
BETTER WORLD BOOK CLUB 

The Mission Team has a book club that meets every two months (well, up until this virus) and has 

rousing discussions of socially impactful non-fiction books.  It's open to anyone and even is 

attracting off-island folks. Here is a list of the books we have read and discussed to date. We thought 

you might be interested in reading some of them as well and hopefully telling your friends about this 

and joining us in the future. The last one, White Fragility, has not been discussed yet due to the 

virus shut down so you still have time to read it and come to the discussion when it is re-scheduled. 

 

 The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World by His Holiness the Dalai Lama and 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

An intimate window into the lives of these gifted spiritual teachers, who despite the hardships they 

have endured, reveal to us how we can live a life with joy.  

 

Climate Justice: Hope, Resilience, and the Fight for a Sustainable Future by Mary Robinson, former 

President of Ireland 

 A call to arms that shines a light on how climate change affects the human rights of the underserved 

populations and offers inspiring stories of how people are rising up around the world and creating 

solutions. 

 

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson, founder and executive director 

of the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending people on death row, and the 

basis for the 2019 film. 

NAMED ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOKS OF THE DECADE BY CNN • Named 

One of the Best Books of the Year by The New York Times • The Washington Post • The Boston 

Globe • The Seattle Times • Esquire • Time     It sheds light on the lives of those he has defended, and 

is an inspiring argument for compassion in the pursuit of true justice. 

 

Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others by Barbara Brown Taylor 

In Holy Envy, she contemplates the myriad ways other people and traditions encounter the 

Transcendent, both by digging deeper into those traditions herself and by seeing them through her 

students’ eyes as she sets off with them on field trips to monasteries, temples, and mosques.   

 

Second Mountain: The Quest for a Moral Life by David Brooks 

He explores the four commitments that define a life of meaning and purpose: to a spouse and family, 

to a vocation, to a philosophy or faith, and to a community and what can happen when we put 

commitment-making at the center of our lives. 

 

The Hidden Life of Trees: What They Feel, How They Communicate―Discoveries from A Secret 

World by Peter Wohlleben 

The author convincingly makes the case that the forest is a social network, drawing on 

groundbreaking scientific discoveries to describe how trees are like human families: tree parents live 

together with their children, communicate with them, support them as they grow, share nutrients with 

those who are sick or struggling, and even warn each other of impending dangers. 

 

White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism by Robin DiAngelo 

In this eye-opening book, DiAngelo examines how white fragility develops, how it protects racial 

inequality, and what we can do to engage more constructively. 


