to propose a nomination, please contact 

Heather Reylek, Lee Anne Bastible, John Miller, or Cindy Griffin, by leaving a message at the church of-

fice. We look forward to seeing you a church. Bring a friend! Bring two friends as we celebrate Advent! 

Congregational Nominating Committee by Heather Reylek 

 
Besides being busy with the usual maintenance of our building, we have completed the following projects: 
 
 
 Hired J.C. Broderick Company to do an extensive mold testing of our basement. Results came back 

negative. However, the company made some minor recommendations which we followed through on. 
 Had routine plumbing issues in the basement and HVAC system in the sanctuary was serviced by Flan-

ders. Zurab repaired the A/C at the manse. 
 There were issues with our security/fire system and Bellringer Monitoring took care of the CO2  moni-

tor that was malfunctioning. 
 We had to purchase a new refrigerator in the kitchen. Thank you to Carrie Wood, Food Pantry Coordi-

nator, for donating a new unit. 
 We used Chris Johnson’s bucket truck to remove all the mold on the rear of our building. 
 Two maple trees in the playground area needed to be trimmed and the large pine tree in front of the Fel-

lowship Hall had to be taken down. 
 Session made the decision to have the Crape Myrtle bushes relocated, as they would have damaged our 

new windows. Thank you to Chris Johnson who was able to fit us into his busy schedule. 
 
Please be mindful that doors should all be closed tightly especially during the winter season.  
As you all know, the price of oil is very high! 



Happily we have entered the joyous seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. There is so much beau-
tiful music written for this time in the church year.  
 

Our special music presentations will include the Sweet Island Dulcimers playing mountain and traditional 
carols following Terry and Kathy Brockbank’s reading of O Henry’s “The Gift of the Magi” at 3:00 pm at 
the William Floyd Memorial Library in Greenport on Saturday, December 10. 
 

The Shelter Island Community Chorus Christmas Concert will feature a Cantata with narration written by 
Lloyd Larson and read by Terry Brockbank and will be followed by a carol sing. The performance is 
scheduled at the Church on Sunday December 18 at 3:00 pm. 
 

Finally there will be a special choir and instrumental music for our Christmas Eve service. Have a season 
of Great Joy! 
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Music Ministry by Linda Betjeman 

The Worship Committee has been preparing and looking forward to decorating the Church for Christmas. 
The Fellowship Hall has been decked out in red and green with lace tablecloths. We hope everyone enjoys 
the candles in the windows as they drive by after dark. The tree is up with a new star for its top and the ban-
ners have been changed to reflect the season. As always the poinsettias will be available for purchase in 
memorial or to give honor and thanks. 
We pray the work of the worship committee is useful to draw our minds and hearts to celebrate the most 
precious gift of Christmas – our Lord.  

Worship Report by Rosewitha Wissemann 

KIVA Team Impact Report by John Kerr 
27 team members; $40,715 funded; 1,352 loans given 

  50.1 loans per member 
Kenya 

Alice received a loan from Marianne to buy quality farm inputs, 
such as high-quality seeds and fertilizers, to help a forward-
looking mom improve productivity on her farm. 
Thailand 

Samuean received a loan from Penny and John to buy silk fabric, 
interfacing, sewing tools, and other materials for her dressmaking 
business. 
Remember, to do your Christmas shopping through Amazon 
Smile to help the Church! Sign up at smile.amazon.com 

All Faith Youth Group by Brian Knipfing 
In September the Youth Group volunteered at Union 
Chapel to help clean up the Chapel's bell tower. In 
November the Youth Group teamed up with the Shel-
ter Island Food Pantry to prepare and hand out 40 
bags of everything needed for a festive Thanksgiving 
meal. Finally, in December, Youth Group members 
plan to buy and wrap over 20 Christmas gifts to be 
given to local families. 

https://www.kiva.org/lend/2479792
https://www.kiva.org/lender/marianne9142
https://www.kiva.org/lender/marianne9142
https://www.kiva.org/lend/2470892
https://www.kiva.org/lender/john3880
https://www.kiva.org/lender/john3880
https://www.kiva.org/lend/2470892
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Although autumn is still my favorite season, I always look forward to Advent, a time of preparation and 
celebration. We are still surrounded by blessings and beauty. We have given thanks for those blessings and 
as winter approaches we can look inside ourselves and prepare the way in so many ways. In the Fall Tid-
ings I wrote that it’s not too early to start thinking about ways you might help serve our church. To that 
end, the Congregational Nominating Committee again extends an invitation to all active members to con-
sider possible nominations for the following positions: 

Service as an Elder on Session, Class of 2025. This is a three year term that can be repeated once. After 
serving two terms, the Elder has to come off for at least one year. Session is our governing body. Elders 
share in governing and leading the church in a faithful direction along with other duties. Session meets 
monthly and the Elders have roles in committees. A good and effective elder serves the Church as a deci-
sion maker, a leader and a peacemaker. 

Service as a Deacon, Class of 2025. This is a three year term that can be repeated once. After serving two 
terms, the Deacon has to come off for at least one year. It is their duty to minister to those who are in need, 
to the sick, to the friendless, and to any who may be in distress both within and beyond the community of 
faith.  

Also, for service on the Nominating Committee: At least two members should be elders, at least one ac-
tively serving on session. One member should be from the board of deacons and others from Members-at-
Large for a One year term of office. 

All offices are elected by the congregation. If you would like to propose a nomination, please contact 

Heather Reylek, Lee Anne Bastible, John Miller, or Cindy Griffin, by leaving a message at the church of-

fice. We look forward to seeing you a church. Bring a friend! Bring two friends as we celebrate Advent! 

Congregational Nominating Committee by Heather Reylek 

 October 2022 was a return to our popular Celebrity Chef Dinners! A delicious dinner was prepared 
for us by Chef Anthony Rando. His very competent assistant was Peter Vielbig helping out in the kitchen. 
 Fifty guests arrived, eager to sit down at the candle lit tables, complete with our lovely light yellow 
tablecloths. The event had a festive air about it and everyone enjoyed their dinners and the pleasure of din-
ing together once again! Chef Rando enlisted his family to assist with serving the guests. A wonderful and 
very efficient job was done by his wife Lindsey, along with their two sons, A.J. and Bear. In addition, we 
had several students helping out with serving and cleanup. Thank you very much for all the help John 
Torres, Michael Kotula, and Luca Martinez, our amazing dishwasher! 
 We are in the planning stages for another dinner in January, date and details to be announced. A 
huge thank you to Ellen Gove for putting the dinners together and attending to all the details. Thank you 
also to the behind–the-scenes folks who set up, clean up, and see that those tablecloths are ready to be used 
at the next dinner. The Celebrity Chef Dinners would not be possible without all of these people! 

Coffee Hour after the 10am Service is a tradition of hospitality and friendship here at SI Presbyterian Church that he 
congregation enjoys each week. This lovely tradition occurs because of people who take the initiative to coordi-
nate the reception. You are invited to be one of those people! A sign-up sheet sits on the table just inside Fel-
lowship Hall where you can choose the week that works for you. Hosting coffee hour  can be whatever  you 
want it to be. Some folks enjoy making it a bigger affair; others keep it simple. Remember, it’s about having time to 
catch up with friends after a busy week. If you have questions, or would like additional information, please speak 
with someone you know has hosted Coffee Hour previously. We hope you will consider making Coffee Hour a part 
of your contribution to the life of SIPC. It is a fun and greatly appreciated way to give back to the community.  

Events Planning by Laura Nelsen  
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Just Sayin’ by Laura Nelsen 
I read an article written by Gail Strange in the Presbyterians Today May/June 2022 magazine titled “The 
New Language of Love.” 
 
The article discussed common words and phrases we the general public often uses without knowing their 
origins and early meanings, which are often rooted in racism and gender inequality. Examples include: 
“The Peanut Gallery”--said to be from the vaudeville era and referred to those poorer folks, often people of 
color, who couldn’t afford good theater seats. 
“Master bedroom” refers to the “Master’s Bedroom” which harks back to the days of slavery.  Even the in-
nocent sounding word game played by children: “Eenie, meenie, miney, moe, catch a tiger by the toe” was 
said to come from the days of slavery when “tiger” was replaced with, as we euphemistically call it the “N” 
word! 
 
In her article Strange urges us to become “WOKE!” She says that the definition of being 
“WOKE” (English adjective) is being alert to racial prejudice and discrimination.  
 
Racism is not the only factor for hurtful words. Words that are indifferent to matters of gender can be just 
as damaging. We have all grown up with the concept “girls wear pink, boys wear blue” and the expected 
behavior and roles that are implied. The Reverend Shanea D. Leonard of the Gender & Racial Justice Of-
fice for the Presbyterian Mission Agency says it is important to use gender inclusive pronouns because they 
help to affirm identity. Leonard states that gender identity is formed by the feelings a person has inside, not 
what they wear, how they speak, or how they act on the outside. 
 
There is an updated guide called “Well-Chosen Words” and it contains an entire section that explores gen-
der and LGBTQIA terminology so that people are equipped with language to use.  
The author feels while gender-related terms have been added, what speaking the language of love comes 
down to is the awareness that God’s Creation is beautiful, colorful, diverse, and at times, seemingly com-
plicated.  She quotes the Apostle Paul, who was adept at speaking words that build up rather than tear 
down, “Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, 
so that your words may give grace to those who hear them” (Ephesians 4:29). 
 
So I struggle along, trying to understand this new way of using language and hope that even though I don’t 
quite get it, I am willing and able to be open, and to expand my horizons! I just don’t want to be “THAT 
PERSON” who stays in the past and won’t attempt to try to understand the why of what may sound strange 
and confusing to my ears! It is indeed, a different world…..or is it? 
 
To download a copy of the “Well-Chosen Words” Guide, visit: presbyterianmission.org/resource/well-
chosen-words  

Cemetery Report by Joyce Bowditch-Bausman 
On July 4 the Shelter Island DAR Chapter offered it is third self-guided tour of the Shelter Island Presby-
terian Colonial Burying Grounds. This year the tour was opened by Rev. Dr. Stephen Adkison with a spe-
cial prayer of thankfulness for past Island citizens who tolerated severe hardships as British prisoners of 
war. 
 
Three of these Patriots served in Washington’s first Provincial Congress. Honorary Regent Joyce Bowditch
-Bausman and Chapter Historian Karen Kaier were available to answer questions as well as share infor-
mation about several of the patriots.  

http://presbyterianmission.org/resourse/well-chosen-words
http://presbyterianmission.org/resourse/well-chosen-words


MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

December 10 – Sweet Island Dulcimers play Christmas music along with a reading of 

“The Gift of the Magi.”  Greenport Library. 3:00 pm 

 

December 11 – All Faith Youth Group Christmas Wrapping Party. SI Presbyterian 

Church Fellowship Hall. 1:00 to 3:00 pm 

 

December 18 – Shelter Island Community Chorus & Carol Sing. SI Presbyterian Church. 

3:00 pm. Reception following in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Service. 8:00 pm. 

 

December 25 – No Sunday Morning Service 

 

January 9, 2023 – Better World Book Club: The End of Bias: A Beginning, by Jessica Nor-

dell. SI Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall. 3:00 pm 

 

February 5- SI Presbyterian Church Annual Meeting. 11:00 am, after morning service. 

 

February 19- Shelter Island Friends of Music. Llewellyn Sanchez-Werner, piano. 4:00 pm. 

Followed by a reception in the Fellowship Hall.  

PO Box 612 

32 North Ferry Road 

Shelter Island, NY11964  

 

631-749-0805 

Info.sipchurch@gmail.com 

www.sipchurch.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision the Shelter Island Presbyterian 
Church as a spiritu- al heart of our small island 
com- munity—a congregation that keeps its doors 
open to all and offers service and support to 
friends, neighbors, and visitors from beyond our 
shores. 

We will encourage the spiritual growth of our 
Church's people in Jesus Christ through worship, 
service to others, stewardship, study, and fellow-
ship with one another. We will work to increase 
our spiritual engagement with youth, young fami-
lies, and our growing senior population. 

Inspired by God's Word, we look forward to our 
future with faith and confidence in God's pur-
pose for us. 

AS WE BELIEVE, SO WE DO. 


