THE TIDINGS
April 2019 Newsletter

From the Pastor’s Study
If you haven’t noticed, ever since New Years, we have, as a Church together, been on a journey.
We have, each Sunday, followed along with Jesus and his disciples as they traveled throughout Palestine.
We’ve been there as He drove out an unclean spirit, as He straightened a withered hand, as He turned water
into wine, as He preached and taught and told stories that described what life was like in his Father’s kingdom. We were there when He calmed a stormy sea, when He was transfigured in front of his inner core,
revealing his true identity and glory. We were there when He crossed that one bridge too far and aligned the
disparate forces against Him to plot his demise. And we’ve been with Him as He set his face to Jerusalem for
the final confrontation between the world’s ways and the ways of his Father in heaven.
Our Lenten journey will end on Palm Sunday which marks the beginning of Holy Week, his Passion, his
journey to the cross. This is a journey into the very heart of darkness.
Our natural tendency is to skip this part of the journey and leapfrog to Easter morning. We want resurrection
without the funeral. We want the life without the death. Why do you think this is so?
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Unlike the disciples, unlike Jesus himself, we are at a distinct disadvantage. Because we ‘already know’.
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We already know that when the women arrive at the tomb on Sunday morning the stone will be rolled away.
We already know the grave will be empty. We already know an angel dressed in white will point toward the
neatly folded grave clothes. We already know a resurrected Christ with a resurrected body will pass through
walls and appear to his frightened and disoriented disciples. We already know He will ascend to the right
hand of his Father from whence He came to carve a way back for all those who put their trust in Him. It is
because we already know that we rush through the passion to the triumph of Easter Sunday as quickly as we
can.
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In Monopoly terms, we already know we’ve all drawn a ‘get-out-of-jail-free-card.’ We already know that we
all can now ‘pass GO and collect $200.’ Because we already know all this, the journey to Easter Sunday has
become a pilgrimage and not a quest.
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A pilgrimage is all about the destination. What’s important is arriving at that specific place and not so much
what happens along the way. When you arrive you will most often be the same person as when you left.
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Conversely, a quest is journey-centered and that journey itself changes those that go on the quest. Once
completed those who are on a quest are never the same as when they began.
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If we don’t slow down, if we don’t hit a ‘speed-bump’ on our way to Easter, we will not be in position to be
changed and transformed by the journey itself. And this would be a tragedy. Holy Week will become nothing
more than ‘fly-over country’ like the mid-west is to those who only fly from New York to Los Angeles. From
that altitude it’s easy to view Palm Sunday as just another triumphal parade and not the descent into the heart
of darkness that it really is. We won’t stay awake with Jesus as He sweats blood in Gethsemane Garden and
won’t begin to accept that we, like Judas and Peter, have it within us to betray Jesus as well. We won’t enter
the Presidium and be with Jesus as the soldiers flog, beat, mock, and crown Him with a crown of thorns. And
we won’t stand vigil with his mother as she watches her Son breathe his last and commend his Spirit to the
care of his Father in heaven.
If we’re on a pilgrimage to Easter morning we are like children, only interested in the search for colored eggs
and chocolate bunnies nestled in green and yellow plastic grass. Because we already know we are inclined to
be pilgrim people and not questors.
Let’s slow down in the coming days. Take the time to descend from the heights and get our hands dirty in the
road Jesus is on. Let's enter the story and allow the story to enter us. Only then will we arrive at the vacant
tomb on Easter morning in wonder and abiding astonishment at what God has done in His Son and by the
power of His Holy Spirit, changed, from the inside out.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Bob
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BUILDING & GROUNDS REPORT BY DAN BINDER
After discussing our high nitrate water situation with the Town of Shelter
Island’s Water Quality Improvement Advisory Board it seemed at first
that the Town was not able to assist the Church with fixing the problem.
After speaking with the Suffolk Country Health Department again, the
Church’s Building & Ground Committee met with the Town Supervisor
Gary J. Gerth, Town Attorney Robert DeStefano Jr., and Town Engineer
John C. Cronin Jr. PE to discuss all possible options. The Town is now in
a place to help the Church and Town Engineer Cronin has taken over the
planning for the design and installation of our new water system. Funding
for the project will be discussed at a later date.

The Presbyterian Church is addressing an Island safety concern regarding people walking and biking at night. We will soon supply baskets of
bicycle lights gratis at a few select Island businesses, such as Maria’s
Kitchen and Eagle Deli, for those who may need them.

UPDATE YOUR
INFORMATION
We will be in the
process of updating
our Church Directory.
Please contact
Administrative
Assistant Karen Tudor
to make any changes
and/or additions to
your email address or
birthday, etc.
You can email Karen
at info.sipchurch@
gmail.com or call
631-749-0805.
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FROM THE DEACON’S DESK
The Deacons sponsored five Coffee Hours in March.
Colleen Smith attended the March Session Meeting as a
representative for the Deacons. Cindy Griffin was
inducted as a Deacon during the Sunday service and
was surrounded by present and past Deacons showing
support in faith.
Flower distribution with visits to various members of
the Shelter Island community will take place during the
Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday week.
We wish all a very
meaningful and goodspirited Easter week.
Thank you for your
support.
Brenda Bergman
Deacon

YARD SALE NEWS BY KARIN BENNETT
We have scheduled our Rain or Shine Yard Sale for Saturday, May
25, 2019 in Fellowship Hall from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm. Please go
through your closets, garages, sheds, basements, and kitchens, and
donate clean, useful, and interesting items for the sale. Ask your
children, friends, and neighbors if they have anything they’d like to
donate. Drop off items after 12:00 pm on Friday, May 24, 2019 in
Fellowship Hall.
Items we will NOT accept include the following: electronics, vacuums, clothing, sets of china and most books. We plan to have a
cookbook table so those are fine, as are children’s books that are in
good condition. We will also accept clean children’s toys, tools, and
fishing gear. You find it and we’ll take it! Any larger items of furniture or other things, please ask Karin Bennett or Holly Cronin, the
co-chairs of this year’s sale.
This year the United Presbyterian Women group is going to have a
table at the yard sale to sell homemade crafts!
A sign-up sheet will soon be found in Fellowship Hall for helpers on
both Friday, May 24 and Saturday, May 25 to unpack boxes and set
up the sale, to help our customers on Saturday, and breakdown the
sale when it is done. It is a lot of work and many hands make light
work. We hope many of our Church family will sign up to enjoy a
fun day together.
Holly and I welcome any ideas and questions; see us at Church on
Sundays. Thank you!
Left: Chef Maria from Maria’s
Kitchen at our last Celebrity Chef
Community Dinner in March.

CELEBRITY CHEF
COMMUNITY
DINNERS
We had another
successful and fun
season of Celebrity
Chef Community
Dinners!
Chef Kyle Seddio
from Kyle’s
Restaurant kicked off
the season in October.
In December,
Chef Seth from Isola
Restaurant was
featured.

January brought us a
delicious meal from
Island resident and
chef Michele
Beckwith.
Anthony Rando,
Island resident and
chef, served our
February meal. He had
some great help from
his young son, AJ!
Our last dinner
featured Chef Maria
from Maria’s
Kitchen in March.
Thank you all for
supporting this
wonderful community
event.

Right: Chef Anthony Rando
served a wonderful meal at our
February Celebrity Chef Dinner.

We look
forward to seeing
everyone again in
October 2019.
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UNITED
UNITED
PRESBYTERIAN
PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN
WOMEN
BY
MARILYNN PYSHER
BY
MARILYNN PYSHER

The United Presbyterian Women (UPW) group met
Tuesday, February 19 in the Fellowship Hall.

Unfortunately, many members were out of town or had
other
engagements.

The United Presbyterian Women (UPW)
group met Tuesday,
February 19 in the
Fellowship Hall.
UPW is a fundraising arm of the Church made up of
women who have worked very hard for many years.

The group will not meet again until April 16 at which time
they will take a fresh look at their mission and vis-a-vis all
their activities.

Marilynn Pysher will be distributing the meeting minutes to
improve communication among the group and other
Church
members.
Stay tuned.

Unfortunately, many
members were out of
town or had other
engagements. UPW is
a fundraising arm of
the Church made up of
women who have
worked very hard for
many years.
The group will not
meet again until April
16 at which time they
will take a fresh look at
their mission and vis-avis all their activities.
Marilynn Pysher will
be distributing the
meeting minutes to
improve communication among the group
and other Church
members.
Stay tuned!
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MUSIC MINISTRY BY LINDA BETJEMAN
The Presbyterian Church has
hosted three musical events in
the last two months. The first
was a concert by our beloved
and talented Linda Bonaccorso
featuring Songs of Faith-Spirituals, Gospel and Contemporary Sacred Music. The
program was an inspiration to
all who attended.
On March 3 the ensemble
Basically Baroque performed a
program of music by J.C.
Bach, Loeillet, and Vivaldi.
Basically Baroque is a quartet
of instruments--flute, violin,
cello and harpsichord--which
performs music from the
Baroque period in churches
and libraries on the North
Fork.

On March 24 the Juniata
College Choir (a group of 40
singers) presented their Annual
Concert of a cappella music
encompassing a wide-ranging
repertoire of World Music,
Spirituals, Sacred Music, and
Secular Songs. This is an
amazing group which always
gathers a large audience and
continues to be the highlight of
our Spring season. These are
truly gifted, dedicated young
people who are beautifully
directed by Russell Shelley.
All of our music and arts series
are free, with donations gladly
accepted, and any money
donated is used to support the
Outreach Mission programs of
the Church.

Left: Juniata College Choir
Below: Basically Baroque

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: BIG GOD, BIG QUESTIONS
CONFIRMATION FOR A GROWING FAITH
What is Confirmation?
“If there should be only one word to encompass the whole (of
Confirmation), it might be ‘embrace,’” says Ron Byars in his book,
Embraced and Embracing: Exploring the Foundations of
Confirmation.
Beginning Sunday, April 28, classes will start with a breakfast snack
at 9:15 am, followed by studies in Pastor Bob’s office 9:30 to 10:20
am, then followed by Worship Service until the Anthem when we will
return to class until 11:30 am.
Class dates: April 28, May 5, May 12, May 19, May 26, and June 2.
Confirmation Ceremony will be Sunday, June 9, 2019
Class instructors: Rachel Brigham & Heather Reylek

“As advocate for the forgotten and the ignored, Mary Robinson
has not only shone a light on human suffering, but illuminated
a better future for our world.” -Barack Obama
JOIN THE BETTER WORLD BOOK CLUB!
Our first meeting of the
Better World Book Club
and reading of The Book of
Joy by Archbishop
Desmond Tutu and His
Holiness the Dalai Lama
was a great success with 22
people attending. We all
enjoyed a lively and
inspired conversation and
were thrilled when
co-author Doug Abrams
was able to call in.
Our next meeting is on
Monday, April 15 at 3:00
pm to discuss Climate
Justice: Hope, Resilience,
and the Fight for a Sustainable Future by Mary Robinson, the former President
of Ireland. It is a call to

action ‘sharing inspiring
stories and offering vital
lessons for the path forward.’ Copies were ordered
at the Shelter Island Public
Library, and the book is
also available for sale
online. Once again, we
hope to have the co-author,
Caitriona Palmer, call in
for a few minutes.
For those wishing to
continue the conversation
about The Book of Joy,
please feel free to come at
2:30 pm on April 15 to
share any experiences you
might have had with any of
the practices offered in the
book.

Cover Image from Amazon.com
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MISSION STATEMENT
We envision the Shelter Island
Presbyterian Church as a spiritual heart of our small island community—a congregation that
keeps its doors open to all and
offers service and support to
friends, neighbors, and visitors
from beyond our shores.
We will encourage the spiritual
growth of our Church's people in
Jesus Christ through worship,
service to others, stewardship,
study, and fellowship with one
another. We will work to increase
our spiritual engagement with
youth, young families, and our
growing senior population.
Inspired by God's Word, we look
forward to our future with faith
and confidence in God's purpose
for us.
AS WE BELIEVE, SO WE DO.

Shelter Island
Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 612
Shelter Island, NY 11964
631-749-0805
www.sipchurch.org
Info.sipchurch@gmail.com

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEBER
April 15: Better World Book Club
April 18: Maundy Thursday-Holy Communion 7 pm
April 19: Good Friday Service at St. Mary’s Church
April 20: William Anderson Memorial Service 11 am
April 21: Easter Sunday 10:30 am
April 28: Confirmation Class begins 9:15 am
May 20: Session Meeting 6:15 pm
May 25: Annual Yard Sale in Fellowship Hall 8am-12pm
June 9: Confirmation Sunday
*Please note: We are closing in on a date and subject for
our Summer Workshop. Details will be published in the
next Newsletter.

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

